




TEST YOUR VOCABULARY RANGE 


Each of these phrases contains one italicized 
ATord. Check the closest definition of each 
>uch word. To keep your score valid, refrain, 
3$ far as possible, from wild guessing. 

1. dishe¥ehd oppcoroiice: (o) untidy, (b) fierce, (c) foolish, (d) 
pecul'or, (e) unhappy 

2. o baffling problem: (o) difficult, (b) simple, (c.) puzzling, (d) 
long, (e) new 

3. lenient porent: (a) tell, <b) not strict, (c) wise, (d) foolish, 
(e) severe 

4. repulsive personolity: (o) disgusting, (b) ottroctive, (c) nor .lol, 

(d) confused, (e) conceited 

5. audacious ottempt: (o) useless, (b) bold, (c)foolish, (d) crazy, 

(e) necessary 

6. parry a blow: (o) word off, (b) feor, (c) expect, (d) invite, 
(e) ignore 

7. prevalent diseose; (o) dongerous, (b) cotching, (c) childhood, 
(d) fotol, (e) widespread 

8. ominous report: (o) loud, (b) threatening, (c) untrue, (d) 
serious, (e) unpleosont 

9. on incredible story: (a) true, (b) interesting, (c) well-known, 
(d) unbelievable, U) unknown 

10. on ophthalmologist: (o) eye doctor, (b) skin doctor, (c) foot 
doctor, (d) heart doctor, (e) concer specialist 

11. will supersede the old law: (o) enforce, (b) specify penolties 
for, <c) toke the ploce of, (d) repeal, (e) continue 

12. on anonymous donor: (a) generous, <b) stingy, (c) well-known, 
(d) one whose nome is not known, (e) reluctant 

13. performed on autopsy: (a) exominotion of living tissue, (b) 
exominotion of o corpse to determine the couse of deoth, (c) 
process in the manufocture of optical lenses, (d) operation 
to cure on orgonic diseose, (c) series of questions to determine 
the couses of delinquent behovior 

14. an indefatigable worker: (o) well-poid, (b) tired, (c) skillful, 
(d) tireless, (e) pleosont 

15. a confirmed othersf; (a) bochefor, (b) disbeliever in God,‘(c) 
believer in religion, (d) believer in scimuDe. (e) priest 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 
FOR MAXIMUM BENEFIT 


1. this is not a reading book . . • 

DonU read this book! 

Instead, work with it. H^rifc in it, talk aloud to it, talk back to 
it — use your pen or pencil, your voice, not just your eyes and 
mind. 

Learning, real learning, goes on only through active partid* 
potion. 

When a new word occurs in a chapter, say it aloud! (The pho- 
netic respelling will help you pronounce it correctly.)^ 

When you do the matching exercises, use a pen or pencil. Write 
your responses! (Check the key that immediately follows each ex- 
ercise after you have filled in all the answers.) 

When you do the “Yes-No,” “True-False,” or “Same-Opposite** 
exercises, use your pen or pencil to indicate the appropriate re* 
sponse, then check with the key when you have completed the 
whole exercise. 

When you are asked to fill in words that fit definitions, write 
your answers; then check the key both to see if you have fc^ 

*Tlie system of pronunciation symbols will be thoroughly explained ii 
ScctiQO 2 of this chapter. 
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spcmded with the ri^t word and also to make sure your spelling is 
cmecE ‘ 

When you do tlie Revi^ of Etymology exercises, make sure to 
fill in the English word containing the prefix, root, or suffix 
required — ^use a chapter word, or any other word that comes to 
mind. (Coin words if you like!) 

Pay special attention to the Chapter Reviews. Are the words 
still fresh in your mind? Do you remember the meaning of each 
root studied in the previous sessions? In these Reviews, you are 
not only testing your learning but also tightening up any areas in 
which you discover lacks, weaknesses, or lapses of memory. 


2. master the pronunciation system! 


Saying words aloud, and saying them right, is half the battle in 
feeling comfortable and assured with all the new words you are 
going to learn. Every word taught is respellcd to show its pronun- 
ciation, so pay close attention to how the phonetic symbols work. 


(a) First, master the **schwa**f 

Almost every English word of two or more syllables contains 
one or several syllables in which the vowel sound is said very 
quickly. For example: 

^Linda spoke to her mother about a different idea she had.” 
->Read the previous sentence aloud at normal conversational 
speed. 

Read it again. Listen to how the -a of Linda; the -er of mother; 
the fl- of about; the -er' and -ent of different; and the -n of idea 
sound. 

Very quick — ^very short! Right? 

Phonetically respelled, these words are represented as: 


1. Linda 

2. mother 

3. about 

4. different 

5. idea 


LIN'-da 

MUTR'-er 

o-BOWT' 

DIF'-cr-ant 

T-DEE'-a 


The symbol “a,” called a schwa, represents the quick, short 
vowel sound in the five words above. 



Now look back at tbe sentence preceded by an arrow. 

The italicized words are rewritten as: 

1. previous PREE'-vee-aa 

2. sentence SEN -tens 

3. aloud a-LOWr/ 

4. normal NAWR'^mal 

5. conversational kon'-var-SAY'-shan-al 

You will find a in almost all words that are phonetically 
respelled throughout this book. Say the five italicized words aloud 
and make sure you understand how the schwa (a) sounds. 

(b) Nejct» understand accent. 

Look at word (5) above: co/fversa/iowfl/: kon'-var-SAY'-shan-al. 
Note that there are two accent marks, one on kon^, another on 
SAY\ Note also that kon* is in lower-case letters, SAY" in capitals. 
Both syllables are stressed, but the one in capitals (SAY') sounds 
stronger (or louder) than the one in lower case (koiY), Say con- 
versational aloud, noting the difference. 

Say these three words, taken from Chapter 3, aloud, noticing 
the variation in stress between the lower-case and the capitalized 
syllables: 

1. egomaniacal ee'-gO-ms-NT'-n-kal 

2. altercation awl'-tar-KAY'-Shan 

3. anthropological anMhra-pa-LOJ'-9-kal 

(c) Be careful of the letter '*S" (or "jr”) in phonetic respelUnes, 
S (or 5) is always hissed, as in see, some, such. After an -n, ifoa 
will be tempted to buzz (or “voice”) the -s, because final ^s is 
usually pronounced -nz, as in wins, tons, owns, etc. (Say these 
three words aloud — hear the z at the end?) Resist the temptation! 
S (or s) Is always hissed in phonetic respellings! 

Say these words aloud; 

1. ambivalence^ am-BIV'-o-lans 

2. affluence AF'-IOO-ons 

3. opulence OP'-ya-bns' 

4. sentence SEN'-tans 

t All unusual words in this chapter are taught in later chapters of the book. 
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(4) The Ter f is {nohounced eye. to ilg^ 

si^i my, etc., no matur where youfnd U. For example: 

1. ii^is 

FITS 

2, spy 

SPl 

3. malign 

ma-UH' 

A. civilize 

SlV'-a-ltt' 

tf or f (without the top bar) is pronounced as in ity sit, pitch 

(e) All consonants have their normal sounds. 

Except for G (or which is always pronounced as in give, 

girl, get, go. 


1. agree 

e-GREE' 

2. pagan 

PAY'-gan 

3. again 

a-GEN' 

(f) The vowel sounds are as follows: 

SYMBOL 

EXAMPLE 

1. A, a 

cat (KAT) 

2. E,e 

wet (WET) 

3. I,i 

sit (SIT) 

4. 0,0 

knot (NOT) 

5. U, a 

nut (NUT) 

6. AH, ah 

martinet (mahi'-to-NET); 

7. AW, aw 

for (FAWR); incorrigible 
(in-KAWR'-a-jVbal) 

8. AY, ay 

ate ( AYT) ; magnate 
(MAG'-nayt) 

9. EE,ee 

equal (EE'-kvf9\); clandestinely 
(klan-DES'-t^n-lee) 

10. 6,0 

toe (TO) ; concerto 
(kan-CHUR'-t6) 

11. 60, d& 

book prurient 

(PRdOR'-ee-ant) 

12. 66,00 

doom (DOOM); blue (BLdD) 

13. OW.ow 

about (a-BOWT') 

14. OY,oy 

soil (SOYL) 

15. ING, ing 

taking (TAYK'-ing) 

(g) TH or th is pronounced as in thing; TB or th is pro- 

nounced as in this. 




. a word (or words) on wosfom and oostom prommciqtton 


b'ffie New. York City ana, and in parta at Jersey and 

Jier eastern states, the syllables •nr, •er, -or, -of, and •nw ardr 
«nbinieed somewliat dfflerently from Oe way diiqr an udd in 
le Midwest and in the West. 

In New York pty, for example, the words bdow an general^ 

nonouil^ as foOows: 


orange 


talk 

TAWK 

coffee 

KAW'-fee 

sorority 

s9~RAHR'-»>tee 

incorrigible 

in-KAHR'*»-ia4>al 

di^rage 

dis-PAR'-oj (A as fai HAt) 

meny 

MBR'-ee(BasiaWBT) 

marry 

MAR'-ee(AasinHAT) 

astronaut 

AS'-trs-nawt' 

Harry 

HAR'-ee(Aa9inHAT) 

In the Midwest and We^ on the other hand, the same words 
o usually said approximately as follaws: 

orange 

AWR'-«iJ 

talk 

TOK 

coffee 

KOF-ee 

sorority 

sa-RAWR'-a-tee 

incorrigible 

itt-KAWR'-9-ja-bal 

disparage 

dis>PAlR'>9j . 

meny 

MAIR'-ee 

marry 

MAIR^-ee 

astronaut 

AS'-tt»«ot' 

Harry 

HAlR'-ee 


Nothing so radical hero that a person hrnnght up in BroolUyn 
die Bronx cannot understand a nadve of Los Angeles or 
anctsco — ^it*$ just that each one tbinXs tht other has aii 
nt! 

In California, for example, Moryg merry, and marry sound 
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most exactly alike — ^in New York, they are usually heard as quii 
different words. 

(So, to be sexist for a moment, if the men at a party in Manha 
tan say, **Let*s ail make merryl*’, Mary doesn’t feel that she ; 
about to seduced by the males!) 

In the phonetic respellings throughout the book, the westei 
pronunciations of words with the syllables remarked on above ai 
used. This Is done largely because I myself have lived in the Lx 
Angeles area for some fourteen years, and have had to retrain ir 
pronunciation (having come from New York City, where I w; 
born, and lived all my life until 1964) so that my friends and sti 
dents would stop maldng fun ot the way I speak. 

Neither form of pronunciation is any better nor any moi 
euph^nioiu than the other. Throughout the country, pronin 
nation varies not only from region to region or state to state, b’ 
often from city to city! The changes are slight and subtle, but the 
do exist, and an expert can easily pinpoint the geographical sour, 
of a person’s language patterns almost down to a few square mil< 
in area. 

If you are an Easterner, you will have no difficulty translatir 
the pronunciations of words like sorority, mcK}rrigible, disparag 
and astronaut (all words discussed in later chapters) into yoi 
,own comfortable language patterns. 

4. why etymology? 

Etymology (ct'-o-MOL'-o-jee) deals with the origin or derivi 
tion of words. 

When you know the meaning of a root (for example, Latin eg\ 
I or self), you can better understand, and more easily remerabe 
all the words built on this root. 

Learn one root and you have the key that will unlock the meai 
ings of up to ten or twenty words in which the root appears. 

Learn ego and you can immediately get a handle on egocentri 
egomaniac, egoist, egotist, and alter ego. 

Learn anthropos (Greek, mankind), and you wiVi. quickly ui 
derstand, and never forg>^t, anthropology, misanthropy, anthropoL 



anthropocentric, anthropomorphic, [Mianihropy, and anthropo^ 
phobia. Meet eny word with tmAropo- in it, and yon will have at 
least some idea its meaning. 

In the etymological (efa-me-LOJ^-e-kal) approach to vocabu- 
lary building: 

• You will learn about prefixes, roots, and suffixes — 

• You will be able to figure out unfamiliar words by recognizing 
their structure, the building blocks firom which Aey are con- 
structed — 

• You will be able to construct words correctly by learning to 
put these building blocks together in the proper way — and 

• You will be able to derive verbs from nouns, nouns and 
verbs from adjectives, adjectives from nouns, etc. — and do all 
this correctly. 

Learn how to deal with etymoi^ and you will feel comfortable 
with words — you will use new words with selfnissurance^you 
will be able to figure out thousands of words you hear or read 
even if you have never heard or seen these words before. 

That’s why the best approach words is through etymol- 

ogy): — as you will discover for your^f as soon as you start to 
work on chapter 3! 


5. but what are nouns, verbs, and adjectives? 

You probably know. 

But if you don’t, you can master these parts of speedi (and ref- 
erence will be made to noun forms, verb forms, and adjective 
forms throughout the book) within the next five minutes. 

(a) A noun is a word that can be preceded by a, an, the, some, 
such, or my. 

An egoist (noun) 

t Incidentally, Latin scholars will notice that I pr esent a Latin verb*in the 
first person singular, present tense (veito, 1 torn), but call it an Infintthe 
(verto, to tom). 1 do this for two leasoos: 1) verio is easier for a non- 
Latin scholar to pronounce (the actual Infinitiveb venere. Is p rono i ineed 
WAIRMe-ray): and 2) when 1 studied Latin fifty yeafs ago, the oonveatton 
was to refer to a verb by using the first person singular, present tense. 

If you are not a Latin scholar, you need not bother to read this foot- 
note-^ you've already done so, forget It! 



Such oiceticLsm (noun) 

The misogynist (noun) 

(Nouns, you will discover, often end in conventional suffixes: 
-liesu, -i(y, -irm, *y, •4on, etc.) 

(b) A verb is a word that fits into the pattern, **Let us 

— ** A verb has a past tense. 

Let us equivocate (verb) — ^past tense: equivocated. 

Let us alternate (verb) — past tense: alternated. 

Let us philander (verb) — past tense: philandered. 

(Verbs, you will discover, often end in conventional suffixes: 
•ate, -fee, -fy, etc.) 

(c) An adjective is a word that fits into the pattern, **You are 

very ’• 

You are very egoistic (adjective). 

You are very introverted (adjective). 

You arc very misogynous (adjective). 

(Adjectives, you will discover, often end in conventional 
suffixes: 4c, -ed, -ous, Hti, 4ve, etc.) 

And adverbs, of course, are ^nerally formed by adding 4y to 
an adjective: mbsogynous^misogynously; educqtional-education- 
ally; etc. 

That's all there is to it! (Did it take more than five minutes? 
Maybe ten at the most?) 


6. hdyf to work for best results 

If you intend to work with this book seriously (that is, if youi 
clear intention is to add a thousand or more new words to youi 
present vocabulary — add them permanently, unforgettably — adc 
them so successfully that you will soon find yourself using them ir 
speech and writing), I suggest that you give yourself every advan- 
tage by carefully following the laws of learning; 

(a) Space your learning. 

Beginning with Chapter 3, every chapter will be divided int( 
‘‘sessions.'* Each session may take one half hour to an hour and t 
half, depending on the amount of material and on your own spee( 
of learning. 



Dq one or two at n timo— three, if yooYe going strong 

end itte idir.|iiyy^ (tiways dedde when yen atop exactly 

you' vnili return. <l remind you to do this later in the hock^ ^ 
since such e procedu^ is of crucial importance. ) f 

(b) Po rtot rusf^ga at your own comfortable speed. 

!Eveiyone learns at a different pace. Fast learners are no better , 

than slow learners — ^it*s the end result that counts, not the time it 
takes you to linish. 

(c) Review. 

. When you start a new session, go back to the last exercise of the 
previous session (usually Can you recall the words? or Chapter 
Review), cover your answers, and test your retention — do you 
have quick recall after a day or so has elapsed? 

(d) Test yourself. 

You are not aiming for a grade, or putting your worth on the 
line, when you take the three Comprehensive Tests (Chapters 8, 
.13, and 17) — ^rather you are discovering your weaknesses, if any; 
deciding where repairs have to be made; and, especially, ex- 
periencing a feeling of success at work well done. (In learning, 
too, nothing succeeds like success!) 

Use these three tests, as well as the abundant drill exercises, as 
aids to learning. No one is perfect, no one learns in the exact same 
way or at the same rate as anyone else. Find the optimum tech- 
nique and speed for your unique learning patterns — and then give 
yourself every opportunity to exploit your actual, latent, and -po- 
tential abilities 

But most important {as I will remind you several times 
throughout the book) — develop a routine and stick to it! 


xxlii 




Occasionally in these pages, owing to the deficiency of the Eng- 
lish language, I have used helhimihis meaning he or she/him or 
her/his or her in order to avoid awkwardness of style. 

He, him, and his are not intended as exclusively masculine 
pronouns—tbey may refer to either sex or to both sexes. 
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HOW TO TEST YOUR 
PRESENT VOCABULARY 


Once — as a child — you were an expert, an accomplished virtupio, 
at learning new words. 

Today, by comparison, you are a rank and bumbling amateur* 

Does this statement sound insulting? 

It may be— but if you are the average adult, it is a statement 
that is, unfortunately, only too true. 

Educational testing indicates that children of ten who have 
grown up in families in which English is the native language have 
recognition vocabularies of over twenty thousand words— 

And that these same ten-year-olds have been learning new 
words at a rate of many hundreds a year since the age of four. 

In astonishing contrast, studies show that adults who are no 
longer attending school increase their vocabularies at a pace 
slower than twenty-five to fifty words annually. 

How do you assess your own vocabulary? 

Is it quantitatively healthy? 

Rich in over-all range? 

Responsive to any situation in which you may find yourself? 

Truly indicative of your Intellectuar potential? 

More important, is it still growing at the same rapid clip as 
when you were a child? 

Or, as with most adults, has your rate of increase dropped dras- 
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ttcally since you left sdiool? And if so» do you now feei that your 
vocatmlaiy is somewhat limited, your verbal skills not as shaip as 
you would like them to be? 

Let us check it out. 

I challenge you to a series of tests that will measure your vocab- 
ulary range, as well as your verbal speed and responsiveness. 


A TEST OF VOCABULARY RANGE 

Here are sixty brief phrases, each containing one italicized 
word; it is up to you to check the closest definition of each such 
word. To keep your score valid, refrain, as far as possible, from 
wild guessing. The key will be found at the end of the test. 

1. disheveled appearance: (a) untidy; (b) fierce, (c) foolish, 
(d) peculiar, (e) unhappy 

2. a baffling problem: (a) difficult, Cb) simple, (c) puzzling, 

(d) long, (e) new 

3. lenient parent: (a) tall, (b) not strict, (c) wise, (d) foolish, 

(e) severe 

4. repulsive personality; (a) disgusting, (b) attractive, (c) nor- 
mal, (d) confused, (e) conceited 

5. audacious attempt: (a) useless, (b) bold, (c) foolish, (d) 
crazy, (e) necessary 

6. pemry a blow: "(a) ward off, (b) fear, (c) expect, (d) invite, 
(e) ignore 

7. prevalent disease: (a) dangerous, (b) catching, (c) child- 
hood, (d) fatal, (e) widespread 

8. ominous report: (a) loud, (b) threatening, (c> untrue, (d) 
serious, (e) unpleasant 

9. an incredible story: (a) true, (b) interesting, (c) well- 
known, (d) unbelievable, (e) unknown 

10. an ophthalmologist: (a) eye doctor, (b) skin doctor, (c) foot 
doctor, (d) heart doctor, (e) cancer specialist 

11. will supersede the old law; (a) enforce, (b) specify penalties 
for, (c) take the place of, (d) repeal, (e) continue 

12. an anonymous donor: (a) generous, (b) .stingy, (c) well- 
known, (d) one whose name Is not known, fe) reluctant 



[3. performed an autopsy: (a) examination of living tissue, (b) 
examination of a corpse to determine the cause of death, (c) 
process in the manufacture of optical lenses, (d) operation to 
cure an organic disease, (e) series of questions to determine 
the causes of delinquent behavior 

4. an indefatigable worker: (a) well-paid, (b) tired, (c) skill- 
ful, (d) tireless, (e) pleasant 

.5. a confirmed atheist: (a) bachelor, (b) disbeliever in God, 

(c) believer in religion, (d) believer in science, (e) priest 

.6. endless loquacity: (a) misery, (b) fantasy, (c) repeti- 
tiousness, (d) ill health, (e) talkativeness 
7. a glib talker: (a) smooth, (b) awkward, (c) loud, (d) 
friendly, (e) boring 

,8. an incorrigible optimist: (a) happy, (b) beyond correction or 
reform, (c) foolish, (d) hopeful, (e) unreasonable 
9. an ocular problem: (a) unexpected, (b) insoluble, (c) vis- 
ual, (d) continual, (e) imaginary 
!0. a notorious demagogue: (a) rabble-rouser, (b) gambler, (c) 
perpetrator of financial frauds, (d) liar, (e) spendthrift 
11. a naive attitude: (a) unwise, (b) hostile, (c) unsophis- 
ticated, (d) friendly, (e) contemptuous 
\2, living in affluence: (a) difficult circumstances, (b) countrified 
surroundings, (c) fear, (d )wealth, (e) poverty 
!3. in retrospect: ( a) view of the past, (b) artistic balance, (c) 
anticipation, (d) admiration, (e) second thoughts 
14. a gourmet: (a) seasoned traveler, (b) greedy eater, (c) vege- 
tarian, (d) connoisseur of good food, (e) skillful chef 

5. to simulate interest: (a) pretend, (b) feel, (c) lose, (d) stir 
up, (e) ask for 

:6. a magnanimous action: (a) puzzling, (b) generous, (c) 
foolish, (d) unnecessary, (e) wise 
17. a clandestine meeting: (a) prearranged, (b) hurried, (c) im- 
portant, (d) secret, (e) public 

the apathetic citizens: (a) made up of separate ethnic groups, 
(b) keenly vigilant of their rights, (c) politically conservative* 

(d) indifferent, uninterested, uninvolved, (e) terrified “ 

9. to placate his son: (a) please, (b) help, (c) find a job for, 
(d) make arrangements for, (c) change a feeling of hostility 
to one of friendliness 



30. to vacillate continuany: (a) avoid, (b) swing back and for 
in indecision, (c) inject, (d) treat, (e) scold 

31. a nostalgic feeling: (a) nauseated, (b) homesick, (c) shar 
(d) painful, (e) delighted 

32. feel antipathy: (a) bashfulness, (b) stage fright, (c) frien< 
liness, (d) hostility, (e) suspense 

33. be more circumspect: (a) restrained, (b) confident, (c) ca 
tious, (d) honest, (e) intelligent 

34. an intrepid filter for human rights: (a) fearless, (b) el 
quent, (c) popular, (d) experienced, (e) famous 

35. diaphanous material: (a) strong, (b) sheer and gauzy, (< 
colorful, (d) expensive, (e) synthetic 

36. a taciturn host: (a) stingy, (b) generous, (c) disinclined 
conversation, (d) charming, (e) gloomy 

37. to malign his friend: (a) accuse, (b) help, (c) disbeliev 

(d) slander, (e) introduce 

38. a congenital deformity: (a) hereditary, (b) crippling, (< 
slight, (d) incurable, (e) occurring at or during birth 

39. a definite neurosis: (a) plan, (b) emotional disturbance, (< 
physical disease, (d) feeling of fear, (e) allergic reaction 

40. made an unequivocal statement: (a) hard to understand, (1 
lengthy, (c) politically motivated, (d) clear and forthrigl 

(e) supporting 

41. vicarious enjdyment: (a) complete, (b) unspoiled, (c) o 
curring from a feeling of identification with another, (( 
long-continuing, (e) temporary 

42. psychogenic ailment: (a) incurable, (b) contagious, (< 
originating in the mind, (d) intestinal, (e) imaginary 

43. an anachronous attitude: (a) unexplainable, (b) unre 
sonable, (c) belonging to a different time, (d) out of plac 
(e) unusual 

44. her iconoclastic phase: (a) artistic, (b) sneering at traditio 
(c) troubled, (d) difficult, (e) religious 

45. a tyro: (a) dominating personality, (b) beginner, (c) accoi 
plished musician, (d) dabbler, (e) serious student 

46. a laconic reply: (a) immediate, (b) assured, (c) terse ai 
meaningful, (d) unintelligible, (e) angry 

47. semantic confusion: (a) relating to the meaning of won 



(b) pertaining to money, (c) having to do with the emotions, 
(d) relating to mathematics, (e) caused by Inner turmoil 

B. cavalier treatment: (a) courteous, (b) haughty and high- 
handed, (c) negligent, (d) affectionate, (e) expensive 
an anomalous situation: (a) dangerous, (b) intriguing, (c) 
unusual, (d) pleasant (e) unhappy 

3. posthumous child; (a) cranky, (b) brilliant, (c) physically 
weak, (d ) illegitimate, (e) bom after the death of the father 

I. feels enervated: (a) full of ambition, (b) full of strength, (c) 
completely exhausted, (d) troubled, (e) full of renewed 
energy 

shows perspicacity: (a) sincerity, (b) mental keenness, (c) 
love, (d) faithfulness, (e) longing 

J. an unpopular martinet: (a) candidate, (b) supervisor, (c) 
strict disciplinarian, (d) military leader, (e) discourteous 
snob 

X. gregarious person: (a) outwardly calm, (b) very sociable, 

(c) completely untrustworthy, (d) vicious, (e) self-effacing 
and timid 

5. generally phlegmatic: (a) smug, self-satisfied, (b) easily 
pleased, fc) nervous, high-strung, (d) emotionally unrespon- 
sive, (e) lacking in social graces 

>. an in gambler: (a) impoverished, (b) successful, (c) 
habitual, (d) oCi;asiona], (e) superstitious 

^ an egregious error: (a) outstandingly bad, (b) slight, (c) ir- 
reparable, (d) unnecessary, (e) deliberate 

1. cacophony of a large city; (a) political administration, (b) 
crowded living conditions, (c) cultural advantages, (d) un- 
pleasant noises, harsh sounds, (c) busy traffic 

). a prurient adolescent; (a) tall and gangling, (b) sexually 
longing, (c) clumsy, awkward, (d) sexually attractive, (e) 
soft-spoken 

). uxorious husband: (a) henpecked, (b) suspicious, (c) guilty 
of infidelity, (d) fondly and foolishly doting on his wife,' (c) 
tightfisted, penny-pinching 


EY: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-a, 7-e, 8-b, 9-<I, 10-a, 11-c, 
12^, 13-b, 14-d, 15-b, Id-e, 17-^, 18-b. 19-c, 20-a, 



21— c, 22 -k 1, 23"*8, 24— 25— 2d— b, 27— 28— d, 29— c 

30-b, 31-b, 32-d, 33-c, 34-a. 35-b. 36-c, 37-d, 38-< 

39-b, 40-d, 41-c. 42-c, 43-c, 44-b, 45-b, 46-c, 47-c 

48-b, 49-c. 50-e, 51-c, 52-b, 53-c, 54-b, 55-d, 56-< 

57-a, 58-d, 59-b, 60-d 


Your score (one point for each correct choice): 

The Meaning of Your Sco^-e: 

0-11: below average 
12-35: average 
36-48: above average 
49-54: excellent 
55-60: superior 


A TEST OF VERBAL dPEED 


PART 1 


This is a timed tesf. 

In no more than three minutes (time yourself, or have someon 
time you), decide whether the word in column B is the same (c 
approximately the same) in meaning as the word in column A 
opposite (or approximately opposite) in meaning; or whether th 
two words are merely different. 

Circle S for same, O for opposite, and D for different. 

You will not have time to dawdle or think too long, so go i 
fast as you can. 


COLUMN A 

1. sweet 

2. crazy 

3. stout 

4. big 

5. danger 

6. help 


COLUMN B 

sour 

insane 

fat 

angry 

peril 

hinder 


s "b D 

^ O D 

S O ^ 

S O 

SOD 
S p-' D 




7^ splendid 

magnificent 


o 

D 

8. love 

hate 

S 

o 

D 

9. stand 

rise 

S 

o 

D 

10. furious 

violent 

s 

o 

D 

11. tree 

apple 

s 

o 

D 

12. doubtful 

certain 

s 

o 

D 

13. handsome 

ugly 

s 

o 

D 

14. bcgin^' 

start 

s 

o 

D 

15. strange 

familiar 

s 

o 

D 

16. male 

female 

s 

o 

D 

17. powerful 

weak 

s 

o 

D 

18. beyond 

under 

s 

o 

D 

19. live 

die 

s 

lO 

D 

20. go 

get 

s 

o 

D 

21. return'" 

replace 

s 

o 

D 

22. growl , 

weep 

s 

o 

D 

23. open 

close 

s 

o 

D 

24. nest 

home 

s 

o 

D 

25. chair 

table 

s 

o 

D 

26. want 

desire 

s 

o 

D 

27. can 

container 

s 

o 

D 

28. idle 

working 

s 

o 

D 

29. rich 

luxurious 

s 

o 

D 

10. building 

structure 

s 

o 

D 


PART 2 

This is also a timed test. 

In no more than three minutes (again, time yourself or have 
someone time you), write down as many different words as you 
can think of that start with ^he letter D. 

Do not use various forms of a word, such as do, doing, does, 
done, doer, etc. 

Space is provided for 125 words. You are not expected to reach 
that number, but write as fast as you can and see how many 
blanks you can fill in before your time is up. 

1 . 
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11 







13 


KEY; Part 1: 1-0, 2-S, 5-S. 4-D, 5-S, 6^, 7-S, 8-0, 9-S, 
10-S, 11-0, 12-0, 13-0, 14-S, 15-0, 16-0, 
17-0, 18-D, 19-0, 20-0, 21-S, 22-D, 23-0, 
24-S, 25-D, 26-S, 27-S, 28-0, 29-S, 30-S 
Part 2; Any English word starting with D is correct un- 
less it is merely another form of a previous word 
on the list. 


PART 1 

If you have up to 10 correct answers, credit your score with 25 
points. 

If you have 11-20 correct answers, credit your score with 50 
points. 

21-25 correct answers — ^75 points. 

26-30 correct answers — 100 points. 

Your Score on Part 1: 

PART 2 

Up to 30 words: 25 points 
31-50 words: 50 points 
51-70 words; 75 points 
71-125 words; 100 points 

Your Score on Part 2: 

TOTAL SCORE 

On Verbal Speed: 

The meaning of your verbal speed score: 

50: below average 
75: average 
100: above average 
125-150: excellent 
175-200; superior 
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A TEST OF VERBAL RESPONSIVENESS 

PART 1 

Write in the blank in column B a word starting with the letter P 
that is the same, or approximately the same, in meaning as the 
word given in column A. 

Example: look peer 

Warning: Every answer must start wiith the letter P. 

A B 

1 . bucket 

2. trousers 

3. maybe 

4. forgive 

5. separate 

6. likely 

7. annoy 

8. good-looking 

9. picture 

10. choose 

11. ugly 

12. go 

13. dish 

14. location 

PART 2 

Write in the blank in column B a word starting with the letter G 
that is opposite, approximately opposite, or in contrast to the 
word given in column A. 

Example: stop go 

Warning: Every answer must start with the letter G. 

A B 

1. lose 

2. midget 

3. special 

4. lady 


D. take 

6. moron 

7. sad 

8. boy 


15. stone 

16. inactive 

17. fussy 

18. suffering 

19. castle 

20. gasp 

21. fear 

22. twosome 

23. artist 

24. sheet 

25. collection 
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V, happy 

10. plain 

11. hello 

12. here 

13. bad 

14. ugly 

15. stingy 

16. awkward 

17. little 


18. mmli 

19. bride 

20. ripe 

21. unwanting 

22. unprotected 

23. experienced 

24. scarcity 

25. unappreciative 


KEY, Part 1: If more than one answer is given, count as cor- 
rect any word you have written that is the same 
as any one of the answers. 

1-pail, pan, 2-pants, 3-perhaps, possibly, proba- 
bly, 4-pardon, 5-part, ^probable, possible, per- 
haps, 7-pester, 8-pretty, 9-photograph, painting, 
10-pick, 11-plain, 12-proceed, 13-plate, platter, 
14-place, 15-pebble, 16-passive, 17-particular, 
picky, 18-pain, 19-palace, 20-pant, puff, 
21-panic, 22-pair, 23-painter, 24-page, 25-pack 

Part 2: If more than one answer is given, count as correct 
any word you have written that is the same as any 
one of the answers. 

1-gain, get, gamer, grab, glean, grasp, grip, 2-gi- 
ant, gigantic, great, gross, 3-general, 4-gentleman, 
5-givc, 6-genius, 7-glad, gleeful, gleesome, 8-girl, 
9-gloomy, glum, grieving, grumpy, 10-gaudy, 
grand, grandiose, 11-goodbye, 12-gone, 13-good, 
14-good-looking, 15-gcnerous, giving, 16-grace- 
ful, 17-great, giant, gigantic, 18-gentle, 19-groom, 
20-green, 21 -greedy, grasping, 22-guarded, 
23-green, 24-glut, gobs, 25-grateful 


Scoring: 

Score Parts 1 and 2 together. Write in the blank the total num- 
ber of correct responses you made: 
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The meaning of your verbal responsiveness score: 

0-10: below average 
11-20: average 
2 1-30: above average 
31-40: excellent 
41-50: superior 

VOCABULARY AND SUCCESS 

Now you know where you stand. If you are in the below. aver- 
age or average group, you must consider, serious' y, whether an in- 
adequate vocabulary may be holding you back. (If you tested out 
on the above average, excellent, or superior level, you have doubt- 
less already discovered the unique and far-reaching value of a rich 
vocabulary, and you are eager to add still further to your knowl- 
edge of words.) 

Let us examine, briefly, some of the evidence that points to the 
close relationship between vocabulary and personal, professional, 
and intellectual growth. 

The Human Engineering Laboratory found that the only com- 
mon characteristic of successful people in this country is an unu- 
sual grasp of the meanings of words. The Laboratory tested the 
vocabularies of thousands of people in all age groups and in all 
walks of life — and discovered that those people drawing down the 
highest salaries made the highest scores. Consider very thought- 
fully the explanation that the director of the Laboratory offered 
for the relationship between vocabulary and success: « 

“Why do large vocabularies characterize executives and possi- 
bly outstanding men and women in other fields? The final answer 
seems to be that words are the instruments by means of which 
men and women grasp the thoughts of others and with which they 
do much of their own thinking. They are the tools of thought.’* 

There is other evidence. t 

At many universities, groups of freshmen were put into experi- 
mental classes for the sole purpose of increasing their knowledge ' 
of English words. These groups did better in their sophomore^ 
junior t and senior years than control groups of similarly endowed 
students who did not receive such training. 
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And still more evidence: 

At the University of Illinois, entering students were ^ven a sim- 
ple twenty-nine-word vocabulary test. The results of this test 
could be used, according to Professor William D. Templeman, to 
make an accurate prediction of future academic success — or lack 
of success — over the entire four year college course. “If a student 
has a superior vocabulary,*’ states Professor Templeman, “it will 
probably follow that he will do better work academically.” 

And finally: 

Educational research has discovered that your I.Q. is intimately 
related to your vocabulary. Take a standard vocabulary test and 
then an intelligence test — the results in both will be substantially 
the same. 


YOU CAN INCREASE YOUR VOCABULARY 

The more extensive your vocabulary the better your chances 
for success, other things being equal — success in attaining your 
educational goals, success in moving ahead in your business or pro- 
fessional career, success in achieving your intellectual potential. 

And you can increase your vocabulary — faster and easier than 
you may realize. 

You can, in fact, accomplish a tremendous gain in less than two 
to three months of concentrated effort, even if you do only one 
session a day — ^in less time if you do two or more sessions a day. 

Furthermore — 

You can start improving your vocabulary immediately — and 
within a few days you can be cruising along at such a rapid rate 
that there will be an actual change in your thinking, in your ability 
to express your thoughts, and in your powers of understanding. 

Does this sound as if I am promising you the whole world in a 
neat package with a pretty pink ribbon tied around it? I am. And 
1 am willing to make such an unqualified promise because I have 
semi what happens to those of my students at New York Univer- 
sity and at Rio Hondo College in Whittier, California, who make 
sincere, methodical efforts to learn more, many more, words. 
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2 


HOW TO START BUDDING 
YOUR VOCABULARY 


When you have finished working with this book, you will no 
longer be the same person. 

You can’t be. 

If you honestly read every page, if you do every exercise, if you 
take every test, if you follow every principle, you will go through 
an intellectual experience that will effect a radical change in you. 

For if you systematically increase your vocabulary, you will also 
sharpen and enrich your thinking; push back your intellectual ho- 
rizons; build your self-assurance; improve your facility in handling 
the English language and thereby your ability to express your 
thoughts effectively; and acquire a deeper understanding of the 
world in general and of yourself in particular. 

Increasing your vocabulary does not mean merely learning the 
definitions of large numbers of obscure words; it does not mean 
memorizing scores of unrelated terms. What it means — ^what it 
can only mean — is becoming acquainted with the multitudinous 
and fascinating phenomena of human existence for which words 
are, obviously, only the verbal descriptions. 

Increasing your vocabulary — ^properly, intelligently, and sys- 
tematically — means treating yourself to an all-round, liberal edu- 
cation. 
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And surely you cannot deny that such an experience will change 
you intellectually — 

Will have a discernible effect on your methods of thinking — on 
your store of information — on your ability to express your ideas 
—on your understanding of human problems. 


HOW CHILDREN INCREASE THEIR VOCABULARIES 

The typical ten-year-old, you will recall, has a recognition vo- 
cabulary of over twenty thousand words — and has been learning 
many hundreds of new words every year since the age of four. 

You were once that typical child. 

You were once an accomplished virtuoso at vocabulary buiId-‘ 

m$. 

What was your secret? 

Did you spend hours every day poring over a dictionary? 

Did you lull yourself to sleep at night with Webster’s Un- 
abridged? 

Did you keep notebooks full of all the new words you ever 
heard or read? 

Did you immediately look up the meaning of any new word that 
your parents or older members of your family used? 

Such procedures would have struck you as absurd then, as ab- 
surd as tfiey would be for you today. 

You had a much better, much more effective, and considerably 
less self-conscious method. 

Your method was the essence of simplicity: day in and day out 
you kept learning; you kept squeezing every possible ounce of 
learning out of every waking moment; you were an eternal ques- 
tion box, for you had a constant and insatiable desire to know and 
understand. 
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)W ADULTS STOP BUILDING THEIR VOCABULARIES 


Then, eventually, at some point in your adult life (unless you 
t the rare exception), you gradually lost your compulsive drive 
discover, to figure out, to understand, to know. 

Eventually, therefore, you gradually lost your need to increase 
ur vocabulary — your need to learn the words that could verbal-' 
\ your new discoveries, your new understanding, your new 
owledge. 

Roland Gelatt, in a review of Caroline Pratfs book / Learn 
mi Children, describes this phenomenon as follows: 

All normal human beings are bom with a powerful urge to 
learn. Almost all of them lose this urge, even before they 
have reached maturity. It is only the few . • . who are so 
constituted that lack of learning becomes a nuisance. This is 
perhaps the most insidious of human tragedies. 

Children are wonders at increasing their vocabularies because 
their “powerful urge to learn.” They do not learn solely by 
:ans of words, but as their knowledge increases, so does their 
cabulary — for words are the symbols of ideas and under- 
nding. 

(If you are a parent, you perhaps remember that crucial and 
ing period in which your child constantly asked “Why?” The 
/hy?” is the child’s method of finding out. How many adults 
It you know go about asking and thinking “Why?” How often 
you yourself do it?) 

The adults who “lose this urge,” who no longer feel that “lack 
learning becomes a nuisance,” stop building their vocabularies, 
ey stop learning, they stop growing intellectually, they stop 
iinging. When and if such a time comes, then, as Mr. Gelatt so 
iy says, “This is perhaps the most insidious of human trage- 
!S.” But fortunately the process is far from irreversible. 
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If you have lost the ‘'powerful ui^ to learn,** you can rej 
it — ^you can regain your need to discover, to figure out, to vm 
stand, to know. 

And thus you can start increasing your vocabulary at the si 
rate as when you were a child. 

I am not spouting airy theory. For over thirty-five years 1 1 
worked with thousands of adults in my college courses in vocs 
lary improvement, and I can state as a fact, and without qualil 
tion, that: 

If you can recapture the ^‘powerful urge to learn*' with wi 
you were born, you can go on increasing your vocabulary at a j 
digious rate — 

No matter what your present age. 


WHY AGE MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE IN VOCABULARY BUILD 

I repeat, no matter what your present age. 

You may be laboring under a delusion common to many o 
people. 

You may think that after you pass your twenties you rap 
and inevitably lose your ability to Icam. 

That is simply not true. 

There is no doubt that the years up to eighteen or twenty 
the best period for learning. Your own experience no doubt b 
that out. And of course for most people more learning goes 
faster up to the age of eighteen or twenty than ever after, eve 
they live to be older than Methuselah. (That is why vocabu 
increases so rapidly for the first twenty years of life and comp 
lively at a snail's pace thereafter.) 

But (and follow me closely) — 

The fact that most learning is accomplished before the ag 
twenty docs not mean that very little learning can be achieved 
yond that age. 

What is done by most people and what ca i be done ui 
proper guidance and motivation arc two very, very different th 
— Ds scientific experimeitls have conclusively shown. 



Furthermore — 

The fact that your learning ability may be best up to age twenty 
does not mean that it is absolutely useless as soon as your twenti- 
eth birthday is passed. 

Quite the contrary. 

Edward Thorndike, the famous educational psychologist, found 
in experiments with people of all ages that although the learning 
curv's rises spectacularly up to twenty, it remains steady for at 
least another five years. After that, ability to leam (according to 
Professor Thorndike) drops very, very slowly up to the age of 
thirty-five, and drops a bit more but still slowly beyond that age. 

And— 

Right up to senility the total decrease in learning ability after 
age twenty is never mere than 15 per cent! 

That does not sound, 1 submit, as if no one can ever leam any- 
tiiing new after the age of twenty. 

Believe me, the old saw that claims you cannot teach an old dog 
new tricks is a baseless, if popular, superstition. 

So I repeat: no matter what your age, you can go on learning 
efticiently, or start learning once again if perhaps you have 
stopped. 

You can be thirty, or forty, or fifty, or sixty, or seventy — or 
older. 

No matter what your age, you can once again increase your vo- 
Cdhufaiy at a proi’igious rate — ^providing you recapture the “pow- 
erful urge to leani” that is the key to vocabulary improvement. 

Not the urge to leam “words” — words are only symbols of 
ideas. 

But the urge to learn facts, theories, concepts, information* 
knowledge, understanding — call it what you will. 

Words are the symbols of knowledge, the keys to accurate 
thinking Js it any wonder then that the most successful and intel- 
ligent people in this country have the biggest vocabularies? 

It Was not their large vocabularies that made these people suc- 
cessful and intelligent, but their knowledge. 

Knowledge, however, is gained largely through words. 

In the process of increasing their knowledge, these successful 
people increased their vocabularies. 

Just as children increase their vocabulary at a tremendous, phe- 
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Qomenal rate during those years when their knowledge Is increas- 
ing most rapidly. 

Knowledge is chiefly in the form of words, and from now on, In 
this book, you will be thinking about, and thinking with, new 
words and new ideas. 


WHAT THIS BOOK CAN DO FOR YOU 

This book is designed to get you started building your vocabu- 
lary — effectively and at jet-propelled speed — by helping you re- 
gain the intellectual atmosphere, the keen, insatiable curiosity, the 
‘‘powerful urge to learn” of your childhood. 

The organization of the book is based on two simple principles: 
1) words are the verbal symbols of ideas, and 2) the more ideas 
you are familiar with, the more words you know. 

So, chapter by chapter, we will start with some central idea — 
personality types, doctors, science, unusual occupations, liars, ac- 
tions, speech habits, insults, compliments, etc. — and examine ten 
basic words that express various aspects of the idea. Then, using 
each word as a springboard, we will explore any others which are 
related to it in meaning or derivation, so that it is not unlikely that 
a single chapter may discuss, teach, and test close to one hundred 
important words. - 

Always, however, the approach will be from the idea. First 
there ip^l be a “teaser preview” in which the ideas are briefly 
hinted at; then a “headline,” in which each idea is examined 
somewhat more closely; next a clear, detailed paragraph or more 
will analyze the idea in all its ramifications; finally the word itself, 
which you will meet only after you are completely familiar with 
the idea. 

In the etymology (derivation of words) section, you will learn 
what Greek or Latin root gives the word its unique meaning and 
what other words contain the same, or related, roots. You will thus 
be continually working in related fields, and there will never be 
any possibility of confusion from “too muchness,” despite the 
great number of words taken up and tested in each chapter. 

Successful people have superior vocabularies. People who are 
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intellectually alive and successful in the professional or business 
worlds are accustomed to dealing with ideas, are constantly on the 
search for new ideas, build their lives and their careers on the 
ideas they have learned. And it is to readers whose goal is success^ 
ful living (in the broadest meaning of the word successful) that 
this book is addressed. 


A NOTE ON TIME SCHEDULES 

From my experience over many years in teaching, I have be- 
come a firm believer in setting a goal for all learning and a sched- 
ule for reaching that goal. 

You will discover that each chapter is divided into approxi- 
mately equal sessions, and that each session will take from thirty 
to forty-five minutes of your time, depending on how rapidly or 
slowly you enjoy working — and bear in mind that everyone has an 
optimum rate of learning. 

For best results, do one or two sessions at a time — ^spaced study- 
ing, with time between sessions so that you can assimilate what 
you have learned, is far more efficient, far more productive, than 
gobbling up great amounts in indigestible chunks. 

Come back to the book every day, or as close to every day as 
the circumstances of your life permit. 

Find a schedule that b comfortable for you, and then stick to it. 

Avoid interrupting your work until you have completed a full 
session, and always decide, before you stop, exactly when you will 
plan to pick up the book again. 

Working at your own comfortable rate, you will likely finish the 
material in two to three months, give or take a few weeks either 
way. 

However long you take, you will end with a solid feeling of ao 
complishment, a new understanding of how English words work, 
and — most important — how to make words work for you. 


25 



3 


HOW TO TAI.K ABOUT 
PERSONALITY TYPES 

{Se<!sions J—3) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

Wha^ word best describes your personolify if you 

• are interested solely in your oM^n wdfare^ 

• constantly talk about yourself^ 

• dedicate your life to helping others^ 

• turn your mind inward^ 

• turn yow mind outvi ard^ 

• hate humanity^ 

• hate women^ 

• hate mantage^ 

• lead a lonely, austere exrs/cncc ^ 
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SESSION 1 


i^eiy human being is, in one way or another, unique. 

Everyone’s personality is determined by a combination of ge- 
AK and environmental factors. 

Let us examine ten personality types (one of which might 
lance be your very own) that result from the way culture, 
owth, family background, and environment interact with hercd- 

h 

And, of course, we begin not with the words, but with the ideas. 


€AS 


me first 

Your attitude to life is simple, direct, and aboveboard — every 
xrision you make is based on the answer to one question: 
that’s in it for me?” If your selfishness, greed, and ruthless 
Jsire for self-advancement hurt other people, that’s too bad. 
rhis is a tough world, pal, dog eat dog and all that, and I, for 
le, am not going to be left behind!” 

An egoist 


. the height of conceit 

“Now, let’s see. Have you heard about all the money I’m mak- 
ig? Did I tell you about my latest amorous conquest? Let me give 
>u my opinion — know, because I’m an expert at practically ev- 
Tfhing!” You are boastful to the point of l^ing obnoxious — ^yon 
ave only one string to your conversational violin, namely, yoiir- 
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and on it you play a number of monotonous variations* wl 
you think, what you have done, how good you are, how > 
would solve the problems of the world, etc ad nauseam. 

An ego 


3. let me help you 

You have discovered the secret of true happiness — concerni 
youiself with the welfare of others Never mind >our own mt 
ests, how's the next fellow getting along? 

An altn 


4 leave me alone 

Like a biochemist studying a colony of bacterui under the i 
croscope, you minutely examine your eveiy thought, leehng. a 
action Probing, futile questions hkt ‘ Whit do other people thi 
of ‘^low do I look'^”, and “Maybe f shouUlr t have s. 

that?*’ are your constant nagging companions, for voa irt uni 
to realize that other people do not spend as muth time and enei 
analyzing you as you think 

You may seem unsocial, yet yom greatest desire n lo be Id 
and accepted You may be shy and quiet, you are often men 
and unhappy, and you prefer solitude oi at most the uimrany 
one person to a crowd. You have an apntudt f>r cieanse wc 
and are uncomfortable engaging m activities th »t reiiuin 
operation with other people You may even be a gen u^, or c\i n 
ally turn into one. 

An ihifov 


5. let's do it together 

You would be great as a teacher, counselor, a Ifini'.iT m i 
surance agent You can always become interested siuctiels 
tally interested —in other people’s problems You’re the life of 
party, because you never woriv abmt the effect cf vour 
never inhibit yourself with doubts abi>ut u»gnity or propretv ^ 



are usually happy, generally full of higji spirits; you love to be 
with people — lots of people. Your thoughts, your interests, your 
whole personality are turned outward. 

An extrovert 


6. neither extreme 

You have both introverted and extroverted tendencies — at 
ditferent times and on different occasions. Your interests are 
turned, in about equal proportions, both inward and outward. In- 
deed, you’re quite normal — in the sense that your personality is 
like that of most people. 

An ambivert 


7. people are no damn good 

Cynical, embittered, suspicious, you hate everyone. (Especially, 
but never to be admitted, yourself?) The perfectibility of the 
human race? ‘'Nonsense! No way!” The stupidity, the meanness, 
and the crookedness of most mortals (“Most? Probably all!”) — 
that is your favorite theme. 

A misanthrope 


8. wonicrn are o.o cjrrr.n goed 

Son,e<inu; In your «ii;n past, you wcie croSvScd, scumed, or deeply 
by a woman (a mother, or mother figure, perhaps?). So 
now ‘ou have a carefuily constructed defense against further hurt 
— -vv'u hate nil women. 

A misogynist 


9. "mcirMQQe ‘.s an Jnsritvh'on — and who wants to live in on insfltu- 

You wiil nt't umkc the ultnnrite legal commitment Members of 
the st.x are as lovers, roommates, apartment- or 

hoii'.r bti; .awfully wedded <p{'uses. The ties that 
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bind are too binding for you. Yon may possibly believe, and pos* 
sibiy, for yourself, be right, that a commitment is deeper and more 
meaningful if freedom is available without judicial proceedings. 

A misogamist 


1 0. . that the flesh is heir to . 

Self-denial, austerity, lonely contemplation — these are the char- 
acteristics of the good life, so you claim. The simplest food and 
the least amount of it that will keep body and sou! together, com- 
bined with abstinence from fleshly, earthly pleasures, will eventu- 
ally lead to spiritual perfection — that is your philosophy. 

An ascetic 


USING THE WORDS 

You have been introduced to ten valuable words — ^but in each 
case, as you have noticed, you have first considered the ideas that 
these words represent. Now say the words — each one is respelled 
phonetically so that you will be sure to pronounce it corr«:tly.* 

Say each word aloud. This is the first important step to com- 
plete mastery. As you hear a word in your own voice, think of its 
meaning. Are you quite clear about it? If not, reinforce your 
learning by rereading the explanatory paragraph or paragraphs. 


Con you pronounce the words? 


1. egoist 

2. egotist 

3. altruist 

4. introvert 

5. extrovert 

6. ambivert 


EE'-go-ist 

EE'-go-tist 

AL'-trOb-ist 

IN'-trs-vurt' 

EKS'-tT>^vurt' 

AM'-bo-vurt' 


* See Introduction, Section 2, Master the pronunciation system. 
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7. wisanthrope 

8 . misogynist 

9. miso^uinist 

10. ascetic 


MIS'-an-thrGp*^ 

m.-vSOJ'-d-nlst 

ms-SOG'-s-mist 

9-SET'-ik 


Con you woik with the ^vords? 


You have taken i.vi. to*vard mastery of the expressive 

\\v^rJs m this chapter yr.<j h ive tluAJeht the ideas behind 

them, and yon Imve s.slu l^e:I! alc ud. 

h\ji your third skp, inateh ondi pcisonaiity with the appro- 
j^rijie < haraetf risiic, acCvm, r-r altitude. 


i. egoist 

a. 

2. egv>tist 

b. 

3. airruist 

c. 

4. introvert 

d. 

5 ext I overt 

c. 

b rinibivert 

f. 

7. tnis:u)!hr« ipe 

g- 

H inisogynist 

h. 

9 mi‘'.ocr.inist 

i. 

it», acetic 

j- 

K^^Y. ]-g, ?.c. 

3- r, 4-a, 5-j, 6-^h, 


♦urns tlioughts inward 
hales marriage 
talks about accomplishments 
hates people 

doe.s not pursue pleasures of 
the flesh 

fs interested in the welfare of 

uthrrs 

belie%es in self-advancement 
turns thoughts both inward 
and oul\^ard 
hates wc.men 
turns thoughts outward 

7-d, 8-i, 9-b, lO-c 


Do you unde'slopd the words? 

Now that you irv. becoming more and more involved in these 
ten words, find out if they can make an immediate appeal to your 
understanding. Here are ten questions — f^an you indicate, quickly, 
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and without reference to any previous definitions, whether the 
correct answer to each of these questions is yes or no? 


1. Is an selfish? 

VES 

NO 

2. Is modesty one of the characteristics of 

YES 

NO 

the egotist? 



3. Is an selfish? 

YES 

NO 

4. Does an introvert pay much attention to 

YES 

NO 

himself? 



5. Does an extrovert prefer solitude to 

YES 

NO 

companionship? 



6. Are most normal people ambiverts? 

YES 

NO 

7. Does a misanthrope like people? 

YES 

NO 

8. Does a misogynist enjoy the company 

YES 

NO 

of women? 



9. Does an ascetic lead a life of luxury? 

YES 

NO 

10. Does a misogamist try to avoid 

YES 

NO 


marriage? 


KEY; 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4- yes, 5-no, 6-ycs, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 
10-yes 


Can you recall the words? 

You have thus far reinforced your learning by saying the words 
aloud, by matching them to their definitions, and by responding to 
meaning when they were used in context. 

Can you recall each word, now, without further reference to 
previous material? And can you spell it correctly? 


1. Who lives a lonely, austere 

i. A 

life? 


2. Whose interests are turned 

2. E 

outward? 


3. Who is supremely .selfish? 

3. E 

4. Who hates people? 

4 M 

5. Who^je interests are turned 

5. A 


both inward and outward? 
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6. Wlio is incredibly conceited? 

6. E- 

7. Who is more interested in the 

7. A. 

welfare of others than in his 


own? 


8. Who hates women? 

8. M 

9. Whose interests are turned 

9. L 

inward? 


10. Who hates marriage? 

10. M 


KEY: l~ascetic, 2-extrovert, 3-egoist, 4-inisanthrope, 5-ambi- 
vert, 6-egotist, 7-^truist, 8-misog>'aist, 9-introveit, 
lO-misogamist 


{End of Session 1) 


SESSION 2 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 

Every word in the English language has a history — and these 
ten are no exception. In this section you will learn a good deal 
more about the words you have been working with; in addition, 
you will make excursions into many other words allied either in 
meaning, form, or history to our basic ten. 


1 . the ego 

Egoist and egotist arc built on the same Latin root — the pro- 
noun ego, meaning /. / is the greatest concern in the egoist* s mind, 
the most overused word in the egotist* s vocabulary. (Keep the 
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words differentiated in your own mind by thinking of the ( in 
talk, and the additional t in egotut.) Ego itself has been taken 
over from Latin as an important English word and is conunonly 
used to denot e one’s conce pt of oneself, as in, “What do you think 
your constant criticisms do to my ego?'' Ego has also a speciul 
meaning in psychology — but for the yon have enoug’il 

problems without going into that. 

If you arc an egocentric (ee'-go-SEN‘-tr{k ), you consider your- 
self the center of the universe — you are aii e\tren--e form of tlv: 
egoist. And if you are an egomaniac (ee'-go MAV'-nee-ak), yo;! 
carry egoism to such an extreme that your ncedt;, dcsircs, and in- 
terests have become a morbid obsessiori, a nuoin The egnis: c-i 
egotist is obnoxious, the egocentric is a»iu the egonuh 

niac IS dangerous and slightly mud 

Egocentric is both a noun (“What an egixrnhic her new room | 
mate is!”) and an adjective (“He is the iri'/st egocentric pcoon 
have ever met!”). 

To derive the adjective form of egrftruiniac, add -at, a common j 
adjective suffix. Say the adjective aloud: 

egomaniacai ee'-go-m r-3-k:>I 


2. others 

In Latin, the word for other is alter, and a number of valuabloj 
English words are built on this root. 

Altruism (AL'-trOo-iz-om), the philosophy pracdcod by aitru 
i.Us, comes from one of the variant spellings of Latin alter, olhti 
Altruistic (al-trOO-lS' tik) actions look towaid the beneht 
others. If you alternate (AWL'-tar-nayt'), you skip one and tak: 
the other, so to speak, as when you play golf on alternate (A\VL'-| 
tor-not) Saturdays. 

An alternate (AWl''*lar-n3t) in a debate, contest, or convers' 
tion is the other person whf> will take over if the originfs! choice is| 
unable to attend. And if you have no alternative (awi-TUR'-n:. 
tiv), you have no other choice. 

You see how easy it is to understand the meanings of ihc^c| 
words once you realize that they all como from the same source 



And keeping in miiid that aUer means other, you can quickly un- 
derstand words like alter ego, altercation, and alteration. 

An alteration (awl'-ta-RAY'-shan) is of course a change-^ 
making into something other. When you alter (AWL'-ter) .your 
plans, you make other plans. 

An altercation (awr-tor-KAY'-shon) is a verbal dispute. When 
you have an altercation with someone, you have a violent disagree- 
ment, a “fight” with words. And why? Because you have other 
ideas, plans, or opinions than those of the person on the other side 
of the argument. Altercation, by the way, is stronger than quarrel 
or dispute — the sentiment is more heated, the disagreement is 
likely to be angry or even hot-tempered, there may be recourse, if 
the disputants are human, to profanity or obscenity. You have 
altercations, in short, over pretty important issues, and the word 
implies that you get quite excited. 

Alter ego (AWL'-tar EE'-gd), which combines alter, other, 
with ego, I, self, generally refers to someone with whom you are 
so close that you both do the same things, think alike, react 
similarly, and are, in temperament, almost mirror images of each 
other. Any such friend is your other I, yovLt'other self, your alter 
ego. 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 

Digging a little into the derivation of three of our basic words, 
egoist, egotist, and altruist, has put us in touch with two important 
Latin roots, ego, I, self, and alter, other, and has made it possible 
for us to explore, with little difficulty, many other words derived 
from these roots. Pause now, for a moment, to digest these new 
acquisitions, and to say them aloud. 

1. ego EE'-go 

2. egocentric ee-go-SEN'-trik 

3. egomaniac ee-go-MAY'-nee-ak 

4. egofnaniacal ee'-go ma-Nr-a-kol 
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5. altruism 

6. altruistic 

7. to alternate (v.) 

8. alternate (adj. or noun) 

9. alternative 

10. alteration 

11. to alter 

12. altercation 

13. alter ego 


AL'-tr(55-iz-9m 

al-troo-IS'-tik 

AWLMdf-nayt' 

AWL'-tar-nat 

awI-TXJR'-na-tiv 

awJ'-tar-AY'-shan 

AWLMar 

awl'-tar-KAY'-shan 

AWU-tar EE'-go 


Can you work with the words? (I) 

You have seen how these thirteen words derive from the two 
Latin roots ego, I, self» and alter, other, and you have pronounced 
them aloud and thereby begun to make them part of your active 
vocabulary. 

Are you ready to match definitions to words? 


1. ego 


2. egocentric 

3. altruism 

4. to alternate 

5. to alter 

6. altercation 


a. one who is excessively fixated 
on his own desires, needs, 
etc. 

b. to change 

c. argument 

d. one's concept of oneself 

e. to take one, skip one, etc. 

f. philosophy of putting an- 
other’s welfare above one’s 
own 


KEY: 1-d, 2-a, 3-f, 4-e, 5-b, 6-c 


Con you work with the words? (11) 

1. egomaniacar 

2. altruistic 

3. alternative 


a. a change 

b. other possible 

c. interested in the welfare of 
others 
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4. alteration 

5. alter ego 

6. alternate iadj.) 


d. one's other self 

e. a choice 

f. morbidly, obsessively 
wrapped up in oneself 


KEY: 1-f, 2-c, 3-e, 4— a ,5— d, 6-b 


Do you understand the words? 


If you have begun to understand these thirteen words, you will 


be able to respond to the following questions. 



1. Is rejection usually a blow to one's ego? 

YES 

NO 

2. Are egocentric people easy to get along 

YES 

NO 

with? 

3. Does an egomaniac have a normal 

YES 

NO 

personality? 

4. Are egomaniacal tendencies a sign of 

YES 

NO 

maturity? 

5, Is altruism a characteristic of selfish 

YES 

NO 

people? 

6. Are altruistic tendencies common to 

YES 

NO 

egoists? 

7. Is an alternate plan necessarily inferior? 

YES 

NO 

8. Does an alternative allow you some 

YES 

NO 

freedom of choice? 

9. Does alteration imply keeping things 

YES 

NO 

the same? 



10. Do excitable people often engage in 

YES 

NO 

altercations? 



11. Is your alter ego usually quite sinular to 

YES 

NO 

yourself? 



KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7- 

-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 

1 0-yes, 11-yes 
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Con you rocoll the words? 

Have you learned these words so well that you can summon 
each one from your mind when a brief definition is offered? Re- 
view first if necessary; then, without further reference to previous 
pages, write the correct word in each blank. Make sure to check 
your spelling when you refer to the Key. 

1. one’s other self 1. A 

2. to change 2. A 

3. a heated dispute 3. A 

4. excessively, morbidly obsessed 4. R 

with one’s own needs, desires, or 

ambitions 

5. unselfish; more interested in the 5. A 

wclfaie of others than in one’s 

own 

6. utterly involved with oneself; 6. E 

self-centered 

li a choice 7. A 

8. one who substitutes for another 8. A 


KEY: l-alter ego, 2-alter, 3-altercation, 4-egomaniacal, 5-iil- 
truistic, 6-egoccntric, 7-aUcmative, 8-aIternate 


{End of Session 2) 



SESSION 3 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . depends how you furn 

Introvert, extrovert, and ambivert are built on the Latin verb 
verto, to turn. If your thoughts are constantly turned inward 
(intro-), you are an introvert; outward (extro-), an extrovert; 
and in both directions (amhi-), an ambivert. The prefix omh/-, 
t)ofh, is also found in ambidextrous (am'-ba-DEKS'-tras), able to 
use both hands with equal skill. The noun is ambidexterity (am'- 
ba-deks-TAIR'-a-tee) . 

Dexterous (DEKS'-ta-ros) means skillful, the noun dexterity 
(deks-TAlR'“D-iee) is skill. The ending -ous is a common adjec- 
tive suffix (famous, dangetous, perilous, etc.); -Ity is a common 
noun suffix (vanity, quality, simplicity, etc.). 

(Spelling caution: Note that the letter following the I- in om- 
bidextrous is -r, but that in dexterous the next letter is -e.) 

Dexter is actually the Latin word for right hand — In the am- 
bidextrous person, both hands are right hands, so to speak. 

The right hand is traditionally the more skillful one; it is only 
within recent decades that we have come to accept that “lefties” 
or “southpaws” are just as normal as anyone else — and the term 
left-handed is still used as a synonym of awkward. 

The Latin word for the left hand is sinister. This same word, in 
English, means threatening, evil, or dangerous, a further com- 
mentary on our early suspiciousness of left-handed persons. There 
may still be some parents who insist on forcing left-handed chil- 
dren fo change (though left- handedness i» inherited, and as much 
an integral part of its possessor as eye color or nose shape), with 
various unfortunate results to the child — ^sometimes stuttering or 
an inability to read with normal skill. 
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xne rrcDcn woro mr cae ieji nana is gaucne, ana, as ym wouk 
suspect when we tCH^ diis word over into English we invested i 
with an uncomplimentaiy meaniog. Call someone gauche (GOSH] 
and you imply clumsiness, generally social rather than physical 
(We’re right back to our age-old misconception that left-handei 
people are less skillful than right-handed ones,) A gauche remar] 
is tactless; a gauche offer of sympathy is so bumbling as to be eiii 
barrassing; gaucherie ((Ky-^e-iee) is an a^ward, clumsy, tad 
less, embarrassing way of saying things or of handling situations 
The gauche person is totally without finesse. 

And the French word for the right hand is droit, which we hav 
used in building our English word adroit (a-DROYT')- Needles 
to say, adroit, like dexterous, means skillful, but especially in th 
exercise of the mental facilities. Like gauche, adroit, or its nou 
adroitness, usually is used figuratively. The adroit person is quick 
witted, can get out of difiicult spots cleverly, can handle situation 
ingeniously. Adroitness is, then, quite the opposite of gaucherie. 


2. love, hate, and marriage 

Misanthrope, misogynist, and misogamist are built on the Gree 
root misein, to hate. The misanthrope hates mankind (Greek an 
thropos, mankind); the misogynist hates women (Greek gym 
woman); the misogamist hates marriage (Greek gamos, mai 
riage). 

Anthropos, mankind, is also found in anthropology (an~thn 
POL'-a-j^)* the study of the development of the human rac( 
and in philanthropist (fa-LAN'-thro-pist), one who loves mar 
kind and shows such love by making substantial financial contr 
butions to charitable organizations or by donating time and energ 
to helping those in need. 

The root gyne, woman, is also found in gynecologist (gln-s 
KOL'-o-jist or jin-o-KOL'-o-jist), the medical specialist wh 
treats female disorders. And the root gamos, marriage, occurs als 
in monogamy (ma-NOG'-o-mee), bigamy (BIG'-a-mee), an 
polygamy (po-LlG'-o-mee). 

(As we will discover lator, monos means one, h/- means twt 
polys means many,) 
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So monogamy is tiie custom of only one marriage (at a time). 

Bigamy, hy etymology, is two marriages — in actuality, the un- 
lawful act of contracting another marriage without divorcing one's 
current legal spouse. 

And polygamy, by derivation many marriages, and therefore ety* 
mologically denoting plural marriage for either males or females, 
in cunent usage generally refers to the custom practiced in earliw 
times by the Mormons, and before them by King Solomon, in 
which the man has as many wives as he can afford financially 
and/or emotionally. The correct, but rarely used, term for this 
custom is polygyny (pa-LIJ'-a-nee) — polys, many, plus gyne, 
woman. 

What if a woman has two or more husbands, a form of mar- 
riage practiced in the Himalaya Mountains of Tibet? That custom 
is called polyandry (pol-ee-AN'-dree), from polys plus Greek 
andros, male. 


3. making friends with suffixes 

English words have various forms, using certain suffixes for 
nouns referring to persons, other suffixes for practices, attitudes, 
philosophies, etc, and still others for adjectives. 

Consider: 


Person 

Practice, etc. 

Adjective 

1. misanthrope or 

misanthropy 

misanthropic 

misanthropist 

2. misogynist 

misogyny 

misogynous or 

3. gynecologist 

gynecology 

misogynistic 

gynecological 

4. monogamist 

monogamy 

monogamous 

5. bigamist 

bigamy 

bigamous 

6. polygamist 

polygamy 

polygamous 

7. polygynist 

polygyny 

polygynous 

8. polyandrist 

polyandry 

polyandrous 

9. philanthropist 

philanthropy 

philanthropic 

10. anthropologist 

anthropology 

anthropological 


You will note, then, that ^ist Is a common suffix for a person; -y 
for a practice, attitude, etc.; and -ic or -ous for an adjective. 
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4. living olone and liking if 

Ascetic is from the Greek word asketes, monk or hermit. 

A monk lives a lonely life — not for him the pleasures of the 
fleshpots, the laughter and merriment of convivial g atherings, the 
dissipation of high living. Rather, days of contemplation, study, 
and rough toil, nights on a hard bed in a simple cell, and the kind 
of self-denial that leads to a purification of the soul. 

That person is an ascetic who leads an existence, voluntarily of 
course, that compares in austerity, simplicity, and rigorous hard- 
ship with the life of a monk. 

TTie practice is asceticism (a-SET'-a-siz-am), the adjective <w- 
cetic. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 

Notice how efficiently you can master words by understanding 
their etymological structure. Stop for a moment to review the 
roots, prefixes, and suffixes you have studied. Can you recall a 
word we have discussed in this chapter that is built on the in- 
dicated prefix, root, or suffix? 


PREFIX, ROOT, 


SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. eso 

self, I 

2. alter 

Other 

3. intro* 

inside 

4. extra* 

outside 

5. verto 

turn 

6. ambi* 

both 

7. misein 

hate 

8. anthropos 

mankind 

9. gyne 

woman 

10. games 

marriage 

11. asketes 

monk 


EXAMPLE 
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12. centrum 

center 

13. mania 

madness 

14. dexter 

right hand 

15. sinister 

left hand 

16. gauche 

left hand 

17. droit 

right hand 

18. monos 

one 

19. W- 

two 

20. polys 

many 

21. andros 

male 

22. ~ist 

person who 
{noun suffix) 

23. -y 

Practice, custom, etc. - 
{noun suffix) 

24. -ous 

adjective suffix 

25. -iry 

quality, 

condition, 

etc. {noun suffix) 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? Cl) 

Say each word aloud! Hear it in your own voice! Say it often 
enough so that you feel comfortable with it, noting carefully from 
the phonetic respelling exactly how it should sound. 

Remember that the first crucial step in mastering a word is t6 be 
able to say it with ease and assurance. 


1. ambidextrous 

2. amhUlexterity 

3. dexterous 

4. dexterity 

5. sinister 

6. gauche 


am-bo-DHKSMras 

am'-ba-deks-TAIR'-o-tee 

DEKS'-tras 

deks-TAIR'-d“tee 

SIN'-«tar 

GOSH (Say the English word 
go, then quickly add -<sli.) 
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7. gaucherie 

8. adroit 

9. adroitness 

10. anthropology 

11. anthropologist 

12. anthropological 

13. philanthropist 

14. philanthropy 

15. philanthropic 

16. gynecologist 

17. gynecology 

18. gynecological 

19. monogamist 

20. monogamy 

21. monogamous 


Gd'-^a-ree 

d-DROYT' 

^DROYT'-nass 

an-thra-POL'-o-jee 

an-thra-POL'-a-jist 

anMhra-pa-LOJ'^a-kal 

fa-LAN'-thra-pist 

fa-LAN'-thra-pce 

fil-an-THROPMk 

gin {or jin or jlnj-a-KOL'-a-Jist 

gin {or jin or jTn)«a-KOL'-a-jee 

gin (or jin or ]In)-a-ka-LOJ'-a-kal 

ma-NOG'-a-mist 

ma-NCXj'-a-mee 

ma-NOG'-a-mas 


Con you fM-onounco the words? (II) 


1. bigamist' 

2. bigamy 

3. bigamous 

4. polygamist 

5. polygamy 

6. polygamous 

7. polygynist 

8. polygyny 

9. polygynous 

10. polyandrist 

11. polyandry 

12. polyandrous 

13. misanthropist 

14. misanthropy 

15. misanthropic 

16. misogyny 

17. misogyncfus 

18. misogynistic 

19. ndsogamy 

20. misogamous 

21. asceticism 


BIG'-a-mist 

BIG'-a-mce 

BIG'-a-mas 

pa-LIG'-a-mist 

pa-LIG'-a-mee 

pa-LIGVmas 

pa-LU'-a-nist 

pa-LIJ'-a-nec 

pa-LIJ'-o-nas 

pol-ee-AN'«drist 

pol-ec-AN'-dree 

pol-ce-AN'-dras 

mis-AN'-thra-pist 

mis-AN^-thra-pee 

mis-an-THROF-ik 

ma-SOJ-a-nce 

ma-SOJ'-a-nas 

ma-soj'-a-NIS'-tik 

ma-SOG'-a-mcc 

ma-SOG-a-mas 

a-SET-a-siz-am 
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:an you work with the words? (I) 


Check on your comprehension! See how successfully you can 

natch words and meanings! 


. ambidextrous 

a. evil, threatening 

dexterous 

b. hating mankind 

sinister 

c. skillful 

.. gauche 

d. awkward 

I. misanthropic 

e. capable of using both hands 


with equal skill 

tEY; 1-e. 2-c, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


-an you work with the words? (II) 



!. anthropology 

a. 

system of only one marriage 

1 gynecology 

b. 

hatred of women 

1. monogamy 

c. 

illegal plurality of marriages 

1. bigamy 

d. 

study of human development 

5. misogyny 

c. 

study of female ailments 

<EY: l-d. 2-.;, 3-a, 4-c, 5-b 


Can you work with the words? (Ill) 


1. polygamy 

a. devotion to a lonely and aus- 


tere life 

1. misc»gamy 

b. skill, cleverness 

1. asceticism 

c. custom in which one man 


has many wives 

1, philanthropy 

d. love of mankind 

>. adroitness 

e< hatred of marriage 

KEY: 1-c, 2-«, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 
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Can you work with tho words? (IV) 
L polygynist 

2. polyandrist 

3. anthropologist 

4. gynecologist 

5. philanthropist 


a. student of the development 
of mankind 

b. one who engages in charita- 
ble works 

c. male with a plurality of wives 

d. women’s doctor 

e. female with a plurality of 
husbands 


KEY: 1-c, 2-e, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


Do you understand the words? 


1. 

Can ambidextrous people use either the 
left or nght hand equally well? 

YES 

NO 

2. 

Should a surgeon be manually 
dexterous? 

YE.S 

NO 

3. 

Is a 5/«/j/er-!ooking person frightening? 

YES 

NO 

4. 

Is gaucherie a social asset? 

YES 

NO 

5. 

Is an adroit speaker likely to be a 
successful lawyer? 

YES 

NO 

6. 

Is a student of anthropology interested 
in primitive tribes? 

YES 

NO 

7. 

D^s a gynecologist have more male 
than female patients? 

YES 

NO 

8. 

Is monogamy the custom in Western 
countries? 

YES 

NO 

9. 

Is a misogamist likely to show 
tendencies toward polygamy? 

YES 

NO 

10. 

Is a bigamist breaking the law? 

YES 

NO 

11. 

Is a philanthropist generally altruistic? 

YES 

NO 

12. 

Does a misanthropist enjoy human 
relationships? 

YES 

NO 

13. 

Does a misogynist enjoy female 

YES 

NO 


companionship? 
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4. Are unmarried people necessarily 
misofiamotiS? 

5. .\re bachelors necessarily misogynous? 

6. Is asceticism compatible with luxurious 
living and the pursuit of pleasure? 

7. Does a polycndrist have more than one 
husband? 


.EY: 1- yes, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8~ycs, 
9 -no, 10-yes, 1 1-yes, 12-no, 13-no, 14-no, 15-no, 
16-no, 17-yes 


YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 


on you recall the words? 


1 . philosophy of living austerely 

1. A_ 

2 hatred of women 

2 M.. 

3. hatred of marriage 

3. M- 

4. hatred of mankind 

4. M-. 

5. skillful 

5. D_ 

6 awkward 

6. 

7. evil, threatrniiig 

7. 

8. describing iiatred of women 

8. M- 

{adj.) 

or M-_ 

9 skill 

9. A._ 

0. pertaining to hatred of 

10. M- 

marriage, {adj.) 


I . pertaining to hatred of 

11. M_ 

mankind (adi.) 


2. social custom of plural 

12. P__ 

mrrricjge 

or P 


r7r P— 

3. unlawful state of having more 

13. 

than one spouse 


4. doctor spccialir.ing in female 

14- 

disorders 


5. custom of one marriage at 3 

15. M_. 


time 
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16. one who hates the human race 

14 M. 


or M- 

17. able to use both hands with 

17. A- 

equal skill 


18. study of mankind 

18. A- 

19. one who loves mankind 

19. P- 

20. skill in the use of both hands 

20. A- 


KEY: 1 -asceticism, 2-misogyny, 3-misogamy, 4— misanthropy, 
S-dexterous, 6-gauche, 7-sinister, 8-misogynous or misog- 
ynistic, 9-adroitness, 10-misogamous, 11 -misanthropic, 
12-poIygamy, polyandry, or polygyny, 13-bigamy, 
14-gynecologist, 15-monogamy, 16-misanthropist or mis- 
anthrope, 1 7-ambidextrous, 18-anthropology, 19-philan- 
thropist, 20-ambidexterity 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Puts selfish desires first: (a) egoist, (b) egotist, (c) altruist 

2. Is self-analytical: (a) extrovert, (b) introvert, (c) ambivert 

3. Hates women: (a) misogamist, Q>) misanthrope, (c) misogynist 

4. One’s other self: (a) altercation, (b) alter ego, (c) alteration 

5. Awkward, clumsy: (a) adroit, (b) dexterous, (c) gauche 

6. Plural marriage as a custom: (a) bigamy, (b) polygamy, (c) mo- 
nogamy 

7. Study of human development: (a) asceticism, (b) philanthropy, 
(c) anthropology 

8. Plurality of husbands as a custom: (a) misogyny, (b) polygyny, 
(c) polyandry 


KEY: 1-a, 2-b, 3-c. 4-b, 5-c, 6-b, 7-c. 8-c 
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B. Can you. recognize roots? 


ROOT 

1. ego 

2. alter 

3. verto 

4. misein 

5. anthropos 

6. gyne 

7. gamos 

8. centrum 

9. dexter 

10. droit 

1 1 . monox 

12. andros 


MEANING EXAMPLE 

egoist 

alternative 

introvert 

misogynist 

anthropologist 

gynecologist 

bigamy 

egocentric 

dexterous 

adroit 

monogamy 

polyandry 


KEY : 1-self, 2-other, 3-to turn, 4-to hate, 5-mankind, 6-woman, 
7-marriage, 8-center, 9-right hand, 10-right hand, 11-one, 
12-niale 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AAAATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

Suppose you met the following words in your reading. Recog- 
nizing the roots on which they are constructed, could you figure 
out the meanings? Write your answers on the blank lines. 

1 . anthropocentric: 

2. andromania: — 

3. gynandrous: 

4. monomania: ; — 

5. misandrist: 


{Answers in Chapter 18.) 
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STICK TO YOUR TIME SCHEDULE! 


In three sessions, you have become acquainted with scores of 
new, vital, exciting words. You understand the ideas behind these 
words, their various forms and spellings, their pronunciation, their 
derivation, how they can be used, and exactly what they mean. I 
do not wish to press a point unduly, but it is possible that you 
have learned more, new words irt the short time it took you to 
cover this chapter dian the averag«* adult learns in an entire year. 
This realization should make you feej both gratified and excited. 

Funny thing about time. A.side from the fact that we all, rich or 
poor, :Ac\i or well, the same amount of time, exactly twenty- 
four hours every djy (that is looking at time from a static point of 
view), it is also true th«it we can always find time for the things we 
enjoy doing, almost never for the things we find unpleasant (and 
that is looking at tinje from the dynamic point of view). I am nnt 
merely being philosophical- -I am sure you will agree with this 
concept if you give it a little thouglu. 

If you have enjoyed learning new words, ac\.cpting new chal- 
lenges, gaining new understanding, and di.scovering the thrill of 
successful accomplishment, then make sure to stay with the time 
schedule you have set up for vtmrself. 

crucial jactor in' successful, ongoing learning nmtinc. 

Develop a comfortable lime routine, persevere against all dis- 
tractions, and you will loam anything you sincerely want to learn. 

So, to give yoniscif an edge, write here the day and hour you 
pkan to rofuro to your work: 

l>xY: 

timl: 


(Bful cyf Session .^) 



^Brief Intermission One^ 


TEST YOUR GRAMMAR 


How foftd is your Eaglish? Have you ever said me and then won- 
dered if }t shouldn’t have been / — or vice versa? Do you some- 
times gel a little confused about lay and he or who and whom? 
Perhaps you are ('fien a little less than certain about the distino 
tion between t^set and affect, principal and principle, childish and 
childlike? 

Here is a series of quick tests that will show you how' skillful 
you are in using the right word in the right place, that will give 
you a reliable indication of how your language ability compares 
with the average. 


TEST I--EASY 

If your English is every' bit as good as average, you will have no 
difficulty making a proper choice in at Icfist eight of the following 
tcii sentences. 

1. There is a beautiful moon out tonight and Estelle and I are 
going for a siroll — -would you like to come along with (she 
nod I, her and me?) 

2. Your husband doesn’t believe that you are older than (I, 
me). 
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3. Maybe we*re not as rich as (they, them), but I bet we*re a lot 
happier. 

4. Does your child still (lay, lie) down for a nap after lunch? 

5. When we saw Mary openly flirting with Nellie’s husband, we 
(could, couldn’t) hardly believe our eyes. 

6. You should (of, have) put more vermouth into the martini. 

7. Does your company (leave, let) you have as long a lunch 
break as you would like? 

8. Harriet feels that her (brothcrs-in-law, brother-in-laws) are 
impossible to get along with. 

9. “V^at (kind of, kind of a) car are you looking for?" asked 
the salesman. 

10. Mrs. White was delighted that the Fennells had invited John 
and (she, her) to their party. 

Is your English up to par? here are the correct answers 

l“her and me, 2-1, 3-they, 4-lic, 5-could, 6-havc, 7~lct, 
8-brothcrs-in-law, 9-kind of, 10-her 


TEST If— HARDER 

Choose correctly in at Icfist seven of the following problems to 
consider that your akill is distinctly above average — get all ten 
right to conclude that you rarely, if ever, make an error in gram- 
mar. 

1. What (effect, affect) has the new administration's policies 
had on investor confidence? 

2. A feeling of one’s worth is one of the (principle, principal) 
goals of psychological therapy. 

3. There’s no sense (in, of) carrying on that way. 

4. I can’t remember (who, whom) it was. 

5. The infant (lay, laid) quietfy sucking its thumb. 

6. No one but (she, her) ever made a perfect score on the test. 

7. In the early days of frontier history, horse thieves were 
(hanged, hung). 

8. Neither of your responses (arc, is) satisfactory. 
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9. Either of these two small cars» if (aoj^ily mahitafned, (te, 
are) sure give over thir^ myes per g^dloa In hi^way 
driving. 

10. Tell (whoever, whomever) is waiting to come in. 

Is your Eo^h above average? herb are the correct answers 
1-effect, 2-f)rincipal, 3-in, 4-who, 5-lay, 6-licr, 7-banged, 
8-is, 9-is, 10-whoever 


TEST Hi— HARDEST 

Now you can discover how close you are to being an expert In 
English. The next ten sentences are no dndx — ^you will be acquit* 
ting yourself creditably if you check the correct word five times 
out of ten. And you have every right to consider yourself an ex- 
pert if you get nine or ten right. 

1. We have just interviewed an applicant (who, whom) the 
committee believes is best qualified for the portion. 

2. She is one of those gifted writers who (tunis, turn) out one 
best seller after another. 

3 Don’t sound so (incredulous, Incredible); what 1 am saying is 
absolutely true. * 

4. We were totally (disinterested, uninterested) in the offer* 

5 . This recipe calls for two (cupsful, cupfuls) of su^. 

6. Are you trying to (infer, imply) by t^ose words that he is not 
to be trusted? 

7. We thought the actress to be (she, her), but we weren’t .sure. 

8. Was it (she, her) you were talking about? 

9. Your criteria (is, are) not valid. 

10. “It is I who (is, am) the only friend you*ve got,” she told him 
pointedly. 

Arc you an expert? here are the correct answers 
1-wbo. 2-turn, 3-incredulous, ,4-unmtcrested, 5-^pfi^ 
b-imply, 7-4icr, 8-she, 9-are, 10-am 
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4 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT 
DOCTORS 

{Sessions 4-6) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

What is the title of the doctor who specializes ins 

e internal medicine? 

• female ailments? 

• pregnancy and childbirth? 

• the treatment and care of infants and young children? 

• skin disorders? 

• diseases of the eye? 
e heart problems? 

• the brain and nervous system? 

e mental and emotional disturbances? 
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SESSION 4 


In this chapter we discuss ten medical qpedaBsta-HHPhat thqr 
do, bow they do it, what they are called. 

IDEAS 


1 . what's wrong with you? 

To find out what ails you and why, this specialist gives you ? 
thorough physical examination, using an impressive array of tests; 
X ray, bl<^ chemistry, urinalysis, cardiogram, and so on. 

An Memisi 


2. female troubles? 

This specialist treats the female reproductive and sexual organs. 

A gynec(^ogist 


3. having o baby? 

This specialist delivers babies and takes care of the mother dur- 
ing and immediately after the period of her pregnancy. 

An obstetrician 


4. Is your baby ill? 

You know the common childhood mala dies — ^mumps, whoop- 
ing cough, chicken pox, measles. This specialist limits his prs^ioe 
to youngsters, taking care of babies directly after birth, su^r- 
vising their diet and watching over their growth ajjj^ dev^Mi^ 
giving them the seties of inoculations that haS done so imidi JiSk 
decrease infant mortality, and soothing their anxious parents. 

A peduOridan 
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5. skin clear? 


You have heard the classic riddle: *‘What is the best use for 
pigskin?’* Answer: *To keep the pig together.” Human skin has a 
similar purpose: it is, if we get down to fundamentals, what keeps 
us all in one piece. And our outer covering, like so many of our 
internal organs, is subject to diseases and infections of various 
kinds, running the gainm from simple acne and eczemas through 
impetigo, psoriasis^ andf cancer. There is a specialist who treats all 
such skin diseases. 

A dermatologist 


6. eyes okay? 

The physician whose specialty is disorders of vision (myopia, 
astigmatism, cataracts, glaucoma, etc.) may prescribe glasses, ad- 
minister drugs, or perform surgery. 

An ophthalmologist 


7. how are your bones? 

This specialist deals with the skeletal structure of the body, 
treating bone fractures, slipped discs, clubfoot, curvature of the 
spine, dislocations Qf the hip, etc., and may correct a condition ei- 
ther by surgery or by "the use of braces or other appliances. 

An orthopedist 


3. doei your heart go pilter-oatt^r? 

This specialist treats diseases of the heart and ciiculaiory sys- 
tem, 

A. cardiologist 


9. Is your broin working? 

This physiciaii specializes in the treatment of disorders of the 
brain, spinal cord, and the rest of tlie nervous system. 

A neurologist 
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10. ore you nouroHc? 

This specialist attempts t o alleviate mental and motional dis- 
turbances by means of various techniques, occasionally drugs or 
electroshock, more often private or group psydiothecapy. 

A psychiatrist 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? 

Words take on a new color if you hear them in your own voice; 
they begin to belong to you more personally, more intimately, 
than if you merely hear or read them. As always, therefore, say 
the words aloud to take the first, crucial step toward complete 
masteiy. 

1. internist 

2. gynecologist 

3. obstetrician 

4. pediatrician 

5. dermatologist 

6. ophthaimologist 

7. orthopedist 

8. cardiologist 

9. neurologist 

10. psychiatrist 

Con you work with the vrords? 

Match each doctor to the field. 

FIELDS DOCTORS 

1. mental or emotional a. internist 

disturbances 

2. nervous system b. gynecologist 


in-TURNMst 

gin (or jin or j!n)->'K0U-9^]ist 

ob-sta-TRISH^-on 

pee'-dee-o-TRlSH'-on 

dur-mo-TOL'-o-jist 

off-thal-MOL^-o-jist 

awr-tho-PEE'-dist 

kahr-dee-OL'-o-jist 

noor-OL'-o-jist 

$I (orsa)-KI'-o-trist 
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3. skin c. obstetrician 

4. diagnosis; internal organs d. pediatrician 

, 5. infants e. dermatologist 

6. female reproductive organs f. ophthalmologist 

7. eyes g. orthopedist 

8. heart h. cardiolo^st 

9. pr^ancy, childbirth i. neurologist 

10. skeletal system }. psychiatrist 

KEY: 1-j, 2-i, 3-0, 4-a, 5-d, 6-b, 7-f, 8-h, 9-c, 10-g 


Do you undurstond thewords? 

1. Is an internist an expert in diagnosis? 

2. Is a gyneco/ogfsi familiar with the 
female reproductive organs? 

3. Does an^ohnetr/clon specialize in 
diseases of childhood? 

4. Does a pedfelridon deliver babies? 

5. If you had a skill disease, would you 
visit a dermatoic^t? 

6. tf you had trouble with your vision 
would you visit an orthopedist? 

7. Is an op/uhn/mologfst an eye specialist? 

8. Does a eordiofegisl treat bone 
feactuies? 

. 9. Is a neurofegirt a nerve specialist? 
iO. ff you were nervous, tense, overly 
anxious, constantly fearful for no 
apparent reasons, would a psychiatrist 
be the ^)ecialist to see? 


YES NO 
YES NO 

YES rko 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes,, 8-no, 
9-y^, IQ-yes 
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Ccm you rucoN Hi« words? 

Write the oame of the specialist you ndght visit or be referred 


to: 

1. for a suspected brain disorder 1. R 

2. forathorou^intemai 2. L. 

checkup 

3. if you have a ddn disease 3. D. 

4. if you have a heart problem 4. C. 

5. if you are tense, fearful, 5. P. 

iosecure 

6. if you are pregnant 6. Ol 

7. for some disorder of the female 7. G. 
reproductive organs 

8. for a checkup for your 8. P. 

two-month-old child 

9. for faulty vision 9. Ol 

10. for curvature of the spine 10. O. 


KEY: l-neurologist, 2-intendst, 3*-dennatologist, 4-cardiolQgist, 
S-psychiatrist, 6-obstetrkian, 7-gynecologist, S-pediatri- 
cian, 9-ophth^ologi8t, 10-orthopedist 


(End of session 4) 


SESSION 5 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. inside you 

Hmemist and Uaermd derive from the aame Latin root, hUenou, 
inside. The bdmdst is a spedalist in fetamd medicine^ hi the ck- 
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ploration of your inMes. This i^ysictan determines the state of 
your internal organs in order to discover wlmfs happening witkin 
your body to cause the troubles you*re complaining of. 

Do not confuse the internist with the intern (also spelled inr 
terne)^ who is a medical graduate servin g an apprenticeship inside 
a hospital 


2. doctors for women 

The word gynecologist is built on Greek gyne, woman, plus 
logos, science; etymologically, gynecology is the science (in actual 
use, the medical science) of women. Adjective; gynecological (^n 
[or jin or Jinj-a-kn-LOr-o-kd). 

Obstetrician derives from Latin obstetrix, midwife, which in 
turn has its source in a Latin verb meaning to stand — ^midwives 
stand in front of the woman in labor to aid in the delivery of the 
infant. 

The suflfix -icUm, as in obstetrician, physician, musician, magi- 
dan, electrician, etc., means expert. 

Obstetrics (ob-STET-riks) has only within the last 150 years 
become a respectable specialty. No further back than 1834, Pro- 
fessor William P. Dewees assumed the first chair of obstetrics at 
the University of Pennsylvania and had to brave considerable 
medical contempt and ridicule as a result — the delivery of chil- 
dren was then coopered beneath the dignity of the medical pro- 
fession. 

Adjective: obstetric (ob-STEP-rik) or obstetrical (ob-STEP- 
T»*‘kd). 


3. dhiidren 

Paiiatrician b a combination of Greek paidos, child; iatreia 
medical healing; and -ician, expert 

PedUorks (pee-dee-AP-riks), then, is by etymology the medi< 
cal healing of a child. Adjective: pediatric (pee-dee-AP-rik). 

(The ped- you see in words lilm pedestal, pedal, and pedestriar 
is from the Latin pedis, foot, and despite the identical spelling ii 
Engibhhas no xdatioasldp to Greek pddos ) 





Pedagogy <P£D->^-jee), which combines paidos with 
ogogos^ leading^ is, etymologically, the leading of children. And to 
what do yoa lead them? To learning, to develofniient, to growth, 
to maturity. From the moment of biitibi, infants are led by adults — 
they are tau^t, first by parents and then by teachers, to be self- 
suii^ient, to fit into the culture in which ^ey are ^m. Hence, 
pedagogy, which by derivation means the leading of a child, refers 
actually to the principles and methods of teaching. College stu- 
dents majoring in ^ucation take certain standard pedagogy 
courses — ^the history of education; educational psychology; the 
psychology of adolescents; principles of teaching; etc. Adjective: 
pedagogiad (ped-d-GOr*»-kdl). 

A pedagogue (PED'-9-gog) is versed in pedagogy. But peda- 
gogue has an unhappy history. From its original, neutral meaning 
of teacher, it has deteriorated to the point where it refers, today, 
to a narrow'rainded, s tnait-l accd, old-fashioned, dogmatic t eacher. 
It is a word of contempt and should be used with caution. 

Like pedagogue, demagogue (DEM'-c-gog) has also deterio- 
rated in meaning. By derivation a leader (agogos) of the people 
(demos), a demagogue today is actually one who attempts, in es- 
sence, to mislead the people, a politician who foments discontent 
among the masses, rousing them to fever pitch by wild oratory, In 
an attempt to be voted into office. 

Once elected, demagogues use political power to further their 
own personal ambitions or fortunes. 

Many ‘‘leaders” of the past and present, in countries around the 
world, have been accused of demagoguery (dem-o-GOG'-a-rce). 
Adjective: demagogic (dem-a-GOJMk). 


4. skin-deep 

The dermatologist, whose specialty is dermatology (dur-ma- 
TOL'-a-jee), is so named from Greek derma, skin. Adjective: 
dermatological (dur'-ma-ta-LOJ'-a-k^). 

See the syllables derma in any English word and you will know 
there is some reference to skin — txx example, a hypodermic (hi- 
pa-DUR'-mik) needle penetrates under (Greek, hypos) the skin; 
the epidermis (ep-a-DUR'-mis) is the outermost layer of skin; 
a taxidermist (TAKS'-a-dur-mist), whose business is taxidermy 
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(TAXS'-9-diii^mee)p prq)ates» stuffit» and monnts the dtins of 
animals; a pachyderm (PAK^-o-dnnn) la an animal with an mi- 
Qsiiafly thick Mu like an eluant, hippopotamus, or ihinoceros; 
and dermaiiHs (tte-ma-TP-tis) is the general . name for any skin 
Inflammadon, irritation, or infection. 


5. the eyes hove if 

Ophtfudmohglsi — note the ph preceding rh— 4$ from Greek 
oMudmos, eyt, plus logos, science or study. The specialty is 
aphthdmohgy ^ (oflT-thalrMOL'-e-jee), the adjective ophthaU 
mdogiad (oflNhal-me-LOI'-e-kal). 

An eaiher title for this physician, still occasionally used, is ocu- 
list (OK'-ye-list), from Latin oculus, tyt, a root on which the fol- 
lowing English words are also built: 

1. ocular (OK'-ya-br) — an adjective that refers to the eye 

2. monocle (MON'-e-kal)— ^ lens for one (monos) eye, ^rted 
characters in old movies as a symbol of the British so-called 

upper class 

3. binoculars (bo-NOK^-ya-brz) — field glasses that increase 
the range of two (h/-) ^es 

4. And, strangely enough inoculate (in-OK'^-ya^ayt'), a word 
commonly misspelled with two n’s. When you are inoculated 
against a disease^ an puncture, or hole is made in your 
skin, through sriii^ serum is injected. 

Do not confuse die ophthalmologist or oculist, a medical spe- 
cialise, with two other praeddoners who deal with the eye — the 
optometrist (op-TObf-o-trist) and optician (op-TlSIT-en). 

Optometrists are not physicians, and do not perform surgery or 
admtinister drugs; they measure vision, test for glaucoma, and 

Opticians fill an optometrists or ophdudmologists psescr^don, 
griadlug kiises accordiog to ^ledflkadions; they do not examine 

IHHrPOTWt 

OptamtfHit combinea Oraek apsis, optikos, right or ririoa, iridi 
memn, assssanma k- the optomstrist, by eQrnology, it one ertio 
meamteBririui.llieaperirii^iioptiwieto' (op-TCHi'-e-tne). 
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Optician b built opsbl optikos, plus -Ician, expert Tbe 
specialty is optics (OP-tiks). 

Adjectives: optometrk: (op-td-MET-iik) or optometrical (op- 
U-MET-ro-kal), optical (OF-td-kel). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 


SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. internus 

Inside 

2. gyne 

woman 

3. obstetrix 

midwife 

4. paidos 

diild 

5. pedis 

foot 

6. agogos 

leading, leader 

7. demos 

people 

8. derma 

skin 

9. hypos 

under 

10. ophthaimos 

eye 

11. oculus 

eye 

12. monos 

one 

13. W- 

two 

14. -/cfun 

expert 

15. opsis, optikos 

vision, si^t 

16. matron 

measurement 


ENGLI»I WORD 


USING THE WORDS 

Can you pronounce the words? (I| 

1. intern (e) IN'-tum 

2. gynecology gTn-o-KOL'-a-jee* 

}in-o-KOL'-o-}^ ^ 

jTn-a-KOL-o-jec 

3. gynecological 

jin-a-ko-LOJ^-o-kal or 
jIn-9-ko-LOJ-d-koi 
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4 . ohstetrks 

5. obstetric 

6. obstetrical 

7. pediatries 

8. pediatric 

9. pedagogy 

10. pedagofdcdl 

11. pedagogue 

12. demagogue 

13. demagoguery 

14. demagogic 


ob-STET-riks 

oMTEir-rik 

0b-STBr-i9-lC9l 

pee-dee-AT-riks 

pee»de9-AT-tik 

PEiy-9-gO.jee 

ped-9-GOJ'-9>k^ 

PEiy-9-gog 

DEM'-9-gog 

dem-^-GOCK-d-ree 

dem-a-GOJ'-ik 


Can you pronounce the words? (11) 


1. dermatology 

2. dermatological 

3. hypodermic 

4. epidermis 

5. taxidermist 

6. taxidermy 

7. pachyderm 

8. dermatitis 

9. ophthalmology 

10. ophthalmological 

11. oculist 

12. ocular 

13. monocle 

14. binoculars 

15. inoculate 

16. optometrist 

17. optometry 

18. optometric 

19. optometrical 

20. optician 

21. optics 

22. optical 


dur-in9-TOU-9-jce 

dur'-ma-ts-LOJ'-a-kel 

bl-pe-DURM'-ik 

cp-o-DUR'-mis 

TAKS'-a-dur-mist 

TAKS^-a-dur-mee 

PAK'-anlunn 

dur-ma-Xr-tis 

off-thal-MOU-a-jee 

ofF-thal-ma-LOJ'-a-kal 

OK'-y^>-Ust 

OK'-ya-lar 

MON'-a-kal 

ba-NOK'-ya-larz 

in-OK'-ya-layf 

op-TOM'-a-trist 

op-TOM'-a-tree 

op-ta-MET-rik 

op-ta-MET'-ra-kal 

op-TISH'-an 

OF-tiks 

OP-ta-kal 
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Can you work with the words? (I) 

1. gynecology 

2. obstetrics 

3. pediatrics 

4. pedagogy 

5« demagoguery 

6. dermatology 

7. taxidermy 


a. principles of teaching 

b stuffing of skins of animals 

c. specialty dealing with the de- 
livery of newborn infants 

d. stirring up discontent among 
the masses 

e. treatment of skin diseases 

f. specialty dealing with wom- 
en's diseases 

g. specialty dealing with the 
treatment of children 


KEY: l-f,2-c,3-g,4-a,5-<i,6-^,7-4) 


Can you work with the words^ HI) 

1 hypodermic 
2. epidermis 

3 pachyderm 

4 dermrititis 

5. ophthalmologist 

6. optometrist 

7. optician 


a. elephant 

b. eye doctor 

c under the skin 

d. one who measures vision 

e lens grinder 

f. outc" layer of skin 

g. inflammation of the skin 


KEY: l-c, 2-f, 3-a, 4-g. 5-b, 6-<i, 7-^ 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Docs a treatise on obstetrics deal with 
childbirth? 

• YES 

NO 

2. Does gynecology deal with the female 
reproductive organs? 

YES 

NO 
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3. Ispt£f2a(Hlcrooiicemed with the 
diseases of old age? 

4. Does refer to teaching? 

5. Is a ped^tgogue an expert teacher? 

6. Is a demagogue interested in the 
welfare of the people? 

7. Is ulioa a pachyderm? 

S. Is the epidermis one of the layers of 
the skin? 

9. Is dermatitis an inflammation of one of 
the limbs? 

10. Is a taxidermist a medical practitioner? 

11. Is an ophthalmologist a medical 
doctor? 

12. Is an optometrist a medical doctor? 

13. Does an optician prescribe glasses? 


9-no, 10-no, 11-yes, 12-oo, 13-no 


YES 

NC 

YES 

MC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NC 

YES 

NO 

-no. 

8-yes, 


Can you recall the words? 


1. specialty of child delivery 

1. O. 

2. outer layer of skfn 

2. E. 

3. principles of teaching 

3. P- 

4. thick-skinned animal 

4. P- 

5. skin inflammation 

5. D. 

6. one who foments political 

6. D. 

discontent 


7. one who sells optical 

7. O. 

equipment 


8. medical graduate serving his 

8. L 

apprenticeship 


9. treatment of childhood diseases 

9. P. 

10. practice of stirring up political 

10. D. 


dissatisfaction for purely 
personal-gain 
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11. one who stuffs die ddns of 

11. T 



12. another tide for 

12. O 

oidithalmolo^ 


13. treatment of female ailments 

13. Q 

14. medical specialty relating to 

14. O 

diseases of the ^e 


15. one-lens ^glass 

15. M 

16. pertaining to the eye 

16. O 

17. one who measures vision 

17. O 


KEY: 1-obstetrics, 2-^ideniiis, 3-i>eda80gy, ^t-pachydemi, 
5-deniiatitis, 6-deiiiagogue, 7-optician, 8-inteni or ii^' 
teme, 9-pediatrics, lO-demagqguery, 1 1-taxidennist, 
12-ociilist, 13-gynecolpgy, 14-ophthalinology, IS-inono- 
cle, 16-ocular, 17-optoinetrist 


(End of Session 5) 


SESSION 6 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . the strafghteners 

The orthopedist is so called from the Greek roots orthos^ 
straight or correct, and paidos, child. The orthopedist, by etymol- 
ogy, straightens children. The term was coined in 1741 1^ ^ au- 
thor of a textbook on the prevention of childhood diseases — at 
that time the correction of spinal curvature in children was a main 
concern of practitioners of orthopedics (awr-tho-PEE'-diks). 
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' Today the specialty treats deformities, injuries, and dtse^es of 
the bones and joints (of adults as well as children, of course), 
often by sui^cal procedures. 

Adjective: orthopedic (awr-tha-PEE'-dik). 

Orthodontia (awr-tha-DON'-sha), the straightening of teeth, is 
built on orthos plus odonios, tooth. The orthodontist (awr-tha- 
DON^-tist) specializes Ixi improving your “bite,” retracting “buck 
teeth,’* and by means of braces and other techniques seeing to it 
that every molar. Incisor, bicuspid, etc. is exactly where it belongs 
in your mouth. 

Adjective: orthodontic (awr-tha-DON'-lik). 


2. the heort 

Cardiologist combines Greek kardia, heart, and logos, science. 

The specialty is cardiology (kahr-dee-OL'-a-jee), the adjective 
cardiological (kahr'-dee-a-rLOJ'-a-kal ) . 

So a cardiac (KAHR'-dee ak) condition refers to some mal- 
functioning of the heart; a cardiogram (KAHR' dec-a-gram') is 
an electrically produced record of the heartbeat. The instrument 
that produces this i-ecord is called a cardiograph (KAHR'-dee-.> 
graf). 


3. the nervous systenr' 

Neurologist derives from Greek neuron, nerve, plus logos, sci- 
ence. 

Specialty: neurology (nrior-OL'-s-jce); adjective: neurological 
(n<ror-a-LOJ'-a-kal). 

Neuralgia (ndbr-AL'-ja) is acute pain along the nerves and 
their branches; the word comes from neuron plus algos, pain. 

Neuritis (ndfir-I'-tis), is inflammation of the nerves. 

Neurosis (nd6r-0'-sis), combining neuron with a suffix 
meaning abnormal dr diseased condition, is not, despite its ety- 
mology, a disorder of the nerves, but rather, as described by the 
late Eric Berne, a psychiatrist, , . an illness characterize by 
esGcessive use of energy for unproductive purposes sc that person- 
ality development is hindered or stopped. A man who spends most 
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of his thne won^ii^ about his health, countiiig his money, plottiiif 
revenge, or wa^ng his hands, can hope for little emotkmal 
gcowth.** 

Neurotic (ndbr-OT'-ik) is both the adjective fonn and the teim 
for a person suffering from neuroeis. 


4. the mind 

A neurosis is not a form of mental unbalance. A full-blown 
mental disorder is called a psychosis (sT-KO'-sis), a word built 
cm Greek psyche, spirit, soul, or mind, plus •osis. 

A true psychotic (sl-KOP-ik) has lost contact with reality — et 
least with r^ity as most of us perceive it, thouc^ no doubt psy- 
^tic (note that this word, like neurotic, is both a noun and an 
adjective) people have their own form of reality. 

Built on psyche plus iatreia, medical healing, a psychiatrist by 
etymology is a mind-healer. The specialty is psychiatry (SI- or sa- 
Kl-a-tree) ; the adjective is psychiatric (sI-kee-A'F-rik) . 

Pediatrics, as you know, is also built on iatreia^ as is podiatry 
[pa-DT-d-tree), discussed in the neat chapter, and geriatrics 
(jair'-ee-AT'-riks), the specialty dealing with the particular medi- 
:a] needs of the elderly. (This word combines iatreia with Greek 
^eras, old age.) 

TTie specialist is a geriatrician (jair'-ee-o-TRISH'-on), the ad- 
ective is geriatric O’air'-ec-AT'-rik). 


lEVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


ROOT, SUFFIX 

1. orthos 

2. paidos (ped-) 

3. odontos 

4. kardia 

5. logos 

6. neuron 

7. algos 


MEANING 

straight, correct 

child 

tooth 

heart 

science; study 

nerve 

pain 


ENGLISH WORD 
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8 . 


9. HfU 

10. psyche 

11. iatreia 

1 0. o^rnv 


itmomator 
diseased oonditioii 
inflaxnmation 
spirit, soul, mind 
medical healing 
oldase 


IKIKl#^ TMP U/rkDM 


Can you pronounce the ¥rords (I) 


1. orthopedies 

2. orthopedic 

3. orthodontia 

4. orthodontist 

5. orthodontic 
d. cardiology 

7. cardiologiad 

8. cardiac 

9. cardiogram 
10. cardiograph 


awr-tha-PEE'-diks 

awr-tha-PEE'-dik 

awr-tha-DON'-sha 

awr-tha-DON'-tist 

awr tha-DON'-tik 

kahr-dee>OU-a-jee 

kahi'-dcc-a-LOJ'-a-kal 

KAHR'-dee-ak 

KAHR^-dee-a-gram' 

KAHR'-dec-a-graf 


Can vmi eronounce thn wards? HI 


1. neurology 

2. neurologica 

3. neuralgia 

4. neuritis 

5. neurosis 

6 . neurotic 
7* psychosis 

8. psychotic 

9. psychiatry 

10. psychiatric, 

11. geriatrics 

12. geriatrician 

13. eerialric 


ndbr-OL'-a-jcc 

ndbr-a LOJ'-a-kal 

ndbr-AL'-ja 

ndbr-I'-tis 

ndbr-6'-sis 

ndbr-OT'-ik 

sT-KO'-sis 

sl-KOr ik 

sT- or sa*lCI'-a-tree 

sI-kee-AT-rik 

jair'-ce-AT-riks 

jair'-ee-o-TRISH^a 

iair'-ce-AT'-rik 



Can you work with the words? (I) 

1. orthopedics 

2. orthodontia 

3. neuralgia 

4. neuritis 

5 geriatrics 


a. nerve pain 

b specialty dealing with medi- 
cal problems oi the elderly 

c. straightening of teeth 

d. inflammation of the nerves 

e. treatment of skeletal deform- 
ities 


KEY : 1-e, 2-c, 3-a, 4-d, 5-b 


Can y6u work with the words? ill) 

1. cardiogiam 

2. cardiogiaph 

3. neurosis 

4. psychosis 

5. psychiatiy 


a. record of heart beats 
b mental unbalance 

c. emotional disturbance 

d. treatment of personality dis- 
orders 

e. Instrument for recording 
heartbeats 


KEY; 1-a, 2-«, 3-c, 4-b. 5-d 


Do you understand the words? 


1. A gynecologist's patients are mostly 

TRUE 

FALSI 

men. 



2. Ophthalmology is the study of eye 

TRUE 

* FALSE 

diseases. 

3 Orthopedics is the specialty dealing 

TRUE 

FALSE 

with the bones and joints. 
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4. 

A cardiac patient has a heart idlment 

TRUE 

FALSE 

5. 

A person with a bad **bite** may profit 
from oHbadoruia. . 

TRUB 

FALSE 

6. 

Ncw^aigia is a disease of the bones. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

7. 

A neurosu is the same as a psychosis. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

8. 

Neuritis is inflammation of the nerves. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

9. 

Psychiatry is a medical specialty that 
deals with mental, emotional, and 
personality disturbances. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

10. 

A cardiograph is a device for recording 
heartbeats. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

11. 

Psychiatric treatment is designed to 
relieve tensions, fears, and insecurities. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

12. 

A doctor who specializes in pediatrics 
has very old patients. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

13. 

A geriatrician has very young patients. 

TRUE 

FALSE 


KEY: 1-F. 2-T, 3-T, 4-T, 5-T, 6-F, 7-F, 8-T, 9-T, 10-T, 
11-T, 12-F, 13-.F 


Can you recall the words? 

1. specialist who straightens teeth 

2. nerve pain 

3. medical specialty dealing with 
bones and joints 

4. medical specialty dealing with 
emotional disturbances and 
mental illness 

5. inflammation of the nerves 

6. emotional or personality 
disorder 

7. mentally unbalanced 

8. pertaining to the heart 

9. specialty dealing with medical 
problems of the elderly 


1. O- 

2. N- 

3. O- 

4. P_. 


5. N 

6. N 

7. P 

8. C 

9. O 
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10. Cl- 


10. insUi ii ne nt that leccwds heart 
action 

11. xecord produced by such an 11. C 

instrument 


KEY: l-orthodontist» 2-neundgla, 3-orthopedics, 4-p8ycliiatry^, 
5-neuiitis, 6-iieurosis, 7-ps^odc, S-cardiac, ^-^pBilatrics, 
10-cardlograph, 11-caidiograin 


CHAPTER REVIEW 

A. Do you reoo0nlzo tho words? 

1. Specialist In female ailments: 

(a) obstetrician, (b) gynecologist, (c) dermatologist 

2. Specialist In diil^n*s diseases: 

(a) orthopedist, (b) ^iatriclan, (c) internist 

3. Specialist in ^ discuses: 

(a) cardiologist, (b) opthalmologist, (c) optician 

4. Specialist in emotional disorders: 

(a) neurologist, (b) demagogue, (c) psychiatrist 

5. Pertaining to medical treatment of the elderly: 

(a) neurological, (b) obstetric, (c) gedatric 

6. Straigjhtening of teeth: 

(a) orthodontia, (b) orthopedic, (c) optometry 

7. Personality disorder: 

(a) neuritis, (b), neuralgia, (c) neurosis 

8. Mentally unbalanced: 

(a) neurotic, (b) psychotic, (c) cardiac 

9. Principles of teaching: 

(a) demagoguery, (Jb) pedagogy, (c) psychosis 


KEY: l-b,2-b,3-b, 4-c,5-c,6-a,7-c,8-b,9^ 
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B. Can you racogntze roots? 


ROOT 

1. interims 
2! paidos (ped-) 

3. pedis 

4. agogos 

5. demos 

6. derma 

7. hypos 

8. ophtkalmos 

9. oculiis 

10. opsis, optikos 

11. metron 

12. orthos 

13. odontos 

14. kardia 

15. logos 

16. neuroh 

17. algos 

18. psyche 

19. iatreia 

20. geras 


MEANING EXAMPLE 

internist 

pediatrician 

pedestrian 

pedagogue 

demagogue 

dermjitologist 

hypodermic 

ophthalmologist 

monocle 

optician 

optometrist 

orthopedist 

orthodontist 

cardiologist 

anthropologist 

neurologist 

neuralgia 

• psychiatrist 

psychiatry 

geriatrics 


KEY: 1-inside, 2-child, 3-foot, 4-leading, 5-pcoplc, 6-skin, 
7-undcr, 8-eye, 9-cye, 10-view, vision, sight, 11-nieasure- 
ment, 12-straight, correct, 13-tooth, 14-heart, IS-science, 
study, 16-ncrve, 17 -pain, 18-mind, 19-medical healing, 
20-old agie 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1. Thinking of the roots odontos and paidos (spelled ped- in 
English), figure out the meaning of pedodontta: 
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2. Recall the roots kardia and algos. What is the meaning of 
cardial^al 


3. Of odontalgid? 


4. Nostos is the Greek word for a return (home) . Can you com- 
bine this root with algos, pain, to construct the English word 
meaning homesickness 

? — 

{Answers in Chapter 1^) 


rWO KEYS TO SUCCESS: SELF-DISCIPLINE AND PERSISTENCE 

You can achieve a superior vocabulary in a phenomenally short 
time — given self-discipline and persistence. 

The greatest aid in building self-discipline is, as I have said, a 
natter of devising a practical and comfortable schedule for your- 
ielf and then keeping to that schedule. 

Make sure to complete at least one session each time you pick 
»p the book, and always decide exactly when you will continue 
ivith your work before you put the book down. 

There may be periods of difficulty — ^then is the time to exert the 
greatest self-discipline, the most determined persistence. 

For every page that you study will help you attain a mastery 
over words; every day that you work will add to your skill in un- 
derstanding and u^ng words. 


{End of Session 6) 
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— Brief Intermission Two- 


RANDOM NOTES ON MODERN USAGE 


English grammar is oonfusli^ enough as It is — ^what makes it dou- 
bly confoundli^ is that it is slowly but continually changing* 

This means that soma of the strict rules you memorized so pain- 
fdDy in your high school or college English courses may no longer 
be completely valid 

Following such outmoded principles, you may think you are 
speaking ^perfect" Bn^ish, and instead you may sound stuffy and 
.pedantic. 

The problem boils down to this: If grammatical usage is gradu* 
ally becomiQg more liberal, where does educated, unaffected, in- 
formal speech end? And where does illiterate, ungrammatical 
speech b^n? 

The followiiig notes on current trends in modem usage are in- 
tended to help you come to a decbkm about certain controversial 
expressions. As you read each sentence, pay particular attention 
to the italicized word or words. Does the usage square with your 
own language patterns? Would you be willing to phrase your 
diought in just terms? Decide whether the sentence is right or 
wrong, then compare your conchiskm with the opinion given in 
theexplanatoiy paragrafdis that follow the test 
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TEST YOURSEIf 


1. 

It you drink too many vodka martinis, 
you will surely get skk. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

t. 

Have you got a dollai? 

RiGirr 

WRONG 

3. 

No one loves you except /. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

4. 

Please lay down. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

5. 

fVho do you love? 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

6 . 

Neither of these cars are worth the 
money. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

7. 

The judge sentenced the murderer to be 
hung. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

8 . 

Mother, can I go out to play? 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

9. 

Take two spoonsful of this medktne 
every three hours. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

10. 

Your words seem to infer that Jack is a 
liar. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

11. 

I will be happy to go to the conceit 
with you. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

12. 

It is me. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

13. 

Go slow. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

14. 

Peggy and Karen are alumni of the 
same high school 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

15. 

I would like to ask you a question. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 


1. If you drink too many vodka martinis, you will surely get 
sick. 

RIGHT. The puristic objection is that get has only one mean- 
ing — namely, obtain. However, as any modem dictionary will la- 
test, get has scores of different meanings, one of the most respecta- 
ble of which is become. You can get tired, get dizzy, get drunk, 
or get sick — and your choice of words will offend no one but a 
pedant 


^"4 
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2. Have you fior a dollar? 

RIGHT. If purists get a little pale at the sound of **get sick,** 
they turn chalk white when they l^ar have got as a substitute for 
have. But the fact is that have got is an established American 
form of expression. Jacques Barzun, noted author and literary 
critic, says: ’‘Have you got is good idiomatic English — use it in 
speech without thinking about it and would write it if colloqui- 
alism seemed appropriate to the passage.” 

3. No ones loves you except /. 

WRONG. In educated speech, me follows the preposition ex- 
cept. This problem is troublesome because, to the unsophisticated, 
the sentence sounds as if it can be completed to '‘No one loves 
you, except I do,'* but current educated usage adheres to the tech- 
nical rule that a preposition requires an objective pronoun (me). 

4. Please /ay down. 

WRONG. Liberal as giammar has become, there is still no 
sanction for using lay with the meaning of recline. Lay means to 
place, as in *’Lay your hand on mine.” Ue is the correct choice. 

5. Who do you love? 

RIGHT. “The English language shows some dis posit jpn to get 
rid of whom altogether, and unquestionably it would be a better 
language with whom gone.” So wrote Janet Rankin Aiken, of Co- 
lumbia University, way back in 1936. Today, many decades later, 
the “disposition” has become a full-fledged force. 

The rules for who and whom are complicated, and few edu- 
cated speakers have the time, patience, or expertise to bother with 
them. Use the democratic who in your everyday speech whenever 
it sounds right 

6. Neither of these cars are worth the money. 

WRONG. The temptation to use are in this sentence is, I admit, 
practically irresistible. However, “neither of means 'neither one 
of and therefore, is the preferable verb. 

7. The judge sentenced the murderer to be hung. 

WRONG. A distinction is made, in educated speech, between 
hung and hanged, A picture is hung, but a person is hanged — that 
is, if such action is intended to bring about an untimely demise. 

8. Mother, ooft 1 go out to play? 
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RIGHT. If you insist that your child say may, and nothing but 
may, when asking for permission, you may be considered puristic. 
Can is not discourteous, incorrect, or vulgar — and the newest edi- 
tions of the authoritative dictionaries fully sanction the use of can 
in requesting rights, privileges, or permission. 

9. Take two spoonsful of this medicine every three hours. 

^RONG. There is a strange affection, on the part of some peo- 
ple, for spoonsful and cupsful, even though spoonsful and cupsful 
do not exist as acceptable words. The plurals are spoonfuls and 
cupfuls, 

I am taking for granted, of course, that you are using one spoon 
and filling it twice. If, for secret reasons of your own, you prefer 
to take your medicine in two separate spoons, you may then prop- 
erly speak of “two spoons full (not spoonsful) of medicine.’* 

10. Your words seem to infer that Jack is a liar. 

WRONG. Infer does not mean hint or suggest. Imply is the 
proper word; to infer is to draw a conclusion from another’s 
words. 

11. I will be happy to go to the concert with you. 

RIGHT. In informal speech, you need no longer worry about 
the technical and unrealistic distinctions between shall and wiU, 
The theory of modern grammarians is that shall-will differences 
were simply invented out of whole cloth by the textbook writers of 
the 1800s. As the editor of the scholarly Modern Language 
Forum at the University of Oilifomia has stated, “The artificial 
distinction between shall and will to designate futurity is a super- 
stition that has neither a basis in historical grammar nor the sound 
sanction of universal usage.” 

12. It is me. 

RIGHT. This “violation” of grammatical "law” has been com- 
pletely sanctioned by current usage. When the late Winston 
Churchill made a nationwide radio address from New Haven. 
Connecticut, many, many years ago, his opening sentence was: 
“This is me, Winston Churchill.” I imagine that the purists who 
were listening fell into a deep state of shock at these words, but of 
course Churchill was simply using the kind of down-to-earth Eng- 
lish that had long since become standard in informal educated 
speech. 
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13. Qosiaw. 

RIGHT. ‘*Go stow^ is not, and never has been, incomct 
English — every anthority concedes that slaw is an adverb as well 
as an adjective. Rex Stout, well-known writer of mystery novels 
and creator of Detective Nero Wolfe, remarked: **Not only do I 
use and approve of the idiom Go slow, but if I find myself with 
people who do not, 1 leave quick.** 

14. Peggy and Karen are alumni of the same hi^ school. 

WRONG. As Peggy and Karen are obviously women, we call 

them alumnae (a-LUM'-nee); only male graduates ace alumni 
(a-LUM'-nl). 

15. I would like to ask you a question. 

RIGHT. In current American usage, would may be used with i, 
thou^ old-fashioned rules demand / should. 

Indeed, in modem speech, should is almost entirely restricted to 
expressing probability, duty, or responsibility. 

As in the case of the charitable-looking dowager who was 
approached by a seedy character seeking a handout. 

‘^Madam,** be whined, haven’t eaten in five days.** 

"My good man,” the matron answered with great concern, ”you 
should force yourself!” 
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5 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT 
VARIOUS PRACTITIONERS 


{Sessions?— 10) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

Whof pracHtioners 

• IS a student of human behavior? 

• follows the techniques devised by Sigmund Freud? 

• straightens teeth? 

• measures vision? 

• grinds lenses? 

• treats minor ailments of the feet? 

• analyzes handwriting? 

• deah with ihe problems of aging? 

• uses manipulation and massage as curative techniques? 
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SESSION 7 


An ancient Greek mused about the meaning of life, and philoso 
phy was bom. The first Roman decided to build a road instead o 
cutting a path through the jungle, and engineering came into exist 
ence. One day in primitive times, a human being lent to anothe 
whatever then passed for money and got back his original invest 
mem plus a little more — and banking had started. 

Most people spend part of every workday at some gainful em 
ployment, honest or otherwise, and in so doing often contribut 
their little mite to the progress of the world. 

We explore in this chapter the ideas behind people’s occupa 
tions — and the words that translate these ideas into verbal sym 
bols. 


IDEAS 


1* behavior 

By education and training, this practitioner is an expert in the 
dark mysteries of human behavior — ^what makes people act as 
they do, why they have certain feelings, how their personalities 
were formed — in short, what makes them tick. Such a professional 
is often employed by industries, schools, and institutions to devise 
means for keeping workers productive and happy, students well- 
adjusted, and inmates contented. With a state license, this person 
may also do private or group therapy. 

A p:^ychologist 


2. worries, fears, conflicis 

This practitioner is a physician, psychiatrist, or psychologis 
who has been specially trained in the techniques devised by Sig 
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mimd Fieud» encom^giiig ycMi t o delve in to that part of your ndad 
called '^the uucohedous.** By reviewing the experiencesp traumaa^ 
feelinge, and thoughts of your earlier years, you come to a better 
understanding of your present worries, fears, conflicts, repress 
sions, insecurities, and nervous tensions— thus taking the first step 
in coping with them. Treatment, consisting largely in listening .to, 
and helping you to interpret the meaning of, your free-flowing 
ideas, is usually given in frequent sessions that may well go on for 
a year or more. 

A psychoanalyst 


3. teeth 

This practitioner is a dentist who has taken postgraduate work 
in the straightening of teeth. 

An orthodontist 


4. eyes 

This practitioner measures your vision and prescribes the type 
of glasses that will give you a new and more accurate view of the 
world. 

An optometrist 


5. glasses 

, 'I'his practitioner grinds lenses according to the specifications 
prescribed by your optometrist or ophthalmologist, and may also 
deal in other kinds of optical goods. 

An optician 


6. bones cind blood vessels 

This practitioner is a member of the profession that originated 
in 1874, when Andrew T. Still devised a dnigless technique of 
curing diseases by massage and other manipulative procedures, a 
technique based on the theory dial illness may be caused by the 
undue pressure of displaced bones on nerves and blood vessels, 
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Training Is equal to that of physicians^ and in most states these 
practitioners may also use the same methods as, and have the fall 
liS^ts and privileges of, medical doctors. 

An osteopath 


7. joints and ortfculotions 

The basic principle of this practitioner's work is the mainte- 
nance of the structural and functional integrity of the nervous sys- 
tem. Treatment consists of manipulating most of the articulations 
of the body, especially those connected to the spinal column. Li- 
censed and legally recognized in forty-five states, this professional 
has pursued academic studies and training that parallel those of 
the major healing professions. 

A chiropractor 


8. feet 

This practitioner treats minor foot ailments--coms, calluses, 
bunions, fallen arches, etc., and may perform minor surgery. 

A podiatrist 


9. writing 

This practitioner analyzes handwriting to determine character, 
personality, or aptitudes, and is often called upon to verify the au- 
thenticity of signatures, written documents, etc. 

A graphologist 


10. getting old 

This social scientist deals with the financial, economic, sexual, 
social, retirement, and other non-medical problems of the elderly. 

A gerontologist 
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SING THE WORDS 


an you pronounce the words? 


1. psychologist 

2. psychoanalyst 

3. orthodontist 

4. optometrist 

5. optician 

6. osteopath 

7. chiropractor 

8. podiatrist 

9. graphologist 
3, gerontologist 


sT-KOL'-^jist 

sT-ko-AN'-o-list 

awr-tho-DON'-tist 

op-TOM' -o-trist 

op-TISH'-on 

OS'-tce-a-path 

Kr-ro-prak'-tar 

pa-D!'-o~trist 

graf-OL'-a-jist 

jair'-an^TOL'-a-jist 


an you work with the words? 
PRACTITIONERS 

r psychologist 
2. psychoanalyst 
3 orthodontist 
%. optometrist 
5. optician 
5. osteopath 

7. chiropractor 

8. podiatrist 

7. graphologist 
). gerontologist 


INTERESTS 

a. vision 

b. “the unconscious*' 

c. bones and blood vessels 

d. lenses and optical instruments 
c. feet 

f. teeth 

g. problems of aging 

h. joints of the spine 

i. handwriting 

j. behavior 


EY: 1-j, 2-b. 3-f, 4-^, 5-d, 6-c, 7-h, 8--e, 9-i, lO-g 


3 you understand the words? 

I . A psychologist must also be a true false 

physician. 
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2. A follows Freudian 

techniques. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

3. An orthodontist specializes in 
straightening teeth. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

4. An optometrist prescribes and fits 
glasses. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

5. An optician may prescribe glasses. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

6. An osreopnrA may use massage and 
other manipulative techniques. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

7. A chiropractor has a medical degree. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

8. A podiatrist may perform major 
surgery. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

9. A graphologist analyzes character from 
handwriting. 

TRUB 

FALSE 

10. A gerontologist is interested In the 
non-medical problems of adolescence. 

TRUB 

FALSE 


KEY: 1-F. 2-T, 3-T, 4«T, 5-F, 6-T, 7-F. 8-F, 9-T, lO-F 


Can you recall the words? 


1. delves into the unconscious 

1. P- 

2. uses either massage and 

2. O- 

manipulation or other standard 


medicfd-procedures to treat 


illness 


3. takes care of minor ailments of 

3. P- 

the feet 


4. straightens teeth 

4. O- 

5. analyzes handwriting 

5. G- 

6. grinds lenses and sells optical 

6. Ol 

goods 


7. deals with the non-medical 

7. G- 

problems of aging 


8 manipulates articulations 

8. C. 


connected to the spinal column 





9. studies and explains human 9. P. 

behavior . 

10. measures vision and prescribes 10. O. 
glasses 


KEY : l~psychoanalyst, 2-osteopath, 3-podiatrist, 4-orthodontist, 
S-graphologist, 6-optician, 7-gerontologist, 8-chiroprac- 
tor, 9-psychologist, 10-optometiist 


(End of Session 7) 


SESSION 8 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. the mentcl life 

Psychologist is built upon the same Greek root as psydii^ 
atrist — psyche, spirit, soul, or mind. In psychiatrist, the combin- 
ing form is iatreia, medical healing. In psychologist, the combin- 
ing form is logos, science or study; a psychologist, by etymology, 
is one who studies the mind. 

The field is psychology (sT-KOL'-a-jee), the adjective psycho^ 
logical (sf-ka-LOi'-a-kal). 

Psyche (Sl'-kee) is also an English word in its own right — it 
designates the mental life, the spiritual or non-physical aspect of 
one's existence. The adjective psychic (ST-kik) refers to phe- 
nomena or qualities that cannot explained in purely physical 
terms. People may be called psychic if they seem to p^se^ a 
sixth sense, a special gift of mind reading, or any mysterious 
aptitudes that cannot be accounted for logically. A penon^s dis- 
turbance is psychic if it is emotional or mental, rather than physi- 
cal. 
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Psyche combines with the Greek pathos, suffering or disease, to 
form psychopathic (sI-ka-PATH'-ik), an adjective that describes 
someone suffering from a severe mental or emotional disorder. 
The noun is psychopathy (sr-KOP'-a-thee).* 

The root psyche combines with Greek soma, body, to form psy- 
chosomatic (sr-k6-sa-MAT'-ik), an adjective that delineates the 
powerful influence that the mind, especially the unconscious, has 
on bodily diseases. Thus, a person who fears the consequence of 
being present at a certain meeting will suddenly develop a bad 
cold oir backache, or even be injured in a trafiBc accident, so that 
his appearance at this meeting is made impossible. It’s a real cold, 
it’s far from an imaginary backache, and of course one cannot in 
any sense doubt the really of the automobile that injured him. 
Yet, according to the psychosomatic theory of medicine, his un- 
conscious made him susceptible to the cold germs, caused the 
backache, or forced him into the path of the car. 

A psychosomatic disorder actually exists insofar as symptoms 
are concerned (headache, excessive urination, pains, paralysis, 
heart palpitations), yet there is no organic cause within the body. 
The cause is within the psyche, the mind. Dr. Flanders Dunbar, in 
Mind and Body, gives a clear and exciting account of the in- 
terrelationship between emotions and diseases. 

Psychoanalysis (si'-ko-a-NAL'-o-sis) relies on the technique of 
deeply, exhaustively probing into the unconscious, a technique de- 
veloped by Sigmund Freud. In oversimplified terms, the general 
principle of psychodhalysis is to guide the patient to an awareness 
of the deep-seated, unconscious causes of anxieties, fears, 
conflicts, and tension. Once found, exposed to the light of day, 
and thoroughly understood, claim the psychoanalysts, these causes 
may vanish like a light snow that is exposed to strong sunlight. 

Consider an example: You have asthma, let us say, and your 

* Psychopathy b usually characterized by antisocial and extremely ego- 
centric behavior. A psychopath (Sl'-ka-path'), sometimes called a psycho- 
pathic personality, appears to be lacking an inner moral censor, and often 
commits criminal acts, without anxiety or guilt, in order to obtain im- 
mediate gratification of desires. Such a person may be utterly lacking in 
sexual restraint, or addicted to bard drugs. Some psychologists prefer the 
label sociopath (SOr-shee-e-path* or SCy-see-a-path') for this type of per- 
sonality to indicate Che absence of a social conscience. 
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doctor can find>no physical basis for your ailment. So you are re- 
ferred to a psychoanalyst (or psychiatrist or clinical psychologist 
who practices psychoanalytically oriented therapy). 

With your therapist you explore your past life, dig into your un- 
conscious, and discover, let us say for the sake of argument, that 
your mother or father always used to set for you impossibly high 
goals. No matter what you accomplished in school, it was not 
good enough — ^in your mother’s or father’s opinion (and such 
opinions were always made painfully clear to you), you could- dO' 
better if you were not so lazy. As a child you built up certain re- 
sentments and anxieties because you seemed unable to please your 
parent — and (this will sound farfetched, but it is perfectly possi- 
ble) as a result you became asthmatic. How else were you going 
to get the parental love, the approbation, the attention you needed 
and that you felt you were not receiving? 

In your sessions with your therapist, you discover that your 
asthma is emotionally, rather than organically, based — your ail- 
ment is psychogenic (sf-ko-JEN'-ik), of psychic origin, oi (the 
terms are used more or less interchangeably although they differ 
somewhat in definition) psychosomatic, resulting from the interac- 
tion of mind and body. (Psychogenic is built on psyche plus 
Greek genesis, birth or origin.) 

And your treatment? No drugs, no surgery — these may help the 
body, not the emotions. Instead, you “work out” (this is the term 
used in psychoanalytic [sI-ko-an'-a-LIT'-ik] parlance) early 
Xrauma in talk, in remembering, in exploring, in interpreting, in 
reliving childhood experiences. And if your asthma is indeed 
psychogenic (or psychosomatic), therapy will very likely help 
you; your attacks may cease, either gradually or suddenly. 

Freudian therapy is less popular today than formerly; many 
newer therapies — Gestalt, bioenergetics, transactional analysis, to 
name only a few — claim to produce quicker results. 

In any case, psychotherapy (sT-kd-THAIR'-a-pee) of one sort 
or another is the indicated treatment for psychogenic (or psycho- 
somatic) disorders, or for any personality disturbances. The prac- 
titioner is a psychotherapist (sT-ko-THAIR'-a-pist) or therapist, 
for short; the adjective is psychotherapeutic (sI-k6-thair'-> 
PY(3D'-tik). 
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tEVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


BOOT, SUFFIX 
-1. psyche 

2. iatr&a 

3. 4c 

4. soma 

5. genesis 

6. pathos 


MEANING 
spirit, soul, mind 
medical healing 
adjective suffix 
body 

birth, origin 
suffering, disease 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? 

e 

1. psychology 

2. psychological 

3. psyche 

4. psychic 

5. psychopathic 

6. psychopathy 

7. psychopath 

8. psychosomatic 

9. psychoanalysis 

10. psychoanalytic 

11. psychogenic 

12. psychotherapy 

13. psychotherapist 

14. psychotherapeutic 


Con you work with the words? 
1. psychology 


sT-KOL'-a-jce 

sr-ks-LOJ'-s-ksI 

SF-kee 

sr-kik 

si-ko-PATH'-ik 

sT-KOP'-a-thce 

SF-ka-path 

sr-k5-so-MAT'-ik 

sr-k5-3-NAL/-9-sis 

sI-ko-an'-9-UT'-ik 

sT-k6-JEN'-ik 

sT-k6-THAlR'-3-pee 

sT-kd-THAIR'-a-pist 

si-ko-thair'-s-PY OD'-tik 


a. mental or emotional disturb- 
ance 
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2. psyche 

3. psychic 

%. psychopathy 

5. psychosomatic 

6. psychoanalysis 

7. psychogenic 

8. psychotherapy 

9. psychopath 


b. psychological treatment 
based on Freudian techniques 

c. general term for psycho- 
logical treatment 

d. originating in the mind or 
emotions 

e. one’s inner or mental life, or 
self-image 

f. study of the human mind 
and behavior 

g. describing the interaction of 
mind and body 

h. pertaining to the mind; ex- 
trasensory 

i. person lacking in social con- 
science or inner censor 


KEY: l~f, 2-e. 3-h, 4-a, 5-g, 6-b. 7-d. 8-c, 9-i 


Do you understand the words? 

1 . Psychological treatment aims at 

TRUE 

FALSE 

sharpening the intellect. 

2. Psychic phenomena can be explained 

TRUE 

FALSE 

on rational or physical grounds 

3. Psychopathic personalities are normal 

TRUE 

FALSE 

and healthy. 

4. A psychosomatic symptom is caused by 

TRUE 

FALSE 

organic disease. 

S. Every therapist uses psychoanalysis. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

6. A psychogenic illness originates in the 

TRUE 

FALSE 

mind or emotions. 

7. A psychotherapist must have a medical 

TRUE 

FALSE 

degree. 
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TRUE FAL! 


8. Psychoanalytically oriented therapy 
uses Freudian techniques. 

9. A pjycAopflr/i is often a criminal. true falj 


KEY: 1~F, 2-F, 3-F, 4-F, 5-F, 6-T, 7-F, 8-T, 9-T 


Can you recall the words? 


1. one’s inner or mental life, or 1. P- 

self-image 

2. the adjective that denotes the 2. P. 

interactions, especially in 

illness, between mind and body 

3. mentally or emotionally 3. P_ 

disturbed 

4. study of behavior 4. P- 

5. extrasensory 5. P- 

6. treatment by Freudian 6. P-> 

techniques 

7. pertaining to the study of 7. P:. 

behavior (adj.) 

8. of mental or emotional origin 8. P- 

9. general term for treatment of 9. P- 

emotional disorders 

10. antisocial person 10. P- 


KEY: 1-psyche, 2-psychosomatic, 3-psychopatbic, 4-psych( 
ogy, 5-psychic, 6-psychoanalysis, 7-psychological, 8-ps 
chogenic, 9-psychothcrapy, 10-psychopath 


(End of Session 8) 



SESSION 9 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . )he whole tooth 

Orthodontist, as we discovered in Chapter 4, is built on 
orthos, straight, correct, plus odontos, tooth. 

A pedodontht (pee'-d6-DON'-tist) specializes in the care of 
children’s teeth — the title is constructed from paidos, child, plus 
odontos. The specialty; pedodontia (pee'-do-DON'-sha); the ad- 
jective: pedodontic (pee'-dO-DON'-tik). 

A periodontist (pair'-ee-C-DONMist) is a gum specialist — the 
term combines cdontos with the prefix peri-, around, surrounding. 
(As a quick glance in the mirror will tell you, the gums surround 
the teeth, more or less.) 

Can yoii figure out the word for the specialty? 

For the adjective? 

An endodontist (en'-do-DON'-tist) specializes in work on the 
pulp of the tooth and in root-canal therapy — the prefix in this 
term is endo-, from Greek endon, inner, within. 

Try your hand again at constructing words. What is the 
specialty? And the adjective? 

The prefix ex-, out, combines with odontos to form exodontist 
(eks'-o~DON'-tist). What do you suppose, therefore, is the work 

in which this practitioner specializes? 

And the term for the specialty? 

For the adjective? 


93 



2. in«asvr«inent 


The optometrist, by etymology, measures visioii — the term is 
built on opsis, optikos, view, vision, plus metron, measurement 

Metron is the root in many other words: 

1. thermometer (diar-MOM^- 9 -tdr) — an instrument to meas- 
ure heat (Greek therme, heat). 

2. barometer (b>-ROM'-d-ter) — an instrument to measure 
atmospheric pressure (Greek baros, weight); the adjective is bar- 
ometric (bairi-e-MET'-rik). 

3. sphygmomanometer (sfig'-md-ma-NOM'-e-tar) — a device 
for measuring blood pressure (Greek sphygmos, pulse). 

4. metric system — decimal system of weights and measures, 
long used in other countries and now gradually being adopted in 
the United States. 

3. bones, feet, and hands 

Osteopath combines Greek osteon, bone, with pathos, suffering, 
disease. Osteopathy (os'-tee-OP'-o-thee), you will recall, was 
originally based on the theory that disease is caused by pressure of 
the bones on blood vessels and nerves. An osteopathic (os'-tee-o- 
PATH'-ik) physician is not a bone specialist, despite the mislead- 
ing etymology — and should not be confused with the orthopedist, 
who is. 

The podiatrist (Greek pous, podos, foot, plus iatreia, medical 
healing) practices podiatry (ps-DT-s-tree). The adjective is po- 
diatric (po'-dee^AT'-rik) . 

The root pous, podos is found also in: 

1. octopus (OK'-to-pos), the eight-armed (or, as the etymol- 
ogy has it, eight-footed) sea creature (Greek okto, eight). 

2. platypus (PLAT'-a-pos), the strange water mammal with a 
duck's bill, webbed feet, and a bea ver-like tail that reproduces by 
laying eggs (Greek platys, broad, flat — Whence, by etymology, a 
flatfoot!). 

3. podium (PO'-dee-am), a. speaker’s platform, etymologically 
a place for the feet. (The suffix -ium often signifies “place where," 
as in gymnasium, stadium, auditorium, etc.) 


94 



4. tripod (TRr-pod), a three-legged (or ‘^footed**) stand for a 
camera or other device (/r/-, three). 

5. chiropodist (ka-ROP'-a-dist), earliep: title for a podiatrist, 
and still often used. The specialty is chiropody (ka-ROF-a-dee). 

Chiropody combines podos with Greek cheir, band, spelled 
chiro- in English words. The term was coined in the days More 
labor-saving machinery and push-button devices, when people 
worked with their hands and develope d callu ses on their upper ex- 
tremities as well as on their feet. Today most of us earn a liveli- 
hood in more sedentary occupations, and so we may develop 
calluses on less visible portions of our anatomy. 

Chiropractors heal with their hands — the specialty is eWro- 
practic (kI'-r6-PRAK'-tik). 

Cheir (chiro~), hand, is the root in chirography (kl-ROG'-ro- 
fee). Recalling the graph- in graphologist, can you figure out by 
etymology what chirography is? 


An expert in writing by hand, or in penmanship (a lost art in 
these days of electronic word-processing) ,t would be a chirog^ 
rapher (kl-ROG'-ra-for) ; the adjective is chirographic (kf-ro- 
CiRAF-ik). 

Tf the suffix -mancy comes from a Greek word meaning jore- 
telling or prediction, can you decide what chiromancy (Kl'-rO- 

man'-sce) must be? 

The person who practices chiromancy is a chiromancer (KT-rO- 
man'-sar); the adjective is chiromantic (kT-ro-MAN'-tik). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. orthos 

2. odontos 

3. paidos iped-) 

4. -ic 

5. peri- 

6. endo- 


MEANING 

straight, correct 

tooth 

child 

adjective .suffix 
around, surrounding 
inner, within 


Hu: st’c K^iiiiii^runfu r 'n the next ^;csMon. 


ENGLISH WORD 
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7. ex- 

8. opsis, optikos 

9. metron 

10. therme 

11. baros 

12. sphygmos 

13. osteon 

14. pathos 

15. pous, podos 

16. okto 

17. platys 

18. ~ium 

19. m- 

20. cheir (chiro~) 

21. money 

22. iatreia 


out 

vision 

measurement 

heat 

weight 

pulse 

bone 

suffering, disease 

foot 

eight 

broad, flat 
place where 
three 
hand 

prediction 
medical healing 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the -words? (f) 


1. pedodontist 

2. pedodontia 

3. pedodontic 

4. periodontist 

5. periodontia 

6. periodontic 

7. endodontist 

8. endodontia 

9. endodontic 

10. exodontist 

1 1 . exodontia 

12. ex odontic 

13. thermometer 

14. barometer 

15. barometric 

16. sphygmomanometer 


pee'-do-DON'-tist 

pee'-d6-DON'-sha 

pee'-do-DON'-tik 

pair'-ee-5-DON'-tist 

pair'-ee-o-DON'-sha 

pair'-ee-o-DON'-tik 

en'-do-DON'-tist 

en'-do-DON'-sha 

en'-d6-DON'-tik 

eks'-6-DON'-tist 

eks'-6-DON'-sha 

eks'-6-DON'-tik 

thar-MOM'-a-tar 

ba-ROM'-a-tar 

bair'*-a-MET'-rik 

sfig'-mO-ma-NOM'-a-tar 
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Can you pronounce fhe words? (II) 


1. osteopathy 

2. osteopathic 

3. podiatry 

4. podiatric 

5. octopus 

6. platypus 

7. podium 

8. tripod 

9. chiropodist 

10. chiropody 

11. chiropractic 

12. chirography 

13. chirographer 

14. chirographic 

15. chiromancy 

16. chiromancer 

17. chiromantic 


os'-tee-OF-o-thee 

os'-tcM-PATH'-ik 

po-DI'-3-tree 

p6'-dec-AT'-fik 

OK'-td-pos 

PLAT'-o-pos 

PO'-dcc-am 

TRl'-pod 

ka-ROP'-o-dist 

ko-ROP'-o-dee 

kr-r6-PRAK'-tik 

kl-ROG'-rs-fee 

kl-ROG'-ro-for 

kl'-rs-GRAF'-ik 

Ki'-rs-man'-see 

Kr-ra-man'-sor 

kl'-ra-MAN-tik 


Con you work with the words? (I) 

1. orthodontia 

2. pcdodontia 

3. periodontia 


4. endodontia 

5. exodontia 

6. barometer 

7. sphygmomanometer 

8. osteopathy 

9. podiatry 


a. dental specialty involving the 
pulp and root canal 

b. instrument that measures at- 
mospheric pressure 

c. specialty arising from the 
theory that pressure of the 
bones on nerves and blood 
vessels may cause disease 

d. specialty of child dentistiy 

e. blood-pressure apparatus 

f. treatment of minor ailments 
of the foot 

g. instrument to measure heat 

h. specialty of tooth extraction 

i. specialty of tooth Straight- 
ening 
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10. thermometer 


j. specialty of the gums 


KEY: 1-i, 2-d. 3-j, 4-a. 5-h. 6-b, 7-e, 8-c, 9-f, 10-g 


Can you work with the words? (II) 

1. octopus 

2. platypus 


3. podium 

4. chiropody 

5. chiropractic 

6. chirography 

7. chiromancy 


a. speaker’s platform 

b. maintenance of integrity of 
the nervous system by ma- 
nipulation and massage 

c. palm reading 

d. eight-armed sea creature 

e. handwriting 

f. treatment of minor ailments 
of the foot 

g. egg-laying mammal with 
webbed feet 


KEY: 1-d, 2-g, 3~a, 4-f, 5-b, 6-c, 7-c 


Do you understand the words? 

1. Orthodontia is a branch of dentistry. 

2. Doctors use sphygmomanometers to 
check blood pressure. 

3. Osteopathic physicians may use 
standard medical procedures. 

4. Chiropractic deals with handwriting. 

5. Chiropody and podiatry are 

Vetms, 

6. A podium is a place from which a 
lecture might be delivered. 

7. A pedodontht is a foot doctor. 

8. A periodontist is a gum specialist. 

9. A endodontist does root-canal therapy. 

10. An exodontht extracts teeth. 


TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSt 
TRUE FALSE 
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11. A baromefer measures heat. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

12. An octopus has eight arms. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

13. A platypus is a land mammal. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

14. A trip^ has four legs. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

15. A chirographer is an expert at 

TRUE 

FALSE 

penmanship. 

16. A chiromancer reads palms. 

TRUE 

FALSE 


KEY; 1-T, 2-T. 3-T, 4-F, 5-T, 6-T. 7-F, 8-T. 9-T, 10-T, 
11-F, 12-T, 13-F, 14-F, 15-T, 16-T 


Do you recall the words? II) 


1. pertaining to child dentistry 1. P- 

(ad/.) 

2. pertaining to treatment of the 2. P. 

foot (adj.) 

3. blood-pressure apparatus ‘3. SL 

4. three-legged stand 4. T. 

5. pertaining to the treatment of 5. O. 

diseases by manipulation to 

relieve pressure of the bones on 
nerves and blood vessels (adJ.) 

6. pertaining to handwriting 6. C. 

iadj,) 

7. gum specialist 7. P- 

8. treatment of ailments of the 8. P. 

foot or CL 

9. stand for a speaker 9. P- 

10. dentist specializing in treating 10. R. 

the pulp of the tooth or in * 
doing root-canal therapy 


KEY: l-pcdodontic, 2-podiatnc, 3--5phygmomanometer, 4-trf- 
pod, S^^stcopathic, 6-chirographic, 7--periodonlist, 8-po- 
diatry or chiropody, 9-podiuTn, 10-endodontist 
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Con you recoil the ¥fords? (11) 

1. pertaining to the specialty of 1. £. 

tooth extraction (adj.) 

2. pertaining to the measurement 2. B. 

of atmospheric pressure (adj.) 

3. palm reading (noun) 3. C. 

4. handwriting 4. C 

5. the practice of manipulating 5. C 

bodily articulations to relieve 

ailments 

6. egg'laying mammal 6. P. 

7. eight-armed sea creature 7. O. 

8. instrument to measure heat 8. T. 


KEY: 1-exodontic, 2-baronietric, 3-chiromancy, 4-chirography, 
5-chiropractic, 6-plalypus, 7-octopus, 8-thermometer 


(End of Session 9) 


SESSION 10 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 
1 . writing and writers 

The Greek verb graphein, to write, is the source of a great 
many English words. 

We know that the graphologist analyzes handwriting, the term 
combining graphein with logos, science, study. The specialty is 
graphology (gra-FOL'-a-jee), the adjective graphological (graf'-a- 
LOJ'-a-kal). 

Chirographer is built on graphein plus cheir (chiro-), hand. 
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[licnigiti Mipgn^hy may be a loit art, edUgn^ (ka-LlG'-ia- 
ee) is enjoying a levi^. For centuries before ibe axlvent of prim- 
Dg, cdligraphy, or penmanship as an ardstic expression» was 
nactioed by mo^. 

A cdUgrapher (ko-UGK-ie-iar) is called upon to design and 
vrite announcements^ place cards, etc., as a touch of eleganoe. 
rhe adjective is cdligraphic (kal'-e^RAF-ik). 

CalHgraphy comtnnes graphein with Gfoek ka!los,t beauty, and 
o, by etymology, means beautiful writing- 

li a word exists for artistic handwriting, there must be one for 
he oppos(ito-4>ad, scrawly, or ille^ble hmmwriting. And indeed 
here is — tocography (ke-KOG'-ra-fee), combining graphdn 
vith Greek kakos, bad, harsh. 

By analogy with the forms of calligraphy, can you write the 
vord for: 

One who uses bad or illegible handwriting? 


Pertaining to, or marked by, bad handwriting (adlective)? 


Graphein is found in other English words: 

1. audiograph (discussed in Chapter 4)— •mymologically a 
**heart wiiter** (kardia, heart). 

2. pho/ogrnp/i— etymologically, *Vritten by light** (Greek 
photos, light). 

3. phonograph — etymologicaUy, a “sound writer" (Greek 
phone, sound). 

4. telegraph — etymologically a “distance writer** (Greek refe-, 
distance). 

5. biography— etymologically “life writing^ (Greek, bios, life). 
(Many of these new roots will be discussed in greater detail in 

later chapters.) 


2. aging ond the old 

V 

We know that a geriatrician specializes in the medical care of 
the elderly. The Greek word geras, old age. has a derivad form, 

t An entrancing word that abo derives from kallos b callipygiaH (kat'-o, 
Pll'-ee-en), an adjective describing a shapely or attractive rear end, or a 
person sr> endowed— Che combiDing root is pyge, btitlocks. 
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germ, old mail, the root In gerontologist. The speciid^ is germtol- 
ogy (jaif'-oo-TOU-o-jee), the adjective is gerontolo^cdl (Jair^' 
an-to-LOJ^-o-kal). 

The Latin word for old is senex, the base on which senile, 
senescmt, senior, and senate are built 

1. senile (SEB'-ifll) — showing signs of the physical and/o^ 
mental deterioiation that generally roarits very old age. The noun 
is senility (sa-NIL'-e-tee). 

2. senescent (se-NES^-ant)— aging, growing old. (Note thd 
same suflSx in this word as in adolescent, growing into an adult,! 
convalescent, growing healthy again, and obsolescent, growing o^ 
becoming obmlete.) The noun is senescence (sa-NES'-ons). 

3. senior (SEEN'-yor) — older. Noun: seniority (seen-YAWR' 
o-tee). 

4. senate (SEN'-at)— originally a council of older, and presum- 
ably wiser, citizens. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. graphein 

2. cheir (c/dro-) 

3. kallos 

4. -er 

5. wc 

6. pyge 

7. kakos 

8. kardia 

9. photos 

10. tele- 

11. bios 

12. geras 

13. geron 

14. senex 

15. -escent 


MEANING 

to write 

hand 

beauty 

one who 

adjective suffix 

buttocks 

bad, harsh 

heart 

light 

distance 

life 

old age 
old man 
old 

growing, becoming 


ENGLISH WORD 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 

1. graphology 

2. graphological 

3. calligraphy 

4. calligrapher 

5. calligraphic 

6. callipygian 

7. cacography 

8. cacographer 

9. cacographic 

10. gerontology 

11. gerontological 

12. senile 

13. senility 

14. senescent 

15. senescence 

Con you work with the words? 

1. graphology 

2. calligraphy 

3. callipygian 

4. cacography 

5. gerontology 

6. senility 

7. senescence 


grd-FCH.'-o-jee 

grar-o-LOJ'-e-kol 

ka-UO^-ro-fee 

ka-LI(y-Fa-fdr 

kar-a^RAF-ik 

kal'-a-PIJ'-ee-an 

ka-KOa-ra-fee 

ka-KOG'-ra-far 

kak'-a-GRAF-ik 

jair'-an-TOL'-a-jee 

jaur'-an-ta-LOJ'-d>kal 

SEE'-nn 

sa>NlL^-a>tee 

sa-NES'-ant 

sa-NES^-ans 


a. possessed of beautiful but- 
tocks 

b. science of the social^ eco- 
nomic, etc. problems of the 
aged 

C. condition of aging or grow- 
ing old 

d. deteriorated old age 

e. analysis of handwriting 

f. ugly, bad, illegible hand- 
writing 

g. beautiful handwriting; .hand- 
writing as an artistic .eapre^ 
sion 


KEY: 1-e, 2-g, 3-a, 4-f, 5-b, 6-41, 7-c 
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Do you understand the words? 


1. Grop^/ogy analyzes the grammar. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

spelling, and sentence structure oi written 
material 



2. A ca//(grapher creates artistic forms out 

TRUE 

FALSE 

of alphabetical symbols. 

3. Tight slacks are best worn by those of 

TRUE 

FALSE 

callipygian anatomy. 

4. Cocographic writing is easy to read. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

5. Gerontology aims to help old people live 

TRUE 

FALSE 

more comfortably. 

6. Senile people are old but still vigorous 

TRUE 

FALSE 

and mentally alert 

7. In a society dedicated to the worship of 

TRUE 

FALSE 


youth, senescence is not an attractive 
prospect. 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T. 3-T, 4-F, 5-T, 6-F, 7-T 


Can you recall the words? 


1. pertaining to the study of the 1. O. 

non-medical problems of the 

aged (ad/.) 

2. growing old (od/.) 2. SL 

3. pertaining to handwriting as an 3. C 
artistic expression (od/.) 

4. one who uses ugly, illegible 4. C 

handwriting 

5. mentally and physically 5. SL 

deteriorated from old age 

6. pertaining to the analysis of 6. G. 

handwriting (od/.) 
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7- C 


7. possessed of. beautiful or shapely 
buttocks 




KEY: l-£erontological, 2--seDesoent, 3-calligraphic, 4-caoogra- 
pher, 5-senile, 6->graphological, 7-callipygian 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognizo the words? 

1. Practitioner trained in Freudian techniques: (a) psychol- 
ogist, (b) psychoanalyst, (c) psychotherapist 

2. Foot doctor: (a) podiatrist, (b) osteopath, (c) chiropractor 

3. Handwriting analyst: (a) graphologist, (b) chirographer, (c) 
cacographer 

4. Mentally or emotio^lly disturbed: (a) psychological, (b) 

psychopathic, (c) psychic ^ 

5. Ori^ating in the emotions: (a) psychic, (b) psychogmic, 
(c) psychoanalytic 

6. Describing bodily ailments tied up with the emotions: (a) 
psychosomatic, (b) psychopathic, (c) psychiatric 

7. Gum specialist: (a) periodontist, (b) pedodontist, (c) en- 
dodontist 

8. Specialist in tooth extraction: (a) orthodontist, (b) exodontist, 
(c) endodontist 

9. Blood-pressurq apparatus: (a) barometer, (b) thermometer, 
(c) i^hygmomanometer 

10. Prediction by palm reading: (a) chirography, (b) chiropody, 

(c) diiromancy , 

11. Possessed of a shapely posterior: (a) calligraphic, (b^ calU^ 
pygian, (c) adolescent 

12. Artistic handwriting: (a) calligraphy, (b) chirography, (c) 
graphology 

13. Growing old: (a) senile, (b) geriatric (c) senescent 

14. Medical ^specialty dealing with the aged: (a) gerontology, 
(b) geriatrics, (c) chiropractic 
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15. Antimial person who may commit crimiiial acts: (a) psy- 
chopath, (b) sociopath, (c) osteopath 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-a, 4-b. 5-b, 6-a, 7-a, 8-b, 9-c, 10-c, 11-b, 
12-a, 13^ 14-b, 15-aflrtrfb 


B. Can you recognize roots? 

ROOT meaning 

1. psyche 

2. iatreia 

3. soma 

4. pathos 

5. orthos 

6 . paidos^iped-’) 

7. odontos 

8. pous,podos 

9. cheir (chiro-) 

10. okto 

11. graphein — 

12. hallos 

13. pyge 

14. kakos 

15. photos 

16. tele- 

17. bios 

18. geras 

19. geron 

20. senex 


EXAMPLE 

psychiatry 

podiatry 

psychosomatic 

osteopath 

orthodontia 

pedodontist 

exodontist 

platypus 

chiropodist 

octopus 

graphology 

calligraphy 

callipygian 

cacography 

photography 

telegraph 

biography 

geriatrics 

gerontology 

senate 


KEY: l-mind, 2-medical healing, 3-body, 4-disease, 5-straight, 
correct, 6-child, 7-tooth, &-foot, 9-hand, 10-eight. 11 -to 
write, 12-beauty, 13-buttocks, 14-bad, ugly, IS-light, 
16-<&tance, 17-life, 18-old age, 19-old man, 20-old. 
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TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


L Latin octoginta is a root related to Greek okto, ei^t. How 
old is an octogenarian (ok'-to-ja-NAlR^-ee-an)? 

2. You are familiar with kakos, bad» harsh, as in cacography, 
and with phone, sound, as in phonograph. Can you construct a 
word ending in the letter y that means harsh, unpleasant sound? 
(Can you pronounce it?) 

3. Using callipygian as a model, can you construct a word to 

describe an ugly, unshapely rear end? 

(Can you pronounce it?) 

4. Using the prefix tele-, distance, can you diink of the word 
for a field glass that permits the viewer to see great distances? 

How about a word for the 

instrument that transmits sound over a distance? 

Finally, what is it that makes it possible for you 

to view happenings that occur a great distance away? . — 


{Answers in Chapter 18) 


BECOMING WORD-CONSCIOUS 

Perhaps, if you have been working as assiduous ly with this 
book as I have repeatedly counseled, you have noticed an interest- 
ing phenomenon. 

This phenomenon is as follows: You read a magazine article 
and suddenly you see one or more of the words you have recently 
learned. Or you open a book and there again are some of the 
words you have bm working with. In short, all your reading 
seems to call to your attention the very words you've been study- 
ing. 

Why? Have I, with un canny foresislit, picked words which have 
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niddeiity and ipcx plicably b ec^^ popular among wiilen? Obvt 
ousiy» that*^ nmuensa. 

Tha diangais in you. You liave now begun to be alert to words, 
you have developed what is known in psychology as a **inind-set*' 
toward certain words. Ther^ore, whenem these words occur in 
your reading you take special notice of fheni. 

The same words occurred bdore— and just as plentifully — but 
since th^ presented little co^unication to you, you reacted tc 
diem with an unseeing eye, with an ungrasping mind. You were 
hguradvety, and almost literally, blind to them. 

Do you remember when you bou^t, or contemplated buying, a 
new car? Let*s say it was a Toyota. Suddenly you began to sec 
Toyotas all around you — ^you had a Toyota ‘‘mind-set** 

It is thus with anything new in your life. Development of a 
“mind-set** means that the new experience has become very real, 
very important, almost vital. 

If you have become suddenly alert to the new words you have 
been learning, you*re well along toward your goal of building 2 
superior yocabulary. You are beginning to live in a new and dif- 
ferent intdlectual atmosphere — nothing less! 

On the other hand, if the i^nomenon I have been describtni 
has not yet occurred, do not despair. It will. I am alerting you tc 
its possibilities — recognize it and welcome it when it happens. 


(End of Session 10) 
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-Brief Intermission Three- 


HOW GRAMMAR CHANGES 


If you think that grammar is an exact science, get ready for a 
shock. Grammar is a science, all right — but it is most inexact 
There are no inflexible laws, no absolutely hard and fast rules, no 
unchanging principles. Correctness varies with the times and 
depends much more on geography, on social class, and on collec- 
tive humanjcaprice than on the restrictions found in textbooks. 

In mathematics, which is an exact science, five and five make 
ten the country over — in the North, in the South, in the West; in 
Los Angeles and Coral Gables and New York. There are no two 
opinions on the matter — ^we are dealing, so far as we know, with a 
universal and indisputable fact 

In grammar, however, since the facts are highly susceptible to 
change, we have to keep an eye peeled for trends. What are 
educated people saying these days? Which expressions are gener- 
ally used and accepted on educated levels, whidi others are more 
or less restricted to the less educated levels of speech? The an- 
swers to these questions indicate the trend of usage in the United 
States, and if such trends come in conflict with academic *rules» 
then the rules are no longer of any great importance. 

Gr€unmar follows the speech habits of the mafority of educated 
people — not the other way around. That is the important point to 
keep in mind. 

The following notes on current trends in modern usage ate in- 

109 



tended to help yoa come to a decision about certain controversial 
expressions. As you read each sentence, pay particular attention 
to the italicized mrd or words. Does the usage sc^uare w ith your 
own language patterns? Would you be willing^ |>An[sa your 
thou^ts in just such terms? Decide whether the sentence is right 
or wrong, then compare your conclusion with the opinions given 
following the test. 


TEST YOURSELF 


1. Let's keep this between you and /. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

2. I’m your best friend, ain't 1? 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

3. Five and five tr ten. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

4. I never saw a man get so mod. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

S. Every one of his sisters are unmarried. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

6. He visited an optometrlrt for an eye 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

{^ration. 



7. Doyouprophecy another world war? 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

8. Leave us not mention it 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

9. If you expect to eventually succeed, you 

RIGHT 

WRONG 


must keep trying. 


1;. Let’s keep this between you and /. 

WRONG. Children are so frequently corrected by parents and 
teachers when they say me that they cannot be blamed if they 
begin to think that this simple syllable is probably a naughty word. 
Dialogues such as the following are certainly typical of many 
households. 

"Mother, can me and Johnnie go out and play?" 

"No, dear, not until you say it correctly. You mean ‘May John- 
nie and 1 go out to play?* " 

"Who wants a jelly apple?" 

"Mel" 

“Then use the proper word." 

(The child be^mes a little confused at this point — there seem 
to.be so many "proper** and “improper" words.) 
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“Me, pfease/’* * 

“No, dear, not me!* 

“Oh. /, please?” 

(This sounds terrible to a child*s ear. It completely violates his 
sense of language, but he does want the Jelly apple, so he gnid|g- 
ingly conforms.) 

“Who broke my best vase?” 

“It wasn’t me!” 

“Is that good English, Johnnie?” 

“Okay, it wasn’t 1. But honest. Mom, it wasn’t me — I didn’t, 
even touch it!” 

And so, if the child is strong enough to survive such constant 
corrections, he decides that whenever there is room for doubt, it is 
safer to say /. 

Some adults, conditioned in childhood by the kind of misguided 
censorship detailed here, are likely to believe that “between you 
and /” is the more elegant form of expression, but most educated 
speakers, obeying the rule that a preposition governs the objective 
pronoun, say “between you and me.” 

2. I’m your best friend, Mi I? 

WRONG. As linguistic scholars have frequently pointed out, it is 
unfortunate that ain’t I? is unpopular in ^ucated speech, for the 
phrase fills a long-felt need. Am / not? is too prissy for down-to- 
earth people; amn't I? is ridiculous; and aren*t I, Aoug^ popular 
in England, has never really caught on in America. With a sen- 
tence like the one under discussion you are practically in a linguis- 
tic trap — ^there is no way out unless you are willing to choose be- 
tween appearing illiterate, sounding prissy, or feeling ridiculous. 

“What is the matter with ain’t I? for am I not?” language 
scholar Wallace Rice once wrote. “Nothing whatever, save that a 
number of minor grammarians object to it. Ain’t I? has a ple^ant 
sound once the ears are unstopp^ of prejudice.” Mr. Rice has a " 
valid point there, yet educated people avoid ain’t !? as if if were 
catching. In all honesty, therefore, I must say to you: don’t use 
ain’t I?, except humorously. What is a safe substitute? Apparently 
none exists, so I suggest that you manage, by some Itnguis tjc callsr, 
thenics, to avoid having to make a choice. Otherwise you xnay ^nd~ 


in 



yourself in the position of being damned if you do and damned if 
you don’t 

3. Five and five is ten. 

aiCHT. But don’t jump to the conclusion that ’’five and five are 
ten** is wrong — ^both verbs are equally acceptable in this or any 
similar construction. If you prefer to think of “five-and-five” as a 
single mathematical concept, say u. If you find it more reasonable 
to consider ’’five and five** a plural idea, say are. The teachers I’ve 
polled on this point are about evenly divided in preference, and 
so, 1 imagine, are the rest of us. Use whichever verb has the 
greater appeal to your sense of logic. 

4. I never saw a man get so mad. 

RIGHT. When I questioned a number of authors and editors 
about their opinion of the acceptability of mad as a synonym for 
angry, the typical reaction was: "Yes, I say mad, but 1 always feel 
. a little guUty when I do.” 

Most people do say mad when they are sure there is no English 
teacher Ustening; it*s a good sharp word, everybody understands 
exactly what it means, and it’s a lot stronger than angry, though 
not quite as violent as furious or enraged. In short, mad has a spe- 
cial implication offered by no other word in the English language; 
as a consequence, educat^ people use it as the occasion demands 
' and it is perfectly correct:- ^ correct, in fact, that every authori- 
tative dictionary lists it as a completely acceptable usage. If you 
feel guflty when you say mad, even though you don’t mean insane, 
it’s time you stopped jplaguing y our conscience with trivialities. 

5. Every one of his sisters are unmarried. 

WRONG. Are is perhaps the more logical word, since the sen- 
tence implies that he has more than one sister and they are all un- 
married. In educated speech, however, the tendency is to make 
the verb agree with the subject, even if logic is violated in the 
process — and the better choice here would be is, agreeing with the 
singular subject, every one. 

6. He visited an optometrist for an eye operation. 

WRONG. If tbe gentleman in question did indeed need an opera- 
tion, he went to the wrong doctor. In most states, optometrists are 
forbidden by law to perform surgery or administer drugs — they 
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nay only prescribe and fit glasses. And iShty are not medical doc- 
tors. The M.D. who specializes in the treatment of eye diseases, 
and who may operate when necessary, is an ophthalmologist, (See 
Chapter 4.) 

7. Do you prophecy another world war? 

WRONG. Use prophecy only when you mean prediction, a noun. 
When you mean predict, a verb, as in this sentence, use prophesy. 
This distinction is simple and foolproof. Therefore we properly 
say: *'His prophecy (prediction) turned out to be true,** but ^^He 
really seems able to prophesy (predict) politics! trends.** There is 
a distinction also in the pronunciation of these two words. Proph^ 
ecy is pronounced PROF-a-see; prophesy is pronunced PROF- 
a-sf. 

8. Leave us not mention it. 

WRONG. On the less sophisticated levels of American speech, 
leave is a popular substitute for let. On educated levels, the fol- 
lowing distinction is carefully observed: let means lallow; leave 
means depart. (There are a few idiomatic exceptions to this rule, 
but they present no problem.) **Let me go** is pi^erable to ^^Leave 
me go** even on the most informal of occasions, and a sentence 
like **Leave us not mention it** is not considered standard English. 

9. IF you expect to eventually succeed, you must keep trying. 

RIGHT. We have here, in case you*re puzzled, an example of 

that notorious bugbear of academic grammar, the **split infinitive.** 
(An infinitive is a verb preceded by to: to succeed, to fail, to 
remember,) 

Splitting an infinitive is not at all difficult — ^you need only insert 
a word between the to and the verb: to eventually succeed, to 
completely fail, to quickly remember. 

Now that you know how to split an infim'tive, the important 
question is, is it legal to do so? 1 am happy to be able to report to 
you that it is not only legal. It is also ethical, moral, and some- 
times more effective than to not split it. Benjamin Franklin, Wash* 
ii^ton Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, The^ore Roosevelt, and 
Woodrow Wilson, among many others, were tinconscionable 
infinitive splitters. And modem writers are equally partial to the 
construction. 
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To bring this report up to the minute, I asked a number of edi- 
tors about their attitude toward the split infinitive. Here are two 
typical reactions. 

An editor at Doubleday and Company: '*The restriction against 
the split infinitive is, to my mind, the most artificial of all gram- 
matical rales. I find that most educated people split infinitives reg- 
ulariy in their speech, and only eliminate them from their writing 
when they rewrite and polish their material.** 

An editor at Reader's Digest: want to defend the split infini- 
tive. The construction adds to the strength of the sentence — it’s 
compact and clear. This is to loudly say that 1 split an infinitive 
whenever I can catch one.” 

And here, finally, is the opinion of humorist James Thurber, as 
quoted by Rudolf Flesch in The Art of Plain Talk: “Word has 
somehow got around that the split infinitive is always wrong. This 
is of a piece with the outworn notion that it is always wrong to 
strike a lady.** 

I think the evidence is conclusive enough — ^it is perfectly correct 
to consciously split an infinitive whenever such an act increases 
the strength or clarity of your sentence. 
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6 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT 
SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS 

(Sessions 11-13) 


TEASER PREVIEW 
What scientist: 

• is interested in the development of the human race? 

• is a student of the heavens? 

• explores the physical qualities of the earth? 

• studies all living matter? 

• is a student of plant life? 

• is a student of animal life? 

• is professionally involved in insects? 

• is a student of language? 

• is a student of the psychological effects of words? 

• studies the culture, structure, and customs of different socie^ 
ties? 
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SESSION 11 


A true scientist lives up to the etymological meaning of his title 
**one who knows.*' Anything scientific is based on facts — observ- 
able facts that can be recorded, tested, checked, and verified. 

Science, then, deals with human knowledge — as far as it has 
gone. It has gone veiy far indeed since the last centuiy or two, 
when we stopped basing our thinking on guesses, wishes, theories 
that had no foundation in reality, and concepts of how the world 
aught to be; and instead began to explore the world as it was, and 
not only the world but the whole universe. Ftom Galileo, who 
looked through the first telescope atop a tower in Pisa, Italy, 
through Pasteur, who watched microbes through a microscope, to 
Einstein, who decipher^ riddles of the universe by means of 
mathematics, we have at last begun to fill in a few areas of igno- 
rance. 

Who are some of the more important explorers of knowl- 
edge — and by what terms are they known? 


IDEAS 


1. whither mankind? 

The field is all mankind — ^how we developed in mind and body 
from primitive cultures and, early forms. 

An anthropologist 


2. what's above? 

The field is the heavens and all that's in them — planets, 
galaxies, stars, and other universes. 


An astronomer 
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. and what's below? 


The field is the comparatively little and insignificant whi rling 
)all on which we live — the earth. How did our planet come into 
}cing» what is it made of, how were its mountains, oceans, rivers, 
)lains, and valleys formed, and what's down deep if you start dig* 
5 ing? 

A geologist 


i. what is life? 

The field is all living organisms — from the simplest one-cefled 
imoeba ?o the amazingly complex and mystifying structure we call 
i human being. Plant or animal, flesh or vegetable,^ denizen of 
vater, earth, or air — if it lives and grows, this scientist wants to 
mow more about it 


A biologist 


. flora 

Biology classifies life into two great divisions — plant and ani- 
ml This scientisfa province is the former category — ^flowers, 
I'ces, shrubs, mosses, marine vegetation, blossoms, fruits, seeds, 
VLSses, and all the that make up the plant kingdom. 

A botanist 


and fauna 

Animals of every description, kind, and condition, from birds tc 
3ecs, fish to fowl, reptiles to humans, are the special area of cx- 
jioratioii of this scici/tist. 

A Kjoologist 
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1 7. ond all the little bugs 

There are over 650,000 different species of insects, and milli< 
of individuals of every species— and this scientist is interested 
eveiy one of them. 

An entomolo, 


8. tower of Bobel 

This linguis/ic rcientist explores the suDtlo, jnfangihlc, elu^ 
uses of that unique tool that distingiii.sh#*s human beings from 
other forms of life — to wit; language. This person is, in shor 
student of linguistics, ancient and modem, primitive and cultui 
Chinese, Hebrew, Icelandic, Slavic, Tctitonic, and every ot 
kind spoken now or in the pa.st by human beings, not excluc 
that delightful hodgepodge known as “pidgin Hnglish,” in whic 
piano is described as “big box, you bit ’urn in teeth, he cry,“ . 
in which Hamlet’s famous quandary, “To be or not to be, tha 
the question . . . is translated into ‘Can do, no can do — 1 
fashion?” 


A phflolo 

9. what do you really neon? 

This linguistic scientist explored the subtle, intangible, elu 
relationship between language and thinking, between meai 
and words; and is interested in determining the psycholog 
causes and sif -cts of what people say ai^. 1 w ite. 

A semant. 


10. who arg your friends and neighbors^ 

This scientist is a student of the ways in which people live 
gether, their family arid community structure and customs, t 
housing, their social l♦ 1 la^ionships, their fonns of government, 
their layere cf caste and class. 


A scciolc 



SING THE WORDS 


an you pronounce the vrords? 

1. anthropologist 

2. astronomer 

3. geologist 
4 biologist 

5. botanist 

6. zoologist 

7. entomologist 

8. philologist 

9. semanticist 

0. sociologist 


an'-th ra-POL'-o- jist 

o-STRON'-o-msr 

jcc»OL'-3-jist 

bi-OL'-a-jist 

BOT-a-nIst 

zS-OL'a-jist 

en'-ta-MOL'-a-jist 

fa-LO* ' svjist 

sa-MAN'*ta-sist 

sO-shee-OL'-a-jist or so'-see-OL' 
a-jist 


.on you work with the words? 

SCIENTIST 

1. anthropologist 

2. astronomer 

3. geologist 

4. biologii.t 

6. botanist 

6. z\) 0 legist 

7. entomologist 

8. philologist 

9. semanticist 
0. sociologist 


PROFESSIONAL- HELD 

a. community a!.d family 

b. meanings and psychologic! 
effects of words 

c. development of the huma 
race 

d. celestial phenomena 

e. language 

f. insect forms 

g. the earth 

h. all forms of living matlav 
i- animal life 

j. plant life 


:FY: 1 -c, 2-d, 3-.g, 4-h, S-j. 6-i, 7~f, 8 -<•, 9-b, 10 
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Con you rocatt Hio words? 


1. Insects 

1. E 

2. language 

2. P.. 

3. social conditions 

3. S 

4. history of development of 
mankind 

4. A_ 

5. meanings of words 

5. S 

6. plants 

6. B 

7. the earth 

7. 0 

8. the heavenly bodies 

8. A 

9. all living things 

9. B 

10. animals 

10. Z 


KEY: 1 -entomologist, 2--phi!ologist, 3 -sociologist, 4-anthropolo- 
gist, 5-scmanticist, 6~botanist, 7-gcologist, 8-astronomer 
9 -biologist, 1 0-zoologist 


{End of Session 11) 


SESSION 12 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 
1. people end the sfors 

Antht apologist is constnicted fiorn roots we are familiar witli- - 
anthropos, mankind, and logos, science, study. 

The science is anthropology (an'*thr3-POl/-;>-iee). Can yoi 

write the adjective form of this word? 

(Can yon pronounce it ? ) 

Astronomer is built on Greek astron, star, and nomos. arrange 
ment, law, or order. The astronomer is interested in the arrange 
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nent of stars and other celestial bodies. The science is astronomy 
a-STRON'-o-mee), the adjective is astronomical (as^-tre- 
NJOM'-a-kal), a word often used in a non-heavenly sense, as in 
‘the astronomical size of the national debt.** Astronomy deals in 
uch enormous distances (the sun, for example, is 93,000,000 
niles from the earth, and light from stars travels toward the earth 
It 186,000 miles per second') that the adjective astronomical is 
ipplied to any tremendously large figure. 

Astron, star, combines with logos to form astrology (e-STROL'- 
H-jee), which assesses the influence of planets and stars on human 
vents. The practitioner is an astrologer (a-STROL,'-»-jar). Can 

'ou form the adjective? . (Can 

'ou pronounce it?) 

By etymology, an wstronaut (AS'-tr»-not') is a sailor among 
he stars (Greek nautes, sailor). This person is termed with some- 
what less exaggeration a cosmonaut (KOZ'-m9-not')by the Rus- 
ians (Greek, kosmos, universe). Nautical (NOT^-o-kel), relating 

0 sailors, sailing, ships, or navigation, derives also from nautes, 
ind nautes in turn is from Greek naus, ship — a root used in nau- 
ea (etymologically, ship-sickness or seasickness!). 

Aster (AS'-tor) is a star shaped flower. Asterisk (AS'-ta-ridc), 

1 star-shaped symbol is generally used in writing or printing 
o direct the reader to look for a footnote. Astrophysics (as*-tro- 
"IZ^’-iks) is that branch of physics dealing with heavenly bodies. 

Disaster (da-ZASMsr) and disastrous (do-ZAS^-trds) also 
ome from astron, star. In ancient times it was believed that the 
tars ruled human destiny; any misfortune or calamity, therefore, 
lappened to someone because the Stars were in opposition. iDis~, 
prefix of many meanings, in this word signifies against.) 

Nomos, arrangement, law, or order, is found in two other in- 
eresting English words. 

For example, if you can make your own laws for yourself, if 
ou needn't answer to anyone else for what you do, in short, if 
ou are independent, then you ’enjoy autonomy (aw-TON'-o- 
lee), a word that combines nomos^ law, with autos, self. 
jnomy, then, is self-law, self-government. The fifty states in our 
ation are fairly autonomous (aw-TON'-o-mas), but not com- 
letely so. On the other hand, in most college^ each separate de- 
artment is pretty much autonomous. And of course, tnw of the 
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big reasons for the revolution of 1776 was that America want< 
autonomy, rather than control by England. 

You know the instrument that beginners at the piano use 
guide their timing? A pendulum swings back and forth, making i 
audible click at each swing, and in that way governs or orders fJ 
measure (or timing) of the player. Hence it is called a metronon 
(MET'-ra-nom'), a word that combines nomos with metro 
measurement. 


2. the earth and its life 

Geologist derives from Greek ge (geo-), earth. The scien 
is geology (jee-OL'-a-jee). Can you write the adjectiv 
— — (Can you pronounce it?) 

Geometry (jec-OM'-a-tree) — ge plus metron — ^by etymolo, 
“measurement of the earth,” is that branch of mathematics trer 
ing of the measurement and properties of solid and plane figure 
such as angles, triangles, squares, spheres, prisms, etc. (The et 
mology of the word shows that this ancient science was original 
concerned with the measurement of land and spaces on t 
earth.) 

The mathematiciao^ is a geometrician (jee'-a-mo-TRISH'-an 
the adjective is geometric (jee'-o-MET'-rik). 

Geography (jee-OG'-ra-fee) is writing about {graphein, 
write), or mapping, the earth. A practitioner of the science is a g 
ographer (jee-(Xj'-ra-for), the adjective is geographic (jee- 
GRAF'-ik). 

(The name George is also derived from ge {geo-), earth, pi 
ergon, work — ^the first George was an earth-worker or farmer.) 

Biologist combines bios, life, with logos, science, study. The s< 
ence is biology (bl-OL'-a-jec). The adjective? 

Bios, life, is also found in biography (bl-OG'-ra-fec), writii 
about someone's life; autobiography (aw'-to-bT-OG'-ra-fee), tl 
story of one’s life written by oneself; and biopsy (BT-op-see), 
medical examination, or view (opsis, optikos, view, vision), ge 
erally through a microscope, of living tissue, frequently perform^ 
when cancer is suspected. A small part of the tissue is cut fre 
the affected area and under the microscope its cells can be inves 



gated for evidence of malignancy. A biopsy is contrasted with an 
autopsy (AW'-top-see), which is a medical examination of a 
corpse in order to discover the cause of death. Th autos in 

means, as you know, self — ^in an autopsy, etymologically 
^peaking, the surgeon or pathologist determines, by actual view or 
sjpht rather than by theorizing (i.c., “by viewing or seeing for 
Dneself”), what brought the corpse to its present grievous state. 

Botaiust is from Greek hotanc, plant. The field is botany 
(BOT-3-nce); the adjective is botanical (b^-TAN'-o-kal) . 

Zoologist is from Greek zoion, animal. The science is zoology. 

The adjective? The combina* 

tion of the two o's tempts many people to pronounce the first 
three letters of these words in one syllable, thus: zoo. However, 
the two o’s should be separated, as in co-operate, even though no 
hyphen is used in the spelling to indicate such separation. Say zd- 
0l/-3-jist, zO-OL'-3-jee, zo'-^-LOJ'-o-kal. Zoo, a park for ani- 
mals, is a shortened form of zoological gardens, and is, of course, 
pronounced in one syllable. 

The zodiac (ZO'-dee-ak) is a diagram, used in astrology, of the 
paths of the sun, moon, and planets; it contains, in part, Latin 
nances for various animal® — scorpio, scorpion; leo, lion; cancer, 
crab, taurus, bull; aries, ram; and pisces, fish. Hence its derivation 
from zoion, animal. 

The adjective is zodiacal (zd-DT-o-kal). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT 

1. anthropus 

2. logos 

3. astron 

4. nautes 

5. naus 

6. d/j- 

7. nomos 

8. autos 


MEANING 
mankind 
science, study 
star 
sailor 
ship 
against 

arrangement, law, 

order 

self 


ENGLISH WORD 
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9. metran 

10. ge (geo-) 

11. graphein 

12. bios 

13. opsis, opHkos 

14. botane 

15. zoion 


measurement 
earth 
to write 
life 

view, vision, sight 
plant 

animal 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (1) 


1. anthropology 

2. anthropological 

3. astronomy 

4. astronomical 

5. astrology 

6. astrological 

7. astronaut 

8. cosmonaut 

9. nautical 

10. aster 

11. asterisk 

12. disaster 

13. disastrous 


an'-thr®-POL'-a-jee 

an'-thr»-pa-LOJ'-d-ksl 

o-STRON'-o-mee 

as'-tro-NOM'-d-kal 

o-STROL'-o-jec 

as'-tro-LOJ'-^kal 

AS'-tie-nof 

KOZ'-ms-not^ 

NOr-o-kal 

AS'-ter 

AS'-to-risk 

d3-ZAS'<tor 

do-ZAS'-tros 


Can you pronounce the words? (il) 


1. geology 

2. geological 

3. geometry 

4. geometrician 

5. geometric 

6. geography 

7. geographer 


jce-OL'-o-jee 

jce'-o-LOJ'-o-kal 

jee-OM'-o-tree 

jee'-o-mo-TRISH'-an 

jec-a-MET'-fik 

jec-OG^-r»-fee 

jce-OG'-ro-far 



8. geographical' 

jee^-^RAF-d-kd 

9. biology 

bl-QL'-^jce 

10. biological 

br-o-LOr-o-kal 

11. biography 

bl-OG^-ra-fcc 

12. biographer 

bl-OG'-r^far 

13. biographical 

br-d<5RAF-JJ-k»l 


Can you pronounce the words? 

(111) 

1. autonomy 

aw-TON'-o-mee 

2. autonomous 

aw-TON'-^-ir.ss 

3. metronome 

MET'-ra-nOm' 

4. autobiography 

aw'-to-bT-OG'-ra-fcc 

5. autobiographer 

aw'-te-bl-OG'-ro-for 

6. autobiographical 

aw-to«br-d-GRAF-e-kel 

7. biopsy 

BF-op-see 

8. autopsy 

AW'-top-sce 

9. botany 

BOT'-o-nee 

10. botanical 

ba-TAN'-o-kol 

11. zoology 

zb-OL'-o-jee 

12. zoological 

20-o-LOJ'-3-kol 

13. zodiac 

ZO'-dee-ak 

14. zodiacal 

zO-DI'-o-kol 


Can you work with the words? (1) 


1. anthropology 

a. theory of the influence of 


planets and stars on human 


events 

2. astronomy 

b. science of earth-mapping 

3. astrology 

c. science of allliving matter 

4. geology 

d. science of human develop- 


ment 

5. biology 

e. science of plants 

6. geometry 

f. science of the composition of 


the earth 

7. botany 

g. science of animal life 
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8. zoology h. science of the heavens 

9. geography i. mathematical science of fig* 

uies, shap:s, cu:. 


KEY; 1-^, 2-h, 3-a, 4-.f, 5-<;, 6 A, 7-c, 8 p, 9-.b 


Can you work wifh the words? (II) 

1. autopsy 

2. biopsy 

3. biography 

4. JUitobiographi 


5. zodiac 

6. astronaut 

7. cosmonaut 

8. aster 

9. disaster 

10. autonomy 

11. metronome 


a. “sailor among the stars” 

b. star-shaped flower 

c. story of one’s own life 

d. dissection and exainlnaticm 
of a corpse to determine tiie 
cause of death 

e* great misfortune 

f . “sailor of the universe” 

g. story of someone’s life 

h. diagram of paths of sun, 
moon, and planets 

i. instrument to musi- 

cal time 

j. self-rule 

k. examination oi jiving tissue 


KEY: 1-d, 2-k, 3-g, 4-c, 5-h, 6-a, 7-f. 8-b, 9-e, 10- j, 1 l~i 


Do you understand the words? 

1. Are anthropological studies concerned 
with plant life? 

2. Are astronomical numbers extremely 
small? 

3. Is an astrologer interested in the time 
and date of your birth? 

4. Are nautical maneuvers carried on at 
sea? 


YES NO 
YES NO 
YES , NO 
YES NO 
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5. Does a disastrous earthquake take a 



huge toll of life and property? 

YES 

NO 

6. 

Do geological investigations sometimes 
determine where oil is to be found? 

YES 

NO 

7. 

Does a geometrician work with 




mathematics? 

YES 

NO 

8. 

Do geographical shifts in population 
sometimes affect the economy of an 
area? 

YES 

NO 

9. 

Does a biographical novel deal with the 




life of a real person? 

YES 

NO 

10. 

Is botany a biological science? 

YES 

NO 

11. 

Is the United States politically 
autonomous? 

YES 

NO 

12. 

Is a biopsy performed on a dead body? 

YES 

NO 

13. 

Is a metronome used in the study of 
mathematics? 

YES 

NO 

14. 

Is an autopsy performed to correct a 

YES 

NO 

15. 

surgical problem? 

Does an author write an autobiography 

YES 

NO 


about someone else's life? 


KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4— yes, 5-yes, 6-yes, T-yes, 8-yes, 
9-yes, 10-yes, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-no, 14-no, 15-no 


Can you recall the words? (I) 


1. pertaming to the science of 1. Z. 

animals (adj.) 

2. pertaining to the science of 2. B. 

plants (adj,) 

3. dissection of a corpse to 3. A. 

determine the cause of death 

4. story of one’s life, self-written 4. A 

5. pertaining to the science of all 5. B. 

living matter (adj, ) 

6. science of the measurement of 6. G. 

figures 
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7. |)ertaining to the science of the 7. G. 
earth's composition {ad}.) 

8. branch of physics dealing with 8. A. 

the composition of celestial 

bodies 

9. star-shaped flower 9. A 

10. very high in number; 10. A 

pertaining to the science of the 

heavens {ad}.) 

1 1. science of heavenly bodies 1 1. A- 

12. science of the development of 12. A 

mankind 

13. person who believes human 13. A 

events are influenced by the 

paths of the sun, moon, and 
planets 


KEY: ] -zoological, 2-botanica1, 3-autopsy, 4-autobiography, 
5-biological, 6-geometry, 7-geological, 8-astrophysics, 
9-aster, 10-astronomical, 11 -astronomy, 12-anthropology, 
13-astrologer 


Can you recall the words? (II) 


1. microscopic examination of 1. B_ 

living tissue 

2. self-government 2. A- 

3. time measurer for music 3. M 

4. voyager among the stars 4, A. 

5. traveler through the universe 5. CL 

6. great misfortune 6. D, 

7. mapping of the earth (noun) 1. G- 

8. self-governing (ad/.) 8. A- 

9. diagram used in astrology 9. 2L 

10. pertaining to such a diagram 10. 2L 

{ad}.) 

1 1, pertaining to ships, sailing, etc. 1 1 . N. 



12. $tor-shaped symbol 12. A. 

13. sloryof a person's life 13. E. 


KEY: 1-biopsy, 2-autoaomy, 3-metroiiome, 4-astronaut, S-cos- 
monaut, 6-(lisaster, 7-geography, 8-autonomous, S^zo- 
diac, 10-zodiacal, U-nautical, 12^^tcnsk, IS-btography 


{End of Session 12) 


SESSION 13 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


I . cuffing In and out 

Flies, bees, beetles, wasps, and other insects are segmented 
creatures-— head, thorax, and abdomen. Where these parts join, 
there appears to the imaginative eye a “cutting in” of the body. 

Hence the branch of zoology dealing with Insects is aptly 
named entomoto^, from Greek e/i-, in, plus tome, a cutting. The 
adjective is entomological (cn"-ta-mo-LOJ'-»-kj>l). 

(The word insect makes the same point — it is built on Latin 
in- in, plus sectus, a form of the verb meaning to cuU ) 

The prefix ec-, from Greek ehc^ means out (The Latin prefix, 
you will recall, is ex -, ) Confine «fc- with tome to derive the wwds 
for surgical procedures in which parts are “ctii out,” or removed: 
tonsilltictomy (the tonsils), Appendectomy (the appendix), wiuw- 
teciomy (the breast), hysterectomy (the uiei*us), prostatectomy 
(the prostate), etc. 

Combine ec- witli Greek kentron, center (the Latin root, as we , 
have discovered, is centrum), to derive eccentric (^k-SEN'-trik)— 
out of the center, hence deviating from the nonnal in behavior, 
aitiHides. etc., Pr unconventional, odd, strange. The noun is ec- 
centricity (ck'-san-TRIS'-o* tee). 
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2. more cuts 

The Greek prefix a- makes a root negative; the atom (AT'-om) 
was so named at a time when it was considered the smallest possi- 
ble particle of an element, that is, one that could not be cut any 
further. (We have long since split the atom, of couise, with re- 
sults, as in most technological advances, both good and evil.) The 
adjective is atomic (o-TOM'-ik). 

The Greek prefix ana- has a number of meanings, one of which 
is up, as in anatomy (o-NAT'-a-mee), originally the cutting up of 
a plant or animal to determine its structure, later the bodily struc- 
ture itself. The adjective is anatomical (an'-a-TOM'-a-kal). 

Originally any book that was part of a larger work of many vol- 
umes was called a tome (TOM) — etymologically, a part cut from 
the whole. Today, a tome designates, often dispar agingly, an ex- 
ceptionally large book, or one that is heavy and dutrin content. 

The Greek prefix dicha-^ in two, combines with tome to con- 
struct dichotomy (di-KOP-a-mee), a splitting in two, a technical 
word used in astronomy, biology, botany, and the science of logic. 
It is also employed as a non'technical term, as when we refer to 
the dichotomy in the life of a man who is a government clerk all 
day and a night-school teacher after working hours, so that his life 
is, in a sense, split into two parts. The verb is dichotomize (di- 
KO T'-a-niiz') ; the adjective is dichotomous (dl-KOT'-^mas). 
Dichotomous thinkiiig is the sort that divides everything into two 
parts — good and bad; white and black; Democrats and Republi- 
cans; etc. An unknown wit has made this classic statement about 
dichoiomoiii tbinking: “There are two kinds of people: those who 
rlivifje ever>thiji^ two parts, and those who do not.” 

Imagine a book, a complicated or massive report, or some other 
eluborale dov.uiT;ent — now figuratively cut on or through it so that 
you can get to its essence, the very heart of the idea contained in 
It. What you have is an epitome (^PlP-o-mee), a condensation 
of rhe whole. (h'ro*.T ^pi-, on, upon, plus tome,) 

An epitome may refer to a summary, condensation, or abridg- 
ment of language, as in “f.et me have an epitome of the book,’* or 
“Gut* me the epitome of fus speech.” 
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More oommoBljr, tad tbe verb epHamize (o 4 P 1 T^o- 

TBSif) are used in sentenore fike **She is die epUame of knidfiess,** 
or **11181 one act epUanUzes her philosoplgr of life.** If yon cut er- 
eiytblng else away to gEst to the essential pait» that part is a ret^ 
resenlatWe cross-section of the whole. So a woman who is the epi^ 
ome of kindness stands for all people who are kind; and an act 
that epitomizes a philosophy of life represents, by itself, the com- 
plete philosophy. 


3. love ond words 

Lo^s, we know, means science or study; it may also mean 
word or speech, as it does in philology (f»-LOL'-a-]ee), etymo- 
logicaily the love of words (from Greek philein, to love, plus 
logos), or what is more commonly called linguistics (ling-OWIS^- 
tiks), the sdenoe of language, a term derived from Latin lingua, 
tongue. 

Ciisi you write, and pronounce, the adjective form of philology^ 


4. more bve 

Philanthropy (f^LAN'-thra-pee) is by etymology the love of 
mankind— one who devotes oneself to philanthropy is a philan^ 
thropht (fo-LAN'-thro-pist), as wC learned in Chapter 3; the ad- 
jective is philanihropic (fil-on-THROP'-ik), 

The verb philander (fa-LAN'-dar), to “play around** sexually, 
be j;toduscu ous, o r have ejctrg gnhrital relations, combines philein 
with anSros, male. (Philandering, despite its derivation, is not of 
coui^ exclusively the male province. The word is, in fact, 
derived from the proper name conventionally given to male lovers 
in plays and romances of the 1500s and 1600s.) One who engages 
in the uiteressing activities catalogued above is a philanderer (fe- 
LAN'-dar-ar). 

By etymology, philosophy is the love of wisdom (Greek sophos, 
wise); Philadelphia is the City of Brotherly Love (Greek adel- 
phos, brother); phUhamtonic is the love of music or harmony 
(Greek harmonia, harmony); and a philter, a rarely used word, is 
a love potion. Today we call whatever arouses sexual desire an 
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aphrodisiac (af-ro-DIZ^-ee-akO* ftcftn Aphxx>dite» the Greek god- 
dess of love and beauty. 

Aphrodisiac is an idjectfve as well as a nonn^ but a longer ad- 
jective form, apkrodisiacal (af-rn-ds-ZJ'-o-krf), is also used. 

A bibliophile (BlBMec-d-fll') is one who loves books as collecti- 
ve^ admiring their binding, typography, illustratioiis, rarh^, 
eitc"— in short, a book collector. The combining root is Gre^ 
biblion, book. 

An Anglophile (ANG'-glf^-fa') adntiais and is fond of the Brit- 
ish people, customs, culture, etc. The combining root is Latin 
Anglus, English. 


5. words and how they affect people 

The semarUicist is professionally involved in semantics (so- 
MAN'-tiks). 'Fbc adjective is semantic (sa-MAN'-tik) or seman^ 
tical (sa-MAN'’-tQ-kal). 

Semantics, like orthopedics, pediatrics, and obstetrics, is a sin- 
gular noun despite the -5 ending. Semantics is, not are, an exciting 
study. However, this rule applies only when wc reter to the word 
as a science or area of study. In the following sentence, semantics 
is used as a plural; ‘The semantics of your thinking are all 
wrong.” 

Two stimulating and hf;^ly readable books on the subject, well 
worth a visit to the library to pick up, are Language, in Thought 
and Action, by S. 1. Hayakawa, and People in Quandaries, by Dr. 
Wendell Johnson. 


6. how people live 

The profession of the .sociologist sociology (sfy-shee*OL'-o- 
jee or sd-sce-OL'-3-jecj. Can you wnte, and pronounce, the ad- 
jective? 

Sociology is bailt on- Latin sociiuv, companion,^ plus logos, «5ci- 

♦ Companion itself has an interesting etymology — Latin corn; with, plus 
panis, bread. If you are social, you enjoy breaking bread with ccropanions. 
Pantry also comes from panis, though far more th,.\o bread a stored there. 


132 



enucy »iuu>. iic/ciio lb uto buiin;c oi BUdi oominon woras as assoct^ 
ate, social, socially, society, sociable, and antisocial; as well as 
asocial (ay-SO'-sh^l), which combines the negative prefix a» with 
%ocius. 

The anihocial person actively dislikes people, and often be* 
haves in ways that are detrimenia! or destructive fo society or the 
social ordei (antt^, against). 

On the iithf*r hand, someone who is asocial Is withdrawn and 
self-centercd, a\oid‘. contact with others, and feels completely 
irKJ.ile»*ent to the interests or welfare of society. The asocial per- 
son doesn’t want to ‘'get involved/* 


RfVItW OF ETYMOLOGY 



PRtnX, ROOf 

MFAMNO 

1 


in 

2 

tome 

a cutting 

j 

in~ 

in 

4 

tas 

cut 

<? 

kt'niron 
{centrum ) 

center 

6 

a 

not, negative 

7 

una- 

up 

? 

dtrha- 

in two 


epi- 

on, upon 

10 

loifos 

word, speech 

11. 

ltnf*iu2 

tv^ngue 

12 

philun 

to love 

n 

^ophos 

wise 

u 

adelpkos. 

brother 

15 

hibhon 

book 

16 

Anglos 

English 

17. 

socius 

companioii 

18. 

anti- 

agaiM 


FNCriSH WORD 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce Hie words? (I) 


1. entomology 

2. entomological 

3. eccentric 

4. eccentricity 

5. atom 

6. atomic 

7. anatomy 

8. anatomical 

9. tome 

10. dichotomy 

11. dichotomous 

12. dichotomize 


en'-to-MOL'-o-jec 

en'-to-mo-LOJ'-o-kol 

ok-SENMrik 

ok^-son-TRIS'-o-tee 

AT'-am 

o-TOM'-ik 

o-NAT'-o-mee 

an' ‘O-TOM'-o-kol 

TOM 

di-KOT'-o-mee 

dr-KOTT'-o-mds 

dl-KOT'-o-mlz' 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


1. epitome 

2. epitomize 

3. philology 

4. philological 

5. linguistics 

6. philanthropy 

7. philanthropist 
8 philanthropic 

9. philander 

10. philanderer 


o-PIT'-o-mee 

o-PIT'»o-miz' 

fD-LOL'-o-jee 

ling-GWISMiks 

fo-LAN'-thra-pee 

fo-LAN'-thrs-pist 

fil'-on-THROP'-ik 

f^LAN'-dar 

fo-LAN'-dar-^r 


Con you pronounce the words? (Ill) 


1. philter 

2. aphrodisiac 

S. aphrodisiacai 

4. bibliophile 

5. Anglophile 

6. semantics 


FlL'-tor 

af'-ro-DlZ'-ee-ak' 

af'-rd-do-Zl'-o-ko) 

BIB'-lee-o-m' 

ANG'-g^o-ffl' 

so-MAN'-Uks 



7, semantic 
semantical 
). sociology 

). sociological 

i. asocial 


sd-MAN'-tik 

Sd-MANMa-k;a 

so'-shee-OL'-o-jee or 

s6'-sec-OL'-a-jec 

s6'-shcM-LOJ'-3-kol or 

s6'-see->LOJ'-o-kdl 

ay-SO^-shdi 


in you work with the words? (1) 

. entomology 
1. eccentricity 

atiatoiny 

k dichotomy 
i. epitome 
). philology 

^ semantics 
. sociology 

. aphrodisiac 

. philanthropy 


a. physical structure 

b. summary; representation of 
the whole 

c. science of the meanings and 
effects of words 

d. linguistics 

e. science dealing with insects 

f. science of social structures 
and customs 

g. charitable works 

h. that which causes sexual 
arousal 

L strangeness; oddness; uncon- 
ventionality 

j. condition or state of being 
split into two parts 


iY: 1-^. 2-i, 3~a, 4-j, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-f, 9-h, lO-g 


n you work wtfh the words? (M) 

- dichotomize 
. epitomize 
. philander 

. philter 


a. dull, heavy book 

b. love potion; aphrodisiac 

c. pertaining to the study of 
language 

d. one fond of British people, 
customs, etc. 
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5. bibliophile 


6. Anglophile 

7. asocial 

8. tome 

9. philological 
10. sociological 


e. pertaining to the science 
group cultures, conventioi 
etc. 

f. to split in two 

g. withdrawn from contact wj 
people 

h. book collector 

i. to summarize 

j. to engage in extramarital se: 


KEY: 1-f, 2-i. 3-j, 4-b, 5-h, 6-d, 7-g. 8-a, 9-o, 10-e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is a p/z/Vn/idiTcr likely to be faithful to a yes i 

spouse? 

2. Did Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde lead a yes i 

dichotomous existence? 

3. Is an egoist the epitome of selfishness? Yts i 

4. Is 9i philanthropist 2Lnl\soc\al7 Yfs 

5. Is an aphrodisiac intended to reduce v rs t 

sexual interest? 

6. Is a bibliophiie^s chief aim the yes ^ 

enjoyment of literature? 

7. D^s a understand yes i 

etymology? 

8. Is a semanticist interested in more than yes ^ 

the dictionary meanings of words? 

9. Is an asocial peison interested in yes * 

improving social conditions? 

10. Is a light novel considered a tome? yes i 


KEY: 1-00, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4-oo, 5-no, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-yi 
9-no, 10-io 



an you Hkofl the words? . 

L. pertaining to the Study of social 1. SL 
customs (od/.) 

1. pertaining to the psychological 2. S. 

elTectsof words (nd/.) or S- 

y lover and collector of books 3. B- 

4. make love promiscuously 4. P. 

5. pertaining to the science of 5. P. 

linguistics (nd;.) 

3. pertaining to the study of 6. E- 

insects (adj,) 

7. one who admires British 7. A- 

customs 

3. smallest particle, so-called 8. A. 

pertaining to the structure of a 9. A. 
body (adj.) 

1 a dull, heavy book 10. T, 

1 . split in two (adj.) 1 1 . D. 

2. to split in two 12. D. 

1. a condensation, sunrimary, or 13. £. 

representation of the whole 
X. to stand for the whole; to 14. E. 

summarize 

5. pertaining to charitable 15. P- 

activities (adj,) 

5. out of the norm; odd 16. E. 

7. one who “plays around” 17. P- 

3. arousing sexual desire (ad/.) 18. A. 

or A. 

science of the manner in which 19. S- 
groups function 

X self-isolated from contact with 20. A. 
people 


EY: 1-^ociological, 2-semantic or semantical, 3-bibliophile, 
4-philander, 5-philoIogical, 6--entomo1ogical, 7-Anglo- 
phile, 8-atom, 9-anatomical, 10-tome, 1 1-dichotomous, 


137 



12--dichotoinize, 13-cpitoinc, 14-cpltoniizc, 15-phi1an- 
thiopic, 16-eooratiic, 17-philanderer, 18-aphrodisiac or 
aphrodisiacal, 19-sociology, 20-asocial 


CHAPTER REVIEW 

A. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Student of the stars and other heavenly phenomena: (a) ge< 
ologist, (b) astronomer, (c) anthropologist 

2. Student of plant life: (a) botanist, (b) zoologist, (c) biolo- 
gist 

3., Student of insect life: (a) sociologist, (b) entomologist, (c) 
etymologist 

4. Student of the meaning and psychology of words: (a) philol- 
ogist, (b) semanticist, (c) etymologist 

5. Analysis of living tissue: (a) autopsy, (b) biopsy, (c) au- 
tonomy 

' 6. That which arouses sexual desire: (a) zodiac, (b) biblio- 
phile, (c) aphrodisiac 

7. .Self-governing: (a) autobiographical, (b) autonomous, (c) 
dichotomous 

8. Part that represents the whole: (a) epitome, (b) dichotomy, 
(c) metronome 

9. One who physically travels in space: (a) astronomer, (b) as- 
trologer, (c) astronaut 

10. One who has extramarital affairs: (a) cosmonaut, (b) 
phUanderer, (c) phil^anthropist 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-b, 4-b, 5-b, 6-c, 7-b, 8-a, 9-c, l(>-b 


E. Can you recognize roots? 

ROOT MEANING EXAMPT E 

1. anthropos anthropology 

2. logos philology 
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3. astron 

4 

astronomy 

fifitmnAiif 


mfttrnnnmft 

6 onfos 

Aiifnnnmy 

7 Of 

iw»^tnov 

8 g’^ftphf^fFt 

Kinaranliv 

0 /ipciCj nptileM 

Aiitnnsv 

iQ zoion 


1 lomf 

Antnmnlngy 

'7 

ifiRert 



' 4 ph*lfin 

philanfhmpy 


philocnphy 


hiWinphile 

17 

An|t1nphi1e 

\ R r/v'ifjc 

cnntn1rk£y 

IQ 

hinlno^ 

to. bios 

biopsy 


CEY : 1-mankind, 2-word, speech, 3-star, 4-saiIor, 5-law, order, 
arrangement, 6-self, 7-caith, 8-to write, 9-view, vision, 
sight, lO-animal, 11-a cutting, 12-cut, 13-tongue, 14-to 
love, 15-wise, 16-book, 17-En^ish, 18-companion, 
19-science, study, 20-life 


FEASER QUESTION FOR THE AAAATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1. Recalling the root sophos, wise, and thinking of the English 
vord moron, write the name given to a second-year student in 

ligh school or college: Etymo- 

ogically, what does this word mean? 

2. Based on the root sophos, what word means worldty-wise? 

- i 

3. Thinking of bibliophile, define bibliomamac: . 
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4* ITiese thr^ wocds^ based on lin^^ tcmgue^ use prefixes w< 
have discussed. Can you define each one? 

(a) monolingual — — , 

(b) bilingual 

(c) trilingual 

Can you, now, guess at the meaning of muUilmgual? 


How about linguiit? 


What do you suppo^je the Latin root mulNs meanv? 

— (Think of muttitu.ic ) 

5. With Anglophile as your model, can yon out wl.a 

country and its people, customs, etc. each of the f( Homing admirer 

(a) Francophile — 

(b) Russophile 

(c) Hispanophile 

(d) Germanophile 

(e) Nipponophile 

(f) Sinophile 

6. Using roots you have learned, and with bibliophile as you 
model, can you construct a word for: 

(a) one whoioves males: 

(b) one who loves women: 

(c) one who loves children: 

(d) one who loves animals: 

(c) one who loves plants: 

(Answers in Chapter 18) 


WHERE TO GET NEW IDEAS 

People with superior vocabularies, 1 have submitted, are th 
people with ideas. The words they know are verbal symbols of th 
ideas they are familiar with — ^reduce one and you must reduce th 
ocher, for ideas cannot exist without verbalization. Freud one 





had an idea — and had to coin sl whole new vocabulary to make 
his idea clear to the world Those who are fanuJiar with Freud's 
theories know all the words that explain them — the unconscious, 
the ego the id, the superego, rnuonaltzadon, Oedipus complex, 
and on Splitting the atom was once a ne^ idea— anyone famil- 
jar with it knew something about ft\uon, isotope, radioactive, 
cyclotron, etc. 

Remember this your voc bidary indicates the alertness and 
r-inge your m*nd 7 he words you know show the extent of your 
luidtisUhKiing of what's goiOj* on in the world The size of your 
voc ibulary vanes diru'fly w*th the degree to which you are grow- 
ing intiliectualiy 

Y</u havi covcied so far in this book wcral hundred words. 
HavMig leained thtse words, you have begun to think of an equal 
number (»f new idci's A new word is not just another pattern of 
^silablcs with which to clutter up your mind — a new word is a 
new idea to help you think, to help you understand the thoughts 
of otheis, to help you express your own thoughts, to help you live 
a richer 'ntcllcctiial life. 

Realizing these facts, you may become impatient You will 
begin to doubt that a book like this can cover all the ideas that an 
alert and intellectually mature adult wishes to be acquainted with. 
Your doubt is well-fi unded. 

One of the cnief purposes of this book is to get you started, to 
give you enough of a push so that you will begin to gather 
momentum, to stimulate you enough so that >ou will want to start 
gathering your own ideas 

H^/iere erm you gather them^ From good books on new topics. 

Ho\i can you gather them? By reading on a wide range of new 
subjects 

Reference hd« repeatedly been made to psychology, psychiatry, 
and psychoanalysis m these pages If your curiosity has been 
niqued by t)jc<;e rt rerentes, litre is a good place to start. In these 
fields theie .s a to merdous ami excitinq literature — ^and you can 
lead as widely and as ‘let ply as you wish 

Whet 1 w mU like lo uo is offer a few suggestions as to where 
you might prctitdbl> legm -L »w far you go will depend on your 
own interest. 
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I suggest, first, half a dozen older books (older, but still im- 
mensely valuable and completely valid) available at any large 
public library. 

The Human Mind, by Karl A. Menninger 
Mind and Body, Flanders Dunbar 
The Mind in Action, by Eric Berne 
Understandable Psychiatry, by Leland E. Hinsie 
A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis, by Sigmund Freud 
Emotional Problems of Living, by O. Spurgeon English and 
Gerald H. J. Pearson 

Next, I suggest books on some of the newei approaches in psy- 
chology. These are available in Inexpensive paperback editions as 
well as at your local library. 

/ Ain't Well — But / Sure Am Better, by Jess Lair, Ph.D. 

The Disowned Self, by Nathaniel Brandon 
A Primer of Behavioral Psychology, by Adelaide Bry 
Pm OK — You're OK, by Thomas A. Harris, M.D. 

Freedom to Be and Man the Manipulator, by Everett L. Shos- 
trum 

Games People Play, by Eric Beme, M.D. 

Love and Orgasm, Pleasure and The Language of the Body, by 
Alexander Lowen, M.D, 

The Transparent Self, by Sydney M. Jourard 
Don't Say Yes When You Want to Say No, by Herbert Fen- 
sterheim and Jean Baer 

Gestalt Therapy Verbatim, by Frederick S. Peris 
Born to Win, by Muriel James and Dorothy Jongeward 
Joy and Here Comes Everybody, by William C. Schutz 
The Fifty-Minute Hour, by Robert Lindner 


(End of Session 13) 



- Btucf Intermission Four 


now lO AVOID BEING A PURIST 


l fe as you no doubt \t ilize» is complicated enough these days. 
Yet pun tis. textbooks and Lnglish teachtis with puristic ideas are 
srnvini to make it still moie complicated Their contribution to 
tiu conpkx»ts of inoJern living is the repeated claim that many 
of ihc natural v iref cc uid popular expressions that most of us 
use tvtr\ fiiv "re bid bnghsh, ’ ‘incorrtct grammar,” “vulgar,** 
or ili teratc ’ 

In truth, inirv of the former restnctions and “thou shalt nots” 
of a^ d rile 2 i"ima! ire now outmoded- most educaUd speak- 
quite sinpW ignore them 

^ i' ' ri > in 11 tnnimr classes at Rio Ihmdo College are 
'‘Uiiitv «it lu c I \^lKn they discover that correctness is not 
det( 11 i^d t ^c \ I I k ruhs ^nd cannot be enforced by school- 
tw 1 he ^ \ *1 Tiibiv ssk “A.’-en’t vou going to draw the 

hnr stimc vIli 

It I nt thfr tc(' T\ nor po’'sib!t for ai v cue pcr'ion to “draw 
the lin Th s hii- ''nd v]n«te efTe^ tivilv— bv the people 
ibcm'vcKcs t's ♦he nnlhoris i<UKated ptople throughout the na- 
tion 

Ot c uTse \ n «.X! rf«si n 1 1\ <o» sk cn d hiuorrect” or 

‘ lilitc! te 1 t * puiiii lit Decline they ^ lOhre [ aristic 
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niles» but only because they are rarely if ever used by educated 
speakers. 

Correctness, in short, is determined by current educated usage. 

The following notes on current trends in modern usage are in- 
tended to help you come to a decision about certain controversial 
expressions. As you read each sentence, pay particular attention 
to the italicized word or words. Does the usage square with your 
own language patterns? Would you be willing to phrase your 
thoughts in just such terms? Decide whether the sentence is 
‘‘right’* or “wrong,’* then compare your conclusions with the opin- 
ions given after the test. 


lEST YOURSELF 


1 . Let’s not walk any further right now. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

2. Some people admit that their principle 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

goal in life is to become wealthy. 



3. What a mce thing to sayl 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

4. He’s pretty sick today. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

5. I feel awfully sick. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

6. Are you going to invite Doris and / to 

RIGHT 

WRONG 


your parly? 


1. Let's not walk any jurther right now. 

RIGHT. In the nineteenth century, when professional grammari- 
ans attempted to Latinize English grammar, an artificial distinc- 
tion was drawn between farther and further, to wit: farther refers 
to space, further means to a greater extent or additional Today, 
as a result, many teachers who are still under the forbidding in- 
fluence of nineteenth-century restrictions insist that it is incorrect 
to use one word for the other. 

To check on current attitudes toward this distinction, I sent 
the test sentence above to a number of dictionary editors, authors, 
and professors of English, requesting their opinion of the accepta- 
bility of further in reference to actual distance. Sixty out of eighty- 
seven professors, over two thirds of those responding, accepted the 
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usagt without qualification. Of twelve dlctionaiy editors* devan 
accepted further, and In the case of the authors* thirteen out of 
twenty-three accepted the word as used. A professor of English at 
Cornell University remarked: know of no jostificaUon for any 
present-day distinction between further and farther^; and a con- 
sulting editor of the Punk and Wagnalls dictionary said* '*Th6re is 
nothing controversial here. As applied to spatial distance* further 
and farther have long been interchangeable.*' 

Perhaps the comment of a noted author and columnist is most 
to the point: “I like both further and farther, as I have never been 
able to tell which is which or why one is any farther or further 
than the other.” 

2. Some people admit that their principle goal in iife is to become 
wealthy. 

WRONG. In speech, you can get principal and principle con- 
fused as often as you like, and no one will ever know the 
difference — both words are pronounced identically. In writing, 
however* your spelling will give you away. 

There is a simple memory trick that will help you if you get into 
trouble with these two words. Rule and prifKiple both end in 
-/e — and a principle is a ru/e. On the other hand, principal con- 
tains an a, and so docs main — and principd means main. Get 
tl^ese points straight and your confusion is <»ver. 

Heads of scho< Is are called principals, because they are the 
main person in that institution of learning The money you have 
in the bank is your principal, your main financial assets. And the 
stars of a play are prinapals — the main actors. 

Thus, “Some people admit tluU their principal (main) goal in 
life is to become wealthy,” but “Such a principle (rule) is not 
guaranteed to lead to happiness ” 

3. Wliai a nice thing to say! 

RIGHT. Purists objtct to the popular use of nice as a synonym 
for pleasant, apireeable, or delightful. They wish to restrict the 
word to its older and mure enidite meaning of exact or subtle. 
You will be happy to hear that they aieu't getting anywnere. 

When I polled a group of well-known authors on the accept- 
ability in everyday speech of die popular meaning of nice, theur 
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opinions were unanimous; not a single dissenting voice, out of the 
twenty-three authors who answered, was raised against the usage. 
Okie writer responded: ‘*It has been right for about 150 years 

Editors of magazines and newspapers questioned on the same 
point were just a shade more conservative. Sixty out of sixiy-nine 
accepted the usage. One editor commented: “1 think we do not 
have to be nice about nice any longer. No one can eriidicatc it 
from popular speech as a synonym for pleasant, or enjoyable, or 
kind, or courteous. It is a w'orkhorse of the vocabulary, atid prop- 
erly so.” 

The only valid objection to the word is that it is overworked by 
some people, but this shows a weakness in vocabulary rather than 
in grammar. 

As in the famous stor>’ of the editor who said to her secret.*. vy 
“There arc two words I wish you would stop using so much. One 
is ‘nice’ and the other is lousy.’ ” 

“Okay,” said ilie secretary, who was eager to please. “Whut arc 
they?” 

4. He’s pretty sick today. 

RIGHT. One of the purist’s pet targets of attack is the w^ord 
pretty as used in the sentence under discussion. Yet all modern 
dictionaries accept such use of pretty, and a survey made by a 
professor at the University of Wisconsin showed that the usi'gc is 
establi.shed English. 

5. I feel awfully sick. 

RIGHT. Dictionaries accept this usage in informal speech and 
the Univeri'ity of Wisconsin survey showed that it is established 
English. 

The great popularity of awfully in educated speech is no doubt 
due to the strong and unique emphasis that the word gives to an 
adjective-- sub:>litute vevy, quite, extrernefy, or severely and you 
considerably weaken the force. 

On the other hand, it is somewhat less than cultivated xo say “I 
feel awful sick," and the wisdom of using awfully to intensify a 
plia.\ant concept (“W'hal an awfully pretty child”; ‘That hook is 
awfully interesting”) is perhaps still debatable, though getting less 
and less so as the years go on. 
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6. Are you going to invite Doris and / to your party? 

WRONG. Some people are almost irresistibly drawn to the pro* 
noun / in constructions like this one. However, not only does such 
use of / violate a valid and useful grammatical principle, but, 
more important, it is rarely heard in educated speech. The mean- 
ing of the sentence is equally clear no matter which form Of the 
pronoun is employed, of course, but the use of I, the less popular 
choice, may stigmatize the speaker as uneducated. 

Consider it this way: You would normally say, “Are you going 
to invite me to your party?” It would be wiser, therefore, to say, 
“Arc you going to invite I^ris and me to your party?” 
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7 


HOW TO TALK 
ABOUT LIARS AND I.YING 

(Sessions 14—1?) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

What kind of liar are you if you* 

• have dev> loped a rrputath»n for f dwhtwd'^ 

• ore particularly ikiHfur 

• cannot be ref* irmcd? 

• have heto^nc habituated to your vice'* 

• started to he from the moment of your birth? 

• always he? 

• cannot distingiv&h fact from fancy^ 

• suffer no panqs of conscience? 

• arc suspiciously smooth and fluent :n yt)ur lying? 

• tell vii tousdies'^ 
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SESSION 14 


It was the famous Greek philosopher and cynic Diogenes who 
went around the streets of Athens, lantern in hand, looking for an 
honest person. 

This was over two thousand years ago, but 1 presume that 
Diogenes would have as little success in his search today. Lying 
seems to be an integral weakness of mortal character — doubt 
that few human beings would be so^ brash as to claim that they 
have never in their lives told at least a paifal untruth. Indeed, one 
philologibt goes so far as to theorize that language must have been 
invented for the sole purpose of deception. Perhaps so. It is cer- 
tainly true that animals seem somewhat more honest than humans, 
maybe because they are less gifted mentally. 

Why do people lie? lo increase their sense of importance, to es- 
cape punishment, to gain an end that would otherwise be denied 
tiiem, out of long-standing habit, or sometimes because they actu- 
ally do not know the difference between fact and fancy. These are 
the common reasons for falsification. No doubt there are other, 
fairly unique, motives that impel people to distort the truth. And, 
to come right down to it, can we always be certain what is true 
and what is false*’ 

If lying IS a prevalent and all-too-hnman phenomenon, there 
would of course be a number of interesting words to describe 
different types of liars. 

Let us pretend (not to get personal, but only to help you be- 
come personally involved in the ideas and words) that you are a 
liar. 

The question is, what kind of liar are you? 
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IDEAS 


1. you don't fool ovon some of the people 

Eveiybody knows your pr opensity for avoiding facts. Yon have 
built so solid and unsm^ a reputation that only a stranger is 
likely to be misled — andfthen, not for long. 

A notorious liar 


2. to the highest summits of ortlstry 

Your ability is top-drawer— rarely does anyone lie as convinc- 
ingly or as artistically as you do. Your skill has» in short, reached 
the zenith of perfection. Indeed, your mastery of the art is so great 
that your lying is almost always crowned with success — and you 
have no trouble .^Micing an myfJSf ^^l^iter into believing that 
you are telling g(»pel truth. 

A consummate liar 


3. beyond redemption or solvation 

You are impervious to correction. Often as you may be caught 
in your fabrications, there is no reforming you— you go right on ly- 
ing despite the punishment, embarrassment, or unhappiness that 
your distortions of truth may bring upon you. 

All incorrigible liar 


4. too old to learn new tricks 

You are the victim of firmly fixed and deep-rooted habits. Tell- 
ing untruths is as frequent and customary an activity as brushing 
your teeth in the morning, or having toast and coffee for break- 
fast, or lighting a cigarette after dinner (if you are a smoker). 
And almost as reflexive. 


An inveterate liar 
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You have such a long history of persistent falsification that one 
can only suspect that your vice started when you were reposing in 
your mother’s womb. In other words, and allowing for a gfeat 
deal of exaggeration for effect, you have been lying from the mo- 
ment of your birth. 

A congenital liar 


6. no letup 

You never stop lying. While normal people lie on occasion, and 
often for special reasons, you lie continually — ^not occasionally or 
even frequently, but over and over. 

A chronic liar 


7 , o strange disease 

You are not concerned with the difference between truth and 
falsehood; you do not bother to distinguish fact from fantasy. In 
fact, your lying is a disease that no antibiotic can cure. 

A pathological liar 


B. no regrets 

You are completely without a conscience. No matter what 
misery your fabrications may cause your innocent victims, you 
never feel the slightest ^'ip^ of guilt. Totally unscrupulous, you 
arc a dangerous person to'^gei mixed up with. 

An unconscionable liar 


?, smoothi 

Possessed of a lively imagination and a ready tongue, you can 
distort facts as smoothly and as effortlessly as you can say your 
name. But you do not always get away widi your lies. 
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Ironically enougjh, it is your very smoothness that makes yoi 
suspect: your answers are too quick to be true. Even if we can*) 
immediately catch you in your lies, we have learned from unhapp] 
past experience not to suspend our critical faculties when you arc 
talking. We admire your nimble wit» but we listen with a skeptica 
ear. 


A glib liai 


10. CHitstandingl 

Lies, after all, are bad — they are frequently injurious to othei 
people, and may have a particulariy dangerous effect on you as a 
liar. At best, if you are caught you suffer some embarrassment. Al 
worst, if you succeed in your deception your character becomes 
warped and your sense of values suffers. Almost all Ues are harm- 
ful; some are no less than vi cious. 

If you arc one type of all your lies are vicious — calcu- 
latedly, predetermin^ly, coldly, and advisedly vicious. In short, 
your lies are so outstandingly hurtful that people gasp in amaze- 
ment and disgust at hearing them. 

An egregious liai 


In this chapter the ten basic words revolve rathei closely around 
a central core. Each one, however, has a distinct, a unique mean- 
ing, a special implication. Note the differences. 


TYPE OF LIAR 

1. notorious 

2. consummate 

3. incorrigible 

4. inveterate 

5. congenital 


SPECIAL IMPLICATION 
famous — or infamous — for lying; 
tendency to falsify is wdl-known 
great jAif/ 

too far gone to be reformed- 
impervious to rehabilitation 
* lying has become a deep-rocted habit 
lying had very early beginnings — as il 
from birth 
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5. chronic 
7. pathological 

B. unconscionable 
9. glib 
0. egregious 


over and over 

an irresistible compulsion to lie— often 
for no rational reason; lying is a disease 
lack of regret or remorse 
great smoothness 
viciousness of the lies 


These ten expressive 
ricted to lying or liars. 

1. notorious 

2. consummate 

3. incorrigible 

4. inveterate 

5. congenital 

6. chronic 

7. pathological 

8. unconscionable 

9. glib 

0. egregious 


adjectives, needless to say, are not re- 
Note their general meanings: 
well-known for some bad quality — a 
notorious philanderer 
perfect, highly skilled— consumma/e 
artistry at the keyboard 
beyond reform — an incorrigible 
optimist 

long-accustomed, deeply habituated— 
an inveterate smoker (this adjective, 
like notorious, usually has an unfavor- 
able connota tion) 
happening at or during birth-a 
congenital deformity 
going on for a long time, or occurring 
again and again — chronic appendicitis 
diseased — a pathological condition 
without pangs of conscience-unco/i- 
scionable cruelty to children 
smooth, suspiciously fluent~a glib 
witness 

outstandingly bad or vicious-an 
egregious error 


With the exception of consummate and congenital, all ten ad- 
sctives have strongly derogatory implications and are generally 
ised to describe people, characteristics, or conditions we disap- 
prove of. 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 

1. notorious 

2. consummate 

3. incorrigible 

4. inveterate 

5. congenital 

6. chronic 

7. pathological 

8. unconscionable 

9. glib 

10. egregious 


Con you work with the words? 

1. notorious 

2. consummate 

3. incorrigible 

4. inveterate 

5. congenital 

6. chronic 

7. pathological 

8. unconscionable 

9. glib 

10. ^grpgious 


na-TAWR'-ec^as 

kan-SUMVat 

in-KAWR'-a-ja-bal 

in-VET-a-rat 

kan-JEN'-a-tal 

KRONMk 

path'-a-LOJ'-a-kal 

un-KON'-sha-na-bal 

GLIB 

a-GREE'-jas 


a. beyond reform 

b. continuing over a long p 
riod of time; recurring 

c. diseased 

d. from long-standing habit 

e. suspiciously smooth 

f. without conscience or son 
pies 

g. outstandingly bad or vicious 

h. unfavorably known 

i. from birth 

]. finished, perfect, artistic 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-a, 4.<1. 5-i, (M), 7-c, 8-f. 9-c. 10-g 
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» you understand the words? 


1. Do people become /lofor/oiis for good 
acts? 

YES 

NO 

2. Is Beethoven considered a consummate 
musical genius? 

YES 

NO 

3. If a criminal is truly incorrigible, is 
there any point in attempting 
rehabilitation? 

YES 

NO 

4. Does an inveterate smoker smoke only 
occasionally? 

YES 

NO 

5. Is a congenital deformity one that 
occurs late in life? 

YES 

NO 

6. Is a chronic invalid ill much of the 
time? 

YES 

NO 

7. Is a pathological condition normal and 
healthy? 

YES 

NO 

8. If a person commits an unconscionable 
act of cruelty, is there any regret, 
remorse, or guilt? 

YES 

NO 

9. Is a glib talker awkward and hesitant in 
speech? 

YES 

NO 

0. Is an egregfous error very bad? 

YES 

NO 

£Y; 1-00, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 


10-ycs 


an you recall the words? 

1. outstandingly vicious; so bad 1. £. 

as to be in a class by itself 

2. starting at birth 2. C 

3. happening over and over again; 3. C 
continuing for a long time 
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4. iii^ddyaoduiitiirorBblykii^^ 4. 

(as for andsocU acts. 

charactM weaknesses, immoral 
or unethical behavior, etc.) 

5. beyond correction 5. I — 

6. smooth and petsuasive; 6. 

QmisQally, almost suspiciously, 

7. long addicted to a habit 7. L-. 

8. perfect in the practice of an 8. CL. 

art; extremely skitlful 

9. unscrupulous; entirely without 9. U. 

conscience 

10. diseased 10. F-. 


KEY: 1-egiegious, 2-oongenital, 3-chronic, 4-notorious, 5-in- 
corrigible, 6-glib, 7-inveterate, S-consummate, 9-uncon- 
scionable, lO-pathological 


Con you use the vrords? 

As a result of the tests you are taking, you are becoming more 
and more familiar with these ten valuable and expressive words. 
Now, as a further check on your learning, write the word that best 
fits each blank. 

1. This person has gambled, day in and day out, for as long as 
anyone can remember — gambling has b^ome a deep-rooted 
habit 

1. An. .gambler 

Bom with a clubfoot 

2. A deformity 

3. Someone known the worid over for criminal acts 

3. A criminal 

4. An invading army kills, maims, and tortures without mercy, 
compunction, or regret 

4. acts of cruelty 
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5. The suspect answers the detective’s questions easily, fluently, 
almost too smoothly. 

5. responses 

6. A person reaches the acme of perfection as an actress or 
actor. 

6. A pftrfnmner 

7. No one can change someone’s absurdly romantic attitude to- 
ward life. 

7. An romantic 

8. A mistake so bad that it defies description 

8. An r— j blunder 

9. Drunk almost all the time, again and again and again — 
periods of sobriety are few and very, very far between 

9. A alcoholic 

10. Doctors find a persistent, dangerous Infection in the bladder 

10. A condition 


KEY : l-inveterate, 2-congenital, 3-notorious, 4-unconscionable, 
5-^b, 6-consunimate, 7~incorrigible, 8-egregious, 
9-chronic, 1 0-pathologicaI 


(JEnd of Session 14) 


SESSION 15 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. well-known 

‘’Widely but unfavorably known” is the common. detinition lor 
notorious. Just as a notorious liar is well-known for unreliable 
statc^mcnts, so a notorious gambler, a notorious thief, or a notori- 
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ous killer has achieved a wide r^utation for some form of an- 
tisocial behavior. The noun is notoriety (nd-ta-Rl'-o-tee). 

The derivation is from Latin notus, known, from which we also 
noted. It is an interesting characteristic of some words that a 
change of syllables can alter the emotional impact. Thus, an ad- 
mirer of certain business executives will speak of them as *'noted 
industrialists**; these same people*8 enemies will call them **notori^ 
mis exploiters.** Similarly, if we admire a man*s or a woman’s un- 
worldliness, we refer to it by the complimentary term childlike; 
but if we are annoyed by the trait, we describe it, derogatively, as 
childish. Change '*-like** to * -ish** and our emotional tone under- 
goes a complete reversal. 


2. plenty of room at the top 

The top of a mountain is called, as you know, the summit, a 
word derived from Latin summus, hipest, which also gives us 
the mathematical term sum, as in addition. A consummate artist 
has reached the very highest point of perfection; and to consume 
mate (KON^-sc-maytO, a marriage, a business deal, or a contract 
is, etymologicaily, to bring it to the highest point; that is, to put 
the final touches to it, to bring It to completion., 

[Note how differently consummate (kun-SUM'-ot), the adjec- 
tive, is pronounced from the verb to consummate (KON'-sa- 
mayt*)]. 

Nouns are formed from adjectives by the addition of the noun 
sufBx -mess: sweet — sweetness; simple — simpleness; envious — en- 
vhusness; etc. 

Many adjectives, however, have alternate noun forms, and the 
adjective consummate is one of them. To make a noun out of con- 
• summate, add either •ness or -acy; consummateness (kan-SUM*- 
at-nas) or consummacy (kan-SUM'-a-see). 

Verbs ending in -ate invariably tack on the noun suffix -ion to 
form nouns: create — creation; evaluate — evaluation; etc. 

Can you write the noun form of the verb to consummate? 
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3. no help 

Call people incorrigible (in-KAWR'-o-j>bol) if they do any- 
thing to excess, and if all efforts to conect or reform them are to 
no avail. Thus, one can be an incorrigible idealist, an incorrigible 
criminal, an incorrigible optimist, or an incorrigible philandeier. 
The vrord derives from Latin corrigo, to correct or set strai^t, 
plus the negative prefix m-. (This prefix, depending on the root it 
precedes, may be negative, may intensify the root, as in invaluable, 
or may mean m.) 

The noun is incorrigibility (in-kawi'-o-jo-BIL'-a-tee) or, alter- 
natively, incorrigibleness. 


4. veterans 

Inveterate^ from l.atin vetus, old,* generally indicates disap- 
proval. 

Inveterate gamblers have grown old in the habit, etymologically 
speaking; inveterate drinkers have been imbibing for so long that 
they, too, have formed old, well-establishSThabits; and inveterate 
liars have been lying for so long, and their habits are by now so 
deep-rooted, that one can scarcely remember (the word implies) 
when they ever told the truth. 

The noun is inveteracy (in-VET-ar-o-see) or inveterateness. 

A veteran (VET'-a-ran), as of the Armed Forces, grew older 
serving the country; otherwise a veteran is an old hand at the 
game (and therefore skillful). The word is both a noun and an 
adjective; a veteran at (or in) swimming, tennis, police work,^ 
business, negotiations, diplomacy — or a veteran actor, teacher, 
diplomat, political reformer. 

* Latin senex, source of seniie and senescent, also, you will recall, means 
old. In inveterate, in- means in; it is not tbc negative prefix found in bicor* 
rigihle. 
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5. birth 


Greek genesis, birth or origin* a root we discovered in discuss 
ing psychogenic (Chapter 5)* is the source of a great many Eng 
lish words. 

Genetics (ja-NE'F-Ucs) is the science that treats of the trans 
mission of hereditary characteristics from parents to offspring 
The scientist spedalizing in the field is a geneticist (ja-NET-a 
sist), the adjective is genetic (ja-NET-ik). The particle in th< 
chromosome of the germ cell containing a hereditary charac 
teristic is a gene (JEEN). 

Genealogy (jeen'-ee-AL'-a-jce) is the study of family trees o 
ancestral origins (logos, study). The practitioner is a genealogis 
(jeen'-ec-AL'-a-jist). Can you form the adjective 
— (And can you pronounce it?) 

The genital (GEN'-a-tal), or sexual* organs are involved in th 
process of conception and birth. The genesis ( JEN'-a-sis) of any 
thing — a plan* idea* thou^t, career* etc. — is its beginning* birtl' 
or origin, and Genesis, the first book of the Old Testameni 
describes the creation* or birth, of the universe. 

Congenital is constructed by combining the prefix con-, with o 
together, and the root genesis, birth. 

So a congenital defect, deformity, condition* etc. occurs durin 
the nine-month birth process (or period of gestation, to becom 
technical). Hereditary (ho-RElX-a-tair'-ee) characteristics, o 
the other hand* are acquired at the moment of conception. Thu* 
eye color, nose shape, hair texture, and other such qualities ar 
hereditary; they are determined by the genes in the germ cells c 
the mother and father. But a thalidomide baby resulted from th 
use of the drug by a pregnant woman, so the deformities wei 
congenital. 

Congenital is used both literally and figuratively. Literally, tl 
word generally refers to some medical deformity or abnormalil 
occurring during gestation. Figuratively, it wildly exaggerates, f( 
effect, the very early existence of some quality: congenital lia 
'Congenital fear of the dark* etc. 
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REVIEW OF ETYMbLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT 

1. notus 

2. summus 

3. corrigo 

4. vetus 

5. senex 

6. genesis 

7. logos 

8. in- 


MEANING 
known 
highest 
to correct, set 
straight 
old 
old 

birth, origin 
science, study 
negative prefo 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORr 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. notoriety 

2. to consumatc (v.) 

3. consummacy 

4. consummation 

5. incorrigibility 

6. inveteracy 

7. veteran 

8. genetics 

9. geneticist 

10. genetic 

11. gene 

12. genealogy 

13. genealogist 

14. genealogical 

15. genital 

16. genesis 

17. hereditary 


n6-to-RI'-o-tee 

KON'-so-mayt' 

kpn-SUM'-a-see 

kon-so-MAY'-shon 

in-kawri-o-jo-BIL'-o-lee 

in-VET'-o-ro-see 

VEr-a-ron 

ja-NET-iks 

ja-NET-3-sist 

jo-NET'-ik 

JEEN 

jec'-nee-AL'-o-jec 

jec'-nec-AL'-o-jist 

jec'-nec-a-LOJ'-o-kol 

JEN'-o-tol 

JEN'-wis 

ha-RED'-a-tairi-ee 
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Con you work with the words? 

1. notoriety 

2. to consummate (v.) 

3. consummacy 

4. incorrigibility 

5. inveteracy 

6. genetics 

7. genealogy 


8. genital 


9. genesis 

10. hereditary 

11. gene 


a. state of artistic height 

b. state of being long established 
in a habit 

c. beginning, origin 

d. science of heredity 

e. bring to completion; top off 

f. study of ancestry 

g. referring to characteristics 
passed on to offspring by par- 
ents 

h. referring to reproduction, or 
to the reproductive or sexual 
organs 

i. ill fame 

j. particle that transmits hered- 
itary characteristics 

k. state of being beyond reform 
or correction 


KEY; 1-i, 2-e, 3-a. 4-k, 5-b, 6-d, 7-f, 8-h, 9-c, lO-g, 1 1-j 


Do you understand the words? 


1 . Does notoriety usually come to 

YES 

NO 

perpetrators of mass murders? 

2. Is the product of a consummately 

YES 

NO 

skillful counterfeiter likely to be taken 
as genuine? 



3. Is incot rigibility in a criminal a sign 

YES 

NO 

that rehabilitation is possible? 

4. Is a geneticist, interested In your 

YES 

NO 

parents’ characteristics? 

5. Does inveteracy suggest that a habit is 

YES 

NO 


new? 



6. Whenyoacoft5iimmafeadeal,doyoo 
back out of it? 

7. Is a veteran actress long experienced at 
her art? 

8. Do ge/ies determine heredity? 

9. Is a geiteo/ogisr interested in your 
family origins? 

10. Are the gemtnl organs used in 
reproduction? 

11. Is the genesfr of something the final 
point? 

12. Are Aereditofy characteristics derived 
from parents? 


YB8 NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 


GEY: 1-yes, 2-ycs, 3-4io, 4-ycs, 5-no, 6-no, 7-yes, . 8-ycs, 
9-yes, 10-yes, ll-no, 12-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. sexual; reproductive 

1. a 

2. to complete 

2. a 

3. wide and unfavorable 

3. N- 

reputation 


4. particle in the chromosome of 

4. G- 

a cell that transmits a 


characteristic from parent to 


offspring 


5. completion 

5. a 

6. inability to be reformed 

6. L 

7. the science that deals with the 

7. G_ 

transmission of characteristics 


from parents to children 


8. referring to a quality or 

8. H. 

characteristic that is inherited 


ladn 


9. beginning or origin 

9- O. 
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10. student of family roots or 10. G. 

origins 

11. height of skill or artistry 11. C 

or C 

12. transmitted by heredity 12. 

13. quality of a habit that has been 

established over many years or L. 

14. a person long experienced at a 14. .V. 
profession, art, or business 

15. pertaining to a study of family 15. G. 
origins (adj.) 


KEY: 1 -genital, 2-consummate, 3-notoriety, 4-gene, 5-consum- 
mation, 6-incorrigibility, 7-genetics, 8-hereditary, 9-gen- 
esis, 10-genealogist, 1 l-consummacy or consunimateness, 
12-genetic, 1.3-inveteracy or inveterateness, 14-veteran, 
15-geaealogicaI 


(End of Session 15) 


SESSION 16 

ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . of time and place 

A chronic liar lies constantly, again and again and again; a 
chronic invalid is 'ill time after time, frequently, repeatedly. The 
derivation of the word is Greek chronos, time. The noun form is 
chronicity (kra-NIS'-a-tce). 

An anachronism (o-NAK'-ro-niz-om) is someone or something 
out of time, out of date, belonging to a ditferent era, cither earlier 
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or Iftteri. ClUe prefix oiM- .fiKo 0 ^ It IM xdiecfivo ft 

anaetmnous < 9 -NAK'-n»-iM> 

tik). 

Wander along t^irqNyndi si^ ana usmrai parx in Minomn 
some Sunday. You will see iMseHirawn carriages with tx^)4iatted 
coachmmi — a vestige o€ the iSOOs. Surrounded by twentiedwoen- 
tury motorcars and modem skyscrapers, these romantic vdiides 
of a bygone era are anachronous. 

Read a novel in which a scene Is 8ui^)osedIy taking place in the 
nineteenth century and see one of the diaracters tnmin^ cm a TV 
set. An anachronism/ 

Your friend talks, thinks, dresses,, and acts as if he were living 
in the time of Shakespeare. Another anachronism/ 

Science fiction is deliberately anachronous — ^It deals with phe- 
nomena, gadgetiy, accomplidiments far off (posdbly) in the fu- 
ture. 

An anachronism Is out ^ something^t of place Is htcon- 
^ruous (in-KOHO^-^iA-es), a word combining the negative 
prefix in-, the prefix con-, with or together, ai^ a Latin verb 
meaning to agree or correspond. 

Thus, it is incongruous to wear a sweater and slacks to a formal 
wedding; it is anachronous to wear the wasp waist, coniq>icuoos 
bustle, or powdered wig of die eighteenth century. The noun form 
of incongruous Is incongruity (in-kong-ORCRZ-o-tee) . 

Chronoloffod (kron-u-LOI'-o-kal), in correct dme order, 
comes from chronos. To tell a sloiy c/uronologicgdly is to relate die 
events in the tune order of their oocurrencew Chronology (km- 
NOL^-e-jee) is die sdence of dme cnder and the accurate dating 
of events {logos, science) — ^the mcpert in this field is a chronoi- 
ogisi (kre-NOL'-o-ji^)— ^ a list of events in the dme order in 
which they have occurred or will occur. 

A chronometer (kre-NOM'-n-tnr), combining (iironos with, irte^* 
ton, measurement, is a hi^ly accurate timeiHece» espedally. one 
used on ships. Chrwumetry (kra-NOM'-ghtree) is die mt^re^ 
mem of time— the adjective is dtronometric Oam'-e-MET-rik). 

Add the prefix syn-, together, |dus. die Varts' suffix -lee, to 
chrtmos, and you have oonstmeted s yndvonize (Sll^-fcini^^, 
etymologically to time legether, or to inoVe; jhi^p^', or ciniie'to 
happen, at the same time ok rate. If you and your 



nizie your welches, you set them at the same time. If you sy^hrc 
nize the acti^ty of your arms and leg$» as In swimming, you mov 
them at the same time or rate. The adjective is synchronou 
(SIN'-kra-nas); the noun form of the verb synchronize is syn 
chromzation (sin'-kra-na-ZAY'-shan). 


2. disease, suffering, feeling 

Pathological is diseased (a pathological condition) — this mean 
ing of the word ignores the root logos, science, study. 

Pathology (pa-THOL'-a-jee) is the science or study of discas 
— ^its nature, cause, cure, etc. However, another meaning of th 
noun ignores logos, and pathology may be any morbid, diseasec 
or abnormal physical condition or conditions; in short, simply dii 
ease, as in “This case involves so many kinds of pathology ths 
several different specialists are working on it.” 

A pathologist (pa-THOL'-a-jist) is an expert who examines ti* 
sue, often by autopsy or biopsy, to diagnose disease and interpn 
the abnormalities in such tissue that may be caused by specific dii 
eases. 

Pathos occurs in some English words with the additional meni 
ing of feeling. If you Jfeel or suffer with someone, you are sympi 
thetic (sini-pa-THET'-flc) — sym- is a respclling before the letter 
of the Greek prefix syn-, with or together. The noun is sympatl 
(SIM'-pa-thee), the verb sympathize (SIM'-pa-thlz). Husband 
for example, so the story goes, may have sympathetic labor paii 
when their wives are about to deliver. 

The prefix anti-, you will recall, means against. If you cxpei 
ence antipathy (an-TIP'-a-thee) to people or things, you fe 
against them — you feel strong dislike or hostility. The adjective 
antipathetic (an'-ta-pa-THET'-ik), as in “an antipathetic rea' 
tion to an authority figure.” 

But you may have no feeling at all — ^just indifference, lack < 
any interest, emotion, or response, complete listlessness, especial 
vhen some reaction is normal or expected. Then you are apathei 
’,ap-a-THET'-ik); a-, as you know, is a negative prefix. The noi 
s apathy (AF-a-thee), as in voter apathy, student apathy, etc. 



On the other hand, you may be so sendtive or perceptive that 
you not only share the feelings of another^ but you also identify 
with those feelings, in fact e3q>erience tiiem yourself as if momen- 
tarily you were that other person. What you have, then, is em- 
pathy (EM'-pa-thee); you empoMze (£M^-pa-th!^), you are 
empathetic (em-pd-TH£T^-ik), or, to use an alternate adjective, 
empathic (em-PATH'-ik). Em- is a respelling before the letter p 
of the Greek prefix en-, in. 

Someone is pathetic (po-THET^-ik) who is obviously suffering 
— such a person may arouse sympaAy or pity (or perhaps an- 
tipathy?) in you. A pathetic story is about suffering and, again, is' 
likely to arouse sadness, sorrow, or pity. 

Some interesting research was done many years ago by Dr. J. B. 
Rhine and his associates at Duke University on extrasensory per- 
ception; you will find an interesting account of Rhine*s work in his 
book The Reach of the Mind. What makes it possible for two peo- 
ple separated by miles of space to communicate with each other 
without recourse to messenger, telephone, telegraph, or postal 
service? It can be done, say the believers in telepathy (to-LEF-o- 
thee), also called mental telepathy , though they do not yet admit 
to knovring how. How can one person read the mind of another? 
Simple — by being telepathic (tcl-o-PATH'-ik), but no one can 
xplain the chemistry or biology of it. Telepathy Is built by com- 
bining pathos^ feeling, with the prefix tele-, distance, the same 
prefix we found in telephone, telegraph, telescope. 

Telepathic (tel-^PATH'-ik) communication occurs when peo- 
ple can feel each other's thou^ts from a distance, when they have 
ESP. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

MEANING 

ENGLISH WORD 

1. chronos 

time 


2. ana-, a- 

negative prefix 


3. con- 

with, together 
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4. &i- 

5. k^o$ 

6. metron 

?• syn-,sym^ 
8k •4z€ 

9. pathos 

lOk Wiii- 

11 . en-pcm^ 

12 . iele-^ 


flega^firefix 
fctence, stud^ 
measurement 
with, together 
verb suffix 
disease, suffering, 
feeling 
against 
In 

distance 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. dvrorucity 

2. anachronism 

3. anachronous 

4. anachronistic 

5. incongruous 

6. incongruity 

7. chronological 

8. chronology 

9. chranologist 

10. chronometer 

11. chronometry 

12. chronometric 

13. synchronize 

14. synchronization 

15. synchronous 


kro-NIS'-o-tee 

d-NAK'-ra-niz-am 

a-NAK'-ra-nas 

a-nak'-ra-NIS'-tik 

in-KONG'-grOD-as 

in'-kang-GRtJO'-a-tee 

kron'-a-LOJ'-a-kal 

kra-NOL'-a-jce 

kra-NOL'-a-jist 

kra-NOM'-a-tar 

kra-NOM'-a-trce 

kron'-a-MET'-rik 

SIN'-kra-nlz' 

sin'-kra-na-ZAY'-shac 

SlN'-kra«nas 


Con you pronounce the words? Cll) 


1. pathology 

2. pathologist 
sympathy 


pa-THOL'-a-jce 

pa-THOL'-a-jist 

SIM'-pa4hee 



4. sympt^ietie 

5. sympathize 

6. antipathy 

7. antipathetic 

8. apathy 

9. apathetic 

0. empathy 

1. empathize 

2. empathetic 

3. empathic 

4. pathetic 

5. telepathy 

6. telepathic 


sishpo-THEr^: 

ai^TIF-9^ee 

aii^-t»1)a-THEr-ik 

AF-9-thee 

ap-9-THElV-ik 

EM^-pd-diee 

em-pd-THEP-ik 

em-PATH'-ik 

pa-THEP-ik 

^UBP-a-thec 

tel'-a-PATH'-ik 


Can you work with the words? (I) 

1. chronichy 

2. anachronism 

3. incongruity 

4. chronology 

5. chronometer 

6. chronometry 

7. synchronization 

8. pathology 

9. sympathy 

10. telepathy 


a. something* or state of being** 
out of place 

b. timepiece; device that meas- 
ures time very accurately 

c. condition of continual or re- 
peated recurrence 

d. act of occurring* or of caus- 
ing to occur* at the same time 

e. calendar of events in order 
of occurrence 

f. something* or someone* out 
of time 

g. measuremdht of time 

h. a sharing or understanding 
of another’s feeling 

i. ESP; communicatioa froih a 
distance 

J, disease; study of disease 


KEY: 1-c, 3-a. 4-e* ^ 6-g, 7-d* 9-h, 10-4 
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Can you work with fhe words? (II) 

1. pathologist 

2. antipathy 

3. apathy 

4. empathy 

5. synchronize 

6. empathize 

7. anachronous 

8. incongruous 

9. synchronous 

10. pathetic 

11. telepathic 


a. identification with another's 
feelings 

b. share another's feelings so 
strongly as to experience 
those feelings oneself 

c. out of time 

d. one who examines tissue to 
diagnose disease 

e. occurring at the same time 
or rate 

f. relating to extrasensory per- 
ception 

g. suffering; arousing sympathy 
or pity 

h. lack of feeling; non-respon- 
siveness 

i. out of place 

j. happen, or cause to happen, 
at the same time or rate 

k. hostility; strong dislike 


KEY: 1-4 2-k, 3-h, 4-a, 5-j, 6-b, 7-c, 84 9-c, 10-g, 1 1-f 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Are these dates in chroifo/og/ca/ order? 

YBS 

NO 

1492, 1941, 1586 

2. Is pathology the study of healthy tissue? 

YES 

NO 

3. ts telepathic communication carried on 

YES 

NO 

by telephone? 

4. Does a 5ympa//ia//c response show an 

YES 

NO 

understanding of another's feelings? 

5. Is one antipathetic to things, ideas, or 

YES 

NO 

people one finds agreeable? 

6. Do apathetic people react strongly? 

YES 

NO 
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7. Doei an empathic response show 
identification with the feelings of 
another? 

YES 

HO 

8. Is a swimsuit /ncongrnous attire at a 
formal ceremony? 

YES 

MO 

9. Is an anachronistic attitude up to date? 

YES 

NO 

10. Are synchronous movements out of 
time with one another? 

YES 

NO 

KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-no, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-«o, 7-yes, 8-yes, IMio^ 


10~no 


Ian you recall the words? 


1. in order of time 

1. C. 

2. out of place 

2. I- 

3., 4. out of time (two forms) 

3. A- 


4. A- 

5. something, or state of being. 

5. L 

out of place 


6. lack of feeling 

6. A- 

7. measurer of time 

7. CL 

8. study of disease 

8, P- 

9. feeling of hostility or dislike 

9. A- 

10. to occur, or cause CO occur, at 

10. S.- 

the same time or rate 


11. evoking sorrow or pity 

11. P- 

12. something out of time 

12. A- 

13. state of recurring again and 

13. CL 

again 


14 extransensory perception 

14. T- 

5. one who examine tissue to 

15. P-. 

diagnose disease 


6. identification with the feelings 

•16, R- 

of another 


7. happening at the same time or 

17. SL. 


rate iadU) 
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18 . T. 


18. ^ tkXSHULnt dMMigiit tratisfmiice 
"^withcmt mnocy ooBimiinieatioa 

19. cateodar of events in time 19. C 

sequence 

20. referring to the measurement 20. C 
of time (nd/.) 


KEY; l-ohronolo^tealy 2-incongnious, 3, 4-anachionous, anadi 
ionistic» 5-4no(mgniity* 6-^patiliy» 7*chioiioineter, 8-pa 
thology, 9-antlpathy, lO-synchronize, 11-pathetk 
12-anacfaroni8m, 13-diionicity, 14-telepatfay» IS-ps 
thc^ogist, 16-empathy, 17-^Dcbronous, 18-telqpathic 
19-ciironolQgy, 2d-chrOTometric 


(End of Session 16) 


SESSION 17 

ORIGINS AND RBATED WORDS 


1. kfiowina 

Psychopaths commit antisodal and unconscionable acts^he 
are not troubled by conscience, guilt, remorse, etc. over what the 
have done. 

Unconscionable and conscience are related in derivation — th 
first word from Latin sdo, to know, the second from Lada scien. 
knowing, and both using the prefix con*, with, together. 

Etymolo^aUy, then, your conscience Is your knowledige ¥dth 
moral sense of right and wrong; If you are unconsdonabie, yoi 
oonsctenoe is not (un-) working, or you have no cons d e no e. Tl 
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noun fomt is wwxmseion^tenesa Cfi uineonsckm^^ty (oa4G0iif* 

Coffsc&Hif , also from con- ^is is knowledge or aww^onesa 
of quoY emotions cnr sensations^ or of what* $ happening aroand 
one., 

Mence, from sciens, is eternalized kmowledge as opposed, for 
example^ to belief, foitt, intuition, or guesswork. 

Add Latin muds, all, to sdens, to construct omniscient (ont- 
Nl^T-^), all-knowing, possess^ of infinite knowledge. The 
nounf is omniscience (om^NlSH'-ons). 

Add the prefix pre-, before, to sciens, to construct prescLmt 
(PREE'-shont) — knowing about events before they occur, i.e^, 
psychic, or possessed of unusual powers of prediction. The noun 
is prescience (PREE'-^ans). 

And, finally, add the negative prefix nc- to sciens to produce 
nescient (NESH'-ant), not knowing, or ignorant. Can you, 
analogy with the previous two words, write the noun form of nes- 
dent? — - — . (Can you pronounce it?) 


2 . fool some of the people • • • 

Glib is from an old English root that means slippery^ Glib liars 
or glib talkers are smooth and slippery; they have ready answers, 
fluent tongues, a persuasive air — tot, such is the unification of 
the word, they fool only the most nesdent, for their smoothness 
lacks sincerity and convi^on. 

The noun is glibness. 


3. herds and flocks 

Egregious (remember the pronunciation? o-GREE'-jas) is from 
Latin grex, gregis, herd or flock. An egregious lie, act, crime, mis- 
take, etc. is so exceptionally vicious dial it consjdcuoudy stands 
out (e-, a shortened form of the pr^ out) from the herd or 
flock of other bad things. 

The noun is egregiousness (a-GREB'-jas-nas). 

A person who enjoys compsniondiip, who, etymologically, Iflm 
to be with the herd, who remiies out toe friends and is hiqppiest 
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when surrounded by people-— such a person is gregarious (gro- 
GAIR-ee-as). 

Bxtroverts are of course gregarious — ^they prefer human con 
tact, conversation, laughter, interrelationships, to solitude. 

The suffix -ness, as you know, can be added to an adjective tr 
construct a noun form. Write the noun for gregarious 

Add the prefix con-, with, together, to grex, gregis, to get th< 
verb congregate (KONG'-gro-gayt'); add the prefix se-, apart, u 
build the verb segregate (SEG'-ro-gayt'); add the prefix ad-, to 
toward {ad- changes to ag- before a root starting with g-), to con 
struct the verb aggregate (AG-ra-gayt'). 

Let's see what we have. When people gather together in a hen 

or flock, they (write the verb) 

The noun is congregation (cong'-gra-GAY'-shan), one of th< 
meanings of which is a religious “flock." 

Put people or things apart from the herd, and you (write thi 

verb) them. Can you construe 

the noun by adding the suitable noun suffix' 

Bring individual items to or toward the herd or flock, and yoi 

(write the verb) them. What i\ 

the noun form of this^ijrb? . . - . 

The verb aggregate also means to come together to or towan 
the herd, that is, to gather into a mass or whole, or by extension 
to total or amount to. So aggregate, another noun form, pro 
nounced ACK-ra-gat, is a group or mass of individuals considere< 
as a whole, a herd, or a flock, as in the phrase “people in thi 
aggregate . . .** 


(TEVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 

PREFIX, ROOT, 

SUFFOC 

1. grex, gregis 

2. e-,ex- 

171 . 


MEANING ENGLISH WORD 

herd, flock 
out 



3. •ness 

4. con* 

5. ad; Qg- 

6. un* 

7. scio 

8. sciens 

9. omnis 

10. pre* 

11. fie- 

12. 56 - 

13. -ion 


USING THE WORDS 


noun suffix 
with, together 
to, toward 
negative prefix 
to know 
knowing 
all 

before 

negative prefix 
apart 

noun suffix added 
to verbs 


Can you pronounce the words? 

1. unconscionahility 

2. omniscient 

3. omniscience 

4. prescient 

5. prescience 

6. nescient 

7. nescience 

8. glibness 

9. egregiousness 

10. gregarious 

11. gregariousness 

12. congregate 
13 congregation 

14. segregate 

15. segregation 

16. aggregate (v.) 

17. aggregate (n.) 

18. aggregation 


un-kon'-shd-na-BIL'-o-tce 

om-NISH'-ant 

om-NISH'-ans 

PREE'-shant 

PREE'-shans 

NESH'-ant 

NESH'-ans 

GLIB'-nas 

a-GREE'-jas-nas 

gra-GAIR'-ee-as 

gra-GAIR'-cc-as-nas 

KONG'-gra-gayt' 

kong'-gra-GAY'-shan 

SEG'-ra-gaytf 

seg'-ra-GAY'-shan 

AG'-ra-gayt 

AG'-ra-gat 

ag'-ra-GAY-shan 



CfHi you ¥^ofk ¥flHi tho words? 

1. imocmscionability 

2. omnisdence 

3« presdence 

4. nescience 

5. glibness 

6. egregiousness 

7. gr^ariousness 

8. congregation 

9. segregation 

10. aggregate (n.) 


a. Ignorance 

b. outstanding badness or 
ciousness 

c. religious group; a mass] 
together 

d. total; mass; whole 

e. exclusion from the herd; 
setting apart 

f. infinite Imowledge 

g. fdendliness; enjoyment of 
mixing with people 

h. lack of conscience 

i. suspiciously smooth fluenci 

j. foreknowledge 


KEY: 1-b, 2-f. 3-j, 4-a, 5-i, 6-b, 7-g, 8^:, 9-«. 10-d 


Do you understand the' words? 


1. Is UficorLfcronuhiVity one of the signs of yes 

the psychopath? 

2. Can anyone be truly omniscient? yes 

3. Does a prescient fear indicate some yes 

knowledge of the future? 

4. Is /fcsc/e/ice a result of learning? yes 

5. Does make someone sound yes 

sincere and trustworthy? 

6. Is egregiousnesj an admirable quality? yes 

7. Do gregarious people enjoy parties? YES 

8. Do spectators congregate at sports yes 

tvenXsl 

9. Do we often segregate hardened YES 

criminals from the rest of society? 


1 



0. proMefflsBWhole tbs ho 

mass of problems? 


CEY: l-yes, 2-«o>3-^es, 4-no, S-^o, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-yes,' 9-9e^ 
10-yes 


^an ypu recall the words? 


1. enjoying groups and 

1. 0. 

companionship 


2. ignorant 

2. R 

3. state of nor being held back 

3. U- 

from antisocial behavior by 

or a 

one's conscience 


4. having knowledge of an event 

4. P- 

before it occurs (od/.) 


5. a religious *‘flock*’ 

5. C 

6. a total, whole, or mass 

6. A. 


or A 

7. to separate from the rest 

7. S- 

8. suspiciously smooth fluency 

8. G. 

9. all-knowing (od/.) 

9. a 

0. to come together into a group 

10. CL 


or mass 


/ 


CEY: 1-gregarious, 2-nescient, 3-unconscionability or uncon- 
scionableness, 4-piescient, 5-congregation, 6-aggrega(e or 
aggregation, 7-segTegate, 8-glibness, 9-oniniscient, lO-con- 
gregate 


:hapter review 

V. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Highly skilled: 

(a) consummate, (b) inveterate, (c) notorious 
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2. Beyond reform: 

(a) inveterate^ (b) incorrigible, (c) glib 

3. Dating from birth: 

(a) inveterate, (b) congenital, (c) psychopathic 

4. Outstandingly bad: 

(a) egregious, (b) unconscionable, (c) chronic 

5 . Science of heredity: 

(a) pathology, (b) genetics, (c) orthopedics 

6. Out of time: 

(a) incongruous, (b) anachronoiis, (c) synchronous 

7. Study of disease: 

(a) pathology, (b) telepathy, (c) antipathy 

8. Fond of company, friends, group activities, etc.; 

(a) apathetic, (b) gicganou?, (c) chronologicul 

9. Indifferent: 

(a) antipathetic, (b) pathetic, (c) apathetic 

10. Long accustomed in habit: 

(a) incorrigible, (b) notorious, (c) inveterate 

11. Study of family ancestry: 

(a) genealogy, (b) genetics, (c) genesis 

12. To complete, finish, top off: 

(a) synchronize, (b) consummate, (o) empathize 

13. Accurate timepiece: 

(a) anachronism, (b) chronology, (c) chronometer 

14. Identification with the feelings of another: 

(a) sympathy, (b) apathy, (c) empathy 

15. Thought transference; extrasensory perception: 

(a) telepathy, (b) empathy, (c) omniscience 

16. Ignorance; 

(a) omniscience, (b) prescience, (c) nescience 

17. To gather into a group: 

(a) congregate, (b) segregate, (c) synchronize 


KEY: 1-a. 2-b, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-b, 7-a, 8-b, 9-c, 10-c, 11 
IZ-b, 13-c, 14-c, 15-a, l«-c, 17-a 



B Can you rocognize roots? 


ROOT MEAKTNO EXAMPLE 

1. not US notorious 

2 summus summit 

3 conigo incorrigible 

4 vetus veteran 

5 senex <tenile 

6 genesis congenital 

7 logos genealogy 

& ( hronos chronic 

9 nutron chronometer 

10 pathos pathology 

pathetic 

empathy 

•1 'cgis gregarious 

P M unconscionable 

prescience 

’ * ^ mnis — - — omniscient 


^LY l-known, 2 -highest, 3~io ccrrect, set straight, 4-old, 
^-old, 6 birth, 7“fcience, study, 8-time, 9-nieasurement, 
10 -disease, ring, feeling, 11 -herd flock, 12-lo know, 
13 -Knowing, 14-dU 


ASFR QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1 ‘She was one of nianv notables who attended the convea- 
1 ’ / ng that the italicized wwd is built on the root 

'I N. 1 '’P you define ihi noun notable in the context of known^ 


♦1en\t ^rom tbt s.> oe root Can voa define 
the ^<»nicxt of known^ Notih 
- . nc* 
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What do yon anpoae tihe vstb mffix of notify means? (Thu^ 

elso of sin^Utyp ckofify, Bquefy^ etc.) .. - 

3. You axe fandliat Hath the roots dironos and graphdn. Sup 
pose you cmne acxoss the word chronograph in your reading. Cai 
you make an educated guess as to the meaning? . ■ ■ 


4. Recognizing the root genesis in the verb generate, ho\ 
would you define the word? , „ ■■ 


How about regenerate? 


What do you suppose the prefix re- means? 


5. Recognizing the root omnis in omnipotent and omnipreseni 
can you define the words? 

Omnipotent: 

Omnipresent: 

Recalling how we formed a noun from the adjective omniscien 
write the noun forms oU 

Omnipotent: - - 

Onmipresent: 

6. Ihink of the negative prefix In anachronism: think next c 

the noun aphrodisiac. Can you construct a word for that which n 
duces or eliminates sexual desire? 

^Answers in Chapter 18) 


FOUR LASTING BENEFITS 

You know by now that it is easy to build your vocabulary if yoi 
work diligently and Intelligently. Diligence is important— to com 
to the book occasionally is to leam new words and ideas in a 



aimlMts ntfier tlMin in ttm contltiuoiiii way Hurt chatw* 

teflM Hie mtuna, uitiiiteniif»te<i»'‘ Itndlectitid giowHi cH a diikh 
(Yott will vecaH that chBdien ate top eaperta in incfeaaing tfaetir 
vocabularies.) And an intelligent approach is cru c ia l — n ew wonli 
can be completely understood and permanently remembered oidg 
as symbols ol vital ideas, never if memorized in long lists of lacK 
lated forms. 

If you have worked diligently and intelligently, you have done 
much more than merely learned a few hundred new words. Actn<» 
ally, I needn't t^ you what else you've accomplidied, sinoe» if yon 
really have accomplished It, you can fee] it for yourself; but it may 
be useful if I verbalize the feelings you may have. 

In addition to learning the meanings, pronunciation, back- 
ground, and use of 300-350 valuable words, you have: 

1. Begun to sense a change in your intellectual atmospherm, 
(You have begun to do your thinking with many of the wends, 
with many of the ideas behind the words. You have begun to use 
the words in your speech and writing, and have become alert ie 
their appearance in your reading.) 

2. Begun to develop a new interest in words as expressions of 
ideas. 

3. Begun to be aware of the new words you hear and that you 
see in your reading, 

4. Begun to gain a new feeling ftrr Bie relationsbip betwem 
words, (For you realiase that many words are built on roots tom 
other languages and are related to other words wbiob derive tom 
the same roots.) 

Now, suppose we pause to see how suocessfid your learning baa 
been. 

In the next chapter, I oiler you a comprehensive test on the tat 
part of your work. 


iEnd of 5esstoi 17) 
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8 


HOW TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 

Comprehensive Test / 


SESSION 18 


If you have worked diligently thus far» you have: 

1. Become acquainted, or perhaps reacquainted, with appioxi- 
mately 300-350 expressive words — 

2. Learned scores of important Latin and Greek prefixes, roots, 
and suffixes — 

3. Set up valuable habits of self-discipline and self-directed 
learning — 

4. Explored your attitudes toward grammar and current ucage, 
meanwhile erasing any confusion you may once have ftU 
about specific problems of correctness in your use of 
words — 

5. And, finally, taken good, long steps toward your ultimate 
goal, namely, the development of a better, richer, more 
expressive— 4n short, superior — vocabulary. 

Here is your chance both to review and to check your learning. 
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(Bear in mind that without careful and periodic review, a 
significant amount of learning is lost.) 

Methods of scoring your achievement on this test, and the 
meamng of your rc^suUs, will be explained at the end of the chap- 


» e«>mf!!logy 

BOOT MF\MNC. 

w/w»m 

' pamos 

cvne 



I orthos 

p sy che 

‘ neuron 

» lo^ios 

' 6/Oi 

opsts, opukos 

’ fl/gOA 

> agosos 

^ pedis 

> paidos {ped-) l 

> demos 

^ oculus 

8 latreia 

9 metron 

0 geras 

1 soma 

pathos 

odontos 

powA, podos 

cheir (chiro-) 


EXAMPLE 

e>’oism 

misanthrope 

bigamy 

gynecology 

dermatology 

orthodontia 

psychotic 

neurology 

biology 

biopsy 

autopsy, optical 

neuralgia 

demagogue 

pedestrian 

pediatrician 

democracy 

oculist 

podiatrist 

optometrist 

geriatrics 

psychosomatic 

osteopath 

exodontist 

octopus, podium 

chirography 
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MEANINO 


II mof% etymology 
ROOT 

1. grapheln 

2. kdlos 

3. pygfi 

4. kakos 

5. setux 

6. anthropos 

7. astron 

8. nautes 

9. ge (ie<h) 

10. zoion 

11. lingua 

12. philein 

13. biblian 

14. autos 

15. socius ^ 

16. notus 

17. sunmus 

18. vetus 

19. genesis 

20. chronos 

21. pathos 

22. grex,gregfs 

23. sdens 

24. omncr 

25. nomas 


EXAMPLE 

graphology 

calligrapher 

callipygiaa 

cacophony 

senescent 

anthropology 

astronomy 

astronaut 

geology 

zodiac 

bilingual 

Philadelphia 

bibliophile 

autonomous 

asocial 

notorious 

consummate 

inveterate 

congenital 

chronic 

empathy 

egregious 

prescient 

omniscient 

metronome 


III same or opposite? 


1. egoistic*— altruistic 5 0 

2. misanthropic-philanthropic 5 0 

3. misogimous-^)olygamous S 0 

4. dexterous— ekUlful S 0, 

5. sinister— threatening S 0 

6. optical— ^visual S 0 


7. notoriont Infamous 5 0\ 
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8. oonsimiinafe (odf/O^^nskUled 

9. chronic — acute 

10. gUb— halting 

11. ophthalmologisl-^-oculist 

12. geriatric— pediatric 

13. endodontist — exodontist 

14. calligraphy— cacography 

15. astronaut— cosmonaut 

16. biopsy — autopsy 

17. dichotomous— cut in two 

18. congenital — ^hereditary 

19. veteran — “old hand” 

20. anachronous — timely 


S O 

s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 

5 O 

s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 


IV matching 


1 

1. dislikes women 

2. is pathologically 
selKinterested 

3. studies the development 
of the human race 

4. is an expert on insects 

5. collects books 

6. mounts and stuffs animal 
skins 

7. is an eye doctor 

8. is a student of linguistics 

9. has “split off” from reality 

10. commits antisocial acts 

without guilt or pangs of 
conscience 


a. entomologist 

b. taxidermist 

c. egomaniac 

d. bibliophile 

e. ophthalmologist 

f . psychc^th 

g. philologist 

h. anthropologist 
I. psychotic 

j. misogynist 


V more matching 

1. delivers babies a. pediatridmi 

2. treats female ailments b. caidkrfogirt 
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treiMs infonts c. psychiatrist 

* 4. treats skin diseases d. podiatrist 

5. treats skeletal deformities e. dermatologist 

6* is a heart specialist f. periodontist 

7. treats mental or emotional g. obstetrician 
disturbances 

8. treats disorders of the h. neurologist 
nervous system 

9. treats minor ailments of i. orthopedist 
the feet 

10. treats ailments of the j. gynecologist 

gums 


VI recoil o word 


1, ruthless; without conscience 

1. U 

2. suspiciously fluent or smooth 

2. G 

3. outstandingly bad; vicious 

3. E 

4. out of place 

4. I 

5. study of the family tree; 

5. G- 

specialty of tracing ancestry 


6. science of heredity 

6. G 

7. in correct order of time 

7. C 

8. socially awkward 

8. G 

9. record of heart action 

9. C 

10. equally skillful with both the 

10. A 

right and left hand 


11. social scientist who deals with 

11. G 

the problems of aging 


12. extrasensory perception 

12. T 

13. branch of dentistry specializing 

13. P 

in (he care of children's teeth 


14. blood-pressure apparatus 

14. S 

15. growing old (od/.) 

15. S 

16. palm reader ^ 

16. C 

17. that whinb arouses sexual 

17. A 

desire 


18. representation of the whole 

18. E 

19. diseased; pertaining to the 

19. P 


study of disease (od/.) 


186 



20. measimnent of tlftie SIO. CL 

21. lK>stiltty; strong dislil^ 2ti, A., 

aversion 

22. to occur, or cause to occur, at 22. SL. 
the same time or rate 

23. ignorant 23. N-^ 

24 knowledge of an occurrence ( 24. P-. 

beforehand ^ 

25. enjoying being with the herd; 25. G. 
liking companionship 

26 to identify strongly with the 26. £— 

feelings of another 

27 instrument to measure 27. B— 

atmospheric pressure 

28 to separate from the herd 28. Su.. 

29 possessed of shapely buttocks 29. CL. 

30 ugly, illegible handwriting 30. CL 


KEY* A correct answer counts one point Score your points for 
each part of the test, then add for a totri. 


I 

1~I, self, 2-to hate, 3-fiiarnage, d^-woman, 5-ddn, ^-aCiaVtly 
correct, 7-miad, sold, q>irit B-«erve^ 9-5cieiice» at^, 
ll-view, sight vision, 12-pein, IS^eading, 14-4D0t 15-49iild, 
16>peop1e, 17-eye, 18-medical healing, 19-iaeasnfeiiient 
age, 21-b^y, 22-diseasc^ 23-lootli, 24-4oot 25-haid 

Yonrame: - 


II 

1-to write, 2-beaiity, SLbvttocIt d-barah^ niAf* 5-^, 
6-mankmd, 7-8tar, ^nearili, KHknimal, ll-ttmgna, 

12-to love, 13-book, 14-sei( IS^mtpaaloii, Id-knowa, 17-highf^ 
est, 18-old. 19-buth 20-tii!ie» 21-feefiiig, 

22-herd, flock, 23-kiiowii^ M-alli 2S-law, order, aimfeiiieiit 

"YtMcmnat , 


W 



m 

1-0. 20, 30. 4-S. 50. 6-S. 70. »0. 90. lOO. IIO. 
120. 130. 140. 150. 150. 170. 180. 190. 200 

YMTBCOm - 

IV 

H>2h:. 30. 4-4^50, 50. 7-e.8-«,9-i. lO-f 

Yoursooie: 

V 

l-fc2-j,3-«.4-e.5-4.60.7-c.80.9-d, 104 

Your score: 


VI 

l-uaoonsdonable. 2-^ib. 3-^regious. 4-incongruoii$> 5-geneal- 
ogy. O-genetics. 7-chranological. 8-gauche. 9-<»rdiogram. 
10-ambidextcDus. 11-gerontologist. 12-telepathy. 13-pedo- 
dontia. 14-sphygmomanoineter. 15-senescent. 16-chiioinancer. 
n-aphrodisiac. IS-epitome. 19-patholpgical. 20-chronoinetry. 
21-antipathy. 22-synchroiuze. 23-nescient. 24-p]:escience. 
25-giegarioiis. 25-empathize. 27-barometer. 28-$egregate, 
29-callipygian, 30-cacography 


Yoursooie: 


Your total sGoie: 

SIgnifkonce of Your Total Score: 

100-120: Masterly work; you are ready to move right along. 

80- 99: Good work; this review was nsefid to you. 

55- 79: Average work; you*ie getting a good deal ont of your 
study, but periiaps you should review thoroughly 
after each smsion. 

50- 54: Bardy acceptable; work harder. 

35- 49: Poor; further review Is suggested before you go on. 

0- 34: You can do much better if you really try; continue with 
finner resolve and more determination. 
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PART TWO 


GAINING INCREASED 
MOMENTUM 




9 


HOW TO TALK 
ABOUT ACTIONS 

(Sessions 19-23) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

Whof verb meons to: 

• belittle? 

• be purposely confusing? 

• tickle someone's fancy? 

• flatter fulsomely? 

• prohibit some food or activity? 

• make unnecessary? 

• work against? 

• spread slander? 

• give implicit forgiveness for a misdeed? 

• change hostility to friendliness? 
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SESSION 19 


Verbs are incalculably useful to you. 

Every sentence you thuik, say, read, or write contains an \m- 
plied or expressed verb, for it is the verb that carries the action, 
the movement, the force of your Ideas. 

As a young child, you usc^ verbs fairly early. 

Your first words, of course, were probably nouns, as you iden- 
tified the things or people around you. 

Mama, Dada, doll, baby, bottle, etc. perhaps were the first 
standard syllables you uttered, for naming concrete things or real 
persons is the initial step in the development of language. 

Soon there came the ability to express intangible ideas, and then 
you began to use simple verbs— go, stop, stay, want, eat, sleep, 
etc. 

As you gained maturity, your verbs expressed ideas of greater 
and greater complexity; as an adult you can describe the most in- 
volved actions in a few simple syllables — ^if you have a good store 
of useful verbs at your command 

The richer and more extensive your vocabulary of verbs, the 
more accurately and expressively you can communicate your un- 
derstanding of actions, reactions, attitudes, and emotions. 

Let’s be specific. 


IDEAS 


1. ploying it down 

Ready to go back thirty or more years? Consider some post- 
World War II American political history: 

Harry Truman couldn't win the 1948 election. The pollsters 
said so, the Republicans heartily agreed, even the Democrats, 
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some in liigih places^ believed It Nfr. Tniman faimsdf was peibaps 
the only eoCer in die conntiy who was not entiiely oonvinoed. 

Came the first Ihesday after the first Monday in November— 
well, if yon were one of diose who stayed up most of the nis^ lie* 
tening to the returns, and then kept your ear to the radio most of 
the next day, you recall how you reacted to the unique Tniman 
triumph. 

It was no mean accomplishment, thou^t many people. Pure ao» 
cident, said others. If one out of twelve voters in a few key states 
had changed his ballot, Harry could have gone back to selling ties, 
one Republican apolo^st pointed out It wasn't anything Truman 
did, said another; it was what Dewey didn't do. No credit to 
Truman, said a third; h was the farmers— or labor — or the Re- 
publicans who hadn't bothered to vote— or the ingenious mis- 
counting of ballots. No credit to Tniman, insisted a fourth; it was 
Wallace's candidacy — it was the Democrats — ^it was Republican 
overconfidence — ^It was sunspots — ^it was the Communists— it was 
the civil service workers who didn't want to lose their cushy Jobs 
— It was really Roosevelt who won the deetion. 

Anyway Harry didn't accomplish a thing— he was just a dctim 
of good fortune. 

What were the apologists for Dewey's failure doing? 

They were disparaging Truman's achieveineitt. 


2. playing It safe 

Willing to look at some more history of the late 1940s? 

Of course, Dewey did campaign, in his own way, for the presi- 
dency. As the Republican aspirant, he had to take a stand on the 
controversial Taft-Hartley Act. 

Was he for it? He was for that part of it which was good. Natu- 
rally, he was against any of the provisions which were bod. Was 
he for it? The answer was yes — and also no. Take whichevw an- 
swer you wanted most to hear. 

What was Dewey doing? 

He was equivocating. 

193 



3. enjoying the little things 

Have you ever gone through a book that was so good you ke 
bugging yourself mentally as you read? Have you ever seen a ph 
or motion picture that was so charming that you felt sheer delig 
as you watched? Or perhaps you have had a portion of pumpkl 
chiffon pie, light and airy and mildly flavored, and with a flak 
delicious crust, that was the last word in gusm tory en»oyment? 

Now notice the examples I have usedTlTiave not spoken < 
books that grip you emotionally, of plays and movies that kei 
you on the edge of your seat in suspense, or of food that satisfies 
ravenous hunger. These would offer quite a different, perha 
more lasting and memorable, type of enjoyment. I have detaile 
rather, mental or physical stimuli tliat excite enjoyably but not tc 
sharply — a delightful novel, a charming play, a delicious dessert. 

How do such things affect you? 

They titillate yo 


4. playing it way up 

You know how the teen-agers of an earlier generation adore 
idolized, and overwhels^d Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, the Be 
ties? 

And of course you know how certain people fall all over visitii 
celebrities — ^best-selling authors, much publicized arti.sts, or f 
mous entertainers. They show them ingraitiating, almost ^ryile £ 
tention, worship and flatter thenijulsaniely.* 

How do we say it in a single word? 

They adulate such celebrith 


5. occentuoHng the negative 

What docs the doctor say to you if you have low blood suga 
‘‘No candy, no pastries, no chocolate marshmallow cookies, no i 

* Fulsome (FOOL'-Sdm) does not mean, despite its appearance, fully 
complerefy, but rather, t>ffensive because of excesiiveness or insinceri 
often in reference to compliments, praise, admiration, or flattery. 
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creamt^y your luon^ dropping lower and lower as each favorite 
goody is ^aced on the forbidden list 
What, in one word, is the doctor doing? 

The doctor is proscribing harmful 
items in your diet 


6. occenfuatmg the offirmatlve 

You are warm, friendly, enthusiastic, outgoing, easy to please; 
you are quick to show appreciation, yet accept, without judgment 
or criticism, the human weaknesses of others. 

You are a fascinating talker, an even better listener. 

y'ou believe in, and practice, honest self-disclosure; you feel 
c omfortable with yourself and therefore with everyone else; and 
vcai have a passionate interest in experiencing, in hving, io relating 
id people. 

Need you have any fears about making friends? Obviously not 

Your characteristics and temperament 
obviate such fears. 


|7. playing it wrong 

Theodor Reik, in his penetrating book on psychoanalysis Lfs- 
tr ning with the Third Ear, talks about neurotic people who uncon- 
sciously wish to fail In business interviews they say exactly the 
wrong words, they do exaedy the wrong things, they soen^. intent 
{ns, unconsciously, they actually are) on insuring failure in every 
p( ssible way, though consciously they are doing their best to court 
'^nec-ess. 

What effect does such a neurotic tendency have? 

It militates against success. 


[8. playing ft dirty 

“Harry?” He^s a closet alcoholic. Maud? She*s sleeping around 

I ' and her stupid husband doesn’t suspect a thing. Bill? He*s em- 
bezzling from his own company. Paul? /Ie*s a child molester. 
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Sany? Yon don^ koow that 
What is this chaiactar dohilt? 

^i^ttfuiiigning eveqrom 


9. giving tha banefit of any doubt 

Do you think it's all ri^t to cheat on your income taxes? A 
least just a little? It's wrong, of course, but doesn*t everybody d 
it? 

How do you feel about marital infidelity? Are you inclined t 
overlook the occasional philandering of the male partner, since 
after all, to invent a clichd^. men are essentially polygamous by na 
tore? 

If your answers are in the afilrmative, how are you reacting t 
such legal or ethical faynsgress ions? 

You condone their 


10. changing hostility 

Unwittingly you have done something that has aroused ange 
and resentment in your best friend. You had no desire to hui 
him, yet he makes it obvious that he feels pretty bitter about th 
whole situation. (Perhaps you failed to invite him to a gatherin 
he. wanted to come to; or you neglected to consult him befor 
makiiig a decision on a matter in which he lelt he should hav 
some say.) His friendship is valuable to you and you wish to rc 
store yourself in his good graces. What do you do? 

You try to placate hiir 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce tne vmrds? 

1. disparage 

2. equivocate 

3. titillate 


dis-PAIR'-oj 

ce-KWIV'^kayt^ 

TTT-g-Iayf 
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4. 4tdulate 

Ai*<»49r 

5. pnmribe 

pXhSgaav 

6. obviate 


7. mUitate 

MIL'-a-tayt 

8. malign 

me-LlN' 

9. condone 

kan-DON' 

10. placate 

PLAY'-kaye 

Can you work with the words? 

1. disparage 

a. flatter lavishly 

2. equivocate 

b. work against 

3. titillate 

c. prohibit 

4. adulate 

d. forgive 

5. proscribe 

e. change hostility to friendli- 
ness 

6. obviate 

t purposely talk in such a way 
as to be vague and midead- 
ing 

7. militate 

g. slander 

8. malign 

fa. play down 

9. condone 

i make mmecessazy 

0. placate 

j. tickle; stimulate pleasor^ly 


lY: 1-h, 2-f, 3-i, 4-a, 5-c, 7-b, 8-g, 9-d, 10-e 


'0 you undortfond the wordf? 


1. Do you normally disparage something 

YES 

MO 

you admire? 



2. Doyoue^ifivocufelf yon think It 

YES 

MO 

unwise to take a definite stand? 



Do pleasant things titillate you? 

YES 

NO 

Do emotionally mature people need 

YES 

NO 

constant adulation? 



Is sugar for diabetics? 

YES 

MO 

IS. Does a sidistantial fortune obviate 

YES 

NO 


il feats?. 



7. Does a worker’s in^Bdmi^ often 

YES 

NO 

militate against his keepfaig his job? 

8. Do people enjoy being inu/igfied.^ 

YES 

NO 

9. Dn we generally condone the faults of 

YES 

NO 

those we love? 



10. Can you sometimes p/ocure a person by 



apologizing? 

YES 

NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-yes, 4~no, 5-ycs, 6- yes, 7-yes, 8-no, 
9-yes, 10-yes 


Can you use the words? 

In this exercise you gain the value of actually writing a ne^ 
word as a meaiiingful solution to a problem. To think about 
word, to say it, to write it, to use it — that is the road to word mas 
tery. Write the verb that best fits each situation. 

1. Yott*ve been asked to take a stand on a certain issue, but yoi 
don*t have the courage to be either definitely for or against. 

You 

2. You spread around an unpleasant story that you know wil 
blacken soiiieone*s reputation. 

You that person 

3. Your friend is Justifiably angry — ^you asked him to go to 
party with you, ignored him ail evening, and then finally lef 
with someone else. What must you do ii you wish to lestor 
the relationship? 

You must try to - ^ him 

4. You virtually worship your therapist. You express your admi 
ration in la^^ flattery; you praise her in such excessive term 
fliat rile appean devoid of all human frailty . 

You - . her 

5. You are crowding 260 <hi the scales, so your doctor warn 
against high-calorie meals, rich desserts, second helpings, ex 
cessive carbohydrates, etc. 

The doctor tttae fbodij 



6. Your child Johnnie has smacked the iieig^boi:’s kid entirely 
without provocation, you axe forced to admit. But after all, 
you think, tomorrow the other kid wOU with equal lack of 
provocation, probably smack Johnnie. 

You — Johnnie’s behavior. 

7. When your son, understandably expecting praise, mentions 
the three B’s and two A’s he earned in his courses, you re- 
spond, callously, “Is that the best you can do? What stopped 
you lioro getting all A’s?” 

You his accomplishment. 

8. You have run out of cash and plan to go to the bank to make 
a withdrawal, then unexpectedly you discover a twcnty-dollar 
bill you secreted in your desk drawer months ago. 

Your find a trip to the bank. 

9. You are the soul of honesty, but unfortunately, you have a 
sneaky, thievish, sinister look — and no one ever trusts you. 

Your appearance against you. 

10. llie centerfold of Playboy or Playgirl provides a mild and 
agreeable stimulation. 

The centerfold you. 


KEY: 1-equivocate, 2-inalign, 3-placate, 4-adulate, 5-pro- 
serH^s, 6-condone, 7-dlsparage, S-obviates, ^-militates, 
lO-titillates 


Can you recoil the words? 

1. change hostility into 
friendliness 

2. make unnecessary 

3. belittle 

4. overlook or forgive a 
transgresskm 

5. tickle; delight; stimulate 
pleasurably 

6. !q>ieadmaIicioii8iiiiiion about 


1. P. 

2. O. 

3. D. 

4. CL 

5. T- 
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6. M. 




7. purposely use languagB 7. B. 

susceptible of opposite 
interpretations 

8* act to disadvantage of 8. M. 

9. forbid 9. P— 

10. worship; flatter fulsomely 10. A— 


KEY: 1 -placate, 2-6bviate, 3-disparage, 4-condone, S-titillate 
6-iiialign, 7>-equivocate, 8-militate (against), 9-proscribe 
10-adulale 


{End of Session 19} 


SESSION 20 

ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


I. equality 

If yon play golf, you know that each course or hole has a cer 
tain par, the number of strokes allowed according to the result 
achieved by eaqiert players. Your own accomplishment on th< 
course will be at par, above par, or below par. 

Similarly, some days you may feel up to par, other days belov 
par. 

Par is from a Latin word meaning equal. You may try, whei 
you play golf, to equal the expert score; and some days you may 
or may not, feel equal to your usual self. 

When we speak of parity payments to farmers, we refer to pay 
ments that show an equality to earnings for some agreed-upor 
year. 

So when you disparage, you lower someone’s par, or feeling o 




e^pteHty, idi^ as yoo kaow^ may ba a aagative fffi^). *nie iioim 
is di^pm^ement (dis-PAlR'-^j-fDaiit)» adS^ctiva dimfra^g 
(dis-PAIR'-«j^liig), as is **Wliy do you always maika 
remaiks about me?** 

Parity (PAlR'-a-tee) as a noun means equality; disparity (dis- 
PAIR'-o-tee) means a lack of equality, or a difference. We my 
speak, for example, of the disparity between someone’s promise 
and perfonnanoe; or of the disparity between the rate of vocabu- 
lary growth of a child and of an adult. The adjective ttisparaie 
(DlS^-pd-ret) indicates essential or complete difference os hi^ 
quality, as in **Our philosophies are so disparate that we can never 
come to any agreement on action.** 

The word compare and all its forms (comparable, comparative, 
etc.) derive from par, equal. Two things are compared when they 
have certain equal or similar qualities, (con^, com--, together, 
with). 

Pair and peer are also from par. Things (shoes, socks, ^ovcs, 
etc.) in pairs are equal or similar; your peers are those equal to 
you, as in age, position, rank, or ability. Hence the expression **to 
be judged by a jury of one’s peers.** 

(British peers, however, such Is the contradiction of language, ' 
were nobles.'} 


2. how to soy yet ond no 

Equivocate is built on another Latin word meaning equab^ 
aequus (the spelling in Bnglish is always equ-) — plus vox, vocis, 
voice. 

When you equivocate (a-KWIV*-e-kayt'), you seem to be 
saying both yes and no with equal voice. An equivocal (a-KWlV^> 
a-kal) answer, therefore, is by design vague, Ind^nite, susc^ 
tible of contradictory inteipretations, quite the opposite of an mte- 
quivocal (un'-o-KWlV'-e-kol) response, whidi says Yes! or No!, 
and no kidding. Professional politicians are masters of eqiffuoeo-^, 
tion (e-kwiv'-o-KAY'-^an) — they are, on most vital issues, jmi^ 
womps; they sit on a ftoce with their mugv on one side and thrir 
wumps on tiie othmr. You will often hear candidates fpr office Say, 
publicly, that tiiey unequivoctdly promise. If elected, to ; and 
then they start equivocating for all th^ are wor^ like people 
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who say» me be perfectly frank with you** — and then 
ptomptly and ^bly lie throng their teeth. 

3. statements of various kinds 

Do not confuse equivocal with ambiguous (ani'-BIG'-y<5b-9s). 
An equivocal statement is purposely, delibeiately (and with mal- 
ice aforethought) couched in language that will be deceptive, an 
ambiguous statement is accidentally couched in such language. 
Equivocal is, In short, purposely ambiguous. 

You will recall that ambi^, which we last met in ambivert and 
ambidextrous, is a root meaning both; anything ambiguous may 
have both one meaning and another meaning. If you say, ''That 
sentence is the height of ambiguity,” you mean that you find it 
vague because it admits of both affirmative and negative inter- 
pretations, or because it may mean t^o different things Am- 
biguity is pronounced am'-ba-GYC5D-9-tee. 

Another type of statement or word contains the pos<^ibilny of 
two inteipretations — one of them suggestive, risqud, or sexy. Such 
a statement or word is a double entendre. Thi> is froin the French 
and translates literally as double meanim*. Give the word as close 
a french pronunciation as you can — DODB'^ohn-TAHN'-dro 
(The n's are nasalized, the r somewhat throaty, and the tinal ^yUa- 
ble is barely audible.) 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

MEANING 

ENGLISH WORD 

1. par 

2. --ment 

equal 

noun suffix 



3. -ity 

attached to verbs 
noun suffix 


* 

attached to adjectives 

( 

1 

4. dfr- 

negative prefix 
with, together 
equal 


5. con-, com- 


6. aequus (equ-) 



so: 



7. vox,vocis 

8 . •Me 

9. •ion 


0. -ous 

1. ambi- 


l$INO THE WORDS 

'an you pronounce the words? 

1. parity 

2. disparity 

3. disparate 

4. disparagement 

5. disparaging 

6 . 

7. equivocate 

8. equivocation 

9. equivocal 

0. unequivocal 

1. ambiguous 

2. ambiguity 

3. double entendre 

Ian you work with the words? 

. parity a. belittlement 

disparity b. act of being deliberately 

vague or indirectly deceptive; 
atatem^t that is deceptive or ^ 
purposely open to oontraxy 
interpretations 

. disparagement c. quality of being open to mis^ 

interpretation; statement with 
this quality 


PAIR'-o-tce 

dis-PAIR'-a-tec 

DIS'-pa-rat 

dis-PAlR'-aj-mant 

dis-PAIR'-aj-ing 

PEER 

o-KWIV'-a-kayt' 

o-kwiv'-a-KAY'-shan 

a-KWIV'-a-kal 

un'-o-KWrV'-^kal 

am-BIO^-ydb-as 

am'-ba-GYC5D'-a-tee 

DOOBMahn-TAHN'-dra 


voice 
verb suffix 
noun suffix 
attached to verbs 
ending in -ate 
adjective suffix 
both 
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4. peer 


d. statement or word widi two 
meanings, one of them risqii^, 
inddicate, or of possible sex- 
ual connota^ 

5. equivocation e. inc^ 

6. ambiguity t equality 

7. double entendre g. one’s equal 


KEY: l-«,2-e,3-a,4-g,5-4),6-«,7-d 



Do you understand the words? 



1. Is there a dXspor/o^ in age between a 
grandfather and his granddaughter? 

YES 

NO 

2. Is an eqnivocof statement clear and 
direct? 

YES 

NO 

3. Is an unequivocal answer vague and 
mislesding? 

YES 

NO 

4. Are ^liticians often masters of 
equivocation? 

YES 

NO 

5. Are omhfgiioiis sentences somewhat 
confusing? 

YES 

NO 

6. Are people with perceptions 

of life likely to expmence reality in the 
same way? 

YES 

NO 

7. Is a dfrporqgfug look one of 
admiration? 

YES 

NO 

8. When people eqfiivocnte, are they 
evading die issue? 

YES 

NO 

9. Is the deliberate use of douhie 
entendres likely to shock puritanical 
people? 

YES 

NO 

10. Are supervisors and their subordinates 
peenf 

YES 

NO 

KEY: 2-40^ 3-mo^ 4-yes, S-yes, 6-iio, 

9-yes, lO-oo 

7-00, 

II 
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Con your rocoll the words? 


1. accidentally vague 1. A. 

2. purposely vague 2. £. 

3. equality 3. P- 

4. word or statement one meaning 4. D. 

of which may be interpreted as 

risqu6 

5. lack of equality 5. D. 

6. belittlement 6. D. 

7. clear; direct; capable of only 7. U. 

one interpretation 

8. essentially or widely unequal or 8. D. 
different 

9. one’s equal in age, rank, etc. 9. P_ 

10. to use words in a calculated 10. £. 

effort to mislead or to be 
ambiguous 


KEY: 1-ambiguous, 2-equivoca!, 3-parity, 4-double entendre, 
S-disparity, 6-disparagement, 7-ttnequivocal, 8-4isparale, 
9-pccr, IC^quivocate 


(End of Session 20) 


SESSION 21 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . more on equality 

The root aequus, spelled equ- in English words, is a buildiiig 
block of: 

1. equity (EK'-wa-tee) — justice, fairness; i.e., equal treatment 
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(By exteiu»iuju, stocks in the financial markets are equities, end the 
value of your home or other prc^rty over and above the amount 
of the mortgage you owe is your equity in it.) The adjective is 
equitable (EK'-wa-ts-bal). 

2. inequity (in-EK'-wa-tee) — ^injustice, iinfaimess (equity plus 
the negative prefix in-). Adjective: inequitable (in-EK'-wc-to- 
bal). 

3. iniquity (in-IK'-wa-tee) — by one of those delightful sur- 
prises an d caprices ch aracteristic of language, the change of a sin- 
gle letter (e to7y, "extends the meaning of a word far beyond its 
derivation and original denotation. Injustice and unfairness are 
sinful and wicked, especially if you naively believe that life is fair. 
So a “den of iniquity* is a place wherelnc? flourishes; an iniquity 
is a sin or vice, or an egregiously immoral act; and iniquity is 
wickedness, sinfulness. Adjective: iniquitous (in-lK'-wa-tas). 

4. equinox (EE'-kwa-noks')-T-etymologicaUy, “equal night,** a 
combination of acquus and nox, noctis, night. The equinox, when 
day and night are of equal length, occurs twice a year: about 
March 21, and again about September 21 or 22. (The adjective is 
equinoctial — ee'-kw^NOK'-shol.) Nocturnal (nok-TURN'-cl) , 
derived from nox, noctis, describes people, animals, or plants that 
are active or flourish at night rather than during daylight hours. 
Cats and owls are nocturnal, as is the moonflower, whose blos- 
soms open at niglit; nof to mention “ni^t people,’* whose 
biorhy^ms arc such that they function better after the sun goes 
down, anePaho like to stay up late and sleep well into midmora- 
ing. A nocturne (NOK'-tura) is a musical composition of dreamy 
character (Le., night music), or a painting of a night scene. 

5. equanimity (ee'-kwa-NIM'-o-tce or ck'-wo-NIM'-o-tec) — 
etymologically aequus plus animus, mind, hence “equal mind.” 
Maintain your equanimity, your evenness of temper, your compo- 

..jureijrour coolness or calmness, when everyone around you is get- 
ting excited or hysterical, and you will probably be considered an 
admirable person, though one might wonder what price you pay 
for such emotional control. (Other words built on animus, mind, 
. will be discussed in Chapter 12.) 

6. EqiuibiUty (ee^-kw9-Bn/-9-tee or ek^-wo-Bni/-o-tee)-a 
dose synonym of equanimity, A person of equable (£E'-kwa-bd 
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or £K'^wd-b^) temperament is characteristically oalm» setmie» 
u nflappable, even-tempered. 

7. equilibrium (ee'-kwa-LIB'-ree-am) — by derivation aequus 
plus libra, balance, weight, pound, hence “equal balance.^ Libra 
(Ll'-bro) is the seventh sign of the zodiac, represented by a pair 
of scales. Now ycMi know, in case the question has been bothering 
you, why the abbreviation for the word pound is lb. and why die 
symbol for the British pound, the monetary unit, is £.. Equitib* 
rium is a state of physical balance, e^Jpecially between opposing 
forces. When you are very dnmk you may have difficulty keeping 
your equilibrium — the force of gravity is stronger than your abil- 
ity to stay upright. An equilibrist (o-KVVlL'-a-brist), as you might 
guess, is a profesriona! tightrope walker — a performer successfully 
defying the law of gravity (when sober) by balancing on a thin 
overhead wire. 

The equator divides the eanh info equal halves, and words like 
equation, equivalent, equidistant, equiangular, and equilateral 
(from Latin lotus, lateris, .side) are self-explanatory. 


2. not to be confused with horses 

Equestrian (o-KWES'-tree-^n) is someone on a horse (as pe- 
desMan is someone on foot); an equestrienne (o-kwes'-tree-EN') 
is a woman on a horse (if you must make the distinction); and 
equine (EE'-fcwIn) is like a horse, as in appearance or charac- 
teristics, or descriptive of horses. 

Equestrian is also an adjective referring to horseback riding, as 
an equestrian statue; and equine is also a noun, i.e., a horse. 

So the equ- in these words, from Latin eqmis, horse, is not to be 
confused with the equ- in the words of the previous section — -that 
Ci/K- is from aequus, equal. (Reniember, also, not to confuse the 
ped- in pedestrian, from Latin ped'is, foot, with the ped- in pedior 
trician, from Greek paidos, child.) 

3. hear voices? 

Equivocal, you will recall, combines aequus with vox, vocis, 
voice; and vo.v, vocis combines with iero, to bear or carry, to form 
voeijerous (vC>-SlF-©r-.>s), etymologically ‘'carrying (much) 
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henoe loud* noisy, ^ga^^as vodfenm demands (not 
at all quiet cx subtle), or the vociferous play of yom^ childiea 
("Pleasel Tiy to be quiet so Dad can get hfe work doael'O* thou^ 
nnfortunatdy TV addiction has abnormally diminated child 
noises, at least during the program breaks between commercials. 
iVociferous will be discussed at greater length in Chapter 10.) 

If you are vocal (V<y-kol), you express yourself readily and 
freely by voice; voad sounds are voiced; vocd music is sung; and 
you know what your vocal cords are for. 

To vocalize (VCZ-ko-lizf) is to give voice to {’‘Vocalize your 
anger, don’t hold it in!”), or to sing the vocals (or voice parts) 
of music. (C!an you write the noun form of the verb vocalize? 

) A vocalist (V(y-kd-list) is a singer. 

And Magnavox tvox plus tnagnus, large) is the trade name for 
a brand of radios and TV sets. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


prefix; root, 

SUFFK 

1. aequus (egu-) 

2. fn- 

S. nox,noctis 

4. animus 

5. -fty 

6. libra 

7. 4sf 

8. lotus, lateris 

9. equus 

10. -4ne 

11. pedh 

12. paidos iped-^) 

13. vox, vocis 

14. fero 

15. mognus 


MEANING 

equal 

negative prefix 
nijht 

twifiH 

noun suffix 

balance, weight, 

pound 

person who 

side 

horse 

like, descriptive 

of 

foot 

child 

voice 

to bear, carry 
large 


ENGLISH WORD 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. equity 

2. equitable 

3. inequity 

4. inequitable 

5. iniquity 

6. iniquitous 

7. equinox 

8. equinoctial 

9. nocturnal 
10. nocturne 


EK'-wo-tee 

EK'-wo-te-bol 

in-EK'-wo-tee 

in-EK'-wo-to-bdl 

in-IK'-wo-tee 

in-IK'-we-tds 

EE'-kwo-noks' 

ee'-kwo-NOK'-shol 

nok-TURN'-ol 

NOKMum 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. equanimity 
2 equability 

3. equable 

4. equilibrium 

5. equilibrist 

6. equilateral 

7. equestrian 

8. equine 

9. vociferous 

10. vocal 

11. vocalize 

12. vocalization 
13* vocalist 


ce'-kwo {or ck'-wo) -NIM'-o-tce 

ee'-kwo (or ck'-we) >BIL'-o-teo 

EE'-kwo^bol or EK'-wo-bol 

ec'-kwo-LIB-rec-om 

co-KWIL'-o-brist 

ee-kwo-LAT'-or-ol 

o-KWES'-tree-on 

EE'-kwIn 

vO-SIF-or-os 

VO'-kol 

VO'-ko-lTz' 

v6'-ko-l3-ZAY'-shon 

VO'-ko-list 


Can you work with the vrords? (1) 

1. equity a. time when night and day aie 

of equal lepgth 
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2. inequity 


3. iniquity 

4. equinox 

5. nocturne 

6. equanimity 

7. equilibrium 

8. equestrian 
equilibrist 

10. equine 

11. vocalibt 


b. balance of mind; composure; 
calmness under trying cir- 
cumstances 

c. horseback rider 

d. ahorse 

^ e. sinfulness; wickedness; im- 
moral act; sin 

f. unfain^ss, injustice 

g. tightrope walker 

h. singer 

i. fairness, justice 

j. balance, especiaJly between 
opposing fc'rccs 

k. night mu^ic 


KEY: 2-f. 3-c. 4-a, 5-k. 6~b. 7-^1 8-c, 9-g, 1 


Con you work with the words? (d) 

1. equitable 

2. inequitable 

3. iniquitous 

4. equinoctial 


5. nocturnal 

6. equable 

7. equilateral 

8. vociferous 

9. vocal 

10. vocalize 


a. descriptive of time v hen idght 
and day axe of equal length 

b. give voice to; sing 

c. having equnl sides 

d. using, or referring to, the 
voice; freely expressing by 
voi;e 

noisy, loud, clamorous 
f calm, uRTuffled, even-tem- 
pered 

g fair, just 

h. referring or pertaining to, or 
active at, night 
I sinful, wicked, unmoral 
j. unfair, unjust 


KEYi 2— J, 3— i, 4— a, 5— h, 7-c, 8-^ 9— d, 10-4> 
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Do you understand the words? 

1 . Is life always equitable? 

2. Does the cynic expect more inequity 
than equity in life? 

3. Do ethical people practice iniquity? 

4 Does the equinox occur once a month? 

5. Are nocturnal animals active at night? 

6. If you generally preserve your 
equanimity, do you often get very 
excited? 

7. Is it easy to maintain your equilibrium 
on icy ground? 

8. Is equability the mark of a calm, 
even-tempered person? 

9. Does an equilateral triangle have equal 
sides? 

10. Is an a dog? 

1 1 . If you demand something vociferously, 
do you make a lot of noise? 

12. If you are vocal, do you have difficulty 
expressing yourself? 

13. Is a voca/ijf the same as an 
instrumentalist? 


YES NO 
YES NO 

YES 
YES 
YES 
YES 


YCS NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 


KEY: 1-no, 2~yes, 3-no, 4-oo, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 
10~no, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-no 


Can you recall the words? it) 


1. to give voice to; to express 

1. V. 

aloud; to sing 


2. tightrope walker 

2. E- 

3. active or flouridling at night 

3. N. 

4. descriptive or characteristic oft 

4. E- 

or like, a horse 



oil 





S. referring to the voice; skillful or 

5. V_ 

fluent in expressing by voice 


6. calm and unflappable in 

6. E_ 

temperament 


7. wicked, sinful 

7. I 

S. ni^t music 

8. N_ 

9. fairness, justice 

9. E_ 


KEY: 1-vocalize, 2-equilibrist, 3-noctumal, 4-equiDe, 5-vocal, 
6-equablc, 7-iniquitous, 8-noctume, 9-equity 


Can you recall the words? (t1) 


1. loud, noisy, clamorous 

1. V- 

2. person on horseback 

2. E- 


or Eu- 

3. calmness or evenness of temper 

- 3. B- 


or 

4. unfair, unjust 

4. L- 

5. sin; wickedness; grossly 

5. L 

immoral behavior 


6. time when day and night are of 

6. E- 

equal length 


7. fair, just, evenhanded 

7. E- 

8. physical balance; balance 

81 E- 

between opposing forces 

✓ 

9. having equ^ sides 

9. E- 

10. singer 

10. V« 


KEY; l-vodferous, 2-equestriaQ or equestrieoae, 3-equaniinity 
or equability, 4-ineqaitable, 5-iniqaity, 6-eqoinoXy 
7-eqaitable, 8-^uilibriuizi, 9-equilateral, lO^vocalist 


{End of Session 21} 


2t2 





SESSION 22 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


I . how to tickle 

Titillate comes from a Latin veil) meaning to tickle, and may be 
ised both literally and figuratively. That is (literally), you can r/t- 
Uate by gentle touches in strategic places; you are then causing an 
ictual (and always very pleasant) physical sensation. Or you can 
figuratively) titillate people, or their minds, fancies, palates (and 
his is the more common use of the word), by charm, brilliance, 
vit, promises, or in any other way your imagination can conceive. 

Titillation (tit'-o-LAY'-shan) has the added meaning of light 
•exual stimulation. (Note that both noun and verb are spelled 
vith a double /, not a double i.) 


1 . how fo flatter 

A compliment is a pleasant and courteous expression of praise; 
lattery is stronger than a compliment and often considered hisin- 
«re. Adulation (af-o-LAY'-^an) is flattery and worship carried 
o an excessive, ridiculous degree. There are often public figures 
entertainers, musicians, government ofiidals, etc.) who receive 
videspread Mutation, but those not in the public eye can also be 
idulated, as a teacher by students, a wife by husband (and vice 
rersa), a doctor by patients, and so on. (The derivation is from a 
.atin verb meaning to fawn u von.^ 

The adjective adulatory (af-o-la-TAWR^-^) ends in -ory, a 
uflix we are meeting for the first time in these pages. (Odier ad- 
ective suflSxes: -of, -ic, •ical, •ous.) 
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3* woys of vrrHIfio 

Proscribe, to foibld» is conunoxdy used for osedical, religious, o 
leigal pioMtdIioQS. 

A doctor proscnbes a food, drv^ or activity that might prov« 
harmful to the patient The church proscribes, or announces i 
proscription (piO-SKRIF-shan) against, such activities as ma] 
harm hs pari^ cmers. The law proscribes behavior detrimental tc 
the public welfare. 

Gttierdly, one mi^t concede, proscribed activities are the mos 
pleasant ones — as Alexander Woolcott once remarked, if some 
diing is pleasurable, it*s sure to be either immoral, illegal, or fat 
tening. 

The derivation is the prefix pro-, before, plus scribo, scriptus, u 
write. In andent Roman times, a man's name was written on \ 
public bulletin board if he had committed some crime for whicl 
his property or life was to be forfeited; Roman citizens in gooi 
standing would therd)y know to avoid him. In a similar sense, th 
doctor writes down those foods or activities that are likely to com 
fflit crimes^ against the patient's health — ^in that way the patter 
knows to avoid them. 

Scribo, sedptus is the building block of scores of common Enj 
lish words: scribe, scribble, prescribe, describe, subscribe, scrip 
the Scriptures, manuscript, typescript, etc. Describe uses the pref 
de-, down — to descr&fp is, etymologically, “to write down” abou 
Manuscript, combining manus, band (os in manual labor), wi 
scriptus. Is something handwritten — the word was coined befo 
tile invention of the tj'pcwriter. The Scriptures are holy writing 
To subscribe (as to a magazine) is to write one's name under i 
order or contract {sub-, under, as in subway, subsurface, etc.) ; 
subscribe to a phUosophy or a principle is figuratively to wri 
one's name under the statement of such philosophy or principle. 

To inscribe is to write in or into (a b^k, for example^ or mei 
or Stone). A postscript Is something written after (Latin pi 
after) the main part is finished. 

Note how -scribe verbs change to nouns and adjectives: 

VERB NOUN ADJBCnVB 

prescribe prescription presciipuve 

subscription subscriptive 



Can ym follow the pati 

describe 

inscribe 

proscribe 


4. it*s obvious 

You are familiar with the word via, way of» which is fron 
the Latin word for road. (The Via Appia was one of the famou 
highways of ancient Roman times.) When something is obviom 
etymologicalty it is right there in the middle of the road where n< 
one can fail to see it — hence, easily seen, not hidden, conspicuous 
And if you meet an obstacle in the road and dispose of it forth 
with, you are doing what obviate says. Thus, if you review you 
work daily in some college subject, frenzied ^‘cramming** at th 
end of the semester will be obviated. A large and steady incom 
obviates fears of financial insecurity; leaving for work early wil 
obviate worry about being late. To obviate, then, is to make un 
necessary, to do away with, to prevent taking effective meas 
ures or steps against (an occurrence, a feeling, a requiremeni 
etc.). The noun is obviation (oV-vee-AY'-**hen). 

Surprisingly, via, road, is the root fai the Eogili^ word trivic 
(tri; three). Where three roads intersect, you are likely to fin 
busy traffic, lots of people, in short a fairly public place, so yo 
are not going to talk of important or confidential matters, lest yo 
be overheard. You will, instead, talk of trivial (TRIV'-ce-ol) thing 
— ^whatever is unimportant, without great significance; you wi 
confine your conversation to trivialities (triv'-ee-AL'-o-teez) or t 
trivia (also a plural noun, pronounced TRIV'-ee-e), insignificaa 
trifles. 


5. vfor 


Wlitate derives from mUitis, one of the forms of the Latin nou 
meaning soldier or fighting man. If something militates agatns 
you, it fights against you, i.e., works to your disadvantage. Tfaui 
your timidity may militate against your keeping your friendi 
{Militate is always followed by die preposition against and, lik 
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cbvkae, liefer takes a personal sid>ject-^yoa dcmH mllitaie against 
anyonep but some hMU acdoQ» tendency, etc. mUiuues against 
someone or soioetfaing.) 

The adjective miUtant (MEZ-o-tsot) comes from the sam^ 
loot A miliiant lefonner is one who fi^ts for reforms; a nuUtaia 
gampaign Js one wagsd aggressively and with determination. The 
noun is nUUtancy (MIL'-o-tan-see), and militant is also a noun 
for the person — ^‘^^y is a miUtant in the Women’s Liberation 
movement** 

HiUUary and nUlitia also have their origin in militis, 

6 . first the bod news 

Built on Latin modus, bad, evil, to malign is to speak evil about, 
to defame to slander. Malign is also an adjective meaning bad, 
harmful, evil, hateful, as in ‘*tiie malign influence of his uncon* 
scions will to faO.** Another adjective form is malignant (mo- 
LIG^*nant), as in **a malignant glance,” i.e., one showing deep 
hatred, or ”a malignant growth,** Le., one that is cancerotis (bad). 

The noun of malignant is malignancy (ma^LIO'-non^see), 
which, medically, is a cancerous growth, or, generally, the condi- 
tion, state, or attitude of harmfulness, hatefulness,' evil intent, etc. 
The noun form of fhi adjective malign is malignity (mo-LICy-nd- 
tec)- 

Observe how we cfin construct English words by combining 
malus with other Latin roots. 

Add the root dico, dlctus, to say or tell, to form malediction 
(iDar-o-DIK'-^an), a curse, i.e., an evil saying. Adjective: male^ 
dictory (mal'-o-DIK'-to-ree). 

Add the root volo, to wish, to will, or to be willing, and we can 
construct the adjective malevolent (mo-LEV'-a-lent), wishing evil 
or hann-T-a malevolent glance, attitude, feeling, etc. The noun is 
malevolence (ma-LEV*-c-lcns). 

Add the root fado, foetus, to do or make (also spelled, in Eng- 
lish words, fec^ fio, foetus, or, as a verb ending, -/y), to fonn the 
ad^ctive mdeficent (mo-LEF-a-sont), doing harm or evil, or 
causing hurt — maleficent acts, deeds, be^vior. 

Can you figure out, an^ pronounce, the noun form of 
maleficent?^ 





A malefactor (MAL'->>fakMar) is a amoitdoer, an evikloer» a 
‘^rimioai — a malefactor commits a malefaction (mal'^-o^AKf- 
ihon), a crime» an evil deed. 

French is a **Roinance” language^ tiiat is, a lantgoage based on 
loman or Latin (as are, also, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, and 
Romanian), and so Latin nudus becam French nuA, bad, the 
ource of maladroit (mar-a-DROYT), chimsy, bon^g, awk- 
vard, unskillful, etymologically, having a *‘bad right hand.** (See 
idroiu Chapter 3.) The noun is maladroitness. Also from French 
md: malaise (m>LAYZO» an indefinite feeling of bodily die- 
x)mfort, as in a mild illness, or as a symptom preceding an illness; 
etymologically, **bad ease,” just as disease (dis-^ase) is **]ack of 
sase.’* 

Other common words that you are familiar with also spring 
rom Latin malus: malicious^ nudice, malady; and the same nudus 
unctions as a prefix in words like maladiusted, malcontent, mat- 
fractice, malnutrition, etc., all with the connotation of badness. 

And what*s the good news? See Session 23. 


lEVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. -ory 

ad jecdve suflSx 

2 scribo, scriptus 

to write 

3. de* 

down 

4. manus 

hand 

5. sulh 

under 

6. in- 

in, into 

7. post 

after 

8 . ifia 

road 

9. iri- 

three 

0. mUitis 

aoidier 

1. nudus 

bad, evfi 

2. dko,dictm 

tosay, tdl 

3. volo 

towuh 


ENGLISH WORD 
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14. fmio </ec-, fic^^ fy') to do, make 

15. -ence, -ancy noun suffix 


WORKING WITH THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? (1} 


1. 

titillation 

tit'-o-LAY'-shon 

2. 

adulation 

af-o-LAY'-shan 

3. 

adulatory 

AJ'-o-l o-tawK-ee 

4. 

proscription 

pr6-SKRIP'-sh3n 

5. 

proscriptive 

prO-SKRIP'-tiv 

6. 

obviation 

ob'-vee-AY'-shon 

7. 

trivial 

TRIV'-ee-al 

8. 

trivialities 

triv'-ee-AL'-o-teez 

9. 

trivia 

TRIV'^e-o 

10. 

militant 

MIL'-o-tont 

11. 

militancy 

MIL'-o-ton-see 

12. 

malign (adj.') 

mo-LIN' 

13. 

malignity 

mo-LIG'-no-tee 

14. 

malignant 

mo-LIG'-n^nt 

15. 

malignancy 

mo-LIG^-non’See 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. malediction 

mal'-o-DIK'-shan 

2. maledictory 

mal'-o-DIK'-to-rw 

3. malevolent 

mo-LEV'-o-lont 

4. malevolence 

mo-LEV'-o-Ions 

5. maleficent 

mo-LEF'-o-sont 

maleficence * 

mo-LEF^-o-sons 

% tnalefactor 

MAl/-o-fak^-tor 

8. malefaction 

ma]'-o-FAK^*shon 

9. maladroit 

mal'-o-DROYT^ 

10. maladroitness 

mal^-o-DROY*F-nQ8 

11. malaise 

mo-LAYZ^ 



Can you vrork with the words? (I) 


1. dtillation 

a. prohildtion 

2. adulation 

b. hatefolness; harmfulness 

3. proscription 

c. clumsiness 

4. militancy 

<L quality of wishing evil; ill- 
will 

5. malignity 

e. prevention; fact or act of 
making unnecessary or of 
doing away with 

6. malediction 

f. wordiip; excessive flattery 

7. maladroitness 

g. vague feeling of bodily dis- 
comfort 

8. obviation 

h. pleasurable stimulation; tick- 
ling 

9. malevolence 

i. a curse 

10. malaise 

J. aggressiveness 


KEY: 1-h, 2^f, 3-a, H* 5-4), 64, 7-c, 8-e, 9-4, 10-g 


Con you work with the words? (II) 

]. adulatory 

2. proscriptive 

3. militant 

4. malign 

5. trivial 

6. maledictory 

7. malevolent 

8. maladroit 


a. aggressive; **fighting” 

b. of no great consequence 

c. bearing ill-will; wishing harm 

d. of the nature of curses 

e. chiinsy, awkward 
t worshipful, adorhtg 

g, bad, hanuM, hurtful 

h. relatiDg or pertaining to pro- 
hibitions 


KEY: l-l,24),3-a,4-«,5-br6-d,7H^»-e 
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Do you understond thfl\ wo^s? 


1^ Does a malignant look indicate kindly/ 

YES 


; feelings? 

/ 


in. Is a cancer sometii^es, calif da 

YES 


malignancy? 1 i 

3. Are friV/o/n'es Important? 

YES 


4. If your house is cluttered with trivia. 

YES 


are these objects of great value? 

5. Do people enjoy having maledictions 

YES 

h 

hurled at them? 

6. Is a maleficent act likely to cause harm 

YES 


or hurt? 

7. Does mnWroiV/rers show skill? 

YES 


8. Is a mnfe/oc/or a wrongdoer? 

YES 


9. Does an adulatory attitude show 

YES 

h 

exaggerated admiration? 

10. Is militancy the same as passiveness? 

YES 



KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-oo, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yc 
10-no 


Con you recoil the words? (I) 


1. clumsy, awkward 

1. 

2. bearing ill-will; wishing harm 

2. M- 

3. pleasurable stimulation 

3. T_ 

4. a person aggressively fighting 

4. M- 

for a cause 


5. prohibition against something 

5. P_ 

injurious 


6. excessive flattery; exaggerated 

6. A- 

admiration 


7. vague feeling of general 

7. M- 

physical discomfort 


8. a crim'mal; a wrongdoer 

8. M. 


2 : 




9. M- 
10. M- 


9. acut^a " 

10. a crime; bad or evn act or 
behavior 


KEY: Innaladroit, 2-inaIevoleat, 3-titillation, d-militant, S-pto> 
sctiption, 6-adulatioii, 7-inalaise, 8-malefactor, 9-male* 
diction, lO-malefaction 


Con you recall the words? (11) 


1. fact or act of making unnecessary 

1. 0— L 

or of taking effective steps 


toward prevention 


2. aggressive attitude 

2. M 

3. harmfuly hurtful, bad 

3, M_ 


or M 


or M 

4. unimportant, insignificant 

4. T 

5. unimportant, insignificant things; 

5. T 

trifles 

orT 

6. cursing; of the nature of, or 

6. M_ 

relating to, curses (nd/\) 


7. worshipful 

7. A — 


KEY: 1-obviation, 2-militancy, 3-4Dalign, malignant, or 
maleficent, 4-tiitnal, S-ttivialities or trivia, 6-maiedictoiy, 
7-adulatoiy 


(End of Session 22) 






SESSION 23 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. so now whof’s the good news? 

Malus is bad; bonus is good, TT^e adverb from the Latin adjec- 
tive bonus is bene, and bene is the root found in words that con- 
trast with the mat-- terras we studied in the previous session. 

So benign (ba-NlN") and benignant (bo-NIG'-nont) are 
kindly, good-natured, not harmful, as in benign neglect, a benign 
judge, a benign tumor (not cancerous), a benignant attitude to 
malefactors and scouiidreJs, The corresponding nouns arc benig- 
nity (bo-NIG'-n.>tee) at)d bcnignancy (ba-NIG'-non-see). 

A malediction is a curse; a benediction (ben'-o-DIK'-shon) is a 
blessing, a “saying good.” I’he adjective is benedictory (ben'-o- 
DIK'-to-ree). 

In contrast to maleficent is betieficent (b>NEP-a-sant), doing 
good. The noun? Hz 

In contrast to malefactor is benefactor (BEN'-o-fak'-tar), one 
who does good things for another, as by giving help, providing 
financial gifts or aid, or coming to the rescue when someone is in 
need. If you insist on making sexual distinctions, a woman who so 
operates is a benefactress (BEN'-o-fak'-tms). And> of course, 
the person receiving the benefaction (ben-o-PAK^-shon), the re- 
cipient of money, help, etc., is a beneficiary (ben'-o-FlSH'-ar-ee 
or ben-9-FISH'-ee-air-ee). Benefit and beneficial arc other com- 
mon words built on the combination of bene and a form of facto, 
o do or make. 

So let othefs be malevolent toward yon— confuse them by being 
benevolent (bo-NEV'-n-lnnt) — wish them well. (Tom the other 
heek?Wl^iiot?) The noun? - 

The adjective bontts, good, is found in English bonus, extra 
ayment, theoretically-4Nit not necessarily— lor some good act; 
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in bonbon, a candy (a **good-good ” using ihe Frencb versfon oC 
the Latin adjective); and in bom fide (BO'-na-FUy or BO'-na- 
Fl'-cke)* etymologically, “in good faith,” hence valid, without 
pretense, deception, or fraudulent intent — as a bona fide offer, a 
bona fide effort to negotiate differences, etc, Fides is Latin for 
iaith or trust, as in fidelity (fd-DEL'-s-tee), faithfulness; Fido, a 
stereotypical name for a dog, one’s faithful friend; infidel (IN'-fa- 
do5), one who does not have the ri^t faith or religion (depending 
on who is using the term), or one who has no religion (Latin in*, 
not); and infidelity (in'-fa-DEL'-s-tee), unfaithfulness, especially 
to the marriage vows. 

2. say, do, and wish 

Benediction and malediction derive from dico, dictus, to say, 
tell. Dictate, dictator, dictation, dictatorial (dik'-to-TAWR'-cc-al) 
— ^words that signify telling others what to do (“Do as I sayl*^) — 
are built on dico, as is predict, to tell beforehand, i.e., to say that 
something will occur before it actually does (pre*, before, as In 
prescient). 

The brand name Dictaphone combines dico with phone, sound; 
contradict, to say against, or to make an opposite statement 
(“Don’t contradict me!”; “That contradicts what I know”) com- 
bines dico with contrch, against, opposite; and addiction, etymo- 
logically “a saying to or toward,” or the compulsion to say “yes” 
to a habit, combines dico with ad-, to, toward. 

Facio, jactus, to do or make (as in malelactor, benefactor), 
has, as noted, variant spellings in English words: fee*, fic*, or, as a 
verb ending, *fy. 

Thus factory is a place where things are made (*ory, place 
where); a fact is something done (i.e., something that occurs, or 
exists, or is, therefore, true); fiction, something made up or in- 
vented; manufacture, to make by hand (manus, hand, as in manur 
script, nutnual)* a word coined before the invention of maohineiy; 
artificial, made by human art rather than occurring in nature, as 
artificial flowers, etc.; and clarify, simplify, liquefy, mogni/y (to 
make clear, simple, UquM,^ larger) among hundreds of other rh 
verbs. 

Volo, to wish, fx> will, to be wOling (as in nudevoleni, benevo^ ’ 
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ient)^ CM^mrs in valuntary, involtmiary^ volunteer^ words too fa- 
miHar to need definition, and each quite obviously expressjhfi w/.v/t 
or willingness. Less common, and from the same root, is/' volition 
(vO-LISH^-on), the act or power df willing or wishing, as in “of 
her own volition,*^ i.e., voluntarily, or “against her volition."* 

3. tf you ptea$el 

Placate is built on the root plac-^ which derives from two related 
Latin verbs meaning, 1) fo please, and 2) to appease, soothe, or 
pacify. 

If you succeed in placating an angry colleague, you turn that 
person's hostile attitude Into one that is friendly or favorable. The 
noun is placation (play-fCAY'-shan), the adjective either placa- 
the (PLAK'-a-tiv or PLAY'-ko-tiv) or placatory (PLAK'-o-taw- 
ree or PLAY'-ko-taw-ree). A more placatory attitude to these 
you have offended may help you regain their friendship; when 
husband and wife, or lovers, quarrel, one of them finally makes a 
placative gesture if the war no longer fulfills his or her neurotic 
needs~-one of them eventually will wake up some bright morning 
in a placatory mood. 

But then, such is life, the other one may at that point be impla- 
cable (im-PLAK'-o-bal or im-PLAY'-ka-bal) — im- is a respclling 
of /«-, not, before the letter p. One who ebn be soothed, whose 
hostility can be changed to friendliness, is placable (PLAK'-a-bdl 
or PLAY'-ka-bol). 

Implacable has taken on the added meaning of unyielding to 
entreaty or pity: hence, harsh, relentless, as “The governor was 
implacable in his refusal to gran t clemency. ** 

The noun form of implacable Is implacability (im-plak'-o-BIL'- 
^Tec or im-play'-k>-BIL'-a-tee). Can you write (and pronounce) 
the noun derived from placable? 

If you are placid (PLASMd), you are calm, easygoing, serene, 
undtsturbed^--etymologically, you are pleased with tl^gs as they 
are. Waters of a lake* or sea, or the emotional atmosphere of a 
place, can also be placid. The noun Is placidity (ple-SDy-Ortee). 

If you are complacent (ke^PLAY-sant), yoo are pteaaed with 
yourself {com-, from con-, with, together); you may, in &ct, such 
is one common connotation o f the word, he too pleased 
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with your position or nairow accomplishments^ too easily 
satisfied, and the hour of reckohing may. be closer than you real- 
ize. (Humans, as you know, are delighted to be critical of die con- 
tentment of otlierii.) 

The noun is complanence (kom-PLAY^-sans) of complacency 
( kam-PL A Y '-sari-see > . 

it. frqw >o give— ^nd forgive 

I'o ci>(^one Ls to for^ve, overlook, pardon, or be uncritical of 
(an ofFen^ic, of of an antisocial or illegal act). You yourself might . 
or might not indulge in such behavior or commit such an offense^ 
but vou feel no urge to protest, or to demand censure or punish- 
ment for someone else who does. You may condone cheating on 
one'? income tax, shoplifting from a big, impersonal supermarket, 
or exceeding the spec^ limit, though you personally observe the 
law with sc ^pulousnc.^ ^ (Not everyone, however, is so charitable 
or forgiving.) The noun \<, condonation (kon'-do-NAY'-shan). 

Condonf' is built on Latin dono, to give, the root found in 
donor, one who givej-: donate, to give; and donation, a gift. 


REVIEW OF ETVMOIOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. bonus, bene 

2. tides 

3. diro, dictiis 
4 pre- 

5. phone 

6. contra^ 

7. fld- 

8. facia, f actus, fee- 
fle-, -/y 

9. -ory 

10. menus 

11. volo 


meaning 
good, well 
faith 

to S'^aV, tell 
before, beforehand 
sound 

£;gainst, opposite 
to, toward 
to make or do 

place where 
hand 

to wish, to will, 
to be willing 


ENGLISH WORD 
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12. plac* 

13. 4ve 

14. -ory 

15. iifi- (in^) 

16. com- (con-) 

17. </oiio 


to please, appease, 
soothe, padfy 
adjective sufi^ 
adjective sufSx 
not; negative prefix 
with, together 
to give 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (t) 

1. benign 

2. bemgnity 

3. benignant 

4. benignancy 

5. benediction 

6. benedictory 

7. beneficent 
S. beneficence 

9. benefactor 

10. benefaction 

11. beneficiary 

12. benevolent 

13. benevolence 

14. bona fide 

15. fidelity 

16. infidelity 

17. infidel 


ba-NiN' 

ba-NIG'-na-tce 

ba-NIGK-nant 

ba-NIG'-nan-sec 

ben'-a-DIK'-shan 

ben'-a-DIK'-ta-rce 

ba-NEF-a-sant 

ba-NEP-a-sans 

BEN'-a-fak'-tar 

bcn'-a-FAK'-shan 

ben'-a-FISH'-ar-ee or 

bcn'-a-FISH'-ee-air-ee 

ba-NEV'-a-Iant 

ba-NEV'-a-lans 

BO'-na Fiiy or BO'-na Fl'-dec 
fa-D£L'-a-tee 
in'-fa-DEL'-a-tee 
IN'-fa-dal 


Can you pronounce Hie words? HI) 


1. dictatorial 

2. volition 

3. placation 

4. placative 


dik'-ta-TAWR'-ce-al 
vfi-LISH'-an 
I^ay-KAY'-shan 
PLAK'-a-tiv or PLAY'-ka-tiv 
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5. piacatory 

6. placable 

7. implacable 

8. placability 

9. implacability 

10. placid 

11. placidity 

12. complacent 

13. complacence 

14. complacency 

15. condonation 

Can you work with the words? (I) 

1. benign 

2. benedictory 


3. benevolent 


4. bona fide 


5. dictatorial 

6. placatory 

7. implacable 

8. placid 

9. complacent 


PLAK'-o-tawr-ee or 

PLAY^-kd-tawr-ee 

PLAK'-o-b;»l or PLAY'-ka-bal 

im-PLAK'-^bal or 

im-PLAY'-ko-bal 

plak'-d-BIL'-o-tee or 

play'-ko-BIL'-o-tee 

im-plak'-o-BIL'-a-tee or 

im-play'-ko-BIL'-o-lec 

PLAS'-id 

plo~SIiy-o-tee 

kom-PLAY'-sont 

kom-PLAY'-sons 

kom-PLAY'-san-see 

kon'-do-NAY'-shan 


a. wishing good things (for an- 
other) ; well disposed 

b. domineering; giving orders in 
a manner permitting no re^ 
fusal 

c. not to be soothed or paci- 
fied; unyielding to pity or en- 
treaty 

d. tending, or intended, to pac- 
ify, to soothe, or to change 
hostility to friendliness 

e. kindly, good-natured; not 
cancerous 

f. calm, unruffled, undisturbed 

g. self-satisfied; smug 

h. of the nature of, or relatkig 
to, blessings 

i. in good faith; sincere; valid 


KEY; 1-e, 2-h, 3-a, 4-i. 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-f, 9-g 


227 



Cdn you work with the words? pl) 

1. benevolence 

2. benefaction 

3. beneficiary 


4. infideUty 

5. volition 

6. placation 

7. fidelity 


8. condonation 

9. placidity 
10, complacency 


a. recipient of money, kindnesst 
etc. 

b. freewill 

c. act of overlooking, or of for- 
giving, an offense or trans- 
gression 

d. faithfnbiess 

e. self-satisfaction; smugness 

t calmness 

g. act of pacifying, or of turn- 
ing hostility or anger into 
friendly feelings 

h. attitude of wishing good 
things for another 

i. faithlessness 

j. good deed; act of charity of 
kindness 


KEY: l^h, 2-j, 3~a, 4^i, 5-b, 6-g, 7-4, 8-c, 9-f, 10-e 


Do you understond the words? (I) 


1. Are benedictions ^ven in houses of 

YES 

NO 

worship? 

2. Is it pleasant to be the redpient of a 

YES 

NO 

beneficent act? 

3. Ate land people benevolent? 

YES 

NO 

4. Do pfoca/ory gestures often heal 

YES 

NO 

wounds and soothe disgruntled friends? 

5. Are some unambitious people 

YES 

NO 

complacent? 

6. Does benignity show malice? 

YES 

NO 

7. Is a benefaction an act of philanthropy? 

YES 

NO 

8. Is an imp/ocab/e foe of corruption 

YES 

NO 

likely to condone corrupt acts? 
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9. bafiona/UtfciitoflHideliiiioceNly? tbs mo 

10. Does a ^cnJk'MMattitllde indicate tbs no 

I bosti%7 

i " ■ - 

KEY; l-jpes, 2-yB8, 3-yes, 4-yes, S-yes, 6-aob 7-yes, 8-40^ 
9-410, lO-no 


Do you endentafid the weni*? (II) 


1. benign— liatefid 

SAMB 

0PP051TB 

2. benignant — kindly 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

3. bene(fiction — malediction 

SAMB 

OPHITE 

4. benefactor-evildoer 

SAME 

OPraiTB 

5. benefidaiy— ^vcr 

SAME 

OPPOMTB 

6. benevcdent — well disposed 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. bona fide — valkl 

SAME 

OPPOSTTB 

8. fidelity — unfaithfulness 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

9. infidel — true believer 

SAME 

OITOSITB 


SAME 

OPMSITE 

il. placative— padfying 

S^ME 

OPPOSITE 

12. inylacaMe nnyidding 

SAME 

OPPOSTTB 

13. placid— calm 

SiiMB 

OPPOSTTB 

14. con^^laomit — diaoontented 

8AMB 

OPPOSITE 

15. oondofiation— foflcglveness 

SAME 

OPPOSTTB 


KEY: 1-0, Z-S, 3-0, 4-0, 3-0, 6-8, 7S, 8-0, 9uO, 10-0, 
11-S, 12-S, 13^ 14-0, ISrdl 


:an you recall the wordsr 


1. teadatg to gtve otden 

1. D— 

2. act of ovetlooldng (an otttaao. 

2. C_ 

etc.) 


3. ungdeldb^ hostile; beyond 

3. 1 

soodiiqg; nleadess; philess 


4. inteiided to soodie or 

4. ?— 

P*dftr(«9.) 

or 







5. oiie*s desiie» wishes, or unforced 5, V— 

win 

6. calmness 6. P_ 

7. self-satisfacticm; smugness 7. CL. 

or CL- 

8. non-heliever in the “true** 8. 1 — 

rdigion 

9. kindly; well disposed 9. 

or B — 
or B 

10. nnfaidifulness 10. I — , 

11. involving a blessing (od/.) 11. B-. 

IZ doing something good or 12. B— 

kind iadU) 

13. faithfulness 13. R— 

14. sincere; valid; in good faith 14. B.. 

15. one who does something 15. B_ 

good, kind, or charitable 

(for another) ^ 

16. a kind or charitable deed 16. B— 

17. redpient of kindness, gift, etc. 17. B^ 

18. able to be soothed or pacified 18. P_ 


tCBY: l-dictatorial, 2-^ndonation, 3-imp!acabIe, 4-<placator> 
or placative, fi-volition, 6-placidity, 7-complacenoe o\ 
complacency, 8-infidel, 9-benign, l^nignant, or benevo- 
lent, lO-infidelity, 11-benedictory, 12-beneficent 
13-fidelity, 14-bona fide, 15-benefactor, 16-benefaction. 
17-beneficiary, 18-pIacable 


CHAFTER REVIEW 

A. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Tobdittle: 

(a) titillate, (b) disparage, (c) adulate 
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2. To be purposdy coofosiiig: 

(a) equhmate, (b) obviate, (c) proscribe 

3. To work to the disadv^tage of : 

(a) malign, (b) militate, (c) placate 

4. To slander; 

(a) malign, (b) condone, (c) placate 

5. Lack of equality: 

(a) parity, (b) disparity, (c) ambiguity 

6. Phrase that may have two interpretations, one of them indeli- 

cate or off-color: 

(a) equivocation, (b) ambiguity, (c) double entendre 

7. Hateful: , 

(a) malignant, (b) benignant, (c) malaise 

8. IllwiU: A 

(a)malaise, (b) malevolence, (c) malehcence 

9. Kindly: ^ 

(a) benevolent, (b) placid, (c) complacent 

10. Infl^ibly hostile: 

(a) impla^ble, (b) placatory, (c) militant 

11. Giving orders imperiously: 

(a) benedictory, (b) dictatorial, (c) adulatory 

12. Self-satisfaction: 

(a) complacency, (b) placation, (c) (dacidity 


KEY: 1-b, 2-41, 3-b, 4^ 5-b, 6-0, 7-a, 8-b, lO-a, 11-b, 
12-a 


B. Can you recognize roofs? 


BOOT MBANINO EXAMPLE 

1. par parity 

2. aeqwis (equ-) equivocal 

3. vox^vocis vocal 

4. nox,noctis noctomal 

5. libra eqoiBbrist 

6. lotus, UUerb equOateiil 

7. equus . equine 
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8. pedis 

9. paidos iped-) 

10. fero 

11. magnus 

12. scribo, scriptus 

13. manus 

14. post 

15. via 

16. milids 

17. malus 

18. dico, dictus 

19. volo 

20. iacio fic-, 
•fy) 

21. bonus 

22. fides 

23. phone 

24. plac^-' 

25. dono 


pedestrian 

pedagogue 

vociferous 

magnify 

proscribe 

manuscript 

postscript 

trivial 

militate 

malefactor 

dictatorial 

volition 

benefactor 

fiction 

simplify 

bona fide 

fidelity 

Dictaphone 

placate 

donation 


KEY: 1-equal, 2-equal, 3-voice, 4-night, 5-balance, 6-side, 
7-liorse, 8-loot, 9-cluld, 10-caiiy, bear, 11-large, 
12-^te, IB-hand, 14-after, 15-road, 16-soldier, 
17-bad, 18-say, tell, 19-widi, 20-do, make, 21-good, 
22-faith, 23-soond, 24-please, soothe, pacify, 25-give 


TEASa QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1* Keepii^ in mind the toots aninuts in e^puuiimity and mdgmis 
in Magnavax or magn^, can you oombine these two roots to 
tern a noon m e an i ng , etymologically, largeness of mind? 

Ctti you dgqrs oat the 
a#)ctive ftmn, endin g in -our, of the noon yon have oomUiiGited? 
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2. If equilateral means equal-sided, can you construct an adjec* 

tive meaning two-sided? 

3. Trans- is a prefix meaning across. Build a verb meaning to 

write across (from one form or language to another): 
What is the noun derived 


from this verb? 


4. What disease was so named on the erroneous assumption that 

it wiis caused by “bad air?” 

5. Facio may appear in English words as fee-. Using the prefix 

con-, together, can you form a noun sometimes used as a synonym 
for candy, cake, or ice cream (etymologically, “something made 
together”)? 


{Answers in Chapter 18) 


THE THRILL OF RECOGNITION 

You have been adding, over the past twenty-three sessions, 
hundreds of words to your vocabulary; you have been learning 
hundreds of prefixes, roots, and suffixes that make it possible for 
you to figure out the meaning of many unfamiliar words you may 
come across in your reading. 

As time goes on and you notice more and more of the words 
you have studied whenever you read, or whenever you listen to 
lectures, the radio, or TV, the thrill of recognition plus the imme- 
diate comprehension of complex ideas will provide a dividend of 
incalculable value. 

You will hear these words in conversation, and you will begin 
to use them yourself, unself-consciously, whenever something you 
want to say is best expressed by one of the words that exactly 
verbalizes your thinking. Another priceless dividend! 

So keep on! You are involved in a dividend-paying activity thdi 
will eventually make you intellectually rich. 


{End of Session 23) 
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Brief Intermission Five- 


HOW TO SPEAK NATURALLY 


Consider this statement by Louis Bromfield, a noted author: "If I, 
as a novelist, wrote dialogue for my characters which was meticu- 
lously grammatical, the result would be the creation of a speech 
which rendered the characters pompous and unreal.** 

And this one by Jacques Barzun, former literary critic for 
Harpefs: "Speech, after all, is in some measure an expression of 
diaracter, and flexibility in its use is a good way to tell your 
friends from the robots.** 

Consider also this puckish remark by the late Clarence Darrow: 
"Even if you do leam to speak correct English, who are you going 
to speak it to?'* 

These are tyixcal reactions of professional people to the-old re- 
strictions of formal English grammar. Do the actual teachers of 
English feel the same way? Again, some typical statements: 

"Experts and authorities do not make decisions and rules, by 
logic or otherwise, about correctness,** said E, A. Cross, then Pro- 
fessor of En^h at the Greel^, Colorado, College of Education. 
"All they can do is observe the customs of cultivated and 
educated people and report their flndings.** 

**Orammar is only an analysis after the facts, a post-mortem on 
usage,*’ said Stephen Leacock in How To Write, "Usage comes 
first and usage must rule." 

One way to discover current trends in usage is to poll a cross 
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section oC peqf»le who use the language piofesskmidny^ ioqfuinng as 
to their opinioa of the aoc^tability, in everyday ^ee^ ^ certain 
specific and controversial expressions. A questionnaife I prepared 
recently was answered by eighty-two such people — thirty-one an- 
thers, seven book reviewers, thirty-three editois, and eleven pro- 
fessors of English. The results, some of vdiich will be detailed 
below, may possibly prove startling to you if you have been condi- 
tioned to believe, as most of us have, that correct English is rigid, 
unchangeable, and exclusively dependent on grammatical rules. 


TEST YOURSELF 


1 . Californians boast of the healthy climate 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

of their state. 



2. Her new novel is not as good as her first 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

one. 



3. We can*t hardly believe it 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

4. This is /ter. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

5. are you waiting for? 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

6. Please take care of whomever is waiting. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

7. Whom would you like to be if you 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

weren’t yourself? 



8. My wife has been roibhed. 

RIGHT 

WRONG 

9. Is this desert fattening? 

RIGHT 

WRONG 


1. Californians boast of the healthy climate of their state. 

RIGHT. There is a distinction, says formal grammar, between 
healthy and healthful. A person can be healthy — am still quoting 
the nile — if he possesses good health. But climate must be health- 
fui since it is conducive to health. This distinction is sometimes 
observed in writing but rarely in everyday speech, as you have 
probably noticed. Even the dictionaries have stopped splitting 
hairs — they permit you to say healthy no matter whidi of the 
two meanings you intend. 

""Healthy climate*’ was accepted as current educated usage by 
twenty-six of the thirty-three editors who answered die ques- 
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tbmutiiei six of the seven boc^ re^ewers, nine of the eleven pro- 
fessors of Bngfl^ and twenty of die thirty-one 'mithors. The 
earlier distinction^ in short, is rapidly becoming obsolete. 

2. Her new novel is not os gpod as her first one. 

RIOHT. If yon have studied formal grammar, you will recall tha 
after a negative verb the "proper** word is so, not as. Is this rul< 
observed by educated speakers? Hardly ever. 

In reference to the sentence under discussion, author Thomai 
W. Duncan remarked; "I always say — and write — as, much to th< 
distress of my publisher's copyreader. But the fellow is a wretchec 
purist.** 

The tally on this use of as showed seventy-four for, only eigh 
against. 

3. We can't hardly believe it. 

WRONG. Of the eighty-two professional people who answerec 
my questionnaire, seventy-six rejected this sentence; it is eviden 
that can't hardly is far from acceptable in educated speech. Pre 
ferred usage: We can hardly believe it. 

4. This is her. 

WRONG. This substitution of her where the rule requires sh 
was rejected by fifty-seven of my eighty-two respondents. Para 
doxically enou^, although *Tt*s me" and "This is me" are full; 
established in educated speech, "This is her" still seems to be con 
demned by the majority of cultivated speakers. Nevertheless, th< 
average person, 1 imagine, may feel a bit uncomfortable sayinj 
“This is she " — ^it sounds almost too sophisticated. 

This is more than an academic problem. If the voice at thi 
other end of a telephone conversation makes the opening mov< 
with “Td like to speak to Jane Doe [your name, for argument* 
sake],*’ you are, unfortunately, on the horns of a very real di 
Jemma. "This is jAe" may sotmd prissy — ^“This is her" may giv< 
the impression that you’re uneducated. Other choices are equall; 
doubtfbl. ‘Talking!’* is suspiciously businesslike if the call come 
to your home, and T am Jane Doel" may make you feel like thi 
opening line of a high school tableau. The need for a decisioi 
arises several times in a busy day — and, I am sorry to report, thi 
English language is just deficient enough not to be of much help, 
wonder how it would be if you just grunted affably? 
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5. Who are you waiting for? 

RfCHT. Format grammar not only requires wtwm but demands 
that the word order be changed to: “For whom are you waiting?” 
(Just try talking with such formality on everyday occasions and 
see how long youMl keep your friends.) 

Who is the normal, popular form as the first word of a sentence, 
no matter what the grammatical construction; and an opinion by 
Kyle Crichton, a well-known magazine editor, is typical of the 
way many educated people feel. Mr. Crichton says: “The most 
loathsome word (to me at least) in the English language is whom. 
You can always tell a half-educated buffoon by the care he takes 
in working the word in. When he starts it, I kno - ' I am faced with 
a pompous illiterate who is not going to have me long as com- 
pany.” 

The score for acceptance of the sentence as it stands (with 
who) was sixty-six out of eighty-two. If, like most unpedantic 
speakers, you prefer who to whom for informal occasions, or if 
you feel as strongly about whom as Mr. Crichton does, you will be 
happy to hear that modem trends in English are all on your side. 

6. Please take care of whomever is waiting. 

WRONG. Whomever is awkward and a little silly in this sentence 
and brings to mind Franklin P. Adams* famous remark on gram- 
mar: “‘Whom are you?* asked Cyril, for he had been to night 
school.” It is also contrary to grammatical rule. People who are 
willing to be sufficientiy insufferable to use whomever in this con- 
struction have been tempted into error by the adjacent word of. 
They believe that since they arc following a pieposilion with an 
objective pronoun they are speaking impeccable grammar. In ac- 
tuality, however, whomever is not the object of the preposition of 
but the subject of the verb is waiting. Preferable form: Please take 
care of whoever is waiting. 

7. Whom would you like to be if you weren’t yourself? 

WRONG. Here is another and typical example of the damage 
which an excessive reverence for whom can dp to an innocent per- 
son’s speech. Judged by grammatical rule, whom is incorrect in 
this sentence (the verb to be requires who)\ judged by normal 
speech patterns, it is absurd. This use of wimm probably comes 
from an abortive attempt to .sound elegant. 
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8. My mtt has hten robbed. 

RIGHT — ^if something your wife owns was taken by means of 
tiiievery. However, if your wife herself was kidnapped, or in some 
way talked into leaving you, she was stolen, not robbed. To rob is 
to abscond with the contents of something — ^to steal is to walk off 
with the thing itself. Needless to say, both forms of activity are 
highly antisocial and equally illegal. 

9. Is this dererf fattening? 

WRONG. The dessert that is fattening is spelled with two s*s. 
With one s, it’s a desert, like the Sahara. Remember the two s’s in 
dessert by thinking how much you’d like two portions, if only 
your waistline permitted. 
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10 


HOW TO TALK 

ABOUT VARIOUS SPEECH HABITS 

{Sessions 24—27) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


Vhat adjective describes people v#ho: 

• are disinclined to conversation? 

• are brief and to the point in their speech? 

• are blocked or incoherent in their speech? 

• show by their speech that they arejrite and unimaginative? 

• use more words than necessary? 

• are forcefully compelling and logical in their speech? 

• talk rapidly and fluently? 

• are noisy and clamorous? 

• are talkative? 
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SESSION 24 


Perhaps some of your richest and most satisfying experiences ha' 
been with people to whom you can just talk, talk. talk. As yc 
speak, previously untapped springs of ideas and emotions begin 
flow; you hear yourself saying things you never thought you knew 
What kinds of people might you find yourself in conversatic 
with? In this chapter we start by examining ten types, discoverii 
the adjective that aptly describes each one. 


IDEAS 


1 . saying little 

There are some people who just donU like to talk. It’s not th 
they prefer to listen. Good listeners hold up their end of the coi 
vcrsation delightfully — ^with appropriate facial expressions; wii 
empathctic smiles, giggles, and sighs at just the right tim 

and with encoura^png nods or phrases like “Go on!'’, “Fantastic! 
“And then what happened?” 

These people like neither to talk nor to listen — they act as 
conversation is a bore, even a painful waste of time. Try to engaj 
them, and the best you may expect for your efforts is a vaca 
stare, a noncommittal grunt, or an impatie t silence. Finally, 
frustration, you give up, thinking. “Are ih jy self-conscious? L 
they hate people? Do they hate me?'' 

/ Tlic adjective: tacitu 


2. saying little — mea'ning much 

There is a well-known anecdote about Calvin Coolidge, wh 
when he was President, was often called (though probably not 
his face) “Silent Cal”: 



\ yi iuig newspaperwoman was sitting next to him at a banquet, 
the stof7 goes, and turned to him mischievously. 

*Mr. Coolidge/* she said, have a bet with my editor that I 
1 get you to say more than two words to me this evening.’* 

‘You los€/‘ Coolidge rejoined simply. 

The adjective: laconic 


when the words won't come 

Under the pressure of some strong emotion — fear, rage, anger, 
example — people may find it difficult, or even impossible, to 
ei words, to get their feelings unjumbled and untangled enough 
form understandable sentences. They undoubtedly have a lot 
:y want to say, but the best they can do is sputter! 

The adjective: inarticulate 


much talk, little sense 

Miss Bates, a character in Emma, a novel by Jane Austen: 

“So obliging of you! No, we should not have heard, if it had not 
en for this particular circumstance, of her being able to come 
re so soon. My mothei is so delighted! For she is to be three 
)nths with us at least. Three months, she says so, positively, as I 
i going to have the pleasure of reading to you. The case is, you 
^ that the Campbells are going to Ireland. Mrs. Dixon has par- 
aded her father and mother to come over and see her directly. I 
IS going to say, but, however, different countries, and so she 
ote a very urgent letter to her mother, or her father, I declare I 
not know which it was, but we shall see presently in Jane's let- 


The adjective: garrulous* 


unoriginal 

Some people are completely lacking in originality and jmagina- 
m — and their talk shows it. Everything they say is trite, hack- 
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j[^^ed«jCpmmonp1ace, humorless — Qieir speedi patterns are full < 
jslich6s and stereotypes, their phraseology is without sparlde. 

The adjective: ban 


d. words, vrords, words! 

They talk and talk and talk — ^it's not so much the quantity yc 
object to as the repetitiousness. They phrase, rephrase, and n 
rephrase their thoughts — ^using far more words than necessar 
overwhelming you with words, drowning you with them, uni 
your only thought is how to escape, or maybe how to die. 

The adjective: verbo. 


7 ' words in quick succession 

They are rapid, fluent talkers, the words seeming to roll off the 
tongues with such ease and lack of effort, and sometimes wi 
such copiousness^ that you listen with amazement. 

The adjective: yoluh 


8. words that convince ' 

They express their ideas persuasively, forcefully, brilliantly, ai 
in a way that caUs for wholehearted assent and agreement from ; 
mtelligent listener. 

The adjective: cog« 


9. the sound and the fury 

Their talk is loud, noisy, clamorous^ vehement What may 
lacking in content is compensated for iff fpree and loudness. 

^ The adjective: yodferc 


10. quontity 

They talk a lot — a whoie lot They may be voluble, vocifeioi 
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gam doitt. vexbbse, but never inarticulate^ taciturn* or laconic. No 
niatter. lt*s the quantity and continuity that are most conspicuous. 
*‘Were you vaccinated with a phonograph needle?** is the question 
you are tempted to adc as you listen. 

The adjective: loquacious 


These ten words revolve around the idea of varying kinds and 
ways of talking and not talking. Many of the adjectives arc close 
in meaning, but each contains its unique difference. 

QUALITY 

ADJECTIVE 

1. silence, unresponsiveness 

taciturn 

2. economy, brevity, meaningfulncss 

laconic 

3. awkwardness, sputtering, incoherence 

inarticulate 

4. rambline chatter 

garrulous 

5. hackneyed, unoriginal phraseology 

banal 

6. wordiness, repetitiousness 

verbose 

7. fluency, rapidity 

voluble 

8. lo^c, clarity, persuasiveness 

cogent 

9. noise, vehemence 

vociferous 

10. talkativeness 

loquacious 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. taciturn 

2. laconic 

3. inarticulate 

4. garrulous 

5. banal 

6. verbose 

7. voluble 

8. cogent 

9. vociferous 
10. loquacious 


TAS'-a-tum 

la-KON'-ik 

in^-ahr-TlK^a-bt 

GAIR'-a-las 

BAY'-nal 

vor-BOS' 

VOL'.yo-bal 

v6-SIK*or-as 

lO-KWAY'*shas 





Can you work with the words? 


1. taciturn 

a. chattering meaninglessly 

2. laconic 

b. wordy 

3. inarticulate 

c. trite, hackneyed, unoriginal 

4. garrulous 

d. fluent and rapid 

5. banal 

e. noisy, loud 

6, verbose 

f. sputtering unintelligibly 

7. voluble 

g. talkative 

8. cogent 

h. brilliantly compelling, per- 


suasive 

9. vociferous 

i unwilling to engage in con- 


versation 

10. loquacious 

j. using few words packed with 


meaning 


KEY: 1-i, 2-j. 3-f, 4^, 5-c, 6-b, 7-^. 8-h, 9-c, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 

1. Do taciturn people usually make others 
feel comfortable and welcome? 

2. Does a laconic speaker use more words 
than necessary? 

3. Does rage make some people 
inarticulate? 

4. Is it interesting to listen to garrulous old 
mcA? 

5. Do banal speakers show a great deal of 
origipality? 

6. Is verbose a complimentary ferm? 

7. Is it easy to be voluble when you don’t 
know the subject you are talking about? 

8. Do unintelligent people usually make 
cogent statements? 

9. Is a vociferous demand ordinarily made 
by a shy, quiet person? 


YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
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YES NO 


10. l>>lb9»addE5pec^te spend more tte 
talking than liiteningi? 


KEY: 1-no, 2Htto, 3-ycs, 4-no, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, ^o, 
10-yes 


Can you recall the words? 

Do you know that new nerve patterns are formed by repeated • 
actions? As a vety young child, you tied your shoelaces and but- 
toned your clothing with great concentration — ^the activity was 
directed, controlled, purposeful, exciting. As you grew older and 
more skillful, you tied and buttoned with scarcely a thought of 
what you were doing. Your fingers flew about their task almost au- 
tomatically — ^for the habit had formed a nerve pattern and the ac- 
tion needed little if any conscious attention. 

Thafs simple enough to understand. If you do not remember 
your own experiences, you can observe the phenomenon of strug- 
gling with a skill, mastering it, and finally making it a self-starting 
habit by watching any young child. Or you can simply take my 
word for it. 

You need not take my word for the way a mastery of new ' 
words is acquired. You can see in yourself, as you work with this 
book, how adding words to your vocabulary is exactly analogous 
to a child’s mastery of shoelacing. First you struggle with the con- 
cepts; then you eventually master them; finaUy, by frequent work 
with the new words (now you see the reason for the great number 
of exercises, the repetitious writing, saying, thinking) you build up 
new nerve patteins and you begin to use the new words with 
scarcely any consciousness of what you are doing. 

Watch this common but important phenomenon closely as you 
do the next exercise. Your total absorption of the material so tar 
has given you complete mastery of our ten basic words. Prove that 
you are begiiining to form new nerve patterns in relation to these 
words by writing the one that fits each brief definition. The more 
quickly you think of the word that applies, the surer you can be 
that using these words will soon be as automatic and unself-con- 
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sctous as putting on your shoes or buttoning/zipping yourself up in 


the morning. 

1. talkative 1. L. 

2. n(Msy» vehement^ clamorous 2. V. 

3. incoherrat; sputtering 3. 

4. gabbing ceaselessly and with 4. G. 

little meaning 

5. disinclined to conversation 5. T. 

6. talking in hackneyed 6. B. 

phraseology 

7. showing a line economy in the 7. L. 

use of words 

8. forceful and convincing 8. C. 

9. talking rapidly and fluently 9. V. 

10. using more words than 10. V. 

necessary 


KEY: 1-loquacious, 2-vocifcrous, 3-inaiticulate, 4-garrulous, 
5~t&citum, 6-banal, 7-laconic, 8<xCOgent, 9-vo1uble, 
lO-verbose 


of Session 24) 


SESSION 25 

ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. obpel keepSog one's mouth skill 

If you let your mind play over some of the taciturn people you 
know, you will realize that their abnormal disinclination to con- 
versation makes them seem morose, sullen, and unfriendly. Cal 
Coolldge's tachtimity was world-famous, and no one, 1 am sure. 
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ever conceived of him as dteeiful» overfriendly» or particulariy so- 
ciable. There are doubtless many possible causes of such veit>al 
rejection of the world: perhaps lack of sdif-assurance, feelings of 
inadequacy or hostility, excessive seriousness or btrosged^ or 
just plain having nothing to say. Maybe^ in Cooiki|^*$ "case, he 
was saving up his words — after he did not **choose to run** in 
1928, he wrote a daily column for the New York Herald Tribune 
at a rumored price of two dollars a word — and, according to ri'^ost 
critics (probably all Democrats), he had seemed wiser when he 
kept silent. Coolidge hailed from New England, and taciturnity 
(tas-s-TURN'-o-tee) in that part of the country, so some people, 
say, is considered a virtue. >^o knows, the. cause may be geo- 
graphical and climatic, rather than psychological. 

Taciturn is from a Latin verb taceo, to be silent, and is one of 
those words whose full meaning cannot be expressed by any other 
combination of syllables. It has many synonyms, among them si- 
lent, uncommunicative, reticent, reserved, secretive, close-lipped, 
and close-mouthed; but no other word indicates the permanent, 
habitual, and temperamental disinclination to talk implied by taci- 
turn. 


2. better left unsaid 

Tacit (TAS'-it) derives also from taceo. 

Here is a man dying of cancer. He suspects what his disease is, 
and everyone else, of course, knows. Yet he never mentions the 
dread word, and no one who \irits him ever breathes a syll^le of 
it in his hearing. It is tacitly understood by all concerned that the 
word will remain forever unspoken. 

(Such a situation today, however, or miqr not be ty]deail— 
there appean to be a growing tendency amoi^ l^ysidaos and 
family to be open and honest with people who are dyiitg.) 

Consider another situation; 

An executive is engaging in extncuxcieiilar activities wUh ta 
secretary. Yet during office tisie Ih^ are as formal and d is tant 
any two human beings can well be. Nehher of diem ever said to 
the other, *^ow, look here, we may be lovers after five o*dock, 
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\m between nine and five we must fueserve die utmost decooiin» 
ckxjT* Such speech, such a veibal arrangement, is considered un- 
necessary — so we may say that the two have a tacit agreement 
(i.e., nothing was ever actuaUy said) to maintain a complete 
employer-employee relationship during office hours. 

Anything tadt, then, is unspoken, unsaid, not verbalized. We 
qpeak of a tacit agreement, arrangement, acceptance, rejection, as- 
sent, refusal, etc. A person is never called tacit. 

The noun is tacitness (TASMt-nas). (Bear in mind that you 
can transform any adjective into a noun by adding -ness, though 
in many cases there may be a more sophisticated, or more com- 
mon, noun form.) 

Changing the a of the root taceo to t, and adding the prefix re-, 
again, and the adjective suffix -ent, we can construct the English 
word reticent (REP-a-sant). 

Someone is reticent who prefers to keep silent, whether out of 
shyness, embarrassment, or fear of revealing what should not be 
revealed. (The idea of “againness” in the prefix has been lost in 
the current^neaning of the word.) 

We have frequently made nouns out of -ent adjectives. Write 

two possible noun forms of reticent: ^ , 

or, less commonly, 


3. fctk, talk, talk I 

Loquacious people love to talk. This adjective is not necessarily 
a put-down, but the implication, when you so characterize such 
people, is that you wish they would pause for breath once in a 
while so that you can get your licks in. The noun is loquacity (Id- 
KWAS'-d-tee), or, of course, loquaciousness. 

The word derives from Latin loquor, to speak, a root found 
also in: 

1. soliloquy (sd-LlL'-o-kwee) — a speech to oneself {Icquor 
plus solus, alone), or, etymologically, a speech when alone. 

We often talk to ourselves, but usually silently, the words going 
tbtoaqfi our minds but not actually passing our lips. The term so- 
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liloquy Is commonly applied to utterances made in a play by diar- 
acters >vho are speaking their thoughts aloud so the audience 
won't have to guess. The soliloquist (sa-LlL'-o-kwist) may be 
alone; or other members of the cast may be present on stage, but 
of course they don’t hear what’s being said, because they’re not 
supposed to know. Eugene O’Neill made novel uses of soliloquies 
in Mourning Becomes Electro — the characters made honest dis- 
closures of their feelings and thoughts to the audience, but kept the 
other players in the dark. 

The verb is to soliloquize (so-LIL'-o-kwIz’). 

2. A ventriloquist (ven-TRIL'-d-kwist) is one who can throw 

his voice. A listener thinks the sound is coming from some source 
other than the person speaking. The combining root is Latin 
venter, ventris, belly; etymologically, ventriloquism (ven-TRIL'- 
d-kwiz-am) is the art of ‘^speaking from the belly.” The adjective 
is ventriloquistic (ven-tril'-o-KWIS-tik). Can you figure out how 
the verb will end? Write the verb: ... 

3. Colloquial (ko-L<y-kwee-dl) combines loquor, to speak, 
with the prefix con-, (Con- is spelled co/- before a root starting 
with /; cor- before a root starting with r; com- before a root start* 
ing with m, p, or b.) When people speak together they are engag- 
ing in conversation — and their language is usually more informal 
and less rigidly grammatical than what you might expect in writing 
or in public addresses. Colloquial patterns are perfectly correct — 
they are simply informal, and suitable to everyday conversation. 

A colloquialism (ke-LO'-kwee-o-liz-em), therefore, is a conr 
versational-style expression, like *‘He hasn’t got any” or “Who are 
you going with?” as contrasted to the formal or literary ”He has 
none” or ”With whom are you going?” Colloquial English is the 
English you and I talk on everyday occasions — ^it is not slangy, 
vulgar, or illiterate. 

4. A circumlocution (sur-kom-10-KY(}D'-shen) is, etymo* 
logically, a “talking around” {circum-, around). Any way of cot* 
pressing an idea that is roundabout or, indirect is drcunUoaOory 
(sur'-kem-LOK'-ye-tawr'-ee) — you are now famiUar with ^ 
common adjective sufilx -cry. 
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REVIEW OF ETY/MOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 


SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. taceo 

to be silent 

2. -i/y 

noun suffix 

3. -ness 

noun suffix 

4. ’•ent 

adjective suffix 

5. •€nce,’^ncy 

noun suffix 

6. re- 

again 

7. loquor 

to speak 

8. solus 

alone 

9. -ist 

one who 

10. -ize 

verb suffix 

11. venter, ventris 

belly 

12. ^ 

adjective suffix 

13. -ous 

adjective suffix 

14. con-, col-, com-, 

with, together 

cor- 


15. -at 

adjective suffix 

16. -ism 

noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 


WORKING WITH THE WORDS 


Con you pronounou Hm words? 

1. taciturnity 

2. tatit 

3. taeitnea 

4. reticent 

5. reticent 

6. reticency 


tas-o-TURN'-a-tee 

TAy-it 

TAS'-9t-nas 

RET-o-sant 

RET-a-sans 

RFT-a-saii-see 
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7. loquaciousness 

8. loquacity 

9. soliloquy 

10. soliloquist 

11. soliloquize 

12. ventriloquist 

13. ventriloquism 

14. ventriloquistic 

15. ventriloquize 

16. colloquial 

17. colloquialism 

18. circumlocution 

19. circumlocutory 


Can you work with the words? 

1. taciturnity 


2. tacitncss 

3. reticence 

4. loquacity 

5. soliloquy 

6. ventriloquism 

7. colloquialism 

8. circumlocution 


l6-KWAY'-^a6-nas 

lO-KWAS'-c-tee 

s»-LUy*^kwee 

sd-LIL'-a-kwist 

Sd-LlL'-o-kwTz' 

vcn^-TRIL'-c-kwist 

ven-TRIL'-a-kwiz-om 

vcn-tril'-a-KWIS'-tik 

vcn-TRlL'-d-kivlz' 

ko-LO'-kwce-al 

ka-LO'-kwee-o-liz-cm 

sur'-ksun-lO-KYCJD'-shcn 

sur^-kam-LOK'-ya-tawr^-ee 


a. unwillingness to talk, or dis- 
close» out of fear* shyness* re- 
serve, etc. 

b. talking* or a speech* “to one- 
self’ 

c. art of throwing one’s voice 

d. unwillingness to engage in 
conversation 

e. informal expression used in 
everyday conversation 

1 state of being understood 
though not actually expressed 

g. a talking around; metlfod of 
talking indirectly or- in a 
roundabout way 

h. talkativeiiess 


KEY: l-d.2^,3-a,4^5-b,6-e,7-e,8-« 
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Do you undorsfond Hio words? 

1. A tacit understanding is put into words. 

2 v Inhibited p eople are seldom reticent 
about expressing anger. 

3. A 5o/r7o9idr/ expresses his thoughts 
aloud. 

4. A ventriioquistic performance on stage 
involves a dummy who appears to be 
talking. 

5. A co//o^i#/n/ style of writing is 
ungrammatical. 

6. Circumlocutory speech is direct and 

forthright- 

7. Inarticulate people are generally given to 
loquaciousness. 

8. A ^o/i/o^uy Is a dialogue. 


TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 
TRUE FALSE 


KEY: l-F, 2-.F, 3-T, 4~T, 5-F, b-F, 7-^F, 8-F 


Con you recall the words? 


1. to speak to oneself 1. S. 

2. to throw one’s voice 2. V. 

3. unwillingness to engage in 3. T. 

conversation 

4. unspoken 4 T. 

5. referring to an indirect, 5. C. 

roundabout style of 

expression (nd/.) 

6. suitable for inforaial 6. CL 

conversation 

7. talkativeness 7. L. 

or L. 

8. reluctance to express one’s 8. R. 

( or tliou^ts or R 
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9. a spe^h to oneself, e^>edally 9. S. 

in a play 

10. an indirect, roundabout 10. C 

expression 


KEY: 1-soliloquize, 2-ventriloquize, ^-taciturnity, 4-tadC, 
5-circuinlocutory, 6-colloquial, 7-loquaciousness or lo- 
quacity, 8-reticence or reticency, 9-soliloquy, lO-cir- 
cumlocution 


(End of Session 25) 


SESSION 26 

ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. a Spartan virtue 

In ancient Sparta, originally known as Laconia, the citizens 
were long-suffering, hard-bitten, stoical, and military-minded, and 
were even more noted for their economy of speech than Ver- 
monters, if that is possible. Legend has it that when Philip of 
Macedonia was storming the gates of Sparta (or Laconia), he sent 
a message to the besieged king saying, ‘If we capture your city we 
will bum it to the ground.** A one-word answer came back: “If.** 
It was now probably Philip’s turn to be speechless, thon^ history 
does not record his reaction. 

It Is from the name Laconia that we derive our word laconic — 
pitl^ . concise, ecbnomical in the use of words almost to the point 
of Oirtnc^; precisely the opposite of verbose. 

Like die'man who was waiting at a lunch counter for a ham 
sandwkfa. When it was ready, the clerk inquired politely, “Will 
you eat it here, or take it with you?** 

“Both,** was the laconic reply. 
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Or like the woman who was watching a lush imbibing jl rv ma 
,tiius.at a Third Avenue bar in New York City. The drunk do^ 
the contents of each cocktail glass at one gulp, daintily nibblfj l ar 
swallowed the bowl, then finally turned the glass over and ate tl 
base. The stem he threw into a corner. Thus amazing gustatoi 
feat went on for half an hour, until a dozen stems were l)^ng sha 
tered in the corner, and the drunk had chewed and swallowt 
enough bowls and bases to start a glass factory. He sudden 
turned to the lady and asked belligerently, “I suppose you thir 
Fm cuckoo, don’t you?” “Sure — the "stem is the best part,” wi 
the laconic answer. 

(It was doubtless this same gentleman. In his accustomed sta 
of intoxication, who found himself painfully weaving his w£ 
along WUshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills, California — ^he h£ 
somehow gotten on a TWA jetliner instead of the subway — ^whe 
he realized, almost too late, that he v.as going to bump into 
smartly dressed young woman who had just stepped out of h* 
Mercedes-Benz to go window-shopping along the avenue. 1- 
quickly veered left, but by some unexplainable magnetic attraetk 
womanTVS^red in the same direction, again making collisic 
apparently inevitable. With an adroit maneuver, the drunk swiu 
to the ri^t — ^the lady, by now thoroughly disoriented, did tl 
same. Finally both jammed on the brakes and came to a de£ 
stop, face to face, and not six inches apart; and as the alcohol 
fumes assailed the young lady’s nostrils, she sneered at the reel 
ing, swaying man, as much in frustration as in contempt: “01 
How gauche!” “Fine!” was his happy response. “How goesh wii 
you?” This answer, however, is not laconic, merely confused.) 

We have learned that -ness, ~ity, and -ism arc suflixes th 
transform adjectives into nouns — and all three can be used wi 
laconic: 

. . . with characteristic laconicness (b-KON'-ak-nas) 

... her usual laconicity (lak'-a-NlS'-a-tee) 

... his habitual laconism (LAK'- 9 -niz-am) 

. . . with, for him, unusual laconicism (la-KON'-a-siz-om) 

A laconism is also the expression itself that is pithy and cooek 
as the famous report from a naval commander in World War 1 
sub, sank same.” 
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2. brilliant 


Cogent is a term of admiration. A cogent argument is well put, 
convincing, hardly short of brilliant. Cogency (K6'-jan-see) 
shows a keen mind, an ability to think clearly and logically. The 
word derives from the Latin verb cogo, to drive together, compel, 
force. A cogent argument compels acceptance because of its logic, 
its persuasiveness, its appeal to one's sense of reason. 


3. bock to talk 

You will recall that loquor, to speak, is the source of loquacity, 
soliloquy, ventriloquism, colloquialism, circumlocution. This root 
IS also the base on which eioquent (EL'-o-kwant), magniloquent 
(mag-NIL'-a-kwant), and grandiloquent (gran-DIL'-a-kwant) 
are bailt. 

The eloquent person speaks out (e-, from ex-, out), is vividly 
expressive, fluent, forceful, or persuasive in language (“the prose- 
cutor’s eloquent plea to the juiy”). The word is partially synony- 
mous with cogent, but cogent implies irresistible logical reasoning 
md intellectual keenness, while eloquent suggests artistic expres- 
sion, strong emotional appeal, the skillful use of language to move 
and arouse a listener. 

Magniloquent {magnus, large) and grandiloquent (grandis, 
grand) are virtually identical in meaning. Magniloquence or gran- 
diloquence is the use of hich-flown. CTandiose. even pompous lan- 
guage; of large and impressive words; of lofty, flowery, or over- 
elegant phraseology. Home is a place of residence; wife is 
helpmate, helpmeet, or better half; women are the fair sex; chil- 
dren are offspring or progeny; a doctor is a member of the medi- 
cal fraternity; people are the species Homo sapiens, etc., etc. 

Loquacious, verbose, voluble, and garrulous people are all talk- 
ative; but each type, you will recall, has a special quality. 

If you are loquacious, you talk a lot because you like to talk 
and doubtless have a lot to say. 

If you are verbose, you smother your ideas with excess words, 
with such an overabundance of words that your listener either 
drops into a state of helpless confusion or falls asleep. 
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If you are voluble, you speak rapidly, fluently, glibly, without 
hesitation, stutter, or stammer; you are vocal, verbal, and highl) 
articulate. 

If you are garrulous, you talk constantly, and usually aimless!) 
and meaningjessly, about trifles. We often hear the word used k 
“a garrulous old man” or “a garrulous old woman,” since in ver) 
adimnced age the mind may wander and lose the ability to dis 
criminate between the important and the unimportant, betweer 
the interesting and the dull. 

Verbose is from Latin verbum, word — the verbose person « 
wordy. 

Voluble comes from Latin volvo, volutus, to roll — words effort- 
lessly roll of! the voluble speaker's tongue. 

And garrulous derives from Latin garrio, to chatter — a garru- 
lous talker chatters away like a monkey. 

The sufi^ -ness can be added to all these adjectives to fom’ 
nouns. Alternate noun forms end in -i/y; 

verbosity (var-BOS'-a-tee) 

volubility (voi'-ya-BIL'-o-tee) 

garrulity (g^-RdDL'-o-tee) 


4. at large 

We discovered magnus, large, big, great, in Chapter 9, ii 
discussing Magnavox (etymologically, “big voice”), and find I 
again in magniloquent (etymologically, “talking big”). The roo 
occurs in a number of other words: 

1. Magnanimous (mag-NAN'-a-raas) — big-hearted, generous 
forgiving (etymologically, “great-minded”). (Magnus plu; 
animus, mind.) We'll discuss this word in depth in Chapter 12. 

2. Magnate (MAG'-nayt) — a person of great power o 
influence, a big wheel, as a business magnate, 

3. Magnify — to make larger, or make seem larger (magnu 
plus -fy from facio, to make), as in ^'magnify your problems.” 

4. Magnificent — magnus plus fie-, from facio, 

5. Magnitude — magnus plus the common noun suffix -tude, a 
in fortitude, multitude, gratitude, etc. 
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6. Magnum (as of champagne or wine) — a large bottle, gener* 
lly two fifths of a gallon. 

7. Magnum opus (MAG'-nom O'-pes) — etymologically, a “big 
rk"; actually, the greatest work, or masterpiece, of an artist, 

riter, or composer. Opus is the Latin word for work; the plural 
E opus is used in the English word opera, etymologically, “a 
umber of works,” actually a musical drama containing oyefflre, 
nging, and other forms of music, i.e., many musical works. The 
jrb form opero, to work, occurs in operate, co-operate, operator^ 
:c. 


, words, words, words I 

Latin verhum is word. A verb is the important word in a sen- 
:nce; verbatim (vor-BAY'-tim) is word-for-word (a verbatim re- 
on). 

Verbal (VUR'-bal), ending in the adjective suffix -a/, may refer 
:ther to a verb, or to words in general (a verbal fight); or it may 
lean, loosely, oral or spoken, rather than written (verbal agree- 
icnt or contract); or, describing people (“she is quite verbal**), it 
ay refer to a ready ability to put feelings or thoughts into words. 
Working from verbal, can you add a common verb suffix to 

)rni a word meaning to put into words? 

Verbiage (VUR'-bee has two meanings: an excess of words 
“Such verbiage!**)', or a style or manner of using words (medical 
trbiage, military verbiage). 


. roll on, and on! 

Volvo, volutus, to roll, the source of voluble, is the root on 
hich many important English words are based. 

Revolve (ro-VOLV') — roll again (and again), or keep turning 
)und. Wheels revolve, the earth revolves around the sun, the cyl-* 
ider of a revolver revolves. (The prefix is re-, back or again.) 

The noun is revolution (rev-^LOD'-shon), which can be one 
Jch complete rolling, or, by logical extension, a radical change 
f any sort (TV was responsible for a revolution in the entertain- 
lent inclustrv), especially political (the Ame»-ican, or French, 
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Revolution^. The adjective revolutionary (rev'-e-lXSy-shen-air'- 
ee) introduces us to a new adjective su^, -ory, as in contrary, 
disciplinary, stationary, imaginary, etc. (But -ary is sometimes 
also a noun suflix, as in dictionary, commentary, etc.) 

Add diiSeient prefixes to volvo to construct two more English 
words: 

1. involve — etymologically, *‘roli in*’ (“I didn’t want to get m- 
vo/ved/*'). Noun: involvement. 

2. evolve (e-VOLV') — etymologically, “roll out” (e-, out); 
hence to unfold, or gradually develop (“The final plan evolved 
from some informal discussions”; “The political party evolved 
from a group of interested citizens who met frequently to protest 
government actions”). 

By analogy with the forms derived from revolve, can you con- 
struct the noun and adjective of evolve? Noun: 

Adjective: 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. Laconia 

2. -ness 

3. •‘ism 

4. -/fy 

5. e- {ex-) 

6. -ent 

7. -ence 

8. magnus 

9. grandis 

10. verbum 

11. volvo, volutus 

12. garrio 

13. animus 

14. -fy 

15. -tilde 

16. opus 


MEANING 

Sparta 
noun suffix 
noun suffix 
noun suffix 
out 

adjective suffix 

noun suffix 

big 

grand 

word 

to roll 

to chatter 

mind 

to make 

noun suffix 

work 


ENGLISH WORD 
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17. opero 

to work 

18. -<11 

adjective sufUx 

[9. -ize 

verb suffix 

20. re- 

again, back 

21. -ary 

adjective suffix 

12. in- 

in 


USING me WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (1) 


1. laconicity 

2. laconism 

3. laconicism 

4. eloquent 

5. eloquence 

6. magniloquent 

7. magniloquence 

8. grandiloquent 

9. grandiloquence 

0. verbosity 

1. volubility 

2. garrulity 

3. cogency 


lak'-d-NIS'-a-tee 

LAK'-a-niz-sm 

la-KON^-a-siz-am 

FL'-a-kwant 

EL'-o-kwajis 

mag-NIU-a-kwant 

mag-N I L'-a-kwanr, 

graji-DlL'-a-kwont 

gran-DIL'-a-kwons 

var-BOS'-a-tee 

vol'-ya-BIL'-a-tee 

ga-ROO'-la-tee 

Ko'-jan-sce 


Ton you pronounce the words? (H) 


1. rnagnanimous 

2. magnate 

3. magnum opus 

4. verbatim 

5. verbal 

6. verbalize 

7. verbiage 

8. revolve 

9. revolution 

0. revolutionary 


mag-NAN'-a-mas 

MAG'-nayt 

MAG'-naiTi O'-pas 

var-BAYMim 

VUR'-bal 

VUR'-ba-ITzT 

VUR'-bcc-aj 

ra-VOLV' 

rev'-a-LC3G'«shan 

rcv'-a-LCD'sha-nair'-cc 



11. evolve 

12. evolution 

13. evolutionary 


ChVOL\r 

cv'-a-jLOO'-shan 

ev'-«-LOD'-sh«-nair'-co 


Can you work with the words? (I) 

1. laconicity 

2. eloquence 

3. magniloquence 

4. verbosity 

5. volubility 

6. garrulity 

7. magnum opus 

8. magnate 

9. revolution 

10. evolution 

11. cogency 


a. floweriness, pompousness, or 
elegance In speech 

b. incessant chatter with little 
meaning 

c. big wheel; important or in- 
fluential person 

d. great artistic work; master- 
piece 

e. a gradual unfolding or devel- 
opment; “a rolling out” 

f. ”a rolling round”; radical 
change; political upheaval 

g. great economy in speech 

h. fluency, ease, and/or rapid- 
ity of speech 

i. great, artistic, or emotional 
expressiveness 

j. wordiness 

k. persuasiveness through logic; 
keen-inindedness in reason- 
ing 


KEY: 1-g, 2-i, 3-a, 4-j, S-h, 6-b, 7-d, 8-c, 9-f. 10-e, 11-k 


Con you work with the words? (II) 


1. laconism 

2. verbiage 

3. verbalize 


a. word for word 

b. to put into words 

c. causing, or resulting from 
radical change; new and tO' 
tally different 
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4. verbal 

5. verbatim 

6. revolutionary 

7. evolutionary 

8. grandiloquent 

9. eloquent 

0. magnanimous 


d. resulting or devde^ing grad- 
ually from (something) 

e. expressive; emotionally mov- 
ing 

f. pithiness or economy of ex- 
pression; word or phrase 
packed with meaning 

g. big-hearted; generous, forgiv- 
ing 

h. referring or pertaining to, or 
involving, words; oral, rather 
than written 

i. using flossy, flowery, elegant, 
or impressive phraseology 

j. wordiness; style or manner of 
using words; type of words 


:Ey: 1-f, 2-j, 3-.b, 4-h, 5-^, 6-o, 7-d, 8-i. 9-^, 10-g 


>o you understand the words? 

1 . Is laconicism characteristic of a verbose 
speaker? 

2 Does a magniloquent speaker use short, 
simple words? 

3 Does a frog evolve from a tadpole? 

4. Is an eloquent speaker interesting to 

listen to? 

5 Do verbose people use a lot of 
verbiage? 

6. Is volubility characteristic of an 
inarticulate person? 

7. Does verbosity show a careful and 
economical use of words? 

8 Is a verbal person usually inarticulate? 
Is a magnun opus one of the lesser 
works of a writer, artist, or composer? 


YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 
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YES NQ 


10. Is a magnanimous person selfish and 
petty-minded? 


KEY; 1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-ycs, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 
10-no 


Can you recall the words? 

1 . gradually unfolding, resulting, 
or developing (adj.) 

2. causing, or resulting from, 
radical change iadj.) 

3. quality of conciseness and 
economy in the use of words 


4. c::prei.''/iveness in the use of 
words 

5. turn round and round 

6. important person, as in the 
commercial world 

7. unselfish; generous; noble in 
motive; big-hearted; forgiving 

8. using words easily; vocal; 
articulate; referring to, or 
involving, words; oral, rather 
than written 

9. style of word usage; type of 
words; overabundance of 
words 

10. wordiness; quality of using 
excess words . 

1 1. elegance in word usage 

12. quality of chattering on and on 
about trivia, or with little 
meaning 

13. fluency and ease in speech 


1. E- 

2. R. 

3. L. 
or L.. 
or 

or L- 

4. E.. 

5. R. 

6. M. 

7. M. 

8. V_ 


9. V. 


10. V_ 

11. M 
or G- 

12. G- 




word for word 14. V- 

masterpiece; great artistic work 15. M_ _0- 

). persuasiveness and forcefulness 16. CL. 
in speech or writing through 
closely reasoned logic 


-•Y: 1 -evolutionary, 2-revolutionary, 3-laconism, laconicism, 
laconicity, or laconicness, 4-eloquence, 5-rcvolve, 6-mag- 
natc, 7-magnaninious, 8-vcrbal, 9-vcrbiagc, 10-verbosity, 
1 1-niagiiiloquence or grandiloquence, 12-garrulity, 13— vol- 
ubility, 14— verbatim, 15-magnum opus, 16-cogency 


(End of Session 26) 


SESSION 27 


IGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


front and back— and uncles 

he ventriloquist appears to talk from the belly (venter, ventris 
s loquor) rather than through the lips (or such was the strange 
cepiion of the person who first used the word). 

'enter, ventris, belly, is the root on which ventral (VEN'- 
) and ventricle are built. 

he ventral side of an animal, for example, is the front or an- 
ior side — the belly side. 

ventricle (VEN'-tr^-kal) is a hollow organ or cavity, or, logi- 
y enough, belly, as one of the two chambers of the heart, or 
of the four chambers of the brain. The ventricles of the heart 
the lower chambers, and receive blood from the auricles, or 
'Cr chambers. The auricl^ (AW'-ra-kal), so named because it 
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is somewhat ear-shaped (Latin aurb, ear), receives blood frc 
the veins; the auricles send the blood into the yentricles, which 
turn pump the blood into the arteries. (It’s all very complicate 
but fortunately it works.) 

The adjective form of ventricle is ventricular (ven-TRIK'-j 
br), which may refer to a ventricle, or may mean having a beii 
like bulge. 

Now that you see how ventricular is formed from ventric 

can you figure out the adjective of auricle? 

How about the adjective of vehicle? 

Of circle? 

No doubt you wrote auricular (aw-RIK'-ya-br), vehicular, ai 
circular, and have discovered that nouns ending in <le from a 
jectives ending in -^ular. 

So you can now be the first person on your block to figure c 
the adjective derived from: 

clavicle: 

cuticle: HI 

vesicle: 

testicle: 

uncle: 

The answers of course are clavicular, cuticular, vesicular, te 
ticular — and for uncle you have every right to shout “No fair 
(But where is it written that life is fair?) 

The Latin word for uncle (actually, uncle on the mother’s sidt 
is avunculus, from which we get avuncular (a-VUNG'-kya-br 
referring to an uncle. 

Now what about an uncle? Well, traditional or stereotypical u 
cles are generally kindly, permissive, indulgent, protective — ar 
often give helpful advice. So anyone who exhibits one or more 
such traits to another (usually younger) person is avuncular < 
acts in an avuncular capacity. 

So, at long last, to get back to ventral. If there’s a front or be) 
side, anatomically, there must be a reverse — a back side. This 
the dorsal (DAWR'-sal) side, from Latin dorsum, the root o 
which the verb endorse (en-DAWRS') is built. 



If you endorse a dieck, you sign it on the back side; if you en- 
lorse a plan, an idea, etc., you back it, you express your approval 
)T support The noun is endorsement (en-DAWRS'-^ant). 


{ 2 . the noise and the fury 

Vociferous derives from Latin vox, vtKis, voice (a root you met 

i n Chapter 9), plus fero, to bear or cany. A vociferous re joinder 
carries a lot of voice — ^i.e., it is vehement, loud, noisy, clam orous, 
touting. The noun is vocifefbusness (v6-SIF'-a-ros^5sT;nffifc 
r'erb is to vociferate (vd-SIF'-d-rayt'). Can you form the noun 
Iderived from the verb? 

|3. to sleep or not to sleep — ^that is the question 

j The root fero is found also in somniferous (som-NlP-d-ros), 
banying, bearing, or brin^g sleep. So a somniferous lecture is so 
dull and boring that it is sleep>inducing. 

Fero is combined with somnus, sleep, in somniferous. (The 
suffix -ons indicates what part of speech? 

I ) 

I Tack on the negative prefix iit- to somnus to construct insomnia 
|(in-SOM^-nee-o), the abnormal inability to fall asleep when sleep 
Is required or desired. The unfortunate victim of this disability is 
^ insomniac (in-SOM^-nee-ak), the adjective is insomnious (in- 
SOM'-nee-os). (So -omj, in case you could not answer the ques^ 
lion in the preceding paragraph, is an adjective suffix.) 

Add a different adjective suffix to somnus to derive somnolent 
(SOM'-no-lant), sleepy, drowsy. Can you construct the noun 
form of somnolent? or 


Combine somnus with ambulo, to walk, and you have som- 
nambulism (som-NAM'-bya-liz-om), walking in one’s sleep. With 
^'our increasing skill in using etymology to form words, write the 

erm for the person who is a sleepwalker. 

— ■ . Now add to the word you wrote a two-letter adjective 

iuffix we have learned, to form the adjective: 


265 



An ambulatory (AM'-byd-la-taw'-ree) patient, as in a hospits 
o r convalescent hom e, is finally well enough to get out of bed an 
waOTaioittul. A perambulator (p^RAM'-bya-lay'-ter), a wor 
used more in En^and than in the United States, and often shor 
ened to pram, is a baby carriage, a vehicle for walking an infar 
through the streets (per-, through). To perambulate (pa-RAM' 
bya-layt') is, etymologically, “to walk through”; hence, to stro 
around. Can you write the noun form of this vert 

To amble (AM'-bal) is to walk aimlessly; an ambulance is s 
called because orighially it was composed of two stretcher-bearei 
who walked off the battlefield with a wounded soldier; and a pn 
amble (PR£E^-am-bdl) is, by etymology, something that “wall- 
before” (pre-, before, beforehand), hence an introduction or ir 
troductory statement, as the preamble to the U. S. Constitutio 
(“We the people , . .”), a preamble to the speech, etc; or an 
event that is introductory or preliminary to another, as in “A 
increase in inflationary factors in the economy is often a preamb 
to a drop in the stock market.” 


5.' back to sleep 

Somnus is onp Latin word for sleep — sopor is another. 
soporific (sop'-a-RIF-ik) lecture, speaker, style of delivery, et' 
will pul the audience to sleep (/ic- from jacio, to make), and 
soporific is a sleeping pill. 


6. noun suffixes 

You know that -ness can be added to any adjective to constm 
the noun form. Write the noun derived from inarticulai 

— — — Inarticulate is a combination i 

the negative prefix in- and Latin articulus, a joint. The inarticula 
person has trouble joining words together coherently. If you a 
quite articulate (ahr-TIK'-ya-lot), on the other hand, you jo 
your words togetiier easily, you are verbal, vocal, possibly evt 



voluble. The verb to articulate (ahr-TIK'-yo-layf) Is to join 
(words), Le., to express your vocal sounds — as in **Please a^ticu^ 
late more clearly.** Can you write the noun derived from the verb 
articulate? 

Another, and very common, noun sufiSx attached to adjectives 
is, as you have discovered, -ity. So the noun form of banal is ei- 
ther banalness, or, more commonly, banality (bo-NAL'-a-tee). 

Bear in mind, then, that -ness and -ity are common noun suffixes 
attached to adjectives, and -ion (or -ation) is a noun suffix fre- 
quenty affixed to verbs (to articulate — articulation; to vocalize — 
vocalization; to perambulate — perambulation). 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX 

1. venter, ventris 

2. loquor 

3. auris 

4. avunculus 

5. dorsum 

6. vox,vocis 

7. fero 

8. somnus 

9. -ous 

10. in- 

11. ambulo 

12. -ory 

13. per- 

14. pre- 

15. sopor 

16. iic- {jacio) 

17. -ness 

18. -ity 

19. -ion (-ation) 

20. -ent 

21. -ence,-ency 


meaning 

belly 

to speak 

ear 

uncle 

back 

voice 

to carry, bear 
sleep 

adjective suffix 
negative suffix 
to walk 
adjective suffix 
through 

before, beforehand 
sleep 

to make or do 
noun suffix 
noun suffix 
noun suffix 
attached to verbs 
adjective suffix 
noun suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (I) 


1. ventral 

2. ventricle 

3. auricle 

4. ventricular 

5. auricular 

6. avuncular 

7. dorsal 

8. endorse 

9. endorsement 

10. vociferousness 

11. vociferate 

12. vociferation 


VEN'-trol 

VEN'-tr^kol 

AWR'-o-kd 

ven-TRIK'-ya-br 

aw-RIK'-yo-br 

o-VUNG'-kya-br 

DAWR'-sal 

en-DAWRS' 

en-DAWRS'-mant 

vd-SIF'-a-ras-nas 

vo-SIF'-a-rayt' 

vo-sif'-a-RAY'-shan 


Con you pronounce die words? (II) 


1. somniferous 

2. insomnia 

3. insomniac 

4. insomnious 

5. somnolent 

6. somnolence 

7. somnolency 

8. somnambulism 

9. somnambulist 
10. somnambulistic 


som-NIF'-ar-as 

in-SOM'-nec-a 

in-SOM'-nee-ak' 

in-SOM'-nee-as 

SOM'-na-lant 

SOM'-na-lans 

SOM'-na-lan-see 

som-NAM'-bya-liz-om 

som-NAM'-bya-Hst 

som-nam'-bya-LIST'-ik 


Can you pronounce the words? (Ill) 


1. ambulatory 

2. perambulator, 

3. perambulate 

4. perambulation 

5. amble 

6. preamble 


AM'-bya-la-lawr'-ee 

pa-R AM'-bya-lay -tar 

pa-RAM'-bya-layt' 

pa-ram'-bya-LAY'-shan 

AM'-bal 

PREE'-am-bal 
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7. soporific 

8. inarticulateness 

9. articulate 

10. banality 

Can you work with the words? (I) 

1. ventral 

2. dorsal 

3. sonmiferoas 

4. insomnious 

5. somnolent 

6. somnambulistic 

7. ambulatory 

8. articulate 

9. ventricular, 
auricular 

10. avuncular 


sop-o-RIF'-ik 

in'-a2ir-*TIK^-ya-lat<-]ios 

ahr-TIK'-ya-bt 

bo-NAL'-o-tee 


a. unable to fall asleep 

b. pertaining to sleepwalking 

c. drowsy 

d. able to walk, after being bed- 
ridden 

e. verbal, vocal 

f. like an uncle; kindly; protec- 
tive 

g. pertaining to one of the 
chambers of the heart 

h. referring to the front or belly 
side 

i. sleep-inducing 

j. referring to the back side 


KEY: 1-h, 2-j, 3-i, 4-a, 5-c, 6~b, 7-d, 8-e, 9~g, 10-f 


Can you work with the words? (II) 

1. ventricle, auricle 

2. endorsement 

3. vociferousness 

4. insomnia 

5. somnolence 

6. somnambulism 

7. perambulator 

8. preamble 

9. soporific 


a. inability to fall asleep 

b. sleepwalking 

c. introduction; preliminary or 
introductory occurrence 

d. incoherence; sputtering; ina- 
bility to get words out 

e. chamber of the heart 

L sleeping pill 

g. support; approval 

h. lack of originality; lack of 
imagination 

i. drowsiness 
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10. inarticulateness 

11. banality 


j. baby buggy; stroller 

k. lou^ess; clamorousness 


KEY: 1-c, 2-g, 3-t 4-a, 5-i, 6-b, 7-j, 8-c, 9-f, 10-4, 1 1-h 


Can you work with the words? (Ill) 

1. endorse 

2. vociferate 

3. insomniac 

4. somnolency 

5. somnambulist 

6. perambulate 

7. amble 

8. soporiiBc 

9. insomnious 


a. one who cannot fall asleep 

b. sleepwalker 

c. walk aimlessly 

d. stroll through; walk around 

e. to sign on the back; support; 
approve of 

f. drowsiness 

g. say loudly and with great ve- 
hemence 

h. causing sleep 

i. wakeful; unable to fall asleep 


KEY: 1-c, 2-g, 3-a, 4-f, 5-b, 6-d, 7-c, 8-h, 9-i 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Does an insomniac often need a 

YES 

NC 

soporific? 



2, Does a somnambulist always stay in 

YES 

NC 

bed when asleep? 



3. Are ambulatory patients bedridden? 

YES 

NC 

4. Does a preamble come after another 

YES 

NC 

event? 



5. Are articulate people verbal? 

YES 

NC 

6. Does banality show creativeness? 

YES 

NC 

7. Does an avuncular attitude indicate 

YES 

NC 

affection and protectiveness? 



8. Is vociferation habitual with quiet, shy 

YES 

NC 

people? 



9. Is a somnolent person wide awake? 

YES 

NC 
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YES NO 


10. Is a somniferous q>eaker stimulating 
and exciting? 

KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-no, 
10-no 


Can you recall the words? 


1. lack of imagination or 1. 

originality in speech, actions, 

or style of life; hackneyed or 
trite phraseology 

2. sleep-inducing 2. S~ 

or Sl- 

3. unable to fall asleep (adj.) 3. L- 

4. verbal, vocal, spea^ng 4. A. 

fluently 

5. acting like an uncle 5. A- 

6. referring to the front; anterior 6. V- 

7. referring to the back; posterior 7. D. 

8. approve of; support; sign on 8. R. 

the back of 

9. shout vehemently 9. V- 

10. one who cannot fall a^eep 10. L. 

11. drowsy; sleepy 11. S- 

12. sleepwalker 12. S^ 

13. now able to walk, though 13. A. 

previously bedridden 

14. walk aimlessly 14. A 

15. introduction; introductory 15. 

event 

16. incoherence 16. I— 


KEY : 1 -banality, 2-somniferous or soporific, 3-insomnious, 4-ar- 
ticulate, 5-avuncular, 6-ventral, 7-dorsal, 8-eiidorsc, 
9-vociferate, 10-insomniac, 11-somnolent, 12-som- 
nambulist, 13-ambulatory, 14-amble, 15-preamble, 
1 6-inarticulateness 
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CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Disinclined to conversation: « 

(a) loquacious, (b) laconic, (c) taciturn 

2_Iatet . - 

(a) inarticulate, (b) banal, (c) verbose 

3. Rapid and fluent: 

(a) voluble, (b) verbose, (c) garrulous 

4. Forceful and compelling: 

(a) vociferous, cogent, (c) laconic 

5. Unspoken: 

(a) verbatim, (b) eloquent, (c) tacit 

6. Using elegant and impress! w words: 

(a) verbose, (b) grandiloquent, (c) colloquial 

7. Back: 

(a) dorsal, (b) ventral, (c) somniferous 

8. Sleep-inducing: , 

(a) soporific, (b) somnolent, (c) ventral 

9. Inability to fall asleep: 

(a) somnambulism, (b) ambulatory, (c) insomnia 

10. Talkativeness: 

(a) reticence, (b) ventriloquism, (c) loquacity 

11. Expressing indirectly or in a roundabout way: 

(a) circumlocutory, (b) colloquial, (c) laconic 

12. Elegance in expression: ^ 

(a) magniloquence, (b) grandiloquence, (c) verbiage 

13. Wordiness: ^ 

(a) laconism, (b) cogency, (c) verbosity 

14. Big-hearted, generous, unselfish: ^ 

(a) grandiloquent, (b) magnanimous, (c) garrulous 

15. Causing radical changes: 

(a) evolutionary, (b) revolutionary, (c) ventricular 
16- To shout vehemently: ^ 

(a) endorse, (b) perambulate, (c) vociferate 
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17. Ukeanimcle: 

(a) ventricular, (b) auricular, (c) avuncular 

18. Drowsy: 

(a) somniferous, (b) somnolent, (c) soporific 

19. Sleepwalking: 

(a) insomnia, (b) somnolency, (c) somnambulism 

20. Introduction: 

(a) preamble, (b) perambulator, (c) evolution 


KEY: l—c, 2--b, 3— a, 4--b, 5--C, 6— b, 7— a, 8— a, 9--c, 10— c, 11— a, 
12-a and b, 13-c, 14-b, 15-b, 16-c, 17-c, 18-b, 19-c, 
20-a 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 


1 

taciturn 

2 lOQU^T 

loquacity 

3 solus 

soliloquize 

4 v^rJris 

ventral 

5 PTtngnus 

magniloquent 

6 ^randis . 

grandiloquent 

7 VBTbUffl 

verbatim 

a vrthitut 

revolution 

9 gat^no 

garrulous 

in 

magnanimous 

1 1 yim/F 

magnum opus 


operator 


auricle 


avuncular 


dorsal 


vociferate 

17 jerc 

somniferous 

18. ambulo — 

preamble 
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19. sopor soporific 

20. somnus somnolency 


KEY: 1-to be silent, 2-to speak, 3~alone, 4--belly, 5-big, large, 
great, 6-grand, 7-word, 8-to roll, 9-to chatter, 10-mind, 
11-work, 12-to work, 13~car, 14-uncle, 15-back, 
16-voice, 17-to carry or bear, 18-to walk, 19-sleep, 
20-sleep 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1. The present participle (or -mg form) of the Latin verb 
opero, to work, is operans, working. The form operandi means of 
working. Can you figure out the literal meaning of the phrase 
modus operandi, sometimes used to signify the characteristic 
methods or procedures used by certain criminals? 


2. Circum-, we have learned, is a prefix meaning around, as in 
circuntiocution, circumference, circumcision, circumnavigation, 
etc. Thinking of the root scribo, scriptus, to write, can you figure 
out the word meaning writing, or written material, around (the 
edge of something)? 


3. You know the roots somnus and loquor. Can you combine 
these two roots to form an adjective meaning talking in one's 

sleep? Can you 

write the noun fdrm of this adjective? 


4. We have discovered auris, ear, as in auricle. Can you figure 
out the specialty of the physician called an aurist? 


274 






5. Verbal, from verbum, refers to words; oral, from os, oris, 
le mouth, refers to spoken words or sounds. Can you analyze 
ural and decide on its meaning? 


6. A somnambulist walks in his sleep. What does a noctambulist 
0 ? 


7. Soporific, combining sopor, sleep, with /ic- (from facio), to 

lake, means inducing or causing sleep. Use somnus, another root 
}x sleep, to construct a word that has the same form and meaning 
s soporific: 

8. Perambulate is to walk through. Use another Latin prefix to 

onstruct a verb meaning to walk around. . — 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


ECOMING ALERT TO NEW IDEAS 

Some chapters back 1 suggested that since words are symbols of 
leas, one of the most effective means of building your vocabu- 
iiy is to read books that deal with new ideas. Along that line, I 
iirther suggested that the fields of psychology, psychiatry, and 
‘sychoanalysis would be good starting points, and 1 mentioned a 
umber of exciting books to work with. 

Needless to say, you will not wish to neglect other fields, and so 
want to recommend, at this point, highly readable books in addi- 
lonal subjects. All these books will increase your familiarity with 
tie world of ideas — all of them, therefore, will help you build a 
uperior vocabulary. 

iFMANTICS 

Language in 7 hough t and Action, by S. f. Hayakaw'a 
People in QimnJ^'iries, by Wendell Johnson 
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EDUCATION AND LEARNING 

How to Survive in Your Native Land, by James Herndon 
Education and the Endangered Individual, by Brian V. Hill 
How Children Fail and What Do i Do Monday?, by John Hoi 
Teaching Human Beings, by Jeffrey Schrank 
Education and Ecstasy, by George B. Leonard 
Human Teaching for Human Learning, by George Isaac Brov 

SEX, LOVE, MARRIAGE 

Couple Therapy, by Gerald Walker Smith and Alice I. Phillip 

Your Fear of Love, by Marshall Bryant Hodge 

Sexual Suicide, by George F. Gilder 

Intimacy, by Gina Allen and Clement G. Martin, M.D. 

How to Live with Another Person, by David Viscott, M.D. 
Pairing, by George R. Bach and Ronald M. Deutsch 
The Intimate Enemy, by George R. Bach and Peter Wyden 
The Rape of the Ape, by Allan Sherman (Humor) 

The Hite Report, by Shere Hite 

Sex in Human Loving, by Eric Berne, M.D. 

WOMEN, FEMINISM. ETC. 

Rebirth of Feminism, by Judith Hole and Ellen Levine 
The Way of AU Women, by M. Esther Harding 
Knowing Woman, by Irene Claremont de Castillejo 
Sexist Justice, by Karen De Crow 

Our Bodies, Our Selves, by The Boston Women’s Health Be 
Collective 

CHILDREN, CHILD-RAISING, ETC. 

Between Parent and Child and Between Parent and Teenag 
* by Dr. Haim Ginott 

Children Who Hate, by Fritz Redl and David Wineman 
Parent Effectiveness Training, by Dr. Thomas Gordon 
How to Parent, by Dr. Fitzhugh Dodson 
Escape from Childhood, by John Holt 
One Little Boy, by Dorothy W. Baruch 
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VLTH 

Save Your Life Diet Book, by David Reuben, M.D. 

Folk Medicine, by D. C. Jarvis, M.D. 

Get Well Naturally, by Linda dark 
Lei*s Eat Right to Keep Fit, by Adelle Davis 

[JILOSOPHY 

jhe Way of Zen and What Does it Matter?, by Alan W. Watts 
Lovers Body, by Norman O. Brown 

USINESS, ECONOMICS, FINANCE 

The Affluent Society, by John Kenneth Galbraith 
Parkinson's Law, by C. Northcote Parkinson 
The Peter Principle, by Laurence J. Peter 
Up the Organization, by Robert Townsend 

)CIOLOGY 

Passages, by Gail Sheehy 
Future Shock, by Alvin Toffler 
Hard Times, by Studs Terkel 
Roots, by Alex Haley 

EAITI AND DYING 

Life After Life, by Raymond A. Moody, Jr., M.D. 

On Death and Dying, by Elizabeth Kubler Ross 

AU but one or two of these stimulating and informative books 
re available in inexpensive paperback editions — ^most of them 
m be found in any large public library. Any one of them will 
rovide an evening of entertainment and excitement far more re- 
garding than watching TV, will possibly open for yon new areas 
T knowledge and understanding, and will undoubtedly contain so 
ay of the words you have leameH m this book that you will 
gain and again experience the delicious shock of recognition that 
spoke of in an earlier chapter. 
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Additionally* you may encounter words you have never se 
before that are built on roots you are familiar with — and you w 
then realize haw ample U is to figure out the probable meaning 
even the most ^otesict erm once you have become an expert 
roots, prefixeSjWvFsuSSxes. 


{End of Session 27) 



-Brief Intermission Six 


DO YOU ALWAYS 
USE THE PROPER WORD? 


le fact is that grammar is getting more liberal every day. Com- 
on iLsage has put a stamp of approval on many expressions 
lich your grandmother would not have dared utter in her most 
timate conversation — ^not if she believed she was in the habit of 
ing good English. It is me; have you a cold?; it's a nice day; 
71 / have another piece of cake?; she is a most aggravating child; 
'll everybody please remove their hats — all these today represent 
irfcctly correct grammar for everyday conversation. Modem 
ammar research reports that these expressions have become uni- 
Tsal in educated speech. 

However, such a liberal policy does not mean that all bars are 
jwn. Only a person whose speech borders on the illiterate would 
ake such statements as; can you learn me to swim?; he don't live 
ire no more; we ain't working so good; me and my husband are 
ad to see you. There are siill certain minimum essentials of good 
nglish that the cultivated speaker carefully observes. 

Is your grammar as good as the next person’s? Here’s a quick 
St by which you can measure your ability. 

Check the preferable choice in each sentence, then compare 
3ur results with the key at the end. Allowing 4 per cent for each 
>rrect answer, consider S^-100 excellent, 76-88 good, 68-72 
^erage. 
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1. What (a-effiect, b-affect) does Famh Fawcett-Majors ha 
on you? 

2. What*s the sense (a-in, b--o0 looking for a needle in a ha 

stack? t 

3. She won’t (a-leave, b-4et) us meet her new boy friend. 

• 4. What(a~kindof,b-kind Qf a)diessdoyou want? 

5. Her (ar-principl^ b-piiiicipal) objection to neurotics is th 
they are difficult to live wth. 

6. The murderer was (a-hanged, b~hung) two hours before t 
governor’s pardon ai^ed. 

7. Many men feel great affection for their (a-mother-in-lav 

b-mother^in-law). • 

8. For a li^t cake, use two (a-spoonfuls, b-spoonsful) of ba 

ing powder. ^ 

' 9. Everyone likes you but (a-shc, b-hcr). 

10. Sally sent a gift for (a~him and me, b-he and I). 

1 1. The criteria you are using (s^-is, b~are) not valid. 

12. The cokt of new houses (a-is, b~are) finally stabilizing. 

13. Irene as well as her husband (a->has, b-have) come to s 
you., 

14. (a-Is, b-Are) either of your sisters working? , 

15. As soon as the editor or her secretary (a-comes, b-come) j 
let me know. 

16. One or two of her features (a-is, b-are) very attra 
tive. 

17. Can you visit Mary and (a-I, b-me) tonight? 

18. He is totally (a-uninterested, b~disintercsted) in your pt 
sonal affairs. 

19. She (a-laid, b-lay) on the beach while her son splashed at t 
water’s edge. 

20. (a-Who, b-Whom) would you rather be if you weren’t yoi 
self? 

21. You should not (a-4iave, b-oO spoken so Ijarshly. 

22. She is one of those women who (a-belicves, b-believe^ tt 
husbands should share in doing housework and taking care 
die children. 

23. Was It you who (a-was, b-were) here yesterday? 
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(4. What we need in this country (a-is» b-are) honest politicians. 
15. rm smarter than Gladys, but she’s richer than (a-1, b-me). 


[lEY: 1-a, 2-a, 3-b, 4-a, 5-b, 6-a, 7-b, 8-a, 9-b, 10-a, 1 1-b, 
12 — a, 13--a, 14 — a, 15— a, lb— b, 17— b, 18 — a, 19— b, 20— a, 
21— a, 22 — ^b, 23— b, 24— a, 25~^ 
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HOW TO INSULT 
YOUR ENEMIES 

(Sessions 28-31) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

Who! do you coll a person whoi 

e inmts on complete and blind obedience? 

• toadies to the rich or influential? 

•dabbles in the fine arts? 

• is a loud-mouthed, quarrelsome woman? 

• has a one-track mind? 

• sneersjat other people*s cherished traditions? 

• does not believe in God? 

• has imaginary ailments? 




SESSION 28 


There are few of us who do not need wann and nourishing rela- 
tionships to lead a fulfilled life. 

Psychology makes clear that loving and being loved are impor- 
tant elements in emotional health, but also points out the necessity’ 
for expressing, rather than repressing, our hostilities. (You know 
bow good you feel once you blow off steam? And how mndi 
closer you can become attached to someone once you directly 
and honestly vent your anger, resentment, or irritation instead of - 
bottling it up and seething in fury?) 

It is a mark of your own emotional maturity if you can accept 
hostility as well as dish it out So let us pretend, in order to en- 
courage you to become personally involved in the introductoiy ten 
words of this chapter, that each paragraph in the next few pages 
Accurately describes you. What label exactly fits your personality? 


IDEAS 


1 . slave driver 

You make everyone toe the mark — bright down to the last centi- 
meter. You exact blind, unquestioning obedience; demand the 
strictest conformity to rules, however arbitrary or tyrannical; and 
will not tolerate the slightest deviation from your orders. You arc, 
in short, the very epitome of the array drill sergeant 

You are a martinet. 


2. booHicker * 

You koady to rich or influendal people, catering to their vaniQr, 
flattering their ego. You are the personification of the traditional 
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waid heeler^ you out-yes the Hollywood yes men. And on top o 
all tbese unpleasant characteristics, you*re a complete Jiyppcrite. 
All your sm^e attentions and unceasing adulation skiing Irom 
your own sSfisSTdesiies to get ahead, not out of any sincere admi- 
ration. You cultivate people of power or property so that you can 
cuny favor at the opportune moment 

You are a sycophant. 


Often, though not necessarily, a person of independent income, 
you engage superficially in the pursuit of one of the fine arts — 
painting, writing, sculpturing, composing, etc. You do this largely 
for your own amusement and not to achieve any professional 
competence; nor are you at all interested in monetary rewards. 
Your artistic efforts axe simply a means of passing time pleasantly. 

You are a dilettante. 


4. botrie-ax 

You are a loud-mouthed, shrewish, turbulent woman; you're 
quarrelsome and aggressive, possessing none of those gentle and 
tender qualities stereotypically associated with femininity. You're 
strong-minded, unyielding, sharp-tongued, and dangerous. You 
can curse like a jiteyedpre and yell like a fishwife— and often do. 

You are a virago. 


5. superpctriof 

Anything you own or belong to is better — rimply because you 
own it or belong to it, aldiough you will be qui^ to find more 
Justifiable explanations. Your religion, whatever it mi^ be, is far 
8iq>mor to any other; your political party is the only honest one; 
your neighborhood puts all others in the city in the shade; 
members of your own sex are more intelligent, more worthy, more 
emotionally secure, and in every way far better than peofde of the 
opposite sex; your car is faster, more fun to drive, and gets better 
gas mflegge than way other, no matter in what price range; and of 



ourse your country and its customs leave nothing to be dedied^ 
nd inhabitants of other nations ate In comparison barely dvi* 
zed. In short, you are exaggeratecfly, aggressively, absurdly, and 
xcessively devoted to your own affiliations— and you make no 
ones about advertising such prejudice 


You are a chauvinist. 


. fcnoHe 

You have a one-track mind — and when you’re riding a particu- 
ir hobby, you ride it hard. You have such an excessive, ali- 
iclusive zed for one thing (and it may be your business, your 
Fofession, your husband or wife, your diild^en, your stomach, 
our money, or whatever) that your obsession is almost absurd, 
'ou talk, eat, sleep that one thing — to the point where you bore 
veryone to distraction. 

You are a monomaniac. 


. attacker 

You are violently against established beliefs, revered traditions, 
herished customs — such, you say, stand in the way of reform and 
regress and are always based on superstition and irrationality. 
*.eligion, family, marriage, ethics — ^you weren’t there when these 
^re started and you’re not going to conform simply because most 
nthinking people do. 

You are an iconoclast. 


. skeptic 

There Is no God — ^that’s your position and you’re not going to 
udge from it 

You are an atheist. 


. self-indulger 

You are, as a male, la«m ous. Ijbidinous, lustful, lewd, wanton, 
nihoral— ^ut more important, you promiscuously attempt fo sat- 
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isfy (and are often successful in so doing) your sexual desires 
iKFith any woman within your arm's reach. 

You are a lecher. 


10. worrier 

You are always sick, though no doctor can find an organic 
cause for your ailments. You know you have ulcers, though medi- 
cal tests show a healthy stomach. You have heart palpitations, but 
a cardiogram fails to show any abnormality. Your headaches are 
caused (you’re sure of it) by a rapidly growing brain tumor — yet 
X rays show nothing wrong. These maladies are not imaginary, 
however; to you they are most real, non-ewstent as they may be in 
fact. And as you travel from doctor to doctor futilcly seeking 
confinnation of your imminent death, you become more and more 
convinced that you’ie .to<i weak to go on much longer. Or- 
ganically, of course, there’s notliing the matter with you. Perhaps 
tensions, insecurities, or a need for attention is taking the form of 
simulated bodily ills. 

You are a hypochondriac. 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 

1. martinet 

2. sycophant 

3. dilettante 

4. virapo 

5. chauvinist * 

6. monomaniac 

7. iconoclast 

8. atheist 

9. lecher 

10. hypochondriac 


mahr-ta-NETT 

SIK'-o-fant 

dil'-o-TANMee 

va-RAY'-g6 

SHO'-vn-nist 

mon'-o-M A Y'-nec- ak 

I-KON'-o-klast' 

AY'-thcc-ist 

LECH'-ar 

hr-pa-KON'-dree-ak 
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Can you work with the wordi? 

WORDS 

1. martinet 

2. sycophant 

3. dilettante 

4. virago 

5. chauvinist 

6. monomaniac 

7. iconoclast 

8. atheist 
9- lecher 

10. hypochondriac 


KEY IDEAS 

a. superficiality 

b. patriotism 

c. godlessness 

d. single-mindedness 

e. antitradition 
1 sex 

g. illness 

h. discipline 

i. turbulence 
flattery 


KEY; 1-41, 2-j. 3-a, 4-4, 5-b, 6-d, 7-^, 8 h:, 9-f, 10-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Does a /nartmet condone carelessness 

YES 

HO 

and neglect of duty? 



2. Is a 5ycop/z£:/it a sincere person? 

YES 

NO 

3. Is a dilettante a hard worker? 

YES 

NO 

4. Is a virago sweet and gentle? 

YES 

NO 

5. Is a chauvinist modest and 

YES 

NO 

self-effacing? 



6. Does a monomaniac have a one-track 

YES 

NO 

mind? 



7. Does an iconoclast scoff at tradition? 

YES 

NO 

8. Does an believe in God? 

YES 

NO 

9. Is a /echcr misogynous? 

YES 

NO 

10. Does a hypochondnoc have a lively 

YES 

NO 

imagination? 



KEY: l-no, 2-no, 3 hio, 4-no, 5-no, 6-yes, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-no, 


10-yes 
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Gan you recoil the words? 

1. a person whose emotional 
disorder is reflected in 
non-organic or imaginary 
bodily ailments 

2. a strict disciplinarian 

3. a lewd and sexually aggressive 
male 

4. a toady to people of wealth 
or power 

5. a disbeliever in God 

6. a dabbler in the arts 

7. a shrewish, loud-mouthed 
female 

. 8. a scoffer at tradition 

9. person with a one-track mind 
10. a blatant superpatriot 



KEY: l-hypochondriac, 2-martiBet, 3-lecher, 4-sycophant, 
5-atheist, 6- dilettante, 7-virago, S-iconoclast, 9-mono- 
maniac, 10-<hauvinlst 


Can you use the words? 

1. She scoffs at beliefs you have 1. 

always held dear. 

2. You know he*s hale and hearty 2. 
— but he constantly complains 

of his illness. 

3. She insists her political 3. 

affiliations are superior to 

yours. 

4. She insists on her subordinates 4^ 
toeing the mark. 
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5. He makes sexual advances to 
everyone else*s wife — and is 
too often successtul. 

6. He cultivates friends that can 6. 

do him good — ^financially* 

7. She dabbles with water colors. 7. 

8. She insists there is no Deity, 8. 

9. She’s a shrew, a harridan, a 9. 

scold, and a nag^^ 

10. His only interest in life is his 10. 

fish collection — and he is 
fanatically, almost 
psychotically, devoted to it. 

KEY: 1 -iconoclast, 2-hypochondriac, 3-chauvjnist, 4-martinet, 
5 -lecher, 6-sycophattt, 7-dilettante, 8-atheist, 9-virago, 
lO-monomaniac 


(End of Session 28) 


SESSION 29 


OR*GINS AND RELATED WORDS 


I. the French drillmaster 

Jean Martinet was the Inspector General of Infantry during the 
reign of King Louis XIV — ^and a stricter, more fanatic drillmaster 
France had never seen. It was from this time that the French 
Army’s reputation for discipline dated, and it is from the name of 
this Frenchman tliat we derive our English word martinet. The 
word is always used in a derogatory sense and generally shows re- 
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sentment and anger on the part of the user. The secretary who 
calls his boss a martinet, the wife who applies the epithet to her 
husband, the worker who thus refers to the foreman — these 
speakers all show their contempt for the excessive, inhuman disci- 
pline to whidi they are asked to submit. 

Since martinet comes from a man's name (in the Brief In- 
termission which follows we shall discover that a number of pic- 
turesque English words are similarly derived), there are no related 
forms built on the same root. There is an adjective martinetish 
(mahr-ta-NETMsh) and another noun form, martinetism, but 
these are used only rarely. 


2. a Greek “fig-shower” 

Sycophant comes to us from the Greeks. According to Shipley's 
Dictionary of Word Origins: 

When a fellow wants to get a good mark, he may polish up 
an apple and place it on teacher's desk; his classmates call 
such a lad an apple-shiner. Less complimentary localities use 
the term bootlicker. The Greeks had a name for it; fig-shower. 
Sycophant is from Gr. sykon, fig, fand] phanein, to show. 
This was the fellow that informed the officers in charge when 
(1) the figs in the sacred groves were being taken, or (2) when 
the Smyrna fig-dealers were dodging the tariff. 

Thus, a sycophant may appear to be a sort of “stool pigeon,” 
since the latter curries the favor of police officials by “peaching” 
on his fellow criminals. Sycophants may use this means of mgr^^^ 
^iting themselves with mfiuential citizens of the community; or 
thcy"“niay use flattery,^,eryi!e^att€ntions, or any other form of in- 
jiijiuating themssWes into someone’s good graces. A sycophant 
practices sycophancy (SIK'-a-fan-see), and has a sycopiiantic 
(sik-a-FAN'-fik) attitude. All three forms of the word are highly 
imcoraplimenfdry — use them with care. 

Material may be so delicate or fine in texture that anything 
behind it will show through. The Greek prefix dia- means through; 
and phanein, as you now know, means to show — Whence such ma- 
terial is called diaphanous (di-AF'-a-nos) . Do not use the adjec- 
tive in reference to all material that is transparent (for example. 
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ytm would not call glass diaphanous, even though you can see 
right through it), but only materia] that is silky, gauzy, filmy, and, 
in addition, transparent or practically transparent. The word is 
ofted appli^ to female garments-— nightgowns, negligees, etc. 


3. fust for one's own amusement 

Dilsttame is from the Italian vexb dilettare, to delight. The 
dilettante paints, writes, composes, [^ays a musical instrument, or 
engages in scientific experiments purely for amusement — not to 
make mont^y, become famous, or satisfy a deep creative urge (the 
latter, 1 presume, being the justifications for the time that profes- 
sional artists, writers, composers, musiciaas poets, and scientists 
spend at their chosen work). A dilettantish (dil-a-TAN'-tish) atti- 
tude is superficial, unprofessional; dilettantism (dil-o-TAN'-tiz- 
9m) ii superficial, part-time dabbfing in the type of activity that 
usually engages the full timelind energy of tlie professional artist 
or scicudst 

Do not confuse the dilettante » who has a certain amount of na- 
tive talent or ability, wth the tyro (TP-ro), who is tlie inexpe^ 
rienced beginner iu some art, but who may be full of ambition, 
drive, and energy. To call a person a tyro is to imply that he is 
just starting in some artistic, scientific, or professional field — ^he’s 
not much good yot because he has not had time to develop his 
skill, if any, Tlic dilettante usuatiy has some skill but isn’t doing 
much wiih it. C)n the other hano, anyone who has developed con- 
si'jiimatc skill in an artistic field, generally allied to music, is 
called a virtuoso ( vur'-chOo-O'-ifi)— dike Heifetz or Menuliio on . 
the violin, Hoiowa? or Riibrnsiein on the piano. Pluralize virtuoso 
in the o<urjial way— or if you wish to sound more so- 
phi.sticatcd, give it the comincntal ioxm— virtuosi (vui'-chCSb^'- 
see). Similarly, the plurai of dilettante is eitiier dilettantes oi di7er- 
tanti (dil-a-T.\N'-tec). 

The i ending for a plural is the Italian form and is common in 
musical circles. For example, libretto, the story (or book) of an 
opera, may be pluralizcd to libretti; concerto, a form of musical 
composition, is pluralized concerts However, the Anglicized ii* 
brettos and concertos are perfectly correct also. Libretto is pro- 
nounced l>BRCT'-6; libretti is l>BRET-ee; cjncerto is kan- 
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CHUR^-t6; and concerti is ksm-CHUR'-tee, Suit your plutal fonn, 
1 \yould suggest, to the sophistication of ydur audience. 


4. *'masculme" women 

Virago comes, oddly enoughi ftom the Latin word for man, v/r 
Perhaps the derivation is not so odd after all; a virago, far from 
being stereotypically feminine (i.e., timid, delicate, low-spoken 
etc.) I is stereotypically masculine in personality — coarse, aggres 
sive, loud-mouthed. Termagant (TUR'-ma-gant) and harridat 
(HAIR^-a-dan) are words with essentially the same uncompli' 
mentary meaning as virago. To call a , brawling woman a viragp 
a termagant, and a harridan is admittedly repetitious, but is sue 
cessful in relieving one's feelings. 


5. the old man 

Nicolas Chauvin, soldier of the French Empire, so vodferoush 
and unceasingly aired his generation of Napoleon Bonaparte tha 
he became the laughingstock of all Europe. Thereafter, an exag 
gerated and blatant patriot was known as a chauvinist — and still i 
today. Chauvinism (SHO'-vo-niz-cm), by natural extension, ap 
plies to blatant veneriition of, or boastfulness about, any othe 
affiliation besides one's country. 

To be patriotic is to be normally proud of, and devoted to 
one's country — to be chauvinistic (sh5'-va-NlS'-tik) is to exag 
gerate such pride and devotion to an obnoxious degree. 

We migh t jdjgrcss here to investigate an etymological side roa< 
down which the word patriotic beckons. Patriotic is built on th 
Latin word pater, patris, father-— one’s country is, in a sense 
one's fatherland. 

Let os see what other interesting words are built on this sam 
root. 

1. patrimony (PAT-ro-mS-nce) — an inheucance from one’s h 
ther. The -many comes from the same root that gives us mone} 
namely Juno Moneta, the Roman goddess who guarded the tea 
pies of finance. The adjective is patrimonial (paf-ra-MO'-net 
3l). 
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2. pidlrofQwnfe (pB^ name foiiiied on liia fi* 

!ier*8 name, Uke Jchmon (son of Jobii), Martina(m» Aeranson» 
tc. The word oomUnea paur, patrts with Qntk onpma, name. 
)nyma plus the Oieek prefix jsm-, wifii or together, forma 

,ym (S^-o-oim), a word of tto same name (or meaiiiQg)^ 
tymologically ‘^a together name.^ Onyma |dii8 the prefix 
gainst, forms antonym (AN'-to-nim), a word of opposite mean- 
ig, ecologically **an against name.** Onyma pins Greek htmot^ 
be scune, forms homonym (HOM'-o-nim), a word that sounds 
ike another but has a different meaning and spelling, like bare— 
ear, way — weigh, to — too — two, etc., etymologically **a same 
lame.** A homonym is more accurately called a homophone 
HOM'-o-fOnOt a combination of homos, the same, and phono, 
ound. The adjective form of synonym is synonymous (so-NON^- 
-mcs). Can you write, and pronounce, the adjective derived 
rom: 

antonym? - - - -- 

homonym? - - — - - 

homophone? — 

3. patemiiy (p9*TTJR^-ne-tee) — fatherhood, as to question some- 
me's paternity, to file a paternity suit in order to collect child sup- 
port from the assumed, accused, or self-acknowledged f athmr. The 
idjective is paternal (pe-TUR'-nal), fatherly. PatemdUsm (pe- 
rUR'-na-liz-^) is die philosophy or system of governing a ooua* 
ry, or of managing a business or institution, so that the dtisehi^ 
mployees, or staff are treated in a manner sqggesting a father- 
hildren relationship. (Such a ^stem sounds, and often is, benign 
ind protective, but plays havoc with the initiative, indepmidenoa, 
nd creativity of those in subc^dinate roles.) The adjective is pth 
ernalistic (pe-tum'-o-LIS^-^Ik). 

4. patriarch (PAy-Cree-aikf)-- n vcaiere^)^ fatfacdike old man; 
m old man in a roUng; fatheriike positioiL lleie p0er, pateis is 
ombined widi the CSiedr root arehein, to sole. Ilm acyecdvei is 
Hitriarchal (pa/-tree-AHR'^kel), the oyelem b e potrkaehy 
:PAY'-tiee-al^-kee). 

5. pairU^ (PAl^in^)---die Ulling.ot ooeb fidher. Pater, 
atris combines with -cUie, a suffix derii^ from the Latitt vadb 
aedo, to kQl. The adjecdvhbpniHdiCaf (pat-m-SP-dal). 
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TUt llrt does not oihanit tbe mmAer of woids built on pme 
Iidi6r« bnt is sofBdciit to give yon en idea of bow closely relate 
many Eqg^ words axe. In your rearfing you will come 
odnr words containing tbe liters paier or pair^you, will be abl 
10 figure them out once yon realize that the base is the word ft 
dbsr. Yon might, if you fed ambitious^ fmzde out the relationshi 
to the *tather idea** in the following words, checking with a di< 
thmaty to see how good your linguistic intuition is: 

1. ,£^dan 

2 . “ 

3. j^bonize 

4. ^^^luiiipgjmf/.) 

5. paterfamilias 

6. padre 


6. the old lody 

Fater, patHs is father. Mater ^ matris is mother. 

For dandle: 

1. matriarch (MAY'*tree-ahrkV-4he mother-ruler; the “mothf 

person** that controls a large household, tribe| or country. Th 
word, like patriarch, is built on the root archein, to rule. Dui 
tag the rdgn of Queen Elizabeth or Queen Viaoria, Englao 
was a matriarchy (MAY'-treo«hi^-kee). Can you figure out tl 
adjective form? 

2. maternity (mo-TUR^-no-tee) — motherhood 

3. matemtd (mo-TURN'-ol) — motherly 

4. mofirofi (MAY*-troQ>— an older woman, one sufficiently nu 
tore to be a mother. Ihe adjective matronly (MAY'-ban-lec 
oonjotea u p for many people a picture of a woman no longer i 
tae ffam of youth and possibly with a bit of added wei^t in tl 
wrong fdaoeSi so this word should be used with caution; it may I 
haardont to your health if die lady yon are so describing is of 
j^npestCMOS nature, or ta a 

MAY'-t« or AHL'-om MAIT-tw)- 
t^ymologically, “aoid modMi”: actually, the school or ccdlege fro 
«Mdi ona has gtadoalcd, and aMdi in a lease is ooc^s intdlectu 



6. matrimony Tbaoffi dill wood 

is similar to patrimor^ in sptSSh^ it does not refer to money* •■ 
patrimony d<Ws; onless* that is* yon are qroical enou^ to believe 
that people marry for money. As the language was growing* mar- 
riage and dhildren went hand in hand — ^Lt is therefore not surpris- 
ing that the word for marriage should be built on the Latin root 
for mother. Of course* times have changed, but the sexist nature 
of the English language has not The noun sufSx -mony indicates 
state, condition, or result, as in sanctimony, parsimony, etc. Ibe 
adjective is matrimonial (maf-ro-MO'-nee-el). 

7. matricide (MAP-ra-sldO — the killing of one's mother. The 

adjective? 


7. murder most foul . . • 

Murder unfortunately is an integral part of human life, so there 
is a word for almost every kind of killing you can think of. Let’s 
look at some of them. 

1. suicide (SOD^-^Id') — Skilling oneself (intentionally); -cide 
plus sui, of oneself. This is both the act and the person who has 
been completely successful in performing the act {partially doesn’t 
count); also, in colloquial usage, suicide is a verb. The adjective? 

2. fratricide — the killing of one’s brother; -cfde 

plus frater, fratris, brother. The adjective? 

3. sororicide (so-RAWR'-o-sfdO — ^the killing of one’s sister; 

-ciVfe plus soror, sister. The adjective? 

4. homicide (HOM'-e-sIdO — the killing of a human being; 
-cide plus homo, person. In law* homicide is the general term for 
any slaying. If intent and premeditation can be proved* the act li 
murder and punishable as such. If no sudi intent is present tbd 
act is called manslaughter and receives a lighter puniriunent. Thus* 
if your mate/lover/spouse makes your life unbearaUe and yon 
slip some arsenic into his/her coffee one brl^t morning, you are 
committing murder*— that Is* if he/ihe succumbs. On the other 
hand* if you run your victim down— quite aoddentaHy^-widi 
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UqfclB^ or iriiedkiuitr» wMi no bteot to km, yoi 
nfll te oop us od of ifMiirlmiig^efv-^at is, if death results and i 
yon can piovo you iSSdafi reality mean it Ks di rather ddicate 
h omef er, and yon mtfn do best to put thoughts of justifiabl 
honikide out of your mind. The adjective? — 

5. rayldde (RBJ'-o-8l<f ) — the killing of one's king, piesident 
or ocher governing offidaL Booth committed regicide when h< 

assassinated Abraham liaooln. Adjective? 

Derivation: Latin rax, regb, king, plus -cide. 

6. wcaridde (uk<^WR'«a-sT(f ) — the killing of one's wife 

Adjective? - - - - Derivation: Latu 

loor, wife, plus -dde* 

7. marWidde (mo-RTT-o-sId') — the killing of one's husband 

Adjective? — Derivation: Latu 

marttus, husband, plus •cide. 

8. infanticide (hi-FAN'-to-sI(f ) — the killing of a newbon 

diUd. Adjective? — Derivation 

Latin infans, infanlis, baby, plus <ide, 

9. genocide (JEN'-MidO — the killing of a whole race or na 

thm. This is a comparatively new word, coined in 1944 by a Uh 
o ffi cial named Raphael Ixmkin, to refer to the mass murder oj 
the Jews, Poles, etc. ordered by Hitler. Adjective? 

. Derivation: Greek genos, race, kind, plu: 

<lde. 

10. parrldde (PAEEt'-o-sid')— the killing of either or both par> 
ents. Adjective? . 

Lizzie Borden was accused of, and tried for, parricide in the 
18908, but was not convicted. A bit of doggerel that was populai 
at the time, and, so 1 have been told, little girls jumped rope to, 
Went someadiat as follows: 

Lizzie Borden look an ax 

And gave her mother forty whacks — 

And when she saw what she had done. 

She gave her Bdher forty-one. 


29 ^ 



REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, KOOT, 
SUFFK 

1 . sykon 

2. phandn 

3. dia- 

4. vir 

5. patertpatris 

6. syn- 

7. anyma 

8. and 

9. honrn 

10. phone 

11. -ity 

12. •ism 

13. -ol 

14. -ic 

15. ardiebi 

16. -cide 

17. mater, matris 

18. dbna 

19. -mongr 

20. sid 

21. inter, tratris 

22. sorw 

23. homo 

24. rex, regie 

25. uxor 

26. maitiu 

27. bdane, Infmtis 


lOAMINO 

fig 

todww 
duoog^ 
maa (male) 
Mwr 

wifiiitoge^ 

fiama 

apiiiwt 
the same 
aooiid 

luiiintimfflT 

aoansnflBz 

adyecthenfllz 

adjecthfenffiz 

tomto 

MBii^ 

BKldNC 

sool 

nonaiufflz 
of oneself 
Ixodier 

pcnoOf humaQ 
Ung 
wife 
bnsband 
Mij 
B^kind 



USING 1HE WORDS 


Con you pronouncu Ihu words? (0 


1. martinetish 

mahMo-NET-ish 

2. sycophancy 

SK'-o-fm-^ee 

3. sycophantic 

■flc'<»-FAN'-tik 

4. diaphanous 

dI>AF'-»4ia6 

5. dilettanti 

dO'-o-TAN'-tee 

6. dilettantism 

dil-9-TAN'>tiz-om 

7. dilettantidi 

dite-TAN'-tish 

8, tyro 

Tt'-rt 

9. virtuoso 

vai<-clidD^-80 

10. virtuosi 

▼nr'-chdD-O'-see 

11. termagant 

TUR^-mo-gant 

12. harridan 

HA]R'-»dm 

C4ii you pronounco tho words? (ill 

1. duuivinism 

SH<y-vo-iibMm 

2. duundnistic 

diO-vo-NIS'-tik 

3. patrimony 

PAT'-io^nD-BCO 

4. patronymic 

pM'-fo-NIM'-ik 

S. synonym 

SlN'-»«iiii 

6. synonymous 

w-NON'^o-mas 

7. antonym 

AN'-ta-aim 

8. antonymous 

aii>TON''-»-iiia8 

9. honumym 

HQM'-OHdm 

10^ homonymous 

ho-MOIP-^aiaft 

11. homophone 

HOM'-o-fta 

12. komophonous 

hs-MOF-MUS 

Con you pronouncu Hiu words? (Ill) 

1. paternity 

p»>TUR'H»-tee 

2. paternal 

P»>TUR'hh1 



3. paternalism ' 

4. patemalistk: 

5. patriarch 

6. patriarchal 

7. patriarchy 

8. patricide 

9. patricidal 


po4aiii'-^LlS^-tik 

PAV-tfte-ahikf 

fMgK-tiee-AHR'4nl 

PAY'-treo-ahr'-kee 

PAT.|>4fd' 

paf-ro^r-dal 


Can you pronounco the words? (IV| 


1. matriarch 

2. matriarchy 

3. matriarchal 

4. maternity 

5. maternal 

6. matron 

7. matronly 

8. alma mater 

9. matrimony 

10. matrimonial 

11. matricide 

12. matriddtd 


MAY'-tiee-abildr 

MAY'*tiee-ahi'-kee 

my'-ttee>AHR'-^al 

m»<TUR'-09-tee 

in»-TURN'-ol 

MAY'-tna 

MAY'man-Iee 

AL'-nw MAY'-tw 

or AHL'-maMAH'-tar 

MAT-n-mO-nee 

mat-n-MO'-oee-al 

MAr-ta-sur 

inat4»Sl'><M 


Can you pronounco Iho words? (V) 

1. suicide 

2. suicidal 


3. fratricide 

4. fratricidal 

5. savridda 

6. sororiddal 

7. homicide 

8. hamidd/d 

9. regidde 

10. regidddl 


S0!y-o^(r 

s(n>»5l'-d9l 

FRAr-i»did' 

frat-ra-sr-dal 

8»ltAWR'-s-dd' 

HCMi'-s.dd' 

bom'-^sr-dal 

SEJ'-a-dtr 

icT-a^r-dsI 
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Cm you proiipuiiM III* words? (VB 

1. uxaHeUt 

iik-SAWR!'-»4id' 

2. ujurtddti 

iik-aa«n'<»^-dai 

3. marUddt 


4. maritlddgl 

ni94it'-«-Sr-rial 

5. btfmUdd* 

lii^AN'-t»«r 

6u btfaHOeUal 

ki-fn'-ta^-<bl 

7. genocide 

JBNT-Mld' 

8. gtnocUd 

ien'-»5r<del 

9. parHeUe 

PAIR'<»dir 

l(k pankkU 

tMiri-»«r-dal 

Cm you work wNh Hio words? CO 


1. ijmiiltBnqr 

a. nmidaroCone^firilwr 

2. diletlaiitini 

b. aioenhepatriotiam 

3. diMniniin 

& mmkrofoie^nikr 

4. patrimony 

d. inhRilanca&aaoiie*bfla 

3. patricide 

a. amidar of ooA abler 


1 nmiderof ooebfaiodier 

7. fkatridde 

g. mnderofapenoB 

8. aoioricida 

h. toad]ggg. 

y* BOIIIICKIO 

L*Snide^ one’s modier 

la eegieida 

j. daMding 

KEY: l-li,2H,3-b,4-d,5^6-i,'M,8-e»9^10-e 


Con ya« work wNh Hm word*? OQ 
1. morickto 

UIUUIUCKID 
jpBQOGNW 

4. amrinioiqr 

5. ■HlliUCll 
C. matanitjr 
7 . nalRM 


bk killing of one^diikl 
e. fathediood 
1 BotheMvler 
B. kilHngofon^irife 
t oUernramui 
g. ooe’kieiiooloroolleik 




9* fWlBIOi^ 
IOl pstriareli 


k* modieriiood 

L cMnuiogowEiiiBiiKNMott 
kDHQg of ifiuAb paap§ cC 

peopte 


KEY: l-eb2^3-.J.4^5Hl,6-lv7-i;8-^9-<,l(W 


Can you work wHh tho words? |lll| 


1. parricide 

2. patmymie 

3. diaovinlstie 

4. syoofdiaiitie 

5. diafdianoua 

6. dflettantl 

7. tyro 

8 . virtooBO 

9. termagant 


a. catering to people of power 
orpositioir 

b. name from father 
e. dabbkia 

d an acooiDplifllied musician 
e. filmy^ganzy 
L blatantly ove i p atri otic 

g. lood-montfaed woman 

h. abegfamer 

L Idlliog of ehhm or both.pan- 
ents 


KEY: l-i,2-b,3-f»4-^5-e.6-c»7-4u8-d9-g 


Con you work wHh the words? (IV) 

1. synonyms 


2. antonyms 

3. homonyms 

4. patemalim 

5. suicide 

6. mariticide 


a. systmn in which Uiose in 
power have a f ather-diild re- 
laliondiip with subordinates 

b. like a strict disdidlnarian 

c. selHdlling 

d. fatheriy 

e. referring to or like* dme 
who af an art 

t wofds that sound alfloe but are 
ipeOed diflerendy and haus 
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7. martinetish 

g. fN»d8of dinilarineaiiiiig 

fi. dOeltantidi 

h. rdEeniqg to^ or fike^ an older 
wmnan 

9. paternal 

i husband'killing 

10. matronly 

j. words of opposite meaning 


KEY: 1-* 2-}. 3-f, 4-a, 5-c, 6-4. 7-b. 8-e, 9-d, 10-h 


Con you work with the words? (V) 

1. harridan 

a. motherly 

2. homophones 

b. similar in meaning 

3. maternal 

c. referring to a system in which 

4. matrimonial 

older men are in power 
d. the same in sound but not in 

5. anonymous 

spelling or meaning 
e. likely to kill; referring to the 

6. antonymous 

lolling of a person 
t referring to a system in which 


older women are in power 

7. homonymous 

g. virago 

8. patriarchal 

h. opposite in meaning 

9. matriarchal 

1. r^erring to marriage 

10. homicidal 

}. words that sound the same 


KEY; 2-“jt 3— H, 4— i, 5— b> 6— Ii» 7— 8 m;, 10— c 


Do you understand Hie words? 

1. Does a s^vopAonric attitude diow 
sincere admiration? 

2. Is di diaphanous gom 

3. Does d£{efiaft^i»R show firmness and 
tenacity? 

4. Is a tyro particularly skfllful? 

5. Is a violin W^iioso an acccmiplidied 
musician? 


YBS NO 

YBS NO 
YES NO 

YES NO 
YES NO 
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6. laaltfrifMigaRrapleasamperm 

7. IXms cAoaWMiesm show 

8. Does a substaotial fwirdinony obviate 
financial insecurity? 

9. If you know a pmon*s patronymic can 
you deduce his father’s name? 

10. Is a pntriurcfc a male? 

11. Does a fifu/riarcA have a good deal of 
power? 

12. Does/raTficidemeanmurder of one’s 
sister? 

13. Did the assassin of Abraham Uncoln 
commit re^cide? 

14. Do dictators and tyrants sometimes 
commit genocide? 

15. Ate an laorlcaia/ husband and his 
tnariticiddl wife likely to have a peaceful 
and affectionate marriage? 


ns 

YBS 
YES 

YBS MO 

YES NO 
YES MO 

YES MO 

YES NO 

‘ YES NO 

YES MO 


KBY: 1-00, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, S-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yes, 
10-yes, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-yes, 14-yes, IS-no 


Can you recall the words? ID 

1. father-killing {noun) 1. P. 

2. wife-killing (noun) 2. U- 

3. mature woman 3. M. 

4. toadying to people of influence 4. 

(fld/.) 

5. skilled musician 5. V. 

6. mcaggerated patriotism 6. C. 

7. turbulent female (three 7. T. 

words) or H. 

or V- 

8. name derived from father’s 8. P- 

name 

9. powerful father figure in a 9. P... 

ruling positkm 
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lot powerful fflodier Ague is • 

la M-. 

ndiqg poiidoii 


11. mdthedly 

11. hi- 

12. motheriiaod 

12 M- 

13. maniaie 

13. M_ 

14. one’s school or college 

14. A_ 

IS. atdtode of catering to wealdi 

15. S— 

or prestige (noun) 


16. kil^ of a race or nation 

16. a_ 

17. dabUibg in the fine arts 

17. D_ 

(noiiR) v 


18. a beginner in a field 

18. T_ 

19. {dural of irirtuom (Italian 

19. V_ 

form) ^ 

' 

20. having an attitu^ of excesuve 

20. C_ 

patriotism (adf.) 


21. inhmitance from fatiier 

21. P_ 

22. sheer, transparent 

22. Dl_ 

23. motii^kilfing (noun) 

23. M_ 

24. brotha^iliing (noioi) 

24. F_ 

25. ristR^dUing (noun) 

25. S 

26. killing of a human bring 

26. H_ 

27. killing of one’s ruler 

27. R_ 

28. killing of a baby 

28. 

29. UlUng of one’s husband 

29. M_ 

30. killing of rither parmit <» of 

30. P_ 

botii parents 



KEY: l-patridde, 2-ii»)ridde, 3-iiutron, 4-5yc(q4iaiit^ 

080 , 6-duniviiiisai, 7-teimagaiit, banidan, viiagou S'-iWt- 
nMqnnic^ 9-|Mti:jaidi, 10-matiir cdi, 11-inatmial, 
IZ-matMiiily, 13-iiiatrimony, 14-akia mater, IS-^yco- 
lAancy, 16-t8iiocicle^ 17-dileHantiimi, 18-t]rrak 197vir> 
tnod, TO-chaneliiistic^ 21-patriiiiony, 22-diapbaiioiiy, 
23-inatticide^ 24-fratricide^ 25-SQioricide, 26-lK>iiUcid4 
27-n8ieide, 28-jafBmicide, 2S>-maritiddek 30-parrieide I 
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Ccm you rocoH tho words? (II) 


1. words of sumlar meaning 

1. S- 

2. words of opposite meaning 

2. A. 

3. words of the same sound 

3. IL 
or H. 

4. fatherly 

4. P_ 

5. protective and fatherly toward 

5. P_ 

one’s subordinates (adj,) 

6. older woman 

6. M 

7. self-destructive 

7. S_ 

8. meaning the same (adj.) 

8. SL 

9. having opposite meanings 

9. A. 

(adj.) 

10. sounding the same but spelled 

10. H. 

differently (adj.) 

or HL 


KEY: l-synonyms» 2-«ntonyms, 3-bomonyms or homophones, 
4-patenial, 5-pateniidistic, 6-matron» 7-suicidal, 8-syii- 
onymous, Sl-antonymous, l(V4iomoiiymoiis or homo- 
phonous 


(End of Session 29) 


SESSION 30 

ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 

1 . brothers ond sisters, wives and husbands 

Prater, brother; soror, sister; uxor, wife; and maritus, husband 
— these roots are the source of a number of addition^ English 
words: 


305 





1. to 1 raUniiz 0 to have a 

brotheily rdationdiip (with). This vexb may be used to indicate 
social intexcouise between peojde, iixespective of sex. as in. 
**Membeis of the faculty often fraternized aShei sdiool hours,** 

Additionally, and perhaps more commonly, there may be the 
implication of having a social relationship with one’s subordinates 
in an organization, or even with one’s so-called inferiors, as in, 
“The president of the college was reluctant to fraternize with fac- 
ulty members, preferring to keep all her contacts with them on an 
exclusively professional basis’*; or as in, “The artist enjoyed fraU 
ernizing with thieves, drug addicts, prostitutes, and pimps, partly 
out of social perversity, partly to find interesting faces to put in his 
paintings.’* “ ^ 

The verb also gained a new meaning during and after World 
War n, when soldiers of occupying armies had sexual relations 
with the women of conquered countries, as in, “Military personnel 
were strictly forbidden to fraternize with the enemy.’* (How 
euphemistic can you get?) 

Can you write the noun form of fraternize? . 

2. fraternal (fro-TUR'-nal) — ^brotherly. The word also desig- 
nates non4dentical (twins). 

3. fraternity (fra-TUR^-nc-tee) — a men’s organization in a high 
school or college, often labeled with Greek letters (the Gamma 
Delta Epsilon Fraternity) ; or any group of people of similar inter- 
ests or profession (the medical fraternity, the financial fraternity), 

4. sorority (sa-RAWR'-a-tee) — a women’s organization in 
high school or^ college, again usually Greek-lettered; or any 
women’s social club. 

5. uxorious (uk-SAWR'-ee-as) — an adjective describing a man 
who excessively, even absurdly, caters to ^jdotes o n, worships, and 
submits to the most oudcmdi^ or outrap5(^ demands of, his 
wife. This word is not synon]^ou8 widi henpecked, as the hen- 
pecked husband is dominated by his wife, perhaps because of his 
own fear or weakness, while the uxorious husband is dominated 
only by his neurosis, and quite likdy the wife finds his ux- 
oriousness (uk-SAWR'-ee-mies) comical or a pain in the neck. 
(There can, indeed, be too much of a good thingl) 
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6. laraiW-^pertaioiiig to^ dMaacteristlo ot or UAtOag, a wtfo» 
as uxorial daties» privilegpi» aditiidc8» etc. 

7. marital (MAIR'-^t^)---etyim>logically, pertainiqg or 

ring to, or characteristic o^ a huriMmd; hot the meaning has 
changed to indude the marriage relationship of both husband and 
wife (don’t ever let anyone tdl yoo that our language is not 
sexist!), as mariud duties, obligations, privileges, arguments, etc. 
Hence extramarital is litmlly outside the marriage, as in extnh 
mafital affairs (hanky-panky with someone other than one’a 
spouse). And premarital (Latin prefix pre-, before) describes 
events that occur before a planned marriage, as premarital sex, a 
premarital agreement as to the division of property, etc. 


2. of cabbages and kings (without the cobbage) 

Rex, regie is Latin for king. Tyrannosaurus rex was the Idi^ 
. i e., the largest) of the dinosaurs (etymologically, **king of die 
’. rant lizards”). Dogs are often nam^ Rex to fool them into 
inking they are kings rather than slaves. And regal (REB'-gal) 

. royal, or fit for a king, hence magnificent, stately, hnperioos, 
plendid, etc., as in regal bearing or manner, a regal mansion, a 
^egal reception, etc. The noun is regality (ra-OAL'-o-tee). 

Regalia (ro-GAYL'-yo), a plural noun, designated the emblems 
or insignia or dress of a king, and now refers to any impressively 
formal clothes; or, more commonly, to the decorations, insignia, 
or uniform of a rank, position, office, social club, etc. *nrhe 
Shriners were dressed in full regalia,*" *The five-star general ap- 
peared in full regalia,*" etc. 


3. "madness" of oil sorts 

The monomaniac develops an abnormal obsession in respect to 
one particular thing (Greek monos, one), but is otheiwise 
mal. The obsession itself, or the obsessiveness, is monomania 
(mon'-o-MAV'-nee-g), the adjective is monemardacal (mon'-a- 
me-Nr-g-kal). Monomaniaeal, like the adjective forms of various 
other manias, b tricky to pronottnoe---i;niictioe carefully to make 
sure you can say it conectl^ without stuttering. 
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P^fdiolosy mogoizes otfier d)tioiiiial states, all designating d)* 
essioDs, and built on Oieek numia» madnemu 

1. dipsomania (diiZ-sa-KfAY'-nee-e) — mcobid oompiilsloii tc 
Mp on absoibmg atooholic beverages (Greek ^psa, tihiist). Thi 
MpsomaniachBshtm defined as the perscm lor whom one drink h 
too many, a thousand not enou^ Recent investigations sugges 
fiiat dipsomania, or alcoholism, may not necessarily be caused b] 
amdet^ or frustrations, but possibly by a metabolic or ifiiysio- 
logical disorder. 

Adjective: dipsomaniacai (dip^-so*ma-Nl'-9-kal). 

2. kleptomania (klep'-te-MAY'-nee-c) — morbid compulsion tc 
steal, not from any economic motive, but simply because the 
urge to take another’s possessions is irresistible, llie kleptonumim 
(Greek kiepte, thief) may be wealthy, and yet be an obses^vt 
shoplifter. The kleptomaniac, for reasons diat psychologists an 
stm arguing about, is more often a female than a male, and ma] 
pinch her best friend’s valueless trinket, or a dieap ashtray or sal 
shaker from a restaurant, not because riie wants, let alone needs 
the article, but because she apparently can’t help herself; she get 
carried away. (When she ar^es home, she may toss it in i 
drawer with other loot, and never look at it again.) 

Can you write (and correctly pronounce) the adjective* 

3. pyromania (pf-ro-MAY'-nee-o) — morbid compulsion to se 
fires, l^omania riiould not be confosed with incendiarism (in 
Sl^'-dee-o-riz-om), which is the malicious and deliberate bumini 
of another’s property, and is not a compulsive need to see th< 
flames and enjoy the thrill of the heat and the smoke. Some pyro 
maniacs join volunteer fire companies, often heroically putting on 
the very blazes th^ themselves have set An incendiary (in-SEN' 
dee-air-ee) is antisocial, and usually sets fires for revenge. Either o 
these two dangerous diaracters is called, oolloquiaUy, a ‘‘firebug.** 

In law, setting to another’s, or to one’s own, proper^ foi 
the purpose of economic gain (such as the collection of the pro 
ceeds of an insurance policy) is called arson (AHR'-sen) and is \ 
fdony. The pyromaniac sets fire for the thrill; the incendiary to 
revenge; the arsonist (AHR'-se-nist) for money. 

Pyromania is built on Gre^ pyrnr, fire; incen^arism on Lath 
Incendo, incensus, to set fire ; arson on Latin ardo, arsus, to bum. 
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Can yod Swtite^ and prononncn, adjective iotm dt' pyrotna- 
niac? ; — ^ ^ 

4. megalomania (meg'-d-la-MAY'-nee-a) — morbid delusioaa^ 
of grandeur^ power, importance, godliness, etc. Jokes accusing Ite 
heads of governments of megalomania are common. Here*s an old 
chestnut from the forties: 

Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin were talking about their 
dreams. 

Churchill: I dreamed last night that God had made me 
Prime Minister of the whole world. 

Roosevelt: 1 dreamed that God had made me President of 
the whole world. 

Stalin: How could you gentlemen have such dreams? / 
didn’t dream of offering you those positions! 

Hitler, Napoleon, and Alexander th<* Great have been called 
mpgalomaniacs — all three certainly had deiusions about their in- 
vincibility. 

Can you write (and pronounce correctlyl) the adjective derived 

from megalomaniac? 

Megalomania is built on Greek megas, great, big, large, plus 
mania, 

[Can you think of the word for what someone speaks through 
to make the sound (phone) of his voice greater? 


5. nymphomania (nim'-fa-MAY'-nee-a) — morbid, incessant, 
uncontrollable, and intense desire, on the part of a female, for 
sexual intercourse (from Greek nymphe» bride, plus mania). 

The persoh? 

The adjective? 

6. satyromania (sa-teer'-a-MAY'-nee-o) — the same mortiid, fan 
cessant, etc. desire on the part of a niate (ftom Greek satyros^ 
satyr, plus mania). 

The person? ' - - - - - t 

The adjective? ^ . - 
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A satyr (SAY'-tar) was a mydicildtfcal Greek god» notorioi 
for lecbery. He had hocus, pointed ears, and die kjgs of a goat; tl 
cest of him was in human ImnL Satyromania is also called sa 
y^ais (saf-o-RI'-o-ris). 


4. and now phobias 

So much for maniacs. There is another side to the ooin. Just i 
personality disorders can cause morbid attraction toward certai 
things or acts (stealing, fire, power, sex, etc.)» so also other emc 
tional ills can cause violent or morM repMons to certain cond 
dons, thipgs, or situations. There are people who have irration; 
and deqi-seated dread of cats, dogs, fir^ the number thirteei 
snakes, thunder or li ghtning , vaiions colors, and so on almo: 
without end:* Sudh morbid dread or foar Is mdled, in the languag 
of psychology, a phobia, and we mi^t pause to investigate tli 
three most common ones. These are: 

1. claustrophobia (Idaw'-stre-Pfy-bee-e) — morbid dread c 
being physicaUy hemmed in, ci enclosed spaces, of crowds, et< 
From Latin claustmm, enclosed place, plus Greek phobia, morbi 
fear. The person: daustmphobe (KLAW'-stxa-fdb'). Adjective 
claustrophobic (Idaw'-stio-Ffy-bik). 

2. agoraphobia (gg'-o-ra-Ffy-bee-o) — ^morbid dread of ope 
^ce, the reverse of claustrophobia. People suffering from agorc 
phobia prefer to stay drat in dieir homes as much as possible 
and become panio-atridmn in sudi places as open fidds, large pub 
lie buildings, airport terminals, etc. From Greek agora, mark< 
place, plus phobia. 

The person? ■ . . . . ^ 

The adjective? — 

3. acrophobia (ak’-re^Ffy-bee-a) — morbid dread of higi 
places. The victims of this fear will not climb ladders or trees, o 
stand on teqis of fomiture. They refuse to go onto the roof of < 
building or look out the window of one of the higher floors. Fkoii 
Gi^ ofm, highest, plus phobia. 

The person? . ■ 

The. adjective? - — — 

• Pbr MM d tiMN emlHfe flwWH, M Appradix. 



REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PRFnX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. f rater, fratris 

brother 

2 ioror 

sister 

3. uxor 

wife 

4 murifus 

husband 

5. rex, rcgis 

king 

6 marua 

madness 

7. monos 

one 

•ac 

noun suffix. 

9 . -al 

“one who” 
adjective suffix 

0 d/psa 

thirst 

1 . H/ep/e 

thief 

2. pyros 

fire 

3. incendo, incensus 

to set fire 

4 ardo, arsui 

to bum 

5 . mega 

great, large, big 

5. phone 

sound 

7 satyros 

satyr 

< nymphe 

bride 

) claustrum 

enclosed place 

) agora 

market place 

. akros 

highest 

•ic 

adjective suffix 

phobia 

morbid dread 

. pre- 

before 

. extra- 

outside 



ING THE WORDS 

1 you pronounco tho wordf ? (0 
fraiermziB FRAT -or-nl^ 
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2. fraternizaiion 

frat'-ar-ne-ZAY'-shan 

3. fraternal 

fn-TUR'-nal 

4. fraternity 

fra-TUR'-na-tee 

5. sorority 

sa-RAWR'-a-tee 

6. uxorious 

uk-SAWR'-ee-as 

7. uxorial 

uk-SAWR'-ec-al 

8. marital 

MAlR'-a-tal 

9. extramarital 

ek'-stra-MAIR'-a-tal 

10. premarital 

pree-MAIR'-a-tal 

11. regal 

REE'-gal 

12. regality 

ra-OAL'-a-tce 

13. regalia 

ra-GAYL'-ya 

Con you work with the words? (1) 

1. fraternize 

a. pertaining to, characteristic 
of, or befitting, a wife 

2. fraternal 

b. outside the marriage 

3. sorority 

c. kingly, royal; splendid, 
stately, magnificent, etc. 

4. uxorious 

d. referring to marriage 

5. uxorial 

c. before marriage 

6. marital 

f. socialize 

7. extramarital 

g. excessively indulgent to, o 
doting on, one’s wife 

8. premarital 

brotherly 

9. regal 

badges, insignia, dress, etc 
of rank or office 

10. regalia 

sisterhood 


KEY: 1-f, 2-h, 3-j. 4-g, 5-a, 6-d, 7-b. 8-^, 9-c, 10-i 


Cqii you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. monomania mon'-o-MAY'-nce-s 

2. monomaniac mon'-o-MAY^-nee-ak 



3. monomaniacal 

4. dipsomania 

5. dipsomaniac 

6. dipsomaniacal 

7. kleptomania 

8. kleptomaniac 

9. khptomaniacal 

10. pyromania 

11. pyromaniac 

12. pyromaniacal 


mon^-d-nid-Nr-a-kal 

dip'-s8-MAY^^ee-® 

dip'-s3-MAY'-nee-ak 

dip'-s^m^-Nr-o-kol 

klep'-te-MAY'-nee-o 

klep'-ta-MAY'-nee-ak 

klep'-io-ma-Nr-d-kal 

pf-rd-MAY'-nce-a 

pr-rs-MAY'-nee-ak 

pf-rs-ma-Nr-o-kai 


Can you work with the words? (It) 

1. monomania 

2. dipsomania 

3. kleptomania 

4. pyromania 


a. obsession for alcohol 

b. obsession for setting fires 

c. obsession in one area 

d. obsession for thievery 


KEYi 1— c, 2~ay 3*^, 4—b 


Can you pronounce the words? (Ill) 


1. incendiarism 

2. incendiary 

3. arson 

4. arsonist 

5. megalomania 

6. megalomaniac 

7. megalomaniacat 

8. nymphomania 

9. nymphomaniac 

10. nymphomaniacal 

11. satyromania 

12. satyromaniacal 

13. satyriasis 


in-SEN'“dee-3-riz-am 

in-SEN'-dee-air-ce 

AHR'-san 

AHR'-sa-nist 

mcg'-a-lo-MAY'-nec-o 

meg^-e-la-MAY'-nee-ak 

meg'-o-ld-m^-Nr-a-kdl 

nimMo-MAY'-nee-o 

nimMo-MAY'-nee-ak 

nim'-fo-ma-NP-o-kdl 

so-teer'-o-MAY-nee-o 

sa-tecf'-o-ms-NP-a-kel 

sat'-a-RP-a-sis 
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Can you pronounce the words? |fV| 


1. ikusirophdbia 

2. dimtrophobe 

3. daustrophobic 

4. agoraphobia 

5. agoraphobe 

6. agoraphobic 

7. acrophobia 

8. acrophobe 

9. acrophobic 


klaV-stre-Fiy-bec-e 

KLAW'-stre-f6b' 

klaw'-stra-FO'-bik 

ag'-o-ro-FO'-bec-e 

AG'-a-n>-f6b' 

ag'-o-ra-FO'-bik 

ak'-re-FO'-bee-d 

AK'-re-f6b' 

ak'-ra-FO-bik 


Gan you %tfork with the words? (Ill) 

1. inoendiarism 

2. arson 

3. m^loftiania 

4. nymphomania 

5. satyromania 

6. claustrophobia 

7. agoraphobia 

8. acrophobia 


a. delusions of grandeur 

b. compulsive sexual needs on 
the part of a male 

c. morbid dread of open spaces 

d. morbid dread of enclosed 
places 

e. malicious setting of fires, as 
for revenge, etc. 

f. morbid dread of heights 

g. compulsive sexual needs on 
the part of a female 

h. felony of setting fire for eco- 
nomic gain 


KEY: l-«,2-h,3-a,4-g,5-b,6-d,7-€,8-f 


Con you work wHh the words? (IV) 

1. incendiary a. one who has delusions oi 

greatness or power 

2. arsonist b. male compulsion for sexual 

intercourse 
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3. megaloinaniae 

4. nymphomaniac 

5. satyriasis 

6. claustrophobe 

7. agoraphobe 

8. acrophobe 

KEY: 1-d, 2-g, 3-^, 4-h, 574> 


e. one sriio fears riiut*hi or 
crowded places 

d. one who sets fires out of 
malice 

e. one who fears heights 

t one who fears large or opea 

g. one who sets fires for eco- 
nomic and illegal profit 

h. woman with compulsive, fe- 
cessant sexual desire 


6— c, 7— f, 8— e 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is a rororiiy a men's organization? 

YES 

NO 

2. Is an uxorious husband likely to be 

YES 

NO 

psychologically dependent on his wife? 

3. Are exiromoi^lia/ affairs adulterous? 

YES 

NO 

4. Do VIPs often receive regal tieatment? 

YES 

NO 

S. Is an admiral of the fleet in regaffe 

YES 

NO 

informally dressed? 

6. Do monomonfeco/ people have varied 

YES 

NO 

interests? 

7. Can a dlpsomanmc safely indulge in 

YES 

NO 

social drinking? 

8. Do people of pynomanfeco/ tendencies 

YES 

NO 

fear fire? 

9. Is inceiididrism an uncontrollable 

YES 

NO 

impulse? 

10. Doesanorsonfsf expect a reward for 

YES 

NO 

his actions? 



11. Is it necessary to seduce a 

YES 

NO 

nymphomaniac? 
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12. Do megalSofriaitl 0 i^ 

YES 

NO 

of themselves? 



13. Is a 5 afynoinanl 0 C lecherous? 

YES 

NO 

14. Arc satyriasis uid asceticism 

YES 

NO 

compatible conditions? 



15. Does a c/uttsffopAohe enjoy cramped 

YES 

NO 

quarters? 



16. Would an agoraphobe be comfortable 

YES 

NO 

in a small cell-like room? 



17. Does an ncrop/iofie enjoy 

YES 

NO 


mountain-climbing? 


KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-ycs, 4-yes, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 
10-yes, 11-no, 12-no, 13-yes, 14-no, 15-no, 16-yes, 
17-no 


Con you recoil the words? 

1. to socialize 1. 

2. excessively indulgenjt to, and 2. 

doting on, one’s wife 

3. full dress, with ribbons, 3, R. 

insignia, badges of office, etc. 

4. obsessed in one area or with 4. M. 

one overriding interest (adj.) 

5. having a compulsion to set 5. 

(ires (od/.) 

6. having a psychological 6. 1C. 

compulsion to steal (od/.) 

7. person who sets fires for 7. L.. 

revenge 

8. felony of putting the torch to 8. A., 

property for economic profit 

9. obsessive need for sexual 9. S_ 

gratification by a male or S_ 
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10. morbidly dreading enclosed or 10. 
cramped places (.adl) 

11. morbidly dreading heights 11. 

(adn 

12. morbidly dreading wide-open 12. A- 

spaces (adj,) 

13. having delusions of grandeur 13. M. 

or power (adj.) 

14. leferring to a female who 14. N- 

obsessively needs sexual 

gratification {ad}.) 

15. alcoholism 15. D- 

16. stealing for thrills or out of 16. KL 

psychological compulsion 

iadi.) 

17. brotherly 17. F- 

18. characteristic of, or befitting, 18. U- 

a wife 

19. referring to, characteristic of, 19. M 
or involved in, the matrimonial 
relationship 

20. kingly; royal; splendid; etc. 20. 

21. outside the marriage (adj.) 21. £_ 

22. before marriage (adj.) 22. P. 


KEY: 1 -fraternize, 2-uxorious, 3-regalia, 4-inonomamacal, 
5-pyromaniacal, 6-kleptomaaiacal, 7-incendiary, 8-arson, 
9-satyromania or satyriasis, 10-daustrophobic, 11-acro- 
phobic, 12-agoraphobic, 13-megalomaniacal, 14-nympho- 
maniacal, 15-dipsoraania, 16-kleptomaniacal, 17-lrater- 
nal, 18-uxorial, 19-marital, 20-regal, 21-extramarital, 
22-premarital 


(End of Session 30) 
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SESSION 31 


ORIGINS AND REUTED WORDS 

1 . no reverence 

The iconocl€ut sneers a t convention and tradition, attempts i 
expose our cherished beliefs, our revered traditions, or our sterei 
typical thinking as shams and myths. H. L. Mencken was the grei 
iconifclast of the 1920s; Tom Wolfe {The Kandy-Kolored Tcu 
gerine-Flake Streamline Baby)^ of the 1960s. 

Adolescence is that confused and rebellious time of life ; 
which iconoclasm (I-KON'-a-klaz'-am) is quite normal — ^indee 
the adolescent who is not iconoclastic (I-kon'-a-KLAST-ik) t 
some degree might be considered either immature or maladjuste 
The words are from eikon, a religious image, plus klaein, ; 
break. Iconoclasm is not of course restricted to religion. 

2. is there a God? 

Atheist combines the Greek negative prefix a- with theos. Go 
Do not confuse atheism (AY'-thec»iz-am) with agnosticism (ai 
NOS'-to-siz-am), the philosophy that claims that God is unknowi 
ble, that He may or may not exist, and that human beings a 
never come to a final conclusion about Him. The agnostic (aj 
NOS'-tik) does not deny the existence of a deity, as does the ath 
ist, but simply holds that no proof can be adduced one way or tl 
other. 

3. how to know 

Agnostic (which is also an adjective) is built on the Greek ro 
gnostos, known, and the negative prefix n-. An agnostic clair 
that all but material phenomena is unknown, and, indeed, ui 
knowable. 

A diagnosis (df-ag-Nfy-sis), constructed on the allied Gret 
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)ot gnosis, knowledge, plus d/o-, dirou^, is a kno^g through 
camination or testing. A prognosis (prog-NCyHsis), oo the other 
and, is etymologically a knowing beforehand, hence a prediction, 
merally, but not solely, as to the course of a disease. (The Greek 
refix pro-, before, plus gnosis.) 

Thus, you may say to a doctor: “What’s the diagnosis. Doc?” 
“Diabetes.” 

Then you say, “And what’s the prognosis?'' 

“If you take insulin and watch your diet, you’ll soon be as good 
i new.” 

The doctor’s prognosis, then, is a forecast of the development 
r trend of a disease. The doctor knows beforehand, from previ- 
us similar cases, what to expect 

The verb form of diagnosis is diagnose (df-ag-NOS') ; the verb 
»nn of prognosis is prognosticate (prog-NOS^-to-kayt^. To use 
le verb prognosticate correctly, be sure that your meaning in- 
Mves the forecasting of developments from a consideration of 
mptoms or conditions — ^whether the problem is physical, men- 
il, political, economic, psychological, or what have you. 

In school, you doubtless recall taking diagnostic (df-ag-NOS^* 
k) tests; these measured not what you were supposed to have 
arned during the semester, but your general knowledge in a field, 
) that your teachers would know what remedial steps to take, just 
> doctors rely on their diagnosis to decide what drugs or treat- 
leiits to prescribe. 

In a reading center, various diagnostic machines and tests are 
sed — these tell the clinician what is wrong with a student’s read- 
(g and what measures will probably increase such a student’s 
fading efficiency. 

The medical specialist in diagnosis is a diagnostician (df- 
5-nos-TISH'-an). 

The noun form of the verb prognosticate is prognostication 
prog-nos'-ta-KA Y'-shan ) , 


. getting back to God 
Theos, God, is also found in: 

1. Monotheism (MON'-a-thee-ix-am) — belief in one God, 
Monos, one, plus theos, God.) 
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U^ng atheism, a^telst, and atheistic as a model, write the word 

fbr the person who believes in one God: 

The adjective? - ... 

2. Polytheism (POL'-ee-thee-iz-am) — ^belief in many gods, as 
in ancient Greece or Rome. {Polys, many, plus theos.) 

The person with such a 

The adjective? 

3. Pantheism (PAN'-thec-iz-am) — ^belief that God is not in 
man*s image, but is a combination of all forces of the universe. 

{Pan, all, plus theos,) The person? 

The adjective? 

4. Theology (thee-OL'-a-jee) — ^the study of God and religion. 
{Theos plus logos, science or study.) 

The student is a theologian (thee'-a-LO'-jan), the adjective is 
theological (thee'-a-LOJ'-a-kal). 


5. of sex and the tongue 

A lecher practices lechery (LECH'-ar-ee). The derivation is 
Old French techier, to lick. The adjective lecherous (LECH'-a- 
ras) has many close or not*5o-close synonyms, most of their 
also, and significantly, Starting with the letter /, a sound former 
with the tongue, supposedly the seat of sensation. 

1. libidinous (la-BIiy-a-nas) — ^from libido, pleasure. 

2. lascivious (la-SlV'-ce-as) — ^from lascivia, wantonne^ 

3. lubricious (Idb-BRlSH'-as) — ^from lubricus, slippery, th< 
same root found in lubricate. The noun is lubricity (IdO-BRIS' 
a-tee). 

4. ficentious (lI>SEN'-shas) — from licere to be permitted, th< 
root from whidi we get license, etymologically, ''permission,*’ an< 
illicit, etymologically, "not permitted.” 

5. lewd — ^the previous four words derive from Latin, but thi 
one is from Anglo^axon lewed, vile. 

6. lustful — ^from an Anglo-Saxon "word meaning pleasure, de 
sire. Noun: lust. 
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Libidinous, lascivious^ lubricious, licentious, lewd, lecherous, 
tstful are seven adjectives that indicate sexual desire and/or ac- 
vity. The implication of all seven words is more or less deroga- 
)ry. 

Each adjective becomes a noun with the addition of the noun 
jfhx -ness; lubricity and lust are alternate noun forms of two of 
le adjectives. 


. of sex and ^he itch 

Prurient (PR(5t)'-ee-ant), from Latin prurio, to' itch, to long 
jr, describes someone who is filled with great sexual curiosity^ 
esire, longing, etc. Can you form the noun? - 

Pruritis (prdbr-i'-tis), from the same root, is a medical condi- 
on in which the sk'm is very itchy, but without a rash or enip- 
ons. (Scratch enough, of course, as you will be irresistibly 
irnpted to do, and something like a rash will soon appear.) The 
djective is prwitic (prdor-IT'-ik). 


. under and over 

Hypochondria (hi-pa-KON'-dree-a) is built on two Greek 
Jots: hypos, under, and chondros, the cartilage of the breast- 
one. I his may sound farfetched until you realize that under the 
reastbone is the abdomen; the ancient Greeks believed that mor- 
id anxiety about one's health arose in the abdomen — and no one 
. more mdrbidly, unceasingly, and unhappily anxious about 
ealtfa than the hypochondriac. 

Hypochondriac is also an adjective — ^an alternate and jnore 
ammonly used adjective form is hypochondriacal (hf-pa-kan- 
>Rr-a-kal). 

Hypos, under, is a useful root to know. The hypodermic needle 
enetrates uruler the skin; a hypothyroid person has an under- 
orking thyroid gland; hypotenaon is abnormally low blood pres- 
ire. 
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On the other hand, hyper is the Greek root meaning over. The 
hypercritical person is excessively fault-finding; hyperthyroidism is 
an overworking of the thyroid gland; hypertension is high blood 
pressure; and you can easily figure out the meanings of hyper-- 
acidity, hyperactive, hypersensitive, etc. 

The adjective forms of hypotension and hypertension are hypo 
tensive and hypertensive. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


FPtFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. etkon 

2. klaein 

3. a- 

4. theos 

5. gnostos 

6. -/vw 

7. -/c 

8. gnosis 

9. dia- 

10. pro- 

11. -ate 

12. -ion 

13. -ician 

14. monos 

15. polys 

16. pan 

17. logos 

18. -al 

19. prurio 

20. hypos 

21. hyper 

22. -4ve 


MEANING 
religious image 
to break 
negative prefix 
God 
known 
noun suffix 
adjective suffix 
knowledge 
through 
before 
verb suffix 
noun suffix for 
verbs ending in -ate 
one who; expert 
one 
many 
all 

science, study 
adjective suf^ 
to itch, to long for 
under 
over 

adjective suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (1} 


1. iconoclasm 

2. iconoclastic 

3. atheism 

4. atheistic 

5. agnostic 

6. agnosticism 
1. diagnosis 

8. diagnose 

9. diagnostic 

10. diagnostician 

11. prognosis 

12. prognostic 

13. prognosticate 

14. prognostication 


I^KON'-o-klaz-om 

i-kon'-^KLAS'-tik 

AY'-thee-ir-om 

ay'-thee*IS'-tik 

ag-NOS'-tik 

ag-NOS^-t9-siz-9m 

dr-og-NO'-sis 

Dr-og-nOs' 

dr-^^-NOS'-tik 

dT'-og-nos-TISH'-an 

prog-NO'-sis 

prog-NOS'-tik 

prog-NOS'-t^kayt' 

prog-nos'-ta-KAY'-shan 


Con you pronounce the words? (M) 


1. monotheism 

2. monotheist 

3. monotheistic 

4. polytheism 

5. polytheist 

6. polytheistic 

7. pantheism 

8. pantheist 

9. pantheistic 

10. theology 

11. theologian 

12. theological 


MON'-o-thee-iz-am 

MON'-^thec'-isl 

mon'-a-thec-IS'-tik 

JPOL'-ec-thec-iz-am 

POLZ-ee-thce'-ist 

poK-ee-thec-lS'-tik 

PANMhee-iz-am 

PANMhe©-ist 

panMhee-IS'-tik 

thee^OL'-a-jeo 

thee'-a-LO'-jan 

thee'-a-LOJ'-a-kal 
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Can you pronounce the words? (Ill) 


1. lechery 

2. lecherous 

3. libidinous 

4. lascivious 

5. lubricious 

6. lubricity 

7. licentious 

8. lewd 

9. lustful 

10. lust 


LECH'-or-ce 

LECH'-or-os 

la-BIiy-a-n^s 

lo-SIV'-ec-as 

1<K»-BRISH'-3S 

l<5b-BRIS'-»-tee 

iT-SBN'-shas 

L(JoD 

LUSr-fal 

LUST 


Con you pronounce the words? (IV) 


1. prurient 

2. prurience 

3. pruritis 

4. pruritic 

5. hypochondria 

6. hypochondriacal 

7. hypotension 

8. hypertension 

9. hypotensive 

10. hypertensive 


PRfjOR'*ce-ont 

PROt)R'-ee-rns 

probr-P-lis 

prdiir-fT'-ik 

hT-p.vKON'-dree o 

hi'-p.vkon-DRr-9-k3l 

hr-p(>-l'EN'-shc>n 

hr-por-TEN'-shon 

lii'-ptVTHN'-siv 

hr-p»r-TEiV.siv 


This has been a long chapter, and we have discussed, more or 
less in detail, over one hundred words. Just to keep everything 
straight in your mind now, see bow successfully you can work out 
the following matching exercises, which will concern any of the 
words discussed in this chapter. 


Con you work with the words? (I) 

1. martinet 

2. sycophancy 


a. lack of seriousness in an art 
or profession 

b. harridan, shrew 
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. dilettantism 
. tyro 
. virtup^ 

. termagant 
. chauvinism 
. patrimony 
. patronymic 
. patriarch 


c. excessive patriotism 

d. name from father 

e. venerable and influential old 
man 

f. beginntt 

g. brilliant pertomer 

h. bootlicking 

i. inheritance from father 

j. strict disciplinarian 


‘ Y: 1-j, 2-.h, 3-a, 4-f, 5-g. 6-b, 7-c, 8-i, 9-<l, 10-e 


n you work with the words? (Ill 

. patricide 
. alma mater 

. matricide 
. fratricide 
. uxoricide 
. uxorious 
. monomaniacal 
pyromaniacal 

megalomaniacal 

dipsomaniacal 


a. mother-killing 

b. tending to fixate obsessively 
on one thing 

c. wife-killing 

d. father-killing 

e. tending to set fires 

f . alcoholic 

g. wife-doting 

h. school or college from which 
one has graduated 

L tending to delusions of gran- 
deur 

]. brother-killing 


Y: 1-d, 2-h, 3-a, 4-ji 5-c, 6-g, 7-b, 8-«, 9-i, 10-f 


1 you work with the vrords? (Itll 

kleptomania a. disbelief in God 

libidinous b. belief in many god' 
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3. atheism 

4. agoosticism 

5. polytheism 

6. monotheism 

7. theology 

8. pantheism 

9. satyriasis 

10. hypochondria 


c. lewd 

d. belief that God is nature 

e. moibid anxiety about health 

f. belief in one God 

g. study of religion 

h. obsessive thievery 

i. abnormal male sexual needs 

j. skepticism about God 


KEV* l““h, 2-0, 3— a, 4— j, 5— b, 6— f, 7— g, 8— d, 9— i, 10— e 


Con you work with tho words? |(V) 

1. hypotension 

2. lascivious 

3. hypertension 

4. agnostic 

5. incendiarism 

6. arson 


*7. Iconoclasm 

8t prognosticate 
9. (hignosis 

10. prognosis 


9u high blood pressure 

b. malicious Ore-setting 

€. abnormally low blood pres- 
sure 

d. Ore-setting for illegal gain 

e. to forecast (probable devel- 
opments) 

f. a determination through ex- 
amination or testing of the 
nature, type, causes, etc. of a 
condition 

g. one who claims that ultimate 
reality is unknowable 

h. sexually Immoral 

L a foietdling of probable de- 
velopments 

}. a so^ng at tradition 


dV: l-^2p^3-a,f-g.5-4>.6-d,7-j,8-«,9-^, 104 
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an you work with the words? (V) 
[ prurience 

I satyromania 
1. agoraphobia 
\ claustrophobia 
). acrophobia 
5. theologian 
h lubricious 

^ hypochondriacal 
). hypotensive 

0 hypertensive 
1. pruritis 


a. abnormal need for sexual iiv- 
tercourse by a male 

b. fear of enclosed places 

c. student of religion 

d. sexual longing or curiosity 

e. fear of heights 

f. fear of open spaces 

g. having, or referring to, ab- 
normally low blood pressure 

b. itching 

i. having, or referring to, 
blood pressure 

j. sexually immoral; lewd 

k. beset by anxieties about one's 
health 


EY: 1-d, 2-a, 3-f, 4-b, S-e, 6-c, 7-j, 8-k, 9-g. 10-i, 1 1-h 


an you recall the words? tl) 


manias and phobias 


1. single fixed obsession 

1. M 

2. irresistible compulsion to set 

2. P_ 

fires 


3. unceasing desire, on the part 

3. N- 

of a woman, for sexual 


intercourse 


obsessive desire to steal 

4. K- 

5 delusions of grandeur 

•S. M. 

alcoholism 

6. D. 

/• compulsion for sexual 

7. S_ 

intercourse by a male 

or SL 



8. dread of heights 

9. dread of open spaces 

10. dread of cramped quarters 


8. A. 

9. A- 
10. C. 


KEY: 1-monomania, 2-pyromania, 3-nymphomania, 4-klepl 
mania, 5-megalomania, 6-dipsomania, T-satyromania 
satyriasis, 8-acrophobia, 9-agoraphobia, 10-claustrophol; 


Can you recall the words? (II) 


II. sex 

Write seven adjectives; all starting with L, more or less mean! 
**sexually immoral, desirous, etc.*’; write the adjective starting wj 
P meaning ^‘sexually curious or longing.” 


L 

r. 

5. T 

2. 

I 

fi 1 

3. 


T f 

4. 

L 

8. P. 


KEY: (i-7 in any order) 1-lecherous, 2-libidinous, 3-lasci' 
ous, 4-iubricious, 5-licentious, 6-lewd, 7-lustful, 8-pru 
ent 


Con you recall the words? (Ill) 


III! God 


1. study of religion 

1. T- 

2. belief that God is the sum total 

2. P- 

of natural forces 


3. ,beiiaf that there is no God 

3. A. 

A. belief that God’s existence is 

4. A. 

tmknowable 
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5. belief in one Qod 

6. belief in many gods 


5. M. 

6 . 


KEY: l-theoIogy» 2-pantheisni, . 3-atheism, 4-agnosticism, 
5-monotheism, 6-polytheism 


Can you recall the words? (IV) 


1. morbid anxiety about one’s 

1. H 

health 


2. high blood pressure 

2. H 

3. malicious fire-setting 

3. I 

4. the felony of setting fire for 

4. A 

economic gain 


5. sneering contempt for 

S. 1 

convention or tradition 


6. a forecast of development (of 

6. P 

a disease, etc.) 


7. designed to discover causes or 

7. D 

conditions (adj.) 


8. abnormally low blood pressure 

8. H 

9. to forecast (probable future 

9. P 

developments) by examining 


present conditions 


10. to determine the nature of a 

10. D 

disease, condition, or state by 


examination 


11. the act of forecasting (probable 

11. P 

future developments) by 


examining present conditions 


12. doctor who is an expert at 

12. Ti 

recognizing the nature of a 


disease or condition 


13. possessed of, or referring to, 

13. H 

Ugh blood pressure 
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14. R. 


14. poaiessed of« or referring to, 
abnormally low blood pressure 

15. one who studies religion 15. T. 


K£Y: l-hypochondria, 2-hypertension, 3-incendiarism, 4-arsc 
5-iconoclasm, 6-prognosis, 7-diagnostic, 8-hypotensi( 
^-prognosticate, 10-diagnose, 1 1 -prognostication, 12- 
agnostician, 13-hypertensivc, 14-hypotcnsivc, 15-theo 
gian 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


A. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Disciplinarian: 

(a)^maftinet, (b) virago, (c) dilettante 

2. Bootlicker: , 

(a) chauvinist, (b) sycophant, (c) lecher . 

3. Scoffer at tradition: 

(a) monomaniac, (b) hypochondriac, (c) iconoclast 

4. Disbeliever in God: , 

(a) agnostic, (b) atheist, (c) chauvinist 

5. Aocomplished musician: , 

(a) tyro, (b) dilettante, (c) virtuoso 

6. Sheer, ^msy: 

(a) diaphanous, (b) uxorious, (c) paternal 

7. Abusive woman: 

(a) terniagant, (b) virtuoso, (c) matriarch 

8. Murder of one’s wife: 

(a) genocide, (b) uxoricide, (c) sororicide 

9. Old man in ruling position: ^ 

(a) matriardi, (b) patricide, (c) patriarch 

10. Morbid compulsion to steal: 

(a) dipsomania, (b) nymphomania, (c) kleptomania 

11. Delusions of grandeur: 

(a) megalomania, (b) egomania, (c) pyromania 




2. Lewd, lustful: 

(a) pru^m, (b) agnostic, (c) bypochondriae 

3. Belief in many gods: 

(a) polytheism, (b) monotheism, (c) agnosticism 

4. Setting lire for economic gain: 

(a) pyromania, (b) incendiarism, (c) arson 

5. Morbid fear of heists: 

(a) agoraphobia, (b) acrophobia, (c) claustrophobia 

6. High blood pressure: 

(a) hypotension, (b) hypertension, (c> hypochondria 

7. Abnormal need for sexual intercourse by a male: 

(a) lechery, (b) lubricity, (c) satyriasis 


LEY; 1 — a, 2 — b, 3 — c, 4—b, 5-^, 6— a, 7— a, 8— b, 9“*c, IQ-^, 1 1— a, 
12-a, 13-a, 14-c, 15-b, 16-b, 17-o 


>. Can you recognize roots? 

ROOT MEAHINQ 

1 . sykon - 

2. phanein 

3. vir 

4. pater, patris 

5. onyma 

6. homos 

7. phone 

8. archein 

9. mater, matrls — - 

0. alma 

1. sui . - 

2. caedo (-c/de) 

3. f rater, fratris 

4. soror — ^ 

5. nomo — ■■■■ ■ , 

6. rex, regis .. . 

7. uxor 

8. maritus . 

.9. infans, infanUs ■■ — . 


EXAMPLE 

sycophant 

diaphanous 

virago 

paternal 

synonym 

homonym 

homophone 

matriarchy 

maternity 

alma mater 

suicide 

parricide 

fraternity 

sorority 

homicide 

regal 

uxorious 

marticide 

infanticide 
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20. genas 

21. mania 

22. monos 

23. dipsa 

24. klepte 

25. pyros 

26. incendo, incensus 

27. ardOtOrsus 

28. 

29. satyros 

30. nymphe 

31. claustnun 

32. 08^0 

33. 

34. phobia 

35. eikon 

36. kladn 

37. //leoj 

38. gnostos 

39. gnosis' 

40. po/ys 

41. pan 

42. 

43. pri/ria 

44. hypos 

45. Aypar 


genocide 

egomania 

monomania 

dipsomania 

kleptomania 

pyromania 

incendiarism 

arson 

megalomania 

satyriasis 

nymphomani 

claustrophob 

agoraphobia 

acrophobia 

zoophobia 

iconoclastic 

iconoclasm 

monothei^^m 

agnostic 

prognosis 

polytheism 

pantheism 

theology 

pruritis 

hypotension 

hypertension 


KEY: 1-fig, 2p-to show, 3-maa (male), 4-father, 5-name, 6-t 
same, 7-sound, 8-to rule, 9-mothcr, 10~soul, 11 -of or 
self, 12-to kill, killing, 13-brother, 14-sister, 15-perst 
16-king, 17-rwife, 18-husband, 19-baby, 20-race, kii 
21-madness, 22-one, 23-tbirst, 24-thief, 25-fire, 26- 
set fire, 27-to bum, 28-great, large, 29-satyr, 3()-bri< 
31-enclosed place, 32-market place, 33-highest, 34-m< 
bid dread, , 35-Te1igious image, 36-to break, 37-G( 
38-known, 39-knowledge, 40-many, 41-all, 42-scien 
study, 43-to itch, 44-under, 45-over 
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TEA$Eft QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1. If a patronymic is a name derived from the name of one’s 

father, can you figure out the word for a name derived from one’s 
mother's name? 

2, Incendo, incensus, to set on fire, is the origin of the adjec- 
tive incendiary, the noun incense, and the verb to incense, 

(a) Whai is an incendiary statement or speech? - 


(b) Why do people use incense, and why is it called in- 
cense? 


(c) If someone incenses you, or if you feel incensed^ 
how does the meaning of the verb derive from the 
root? 


3. Ardo, arsus, to bum, is the source of ardent and ardor. Ex- 
plain these two words in terms of the root 

(a) ardent; 

(b) ardor: 

4. What is used to make sound greater (use the roots for 

great and sound)? 

5. A mettitpolis, by etymology, is the mother city (Greek 
meter mother, plus polis, city, state). Construct a word for a 
great city (think of megalomania, delusions of greatness): 

6. Foli^, city, state, is the origin of the word for the uniformed 
group guarding the city or state. Ihe English word? 

Can you think of the word 

from the same rcx)t for the art of governing the city or state? 

7. What is a bihliokleptomaniuc? 
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Coin a word for one who has an irresistible compulsion to stea 

women: To steal childrei 

(use the Greek, not the Latin, root for child) 

To steal males (use the Greel 

root) ; To steal people (use dn 

Greek root) : 

8. What word can you coin for someone who has an obsessioi 

to reach the highest places? T( 

be in the market place, or in wide-open spaces 
- To be in confined places' 

9. Coin a word for one who has a morbid dread of thieves 

: of fire: 

; of women: ; o 

males: ; of people: 

10. Guess at the meaning, thinlung of the roots you hav 

learned, of gnosiology: 

11. Wolfgang Amadeus Theophilus Gottlieb Mozart was a fa 

mous eighteenth-century Austrian composer. You can recogniz 
the roots in Theophilus. How are his otlier two middle names sim 
ilar to Theophilus? 


12. Thinking of the root phanein, define cellophane : . 

13. Recognizing the root hypos, can you define hypoglycemia 
Construct a word that is the opposite of hypoglycemit 

14. Fan, all, occurs in Pantheon, pandemonium, and pane 
rama. Can you figure out the meanings? 

(a) Pantheon: 


(b) pandemonium: 
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(c) panorama: 


15. Recognizing the roots in monarchy, define the word: 


(Answers in Chapter 18) 


MAGAZINES THAT WILL HELP YOU 

When a pregnant wom in takes calcium pills, she must make 
ure also that her diet is rich in vitamin D, since this vitamin 
(lakes the absorption of the calcium possible. In building your vo- 
abulary by learning great quantities of new words, you too must 
ake a certain vitamin, metaphorically speaking, to help you ab- 
orb, understand, and remember these words. This vitamin is 
eading — for it is in books and magazines that you will find the 
vords that we have been discussing in these pages. To learn new 
vords without seeing them applied in the context of your reading 
s to do only ha!f the job and to run the risk of gradually forget- 
ing the additions to your vocabulary. To combine your vocabu- 
ary-building with increased reading is to make assurance doubly 
ure. 

You are now so alert to the words and roots we have discussed 
hat you will find that most of your reading will be full of the new 
vords you have learned — and every time you do see one of the 
vords used in context in a book or magazine, you will understand 
t more fully and will be taking long steps toward using it yourself. 

Among magazines, I would like particularly to recommend the 
ollowing, which will act both to keep you mentally alert and to 
iet the new words you are learning: 

1. Harper^ 5 Magazine 

2. Atlantic Monthly 

3. The New Yorker 

4. Time 

5. Newsweek 

6. Esquire 
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7. Psychology Today 

8. Saturday Review 

9. Ms. 

10. Mother Jones 

11. Signs 

12. National Geographic 

13. Smithsonian 

14. Human Nature 

1 5 . Scientific A merican 

16. Natural History 

These periodicals are aimed at the alert, verbally sophisticated, 
educated reader; you will see in them, without fail, most of the 
words you have been studying in this book — not to mention hosts 
of other valuable words you will want to add to your vocabulary, 
many of which you will be able to figure out once you recognize 
their etymological structure. 


( End of Session 31 ) 
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— Brief Intermission Seven- 


SOME INTERESTING DERIVATIONS 


PEOPLE WHO MADE OUR LANGUAGE 


Blooniers 

Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller invented them in 1849, and 
showed a working model to a famous women^s rights advocate, 
Amelia J, Bloomer, Amelia was fascinated by the idea of gar- 
ments that were both modest (they then reached right down to the 
ankles) and convenient — and promptly sponsored them. . . . 


Boycott 

Charles C, Boycott was an English land agent whose difficult 
duty it was to collect high rents from Irish farmers. In protest, the 
farmers ost racized him, not even allowing him to make purchases 
in town or hire workers*to harvest his crops. 


Marcel 

Marcel vf^s an ingenious Parisian hairdresser who felt he could 
improve on the button curls popular in 1875. He did, and made a 
fortune. 
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Silhouette 

Finance Minister of France just before the Revolution, Etienne 
de Silhouette advocated the simple life, so that excess money 
could go into the treasury instead of into luxurious living. And the 
profile is the simplest form of portraiture, if you get the connec- 
tion. 


Derrick 

A seventeenth-century English hangman, Derrick by name, 
hoisted to their death some of the most notorious criminals of the 
day. 

Sodist 

Because Count de Sade, an eighteenth-century Frenchman, 
found his greatest delight in torturing friends and mistresses, the 
term sadist was derived from his name. His works shocked his na- 
tion and the world by the alarming frankness with which he de- 
scribed his morbid and bloodthirsty cruelty. 


Galvanism 

Luigi Galvani, the Italian physiologist, found by accident that an 
electrically charged scalpel could send a frog’s corpse into muscu- 
lar convulsions. Experimenting further, he eventually discovered 
the principles of chemically produced electricity. His name is re- 
sponsible not only for the technical expressions galvanism, galvor 
nized iron, and galvanometer, but also for that highly graphic 
phrase, '^galvanized into action.’* 


Guppies 

In 1868, R. J, Lechmere Guppy, president of the Scientific As- 
sociation of Trinidad, sent some specimens of a tiny tropical fish 
to the British Museum. Ever since, fish of this species Imve been 
called guppies- 
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slicoHne 


Four hundred years ago, Sean Nlcot, a French ambassador, 
bought some tobacco seeds from a Flemish trader. Niooc's suc- 
:essful efforts to popularize the plant in Europe brought him lin- 
guistic immortality. 


PIACES THAT AAADE OUR LANGUAGE 


Bayonne, franco 

Where first was manufactured the daggerlike weapon that fits 
Dver the muzzle end of a rifle— the bayonet, 

Cantalupo, Italy 

The first place in Europe to grow those lusciou^elons we. now 
:all cantaloupes. 


Calicut, India 

The city from which we first Imported a kind of cotton cloth 
now known as calico. 

Tuxedo fork, New York 

In the country club of this exclusive and wealthy community, 
the short (no tails) dinner coat fbr men, or tuxedo, was popu- 
larized. 

Sgypi 

It was once supposed diet the colorful, fbrtunetelling wan- 
derers, or Gypsies, hailed from this anqlent land. 
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Domascus, Syria 

Where an elaborately patterned silk, damask, was first made. 
Tio-t'ing, China 

Once a great seaport in Fukien Province. Marco Polo called 
Zaitun, and in time a silk fabric made there was called satin. 


Frankfurt, Germany 

Where tlie burghers once greatly enjoyed their smoked beef ai 
pork sausages, which we now ask for in delicatessen stores and s 
perrnarkets by the name of frankfurters, franks, or hot dogs. 
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HOW TO FLATTER 
YOUR FRIENDS 

{Sessions 32—37) 


TEASER PREVIEW 


What od'iectivo aptly describes people who aret 

• friendly and easy to get along with? 

• tireless? 

• simple, frank, aboveboard? 

• keen-minded? 

• generous, noble, and forgiving? 

• able to do many things skillfully? 

• unflinching in the face of pain or disaster? 

• brave, tearless? 

• charming and witty? 

• smooth, polished, cultured? 
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SESSION 32 


Words are the qrinbOb of emotions, as well as ideas. You car 
show your feeling by the lone yon use (*‘You’re silly” can be an 
insult, an accusation, or an eadeannent, depending on how you 
say it) or Iqr the woi^ yon dioose (you can label a quality either 
**childish” Of *thil(ffika»” depending on whether you admire it or 
condemn it— 4fs the same qu^ity, no matter what you call it). 

In Chapter 11 we discussed ten basic words that you mi^t use 
to show your disapprovaL In tids dtapter we discuss ten adjectives 
that indicate wholehearted approval. 

Consider dm inteierthig types of peq>le described in the follow- 
ing paragraphs, then note how accurately the adjective apphes to 
each type. 


IDEAS 


1. put the kettle on, PoSy 

ThQr are friendly, hifpf, ntrawerted, and gregarious— the sort 
of people who vdU invilsyiHi out fbr a drink, who like to transact 
business around the HmditaUe; vdio put the cofiee to p^^as 
soon as company dtqps in. ThqiYe sociable, genial,, cordial, 
affetdfis-and Omy KkafMrdas and aB dba eating and drinking that 
goes with them. 

Urn adjective is: convivial 

2. you* 

Arnold Bennett once pohnod CNit (hat we an have the samel 
amount of time— twenty-four boon a day. Strictly peaking, thaltj 
aa inconclusive an obieivatai ua Baonhtt ami mado. It*s not i 



that counts, but energy-r-and of that wonderful quality we all turn 
very different amounts, from the persons who wake up tired» no 
matter how much sle^ they've had, to lud^, well-adjusted mor- 
tals who hardly ever need to sleep. 

Energy comes from a healthy body, of course; it also comes 
from a psychological balance, a lack of conflicts and insecurities. 

Some people apparently have boundless, illimitable energy — 
they're on the go from morning to night, and often far into the 
night, working hard, playing hard, never tiring, never ‘^pooped’* or 
**bushed” — and getting twice as much done as any three other 
human beings. 

The adjective is; indefatigabie 


3 no tricks, no secrets 

They are pleasingly frank, utterly lacking m pretense or 
artificiality. In fact quite unable to hide their feelings or thoughts 
— and so honest and aboveboard that they can scarcely conceive 
of trickery, chic anery, or dissimulation in anyone. There is, then, 
about them the simple naturalness and unsophistkation of a child. 

The adjective is: ingenuous 


4. sharp os a razor 

They have minds like steel traps; their Insight into problems 
that would confuse or mystify people of less keenness or dgseoir 
ment is just short of amazing. 

The adjective is: perspicacious 


5. no plocoting noceisory 

They are most fenecotfs about forgiving a slight^ an insult, an 
injury. Never do they harbor resentaml, stoio up petty gritl%es» 
or waste energy or mought on means bf revenge or retalimhga 
How could they? They’re much too big-hearted. 

The adjective is; magnanimous 





6. one-person orchestras 

The range of their aptitudes is truly formidable. If they are 
writers, they have professional facility in poetiy, fiction, biogra< 
phy, criticism, essays — ^you just mention it and they’ve done it, 
and very competently. If they are musicians, they can play the 
oboe, the bassoon, the French horn, the bass viol, the piano, the 
celesta, the xylophone, even the clavichord if you can dig one up. 
If they are artists, they use oils, water colors, gouache, charcoal, 
pen and ink — ^they can do anything! Or maybe the range of their 
abilities cuts across all fields, as in the case of Michelangelo, who 
was an expert sculptor, painter, poet, architect, and inventor. In 
case you’re thinking "Jack of all trades ...” you're wrong— 
they're masters of all trades. 

The adjective is: versatile 


7. no grumbling 

They bear their troubles bravely, never ask for sympathy, nev 
yield to sorrow, never wince at pain. It sounds almost superhi 
man, but it’s true. 

The adjective is: stoic 


8. no fear 

There is not, as the hackneyed phrase has it, a cowardly bone 
their bodies. They are strangers to fear, they’re audaciou s^ daun 
l^ss, contemptuous of danger and hardship. 

The adjective is: intrep^ 


9. no dullness 

They are witty, clever, delightful; and naturally, also, they 
brilliant and entertaining conversationalists. 

The adjective is: scintillatin 



10. cttyslickerf 

They are cultivated, poised , tactful, socially so experienced, so- 
phisticated, and courteouslEat they*re at home in any group, at 
ease under all circumstances of social intercourse. You cannot 
help admiring (perhaps envying) their smoothness, and self-as- 
surance, their tact and congeniality. ^ 


I USING THE WORDS 

I 

Can you pronounce the vrordsl 

1. convivial 

2. indefatigable 

3. ingenuous 

4. perspicacious 

I S. magnanimous 
1 6. versatile 
I 7. stoical 

8. intrepid 

9. scintillating 
10. urbane 

Can you work with the words? 

1. convivial 

2. indefatigable 

3. ingenuous 

4. perspicacious 
3. magnanimous 

6. versatile 

7. stoical 


The adjective is: urbane 


kon-VlV'-ee-dl 

in'-do-FAT-o-ga-bal 

in-JEN'-yOD-os 

pur'-spo-KAY'-shas 

mag-NAN'-a-mas 

VUR'-«a-tal 

STO'-a-kal 

in-TREF-id 

SlN^-ta-layt-ing 

ur-BAYN' 


a. frank 

b. unflinching 

c. noble 

d. capable in many directions 

e. tireless 
t fearless 

g. keen-minded 


345 



8. intrepid 

9. scintiUating 
10. uibane 


h. witty 

i. friendly 

]. polished, sophisticated 


KEY: 1-i, 2-e, 3-a. 4-g, 5-c, 6-d, 7-b, 8-f, 9-h, lO-j 


Do you understand the words? (0 


L Con viVio/ people are unfriendly. 

TRUE 

FAISE 

2. Anyone who is indefatigable tires easily. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

3. An ingenuous person is artful and 

TRUE 

FALSE 

untrustworthy. 



4. A perspicacious person is hard to fool. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

5. A magnanimous person is easily 

TRUE 

FALSE 

insulted. 



6. A versatile person does many things 

TRUE 

FALSE 

well. 



7. A stoical person always complains of 

TRUE 

FALSE 

his hard lot. 



8. An intrepid explorer is not easily 

TRUE 

FALSE 

frightened. 



9. A scintillating speaker is interesting to 

TRUE 

FALSE 

listen to. 



10. Someone who is urbane is always 

TRUE 

FALSE 


making enemies. 


KEY: 1-F, 2-F, 3-F, 4-T, 5-F, 6-^T, 7-F, 8-T. 9-T, 10- F 


Do you understand the words? (It) 

1. convivial — ^hostile 
2 I indefatigable-^nervat^ 

3. ingenuous — ^worldly 


SAME OPPOSIl 
SAME OHPOSn 
SAME OPPOSH 




4. perspicacious-— obtuse 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

5. magnanimous-^^tty 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

6. versatile — well-rounded 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. stoical — unemotional 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

8. intrepid — timid 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

9. scintillating — ^banal 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

10 urbane— crude 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-0, 2-0. 3-0, 4-0, 5-0. 6-S, 7-S, 8-0, 9-0, 10-0 


Can you recall the words? 


1, witty 

1. S- 

2 noble, forgiving 

2. M. 

3. capable in many fields 

3. V- 

4. keen-minded 

4. 

S. uncomplaining 

5. 

6. friendly 

6. G- 

7. poised; polished 

7. U.- 

8. courageous 

8, L- 

9. tireless 

9. I— 

10. simple and honest; frank 

10. L. 


KEY: 1 -scintillating, 2-magaanimous. 3-versatile. 4-perspi- 
cacious, S-stoical, 6-convivlaU 7-iirbane. 8-mtrepkl, 
9-indefatigable, lO-ingenuous 


{End of Session 52) 
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SESSION 33 


OlMGiNS AND RBATB) WORDS 

1. eoff drink, ond be merry 

The Latin verb vivo, to live, and the noun vita, life, are the 
source of a number of important English words. 

Convivo is the Latin verb to live together; from this, in Latin, 
was formed the noun convivium (don*t get impatient; well be 
back to Eogli^ directly), which meant a ieast or banquet; and 
from convivium we get our Enj^ish word convivial, an adjective 
that describes the kind of person who likes to attend feasts and 
banquets, enjoying (and siq^plying) the jovial good fellowship 
characteristic qf such gatherings. 

Using the suffix •ity can you write the noun form of the adjec- 
tive convivial? (Can you pro- 

nounce it?) 

2. living ft up 

Among many others, the following English words derive from 
Latin vivo, to live: 

1. vivacious (vl-VAY'-shas) — full of the joy of living; ani- 
mated; peppy — a vivacious personality. Noun: vivacity (v7-VAS'- 
o-tee). You can, as you know, also add -nesr to any adjective to 
form a noun. Write the alternate noun form of vivacious: 

2. viv/d— possessing the fre^ess of life; strong; sharp — a 
vivid imagination; a vivid color. Add •ness to form the noun: 

3. ' revive (r»-VlVO--bring back to life. In the 1960s, men*s 
fashions of Use twenties were revived. Noun: revival (ro-Vr-val). 

4. vivisection (viv'-o-SEK'-shan)— operating on a live animal. 



r- is from a Latin veib meaning lo cut. Vivisection is the pio^ 
of experimenting on live animab to discover causes and cutes 
disease. Antiviviseciionists object to the procedure* though 
ly of our most important medical discoveries were made 
)ugh vivisection. 

Viviparous (v^VIP'•^-es) — producing live babies. Human 
igs and most other mammals are viviparous^ Viviparous is 
trasted to oviparous (d^VlP'-or-as)* inducing young from 
s. Most flsti* fowl, and other lovret forms of life are oviparous. 
he combining root in both these adjectives is Latin pareo, to 
i birth (parent comes from the same root). In oviparous^ the 
: two syllables derive from Latin ovum, egg. 

'fvum, egg, IS the source of oval and ovoid, egg-shaped; ovulate 
-vyo-laytO* to release an egg from the ovary: ovum (&-vom)* 
female germ cell which* when fertilized by a sperm, develops 
) an embryo, then into a fetus (FB£'-tes), and ^ally, in about 
) days in the case of humans. Is bom as an infant, 
he adjective form of ovary is ovarian (O-VAIR'-ee-an); of 
45, fetal (FEEMol). Can you write the noun form of the verb 

date? 

.ove, you may or may not be surprised to hear, also comes 
m ovum. 

not the kind of love you*re thinking of. Latin ovum became 
if in French, or with “the^ preceding the noun (the egg), 

pronounced something like LOOP. Zero (picture it for a 
ment) is shaped like an egg (0), so if your score in tennis Is 
een, and your opponent’s is zero, you shout triumphantly, 
sen love? Let’s go!” 


more about life 

^atiii vita, life, is the origin of: 

I. vital (Vr-tal) — essential to life; of crucial importance — a 
:r/ matter; also full of life, strength, vigor, etc. Add the suffix 

' to form the noun: Add a 

b suffix to construct the verb: 

meaning; to give life to). Finally, write the noun derived from 
^ verb you have constructed: 
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to eat, but the eating must be good. The veib form, gormandize 
(GAWR^-men-dliz'), however, has suffered a degeneration in 
meaning— it signifies to stuff oneself Uke a pig. 

A gourmand is significantly different from a gourmet, who h» 
also a keen interest in food and fiquor, but is much more f astid ^ 
^ ous, is more of a connoisseur, has a most discerning palate^r 
^®t^tc tastes, fiavbh, and diBereiices; goes Tn "ter iSre delicacies 
(like hummingbirds* tongues and other such absurdities); and 
approaches the whole business from a scientific, as well as a sen- 
sual, viewpoint. Gourmet is always a complimentary term, gour- 
mand somewhat less so. 

The person who eats voracteusly, with no discernment what- 
ever, but merely for the purpose of stuffing himself (“I kpow I 
haven't had enough to eat till 1 feel sick**), is called a glutton 
(GLUT-on)— obviously a highly derogatory term. The verb glut- 
tonize Is stronger than gormandize; the adjective gluttonous 
(GLUT-a-nas) Is about the strongest epithet you can apply to 
someone whose voracious eating habits you find repulsive. Some- 
one who has a VofacibuC ii^tiajb|l|^ appetite for money, sex, pun- 
ishment, etc. is also called a glutton. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. vivo 

2. -ous 

3. re- 

4. sectus 

5. anti- 

6. pareo 
'7. ovum 

8. vita 

9. -ize 
10. -ation 


MEANING ENGLISH WORDS 

to live 

adjective suffix 

again, back 

cut — 

against 

egg — 

to give birth, produce -- 

life 

verb suffix — . . 

noun suffix 

added to verbs 

ending in -ixe — 
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11 . 

12. bon 

13. -ate 


native prefix 
good 

verbsuflix 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? (I) 

1. conviviality 

2. vivacious 

3. vivacity 

4. vivid 

5. vividness 

6. revive 

7. revival 

8. vivisection 

9. antivivisectionist 

10. viviparous 

11. oviparous 

12. oval 

13. ovoid 

14. ovary 

15. ovanan 

16. ovulate 

17. ovulation 


kon-viv'-ec- A L'-o-tce 

vT-VAY'-shd‘ 

vI-VAS'-d-tec 

VIV'Hd 

VlV'-id-nos 

ro-ViV' 

ro-ViV'-d! 

viv'-o-SEK'-shsn 

an'-tcc (or tT)-viv'-3-SEK''Shan-ist 

v!-VlP-9r-3S 

6-VIF-3MS 

6'-V3l 

6'-voyd' 

0'-v3-ree 

O-VAIR'-cc-on 

O-vya-layt' 

O-vya-LAY'-shan 


Can you pronounce the words? (II) 


1. vital 
2* vitality 

3. vitalize 

4. vitalization 

5. revitalize 

6. revitalization 

7. devitalize 

8. devitalization 


vr-ui 

vI-TAL'-o-tec 

vr-to-lir' 

vr-to-lo-ZAY'-shan 

rce-Vr-t3-lTz' 

rec- vr-ta-ls-ZA Y'-shan 

dee-Vr-ta-lTz' 

dee- vf- 1 a-ls-ZA Y'-sh an 


353 



, 9. joiedevivre 

zhwahd^-VEEV' 

K>. ennui 

AHf«'-wee 

11. bonvivant 

DONG' vee-VAHNCy 

12. gourmand 

GdDR'-mand 

13. gourmet 

gdbr-MAY' 

14, gormandize 

GAWR'-mdn-dfz' 

15. glutton 

GLUr-an 

16. gluttonous 

GLUT-a-nas 

17. gluttonize 

CLUr-a-nlz" 

18. vitamin 

vr-ia-min 

Con you work with the words? (1) 

1. ova!, ovoid 

a. peppy 

2, revitalize 

b. bearing Five young 

3. gluttonous 

c. strong, sharp 

4. vivacious 

d. piggish; greedy 

5. vivid 

e egg-shaped 

6. viviparous 

f. bearing young in eggs 

7. oviparous 

g. give new life to 


IffiY: l-c, 2-g, 3-d, 4-a. 5-c, 6-b. 7-f 


Con you work with the words? til) 



t. convtvialily 

a. 

release of the egg 

2. vivisection 

b. 

a “high liver” 

3. antivivisectionist 

c. 

experimentatioit on Hve an 
mats 

ovulation 

d. 

one wfcQ is a connet^ur t 
good food 

“5. vitality 

c. 

effervesdence; joy olfivmg 

6k foie de vivre 

f. 

one who enjoys food 

7» enimi 

o* 

one who eats greedily; or 
who is greedy (as foi pu lisf 
ment, etc.) 

as 



5. bon vhant 
h gounnand 
>. gounnet 

6. glutton 


1l boredom 
I. congeniality 
strength, vigor 

k* one who is against experimen- 
tation on live animals 


EY: 1-1, 2-c, 3-k, 4-a, 5-j, 6-c, 7-h, 8-b, 9-f, 10-4, 1 1-g 


on you work with the words? (Ill) 

revive 

vital 

vitalize 

devitalize 

gluttonize 

vitamin 


a. rob of life or strength 

b. nutritional element neces&acy 
lor life 

c. important, crucial 

d. stuff oneself like a pig 

e. breathe life into 
t bring back to life 


EY; 1-f, 2-c, 3-c, 4-a, 5-4, 6-b 


o you understand the words? (1) 


1. conviviality — asoetfcism 

SAME 

2. vivacioiuh—opatliedc 

SAMS 

3. vivid— 4ull 

SAMS 

4. revive— kin 

SAMS 

5. revltaliae — rejnveoite 

SAMS 

6. enmd— boredom 

SAME 

7. idK^ 


I. gonnnndiae— starve 

asMB 

9. ^^hitaott— ascetic 

SBAMB 

0. /biedevnuv— boiedom 

SAliB 


EV: l-<>, 2-0; 3-0^ 4-0,5-^ 6-lb 9-0, 10-0 







Do you understond tho Vfords? (11) 


1. vivacity — liveliness 

SAMB 

opposr 

2. revival — renewal 

SAME 

opposr 

3. vivisection— experimentation on corpses 

SAMB 

opposr 

4. ovulation — egg-releasing 

SAMB 

opposr 

S. devitalize — reinvigorate 

same 

opposr 

6. vitality — ^fatigue 

SAME 

opposr 

7. gluttonous — ^greedy 

SAME 

OPPOSI' 

8. gourmand — ascetic 

SAME 

opposr 

9. ovoid — egg-shaped 

SAMB 

opposr 

KEY: 1-S, 2-S, 3-0, 4-S, 5-0, 6-0, 7-S. 

8-0, 9-S 



Do you understand the words? (Ill) 


1 . Humans are viviparous. 

TRUE 

PAL 

2. Cows are oviparous. 

TRUE 

FALJ 

3. Ovulation takes places in females only 

TRUE 

FAL! 

when they are married. 



4. An antmvisecUonist believes in 

TPUB 

FAf 

experimenting on live animals. 



5. Vitamins are essential to good health. 

TRUE 

FAl 

6. A ban vivant lives like a hermit. 

TRUE 

FAl 

7. A gourmet stuffs himself with food. 

TRUE 

FAL 

8. It is normal for young children to be 

TRUE 

FAL 

overwhelmed with ennui. 



9. People who are keenly alive possess joie 

TRUE 

FAL 


de vivre. 


KEY: 1-T, 2-F, 3-F, 4-F, 5-T, 6-F. 7-F, 8-F, 9-T 


Con you recoil the words? 

1 . bearing young by eggs (od/.) 

2. bearing live young (odjf.) 


1. o_ 

2. V_ 



S. good-fellowship 3. C-. 

%, operating on live aiumals 4. V. 

5. one who is opposed to such an 5. A. 

activity 

5. the process of releasing an egg 6. 0_ 

from the ovary 

7. to remove life or vigor from 7. D_ 

J. joy of living 8. J_- 

one who eats like a pig 9 G. 

a “high livei” 10. B_ 

1. one who is a connoisseur of 1 1 . G. 

good food 

2. one who gets a sensual 12. G- 

ciijoyment from good food 

tr» stuff oneself like a pig; to 13 G, 

eaf greedily or G_ 

4. boredom; discontent, tedium 14 E. 

5. liveliness, pep 15. V. 

or V. 

or V- 

6. egg-shaped 16. O. 

or R_ 

7. to bring renewed life or vigor 17. R. 

to or O- 

8. referring to the ovary (fld/.) 18 O 

9. essential to life; crucial; of 19. V. 

utmost importance 


.I'Y: I— oviparous, 2~viviparou.^, 3- ' tis’*’ W vivisect' on, 
5-antivivisectionist. 8~j6/r de 

vivrc, 9-gluUon, ux/tnf I2-guuj- 

mand, 13— glutUmize or g<anmndu-' }' ut, io-\ivac- 
ity, vivaciousness, or vitality, 16- oval o/ ovoM, 1 7 -icvual 
izc or revive, 18-ovarian, 19-vital 


C£/ 2 d of Session J3) 
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SESSION 34 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. no fatigue 

Indefatigable is a derived form of fatigue — in- is a negative 
prefix, the suffix -able means able to be; hence, literally, indefat- 
igable means unable to be fatigued. The noun is indefatigability 
(in'-dd-fat^-d'ge-BlL'-g-tee) . 


2. how simple can one be? 

Ingenuous is a complimentary term, though its synonyms naive, 
gullible, and credulous are faintly derogatory. 

To call people ingenuous implies that they are frank, open, art- 
less — in other words, not likely to try to put anything over on 
you, nor apt to hide feelings or thoughts that more sophisticated 
persons would consider it wise, tactful, or expedient to conceal. 

Ingenuous should not be confused with ingenious (in-JEEN'- 
yas) — note the slight difference in spelling — ^which on the con- 
trary meani'shrewd, clever, inventive. 

The noun form of ingenuous is ingenuousness; of ingenious, in- 
genuity (in'-ja-NOD'-a-tee) or ingeniousness. 

To call people naive (nah-EEV') is to imply that they have not 
learned the ways of the world, and are therrfore idealistic and 
trusting beyond the point of safety; such idealism and trust have 
probably come from Ignorance or inexperience. The noun is 
nafve/d (nah-ecv-TAY'). 

Credulous (KREJ'-a-las) implies a willingness to believe almost 
anything, no matter how' fantastic. Credulity (kro-JdD'-la-tee), 
like naivetd, usually results, again, from ignorance or inexpe- 
rience, or perhaps from an inability to believe that human beings 
are capable of lying. 

Gullible (GUL'-a-bol) means easily tricked, easily fooled, eas- 
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y imposed on^ It is a stronger mrd than credulous and is more 
erogatory. Cullibility (gur-o-BlL^-a-tee) results more from stu- 
idity than from ignorance or inexperience. 

These four synonyms, ingenuous, neuve, credulous, and gullible, 
re fairly close, but they contain areas of distinction worth 
^mcmbering. Let’s review them: 

J. ingenuous — frank, not given to concealment 

2. naive — inexperienced, unsophisticated, trusting 

3. credulous — willing to believe; not suspicious or skeptical 

4. gullible — easily tricked 


belief and disbelief 

Credulous comes from Latin credo, to believe, the same root 
)und in credit (if people believe in your honesty, they will extend 
redit to you; they will credit what you say). -Ous is an adjective 
jfhx that usually signifies full of. So, strictly, credulous means full 
f believingness. 

Do not confuse credulous with credible. (KRED'-a-bal). In the 
liter word we see combined the root credo, believe, with -ible, a 
ixfhx meaning can be. Something credible can be believed. 

.et*s chart some differences: 

Credulous listeners — those who fully believe what they hear 
A credible story — one that can be believed. 

An incredulous (in-KREJ'-o-los) attitude — an attitude of skep- 
ticism, of non-belief 

An incredible (in-KRED'-a-bal) story — one that cannot be 
believed 

Incredible characters — persons who are so unique that you can 
scarcely believe they exist. 

^ouns are formed as follows: 

credulous — credulity (kro-J<5D'-l3-tee) 
incredulous- -Incredulity ( in-kra-J OD'-I a-tee ) 
credible — credibility ( krcd'-o-BIL'-a-tec.) 
incredible — incredibility (in-kred'-a-BIL'-o-tee) 

To check your understanding of these distinctions, try the next 
esl. 
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Can you use these words correctly? 

Use crethlous, credible, or conesponding negative or non 
foims in the following sentences: 

1. She listened ly to her hxn 

band’s coiifession of his frequent infidelity, for she had 
consider-:., him a paragon of moral uprightness. 

2. He told his audience an an 

fantastic story of his narrow escapes. 

3. He’ll belie\e you — he's veiy 

4. Make your characters more 

if you want your readers to believe in them. 

5. We listened dumb-stnick, full of 

to the shocking details cf corruption and vice. 

6. He has the most good luck. 

7. The of it! How cjn sue 

things happen? 

8. Naive people accept with complete 

whatever anyone tells them. 

9. **Do >ou believe me?” “Sure — your story is 

enough.” 

10- 1'm‘nol objecting to the total — 

of your story, but only to your thinking that Tm 

enough to believe it! 


KEY; l-ih<'.rc(JulousIy 2-incrcdible, 3-crediil'JUs, 

5--Hurcduiity, 6--inc?vdihle, 7-jnc,fedihiiii\, X-crec!uii: 
9 ->:j edible, lO-incredibility, crcdu’ous 


4, wha» peop’e believe in 

Credo, to believe, is the origin of four other useful Encli^ 
words. 



1. Credo (KR£E'-do) — ^personal belief, code of ethics; the 
nciples by which people guide their actions. 

2. Creed — a close synonym of credo; in addition, a reli^ous 
lief, such as Catholicism, Judaism, Protestantism, Hinduism, 

3. Credence (KREE'-dons) — ^belief, as in, “I place no ere- 
nee in his stories.” or “Why should 1 give any credence to what 
u say?” 

4. Credentials (kra-DEN'-shsIs) — a document or documents 
Dving a person’s right to a title or privilege (i.e., a right to be 
lieved), as in, “The new ambassador presented his credentials 
the State Department.” 


heads and fails 

We can hardly close our book on the words suggested by ingen- 
us without looking at the other side of the coin. If ingenuous 
ians frank, open, then disingenuous (dis-in-JEN'-ytJb-as) should 
lan not frank or open. But disingenuous people are far more 
m simply not ingenuous. They are crafty, cunning, dishonest, 
;ful, insincere, untrustworthy — and they are all of tliese while 
iking a pretense of being simple, frank, and aboveboard. You 
^ thinking of a wolf in sheep’s clothing? It’s a good analogy. 
Similarly, a remark may be disingenuous, as may also a state- 
:nt, an attiude, a confession, etc. 

A.dd -ness to form the noun derived from disingenuous: 


VIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

. in- 
. -riess 
. credo 
. -ous 


MEANING 

negative prefix 
noun sufhx 
to believe 
adjective suffix 


ENGLISH WORD 
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5. •ibte can be; able to be 

6. Hty noun suffix 

7. •ence noun suffix 

8. dis~ negative prefix 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 

1. indefatigability 

2. ingenuousness 

3. ingenious 

4. ingenuity 

5. naive 

6. naiveti 

7. credulous 

8. incredulous 

9. gullible 

10. gullibility 

11. credible 

12. incredible 

13. credulity 

14. increduHty 

15. credibility 

16. incredibility 

17. credo 

18. creed 

19. credence 

20. credentials 

21. disingenuous 

22. disingenuousness 


in'-do-fat'-e-go-BIL'-o-tee 

in-JEN'-y00-9S-ness 

in-JEEN'-yas 

in'-js-N (5D'-3-tee 

nah-EEV' 

nah-eev-TAY' 

KREJ'-d-los 

in-KREJ'-d-los 

GUL'-a-bal 

gul'-o-BIL'-d-tee 

KRED'-9-b9l 

in-KREry-o-b^l 

kra-JOD'-b-tee 

in'-kra-J OD'-b-tee 

kred'-3-BIL'-3-tee 

in-kred'-d-BI L'-a-tec 

KREE'-do 

KREED 

KREE'-dans 

kra-DEN'-shalz 

dis'-in- J EN'-yOO-as 

dis'-in- JEN -y(50-as-nas 


Can you work with the words? (I) 

WORDS DEFINITIONS 

1. indefatigability a. cunning 

2. ingenuousness b. skepticism 
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B. disingenuousness 
[ 4 . naivet6 
p. credibility 
16. incredulity 

7. credence 

8. credo 


c. personal code of ethics 

d. frankness 

e. belief, trust 
t tirelessness 

g. believability 

h. inexperience; unworldliness 


KEY; 1-f. 2-d, 3-a, 4~h, 5-g, 6-b, 7-e, 8-c 


Can you work with the words? (Ill 

1. ingenious 

2. credulous 

3. gullible 

4. incredible 

5. creed 

6 credentials 

7. ingenuity 

8. naive 


a. easily tricked 

b. religious belief 

c. inexperienced; unworldly 

d. document proving privileges, 
identity, etc. 

e. unbelievable 

f. shrewdness; cleverness 

g. clever; inventive; shrewd 

h. willing to believe 


KEY: 1-g, 2-h. 3-a. 4-c, 5-b, 6-d, 7-f, 8-c 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Is indefatigability a sign of physical and 

YES 

NO 

emotional health? 



2. Is ingenuousness a normal quality of 

YES 

NO 

young childhood? 



3. Is ingenuity a characteristic of 

YES 

NO 

inventors? 



4. Are some adolescents naive? 

YES 

NO 

5. Are unintelligent people often gullible? 

YES 

NO 

6. Is incredulity the mailc of the agnostic? 

YES 

MO 

7. Does an incredible story invite belief? 

YE»* ' 

Vno 
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8, Do people generally live by a credo? 

YBS 

NO 

9. Does our Constitution guarantee certain 
ri^ts to Americans irrespective of their 
creed? 

YES 

NO 

10. Are ingenious people sometimes 
disingenuous? 

YES 

NO 

1 1. Do we generally give credence to 

YES 

NO 


incredible statements? 


KEY: 1-yes, 2~ycs, 3 -yes, 4-yes, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-yes, 
9-yes, 1 0-yes, 1 1 -no 


Can you recoH the words? 


1. inexperience; unsophistication 

1. N. 

2. believing (od/.) 

2. C 

3. religious belief 

3. C. 

4. believable 

4. C 

5. great reservoir of energy 

5. I- 

6. frankness 

6. 

7, crafty; dishonest 

7. D. 

8. inventive; clever 

8. L 

9. easily tricked 

9. G. 

10. skeptical 

10. T, 

11, unbelievable 

11. 

12. personal code 

12. C. 


KEY: 1 -naive, 2-credulou$, 3--creed, 4-credible, 5-indc fat- 
igability, 6-ingenuousness, 7-disingenuous, 8-*ingenious, 
9-gullible, 10-incrcdulous, 1 l-incredibtc, 12-credo 


{End ci S4) 
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SESSION 35 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . how to look 

The Latin root specie, to look, is tlie source Of a host of com- 
mon English words: spectacle, spectator, inspect, retrospect (a 
looking back), prospect (a looking ahead), etc. Valiant 
spelling, spic~, the root is found in conspicuous (easily seen or 
looked at), perspicacious, and perspicuous, 

A perspicacious (pur'-spo-ICAY'-shos) person is keen-minded, 
mentally sharp, astute. Per- is a prefix meaning through; so the 
word etymologicSn^r^means looking through (matters, etc.) 
keenly, intelligently. The noun: perspicacity (pur'-spo-KAS'-a- 
tee). Write an alternate noun ending in -ness: 

Perspicacity is a synonym of acumen (a-KY(5D'-man), mental 
keenness, sharpness, quickness; keen insight. The root is Latin 
acuo, to sharpen. 


7 . sharpness 

From acuo, to shaipcn, come such words as acute, sharp, sud- 
den, as acute pain, an acute attack of appendicitis, acute reason- 
ing, etc; and acupuncture (AK'-yCO-punk'-chor), the insertion of 
a (sharp) needle into the body for medical purposes. The noun 
form of acute, referring to the mind or thinking, is acuteness or 
acuity (3-Ky(5?!)-3-tee) ; in other contexts, acuteness only. 

Acupuncture combines acuo, to sharpen, with punctus, point. 
When you punctuate a sentence, you put various points (periods, 
conunas, etc.) where needed; when lightning punctuates the 
storm, or when the silence is punctuated by the wailing of police 
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sirens, again points, etymologically speaking, interropt the atmos- 
phere, the quiet, etc. 

If you are punctual, you’re right on the point of time (noun: 
punctuality); if you’re punctilious (punk-TIL'-ee-es), you are 
exact, sj^pulous, very careful to observe the proper points of be- 
havior, pi^edure, etc. (noun: punctiliousness). And to puncture 
something, of course, is to make a hole in it with a riiaip point — 
as to puncture someone’s tire, or figuratively, illusions, fantasies, 
or ego. Pungent (PUN'-jant) comes from another form of the 
root punctus (pungo, to pierce sharply), so a pungent smell or 
taste is sharp, spicy, pricking the nose or taste buds, so to speak; 
and a pungent wit sharply pierces one’s sense of humor. Can you 

write the noun forms of this adjective? 

or 


3. some more looking 

Perspicacious should not be confused with perspicuous (par- 
SPIK'-yoo-as). Here is the important distinction: 

Perspicacious means smart, sharp, able to look through and un-- 
derstand quickly. This adjective applies to persons, their reason- 
ing, minds, etc. 

Perspicuous is the jobv erse side of the coin — ^it means easily un- 
derstood from one look, and applies to writing, style, books, and 
like things that have to be understood. Hence it is a synonym of 
clear, simple, lucid. If you write with perspicuous style, your lan- 
guage is clear, easy to understand. If you are perspicacious, you 
understand quickly, easily. 

The noun form of perspicuous is perspicuity (pur'-spa-KYC3D"- 
a-tee), or, of course, perspicuousness. 

A spectacle is something to look at; spectacles (eyeglasses) are 
the means by which you get a comfortable and accurate look at 
the world. Anything spectacular is, etymologically, worth looking 
at 

A spectator is one who looks at what’s happening. 

To inspect is to look into something. 

Retrospect (RET'-ra-spekf ) is a backward look — ^generally the 
word is preceded by the preposition in, for instance, “His life in 
retrospect seemed dreary and dull,” or “Most experiences seem 
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more enjoyable in retrospect than In actuality** {retro^, back- 
ward). 

Prospect (PROS'-pekt') is a forward look; prospective (pre- 
SPEK'-tiv) is the adjective. What’s the prospect f or inflat ion, for 
world peace, for the domestic energy supply? Your prospective 
mother-in-law is the one you can look forward to if you marry a 
certain person; similarly, your prospective bride, groom, child, 
job, vacation, etc. is the person, thing, or activity in the future that 
you look forward to. (The prefix is pro-, forward, ahead, before.) 

If you enjoy looking at yourself, figuratively speaking, then you 
like to examine your mental processes and emotional reactions, in 
the intense way characteristic of the introvert (see Chapter 3). 
Your mind’s eye turns inward, and you spend a good deal of time 
analyzing yourself, your character, your personality, your actions. 
Hence, since you look inward, you are introspective (in'-tra- 
SPEK'-tiv) — the prefix is intro-, inside, within. If you introspect 
(in'-tro-SPEKT), you look inward and examine your inner reac- 
tions. Too much introspection (in'-tra-SPEK'-shan) or introspec- 
tiveness may lead to unhappiness or to depressing thoughts or 
feelings of anxiety — few people have the courage to see them- 
selves as they really are. 

There are times when you have to look around most carefully; 
you must then be circumspect (SUR'-kam-spekt') — watchful, 
cautious, alert {circum-, around). 

The noun is circumspection (sur'-kem-SPEK'-shan) or cir- 
cumspectness. 

If something looks good or sensible, but actually is not, we call 
it specious (SPEE'-shss). A specious argument sounds plausible, 
but in reality is based on an error, a fallacy, or an untruth. The 
noun is speciousness. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 
PREFDC, ROOT, 

SUFFIX MEANING ENGLISH WORD 

1 . specto to look 

2. per- through 
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3. acuo 

4. punctus 

5. -Hxte 

6 . 

7. pM/iga 

8 . -^ent 

9. -cwce, -««cy 

10 . ^ness 

11 . 4ty 

12. retro- 

13. pro- 

14. l/l/fO- 

15. -ion 

16. -ive 

17. circutn- 


to sharpen „ 
point 
verb suffix 
adjective suffix 
to pierce sharply 
adjective suffix 
noun suffixes 
noun suffix 
noun suifix 
backward 

forward, ahead, before 
inside, within 
noun suffix 
adjective suffix 
around 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (1) 


1. perspicacious 

2. perspicacity 

3. acumen 

4. acute 

5. acuity 

6. acupuncture 
1, punctuate 

8. punctilious 

9. puncture 

10. pungent 

11. pungence 

12. pungency 


pur'-spa-KAY'-shas 

pur'-sp^KAS'-a-tee 

9-KYdD'-mon 

9-KY(jOT 

o-KY(5D'-a-tee 

AK'-yOO-punk'-char 

PUNK'-chOO-ayt' 

punk-TIL'-ec-as 

PUNK'-char 

PUN'-jont 

PUN'-jons 

PUN'-jan-see 


Con you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. perspicuous por-SPIK'-yOO-as 

2. perspicuity pur^-spo-KYOD'-o-tec 
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3. retrospect 

4. prospect 

5. prospective 

6. introspective 

7. introspect 

8. muospection 

9. circumspect 
lU. cittumspcction 
11. specious 


RET'-ra-spekt' 

PROS^-pekt' 

pra-SPEK'-iiv 

in'-tra-SPEK'-tiv 

in'-tra-SPEKT' 

in'-tra-SPEK'-shon 

SUR'-k^m-spekt' 

sur'-k^^m-SPEK'-shan 

SPEF-shx 


Can you work with the words^ {IJ 
1. perspicacious 

2 acumen 

3 acupuncture 
4. punctilious 

5 pungent 

6 pcrspK uous 

7 ret inspect 

8 prospt ct 

9. intiospev^tive 
10 circumspect 


a. extremely careful, exact, or 
proper in procedure 

b. clear; easy to understand 

c. a forward look 

d. looking inside, or examining 
or analyzing, oneself 

c keen-minded 
t sharp; sp>cy; piercing 
g. careful, watchful, wary, cau- 
tious; “looking aiound” 
h sharpness of mind or think- 
ing 

i a buck ward look 
j medical ir.seiiion of needles 


KL^. 1 . 5-1 s-k 7-i. 8 10-g 


Ca,' 'rt ' •* f' r ^ ’ J * 

. 1 u.c »' iiiake a hole iti; 

laun I a.midll h.'le 

2 acuity ’ • «h itv, lucidity; ability to be 

jii'iers'i^oJ quickly and eas- 
ily 


369 



3. punctuate 


4. puncture 


5. pungence, pungency 

6. perspicuity 

7. prospective 


8. introspective 

9. circumspection 

10. specious 


c. sounding plausible, or look- 
ing rigiht, but actually false 
or untrue 

d. in the future; describing that 
which, or one who, can be 
looked forward to 

e. care; watchfulness; caution 

f. sharp; sudden; keen-minded 

g. tending to examine and to 
think about one's motives, 
feelings, etc. 

h. interrupt sharply or suddenly 

i. sharpness or spiciness of 
taste, smell, wit, etc. 

j. keeness of mind, thinking, or 
intellect 


KEY; 1-f, 2-j, 3-h, 4-a, 5~i, 6~b, 7-d, 8-g. 9-e, 10- c 


Do you understand the words? 


1. perspicacious — dull-witted 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

2. acumen — stupidity 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

3. acute — shaq;) 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

4. acuity — perspicacity 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

5. punctilious — casual 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

6. pungent — ^flat, dull 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. perspicuous— clear 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

8. retrospect — ^backward look 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

9. prospect — expectation 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

10. introspective — extroverted 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

11. prospective — ^in the past 

SAME 

OPPaSITE 

12. circumspect— careless 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

13. specious — true 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 


KEY; 1-0. 2-0, 3-S, 4-S, 5-0, 6-0, 7-S, 8-S, 9-S, 10-0, 
11-0, 12-0, 13-0 
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Gin you recall the words? (I) 

1« plausible, but false or incorrect 1. SL 

2. spiciness, sharpness; piercing 2. P- 

quality or P. 

3. clear; easily understood 3. P. 

4. sharpness of mind or of 4. A. 

intelligence or A 

or A 

5. care and caution; wariness 5. C. 

or C 

6. piercing of the skin with 6. A 

needles for medical purposes 

7. tending to examine one’s 7. L. 

motives, etc.; loooking inward 

(fld/.) 

8. exact in the observance of 8. P. 

proper procedure 

9. to pierce and make a small 9. P. 

hole in 

10. a backward look or view 10. R. 


KEY: l-specious, 2~pungence or pungency, 3-perspicuous, 
4-acumen or acuteness or acuity, 5-circumspection or 
circumspectness, 6-acupuncture, 7-introspective, 8-punc- 
tihous, 9-puncture, lO-retrospect 


Can you recall the words? (II) 


1. keenness of mind 

1. P. 


or P. 

2. sharp; sudden; keen-minded 

2, A 

3. to interrupt suddenly 

3. P- 

4. spicy; piercing in taste, smell. 

4. P- 

wit, etc. 


5. clarity; clearness of style or 

5. P- 

language 

or P- 
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6. keen-minded; perceptive 

6. P. 

7. a look forward 

7. P. 

8. act or process of looking 

8. L. 

inward 


9. carefully looking around; 

9. C- 

cautious; wary 


10. anticipated: “to be”; looked 

10. P. 

forward to (adj,) 



KEY: l~perspicacity or perspicaciousness, 2-acute, 3-punctuate, 
4-pungeiit, 5-perspicuity or perspicuousness, 6-perspi- 
cacious, 7-pros{Hict, 8-introspection, 9-circumspect, 
lO-prospective 


(End oi Session 35) 


SESSION 36 


ORIGINS ANO itElATED WORDS 


1 . the great and the small 

You are familiar wiUi Latin animus, mind. Animus and a re- 
lated root, anima, life principle, soul, spirit (in a sense, iheto 
meanings are all very siir;ilar), are the source of such words as nr, 
imal, animate and inam^naie, animated, and animation; knowj:?.t; 
the meaning of the roots, you have a better understanding of acy 
word built on them. 

Magnanimous contains, In addition to animus, mind, the root 
magntis, lapge, great, which you recall from magniloquent, Mac^ 
nanimous people have such great, noble minds or souls tliat they 
arc beyond seeking petty revenge. 

The noun is magnanimity (mag-na-NIM'-a-tee). 
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Qa At tiAer peofdt di^, liiv inbds ir «oA 

ire (jjyrty-fahLAW-t-ines puMm. tiiqr* 

ieo^ they, are oootmiitibly and meaiL The noun k 
7usil^Mty (pyOd'^-'Se-la-NINT'^e^ee)^. 

Ocher words built on animus» mind: 

1. unammous (yOO-NAN'-t-mas)— of one /nf/uf. If the Sn- 
>reme Court hands down a wmdmous opinion, all Ae judges are 
)f one mind (Latin unus, one). The noun is unanimity (ydO'-ne- 
W-e-tee). 

2. equanimity (ec'-kwa-NIM'-t^ee or ek'-wa-NIM'-t-tce) — 
etymologically, **e<iual (or balanced) mind.** Hence, evenness or 
ealmness of mind; composure. If you preserve your equanindt^f 
inder trying circumstances, you keep your temper, you do not get 
onfused, you remain calm (Latin aequus, equal). 

3. animus (AN'-e-mas) — hostility, ill will, malevolence. 
Dologically, animus is simply mind, but has degenerated, as words 
)ftcn do, to mean unfriendly mind. The word is most often used 
n a pattern like, bear you no animus, even though you have 
ried to destroy me.** (Such a statement shows real magnanimityf) 

4. animosity (an'-e-MOS'-e-tee)— 111 will, hostiUty. An eacact 
ynonym of animus, and a more common word. It is used in pat- 
ems like, “You feel a good deal of animosity, dotft youtT, 
There is real animosity between Bill and Ernie,” “If you bear me 
lo animosity, why do you treat me so badly?” 


turning 

Versatile comes from verto, versus, to turn — versatile peofde 
an turn Aeir hand to many things successfully. The noun is ver- 
atility (vur'-sa-TIL'-o-tee). 


Zeno ond the front porch 

Centurin ago, Igandeat Pnem, fht phOosoj^ Zeno lectuied 
n a topic that MmjiWnM|lfin luunu ndnd, to wit: “How to Live 
1 Happy Uie.’*aSfW8|alaad.on a poich (die Qiedi: for 

difeh is Jton) and ^ Cofth.soinewlia( as pep^ eopM 

;ee dwmsdvw tarn itomse emolioa, be immoved Iqr both 
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«t your oBotfaH Sow fml^ «pw i yo« iMi «r oni i iimUl 
te*! botSe op ]W«r foeSap. BbI ia Sw iovlh WMttqr KA, irihii 
Emo wa » BqwBiidlin hb cwdo^ Mi |ihSMOplqr 9i ootwl ot thi 
pwriow iSlriSB wclythw etn. IBi foBowxt wom oflad Sieki 
•ter tte j(o« or pmTIRm wUch tho aulw iMMid. 

U we caU peofde stefcol. we Bwan ftet they lair ttrir petal o 
mnow widwnt complaint, Siqr meat admitay wMk mSttadiiii 
iettitiide. This sonnda very noble, yon wffl admit aftaatey^ ac 
CMding to modem payehmoSlcal belief; it k heaMdar not to be • 
jfoimd. Stoidsm (STO'-e-sinem) may be an adndnUe viitn 
Ceniafy became we do not then have to liileB to the slekfs tne 
Uee), bat it can bejoNtdone. 


4. fear and tramblina 

littnpid is from Latin tnpUo, to teemblo b tt npid people m 
bibit coorage and feaifessnem (and not a aingie tnodild) w 
confronted by dangers from yon and I woedd nm IBte 
cowards we ate. (Yon recognize the negative preix Itk) 

The noon: Intrepidity (tai''-ti»ray<o4ee), or, of comae, 
trepidness. 

Trepido -tiw eomoe also of trepUatimt (tt^-e-DAY'-shen 
' g re at fear, trembling, or alarm. 


5. quiditlaih 

ScbuUla. in Latin, is a qaidc, bt|^ sparie; in BadHidt tiw 

ednUOa (sin-Ta/>a) may abo mean a ipnrJt but aaose i 

eeim to a very snwU partide (adM la a a^ a spark is) 

in, **Tbeie was not a jctaMMs of mdlbmw ipSttt him.** 

In tiw verb acMHaie (SBr- t s ft yOt' Sia Idea of tiw 
lamidas; aonwoae who setaiffllaias apailte wfdi ehaim an 
Sadwe briihtiy wim tamwMr. the msmi It alaWaiinn (i 
LMTahao). 



6 * city and country 

People who live in the big city ^ to theaters, attend the opera, 
visit musenms and [ncture galleries, browse in bookstores, and 
shop at Robinson's^ Bloomingdaie’s, Marshall Field, or other 
large department stores. 

These activities hli them with culture and sophistication. 

Also, they crowd into jammed subway trains or buses, squeeae 
into packed elevators, cross the street in competition with high- 
powered motorcars, patiently stand in line outside of movie 
houses, and then wait again in the lobby for seats to be vacated. 

Also, they have the privilege of spending two hours a day going 
to and coming from work. 

As a result, city-dwellers are refined, polished, courteous-— or so 
the etymology of urbane (from Latin urbs, city) tells us. (And 
you must be absurdly credulous, if not downright gullible, to be- 
lieve It ) The noun is urbanity (ur-BAN'-a-tee). 

So urbane people are gracious, affable, cultivated; suave, tadtful 
— add any similar adjectives you can think of. 

I rban (UR'-ban) as an adjective simply refers to cities — urban 
atiair^. urban areas, ufban populations, urban life, urban develop- 
ment, eic. 

Consider some prefixes: sub-, near; inter-, between; intro-, in- 
side, within; ex-, out. 

Add each prefix to the root urbs, using the adjective suffix -an: 

sub : near the city 

(Sub- has a number of meanings: under, near, close to, 
etc.) 

inter : between cities 

intra : withmacity 

ex : out of the city 

The suburbs are residential sections, or small communities, 
clo.se to a large city; Larchmont is a suburb of New York City, 
Whittier a sulmrtoi Los Angeles. 

Suburbia (sa-BUR'-bce-a) may designate suburbs as a group; 
suburban residents, or suburbanites (sa-BUR'-ba-nTls'), as a « 
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group; or the tsiiical manners^ s^dei of livfaig; caslcmiSy etc. of 
snboiitoa leyideDts. 

An interurban bos tiHVi^ between dties» an Intraurban bus 
wiMn a sioigle dty. 

An exurb (EKS'-urb) lies well beyond, way outside, a lairge 
city, and generally refers to a region inhabited well-to-do 
follies. Exurb has derived forms corresponding to those of sub- 
urb, Can you construct them? 

Plural noun: — , 

Adjective: — 

Resident: 

As a group; manners, customs, etc. : 

Urbs is the city; Latin ms, mris is the country, i.e., farmland, 
fields, etc. So rural (RODR'-at) refers to country or farm regions, 
agriculture, etc. — a wealthy rural area. 

Rustic (RUS'-tik) as an adjective may describe furniture or 
dwellings made of roughhewn wood, or furnishings suitable to a 
fannhouse; or, when applied to a person, is an antonym of urbane 
— unsophisticated, boorish, lacking in social graces, uncultured. 
Noun: rusticity (rus-TlS'-a-tee). Rustic is also a noun designating 
a person with such characteristics, as in, **He was considered a 
rustic by his classmates, all of whom came from cultured and 
wealthy backgrounds.** 

Urbane and mslfc, when applied to people, are emotionally 
charged words, ifthane is complimentary, rustic derogatory.* 

To rusticate (RUS'-to-kayt') is to spend time in the countr3 
away from the turmoil and tensions of big-city life. Can you con- 
struct the noun? 

* Incidentally, a word used with a derosatory connotation (birch, piggish, 
glutton, idiot, etc.) is called a pelorative (pe-JAWR'-a-tiv). Peiorative is 
also an adjective, as in. '*She spoke In pefomtive terms about her ex-hus- 
band.* The derivation it Latin pejOr, worse. 



REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

1. animus 

2. anima 

3. magnus 

4. pusiiius 

5. unus 

6. aequus (equ-) 

7. verto, versus 

8. stoa 

9. in- 

10. trepido 

11. scintilla 

12. urbs 

13. Sfitr- 

14. inter- 

15. intro- 

16. ex- 

17. rus, runs 

18. -ate 

19. -ion 


MEANING 

mind 

soul, spirit, life 

principle 

large, great 

tiny 

one 

equal 

to turn 

porch 

negative prefix 
to tremble 
a spark 
city 

near, dose to, under 
between 
within. Inside 
out 

country, farmlands 
verb suffix 
noun suffix aded to 
-are verbs 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounco Iho words? CO 


1. magnanimity 

2. pusilianimaits 

3. pusiUammity 

4. unanimous 


mag'-no-NTM'-a-tee 

pyOb'-so-LAN'-a-mas 

pydb^-sa-la-NlM'-a-tee 

yCO-NAN'-a-mas 
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5. tmanimity 

6. equanUnity 

7. animus 

8. animosity 

9. versatility 

10. stoic 

11. stoicism 


y004io-Nllyr-o-tee 

etkf (or ek')-w».Nnr-oMM 

AN'-o-mas 

an'-»-MOS'«9-tee 

vur^-s9-TlL'-9-tee 

ST<y-ik 

STO^-9-siz-aiii 


Con you pronounce the words? (II) 


1. intrepidity 

in'-tra-Pliy-o-tcc 

2. trepidation 

tiep'-e-DAY'-shaa 

3. scintUla 

dn-TIU-o 

4. scintillate 

SIN'-ta-layt' 

5. sdntiilation 

sm'-te-LAY^-shan 

6. urbanity 

ur-BAN'^o-tee 

7. suburbia 

s»-BUR^-bee-a 

8. interurban 

in'-tar-UR'-ben 

9. intraurban 

in'-tra-UR'-ban 

10. exurbs 

EKS'-urbz 

11. exwrban 

eks-UR'-ban 

12. exurbanite * ^ 

cks-UR'-ban-If 

13. exurbia 

eks-UR'-bee-a 


Con you pronounce the ufords? (Ill) 

1. rural 

RdDR'-9l 

2. rustic 

RUS'-tik 

3. rusticity 

nis-TIS'-s-tee 

4. rusticate 

RUS'-ta-kayt' 

5. rustication 

ni8'-t9-KAY'-shaa 

6. pejorative^ 

p»-JAWR'-»-tiv 


Con you work with the words? (1) 

1. magnanimity a. calmness, oomposufe 

2, pusillanimity b. ability eiAer to do many dil 

feient lldnae well, or to Ibm; 



Hon iooeenfirily in fmm) 


nmii 


3. unanimity 

e. fearlessness; great couragfe 

4. equammiqr 

d. unenotionalfty; bearing ol 


pain, etc. widiout compfaint 

5. animosity 

e. big-heartecfaiess; generosity; 


quality of forgiving easily 

6. versatility 

f. a aparldtiig with wit or clever- 


ness 

7. stoicism 

g. fear and trembUng; alarm 

8. intrepidity 

h. complete agreement, all bdng 


of one mind 

9. trepidation 

L petty-mindedness 

10. scintillatioo 

J. anger, hostility, resentment. 


hatred 


KEY: 1-c. 2-i< 3-h, 4-a. 5H, 6-4>, 7-4, 8-c, 9-fi, lO-f 


Can yov work wiHi tho words? (Ill 

1. urbanity 

2. suburina 

3. cxurbia 

4. animus 

5. interufban 

6. intraufban 

7. rural 

8. rustle 


a. referring to the countryside 

b. urord with negative or derog- 
atory connotation; describing 
such a word or words 

c. to spend time in the country 

d. residential areas near Wg cit- 
ies; customs, etc. of ^ in- 
habitants of such areas 

e. residential areas far from big 
cities; customs, etc. of Hie in- 
habitants of such areas 

f. between cities 

g. roughhewn, farmlike; unsoi- 
phisticated, uncnltiiied 

h. soptiisricadcMi, courtesy, pol- 
isKcfCw 





J. fusticate 
10. pejorative 


L anger* batie^ hostiHty 
}. within one city 


KEY: 

(End of Session 36) 


SESSION 37 


READY FOR A STRONG REVIEW? 

Drill, drill, diillt Thi$ is the Important secret of learning words 
thorou^ly; 

Review, review, review! This is the secret of remembering, as- 
simUating, digesting, and keeping as permanent acquisitions all the 
new words you have learned. 

So |»tch in with enthusiasm to the rest of this chapter, made up 
of a series of valuable tests on all the chapter words. Ready? 


Con you work with the words? (II 


1. retrospect 

3. magnanimity 

4. pusiUaniniity 
0 . wnaptmiiy 
& aqiBiriiiiity 
7.' iolmoiity 

t. vtnadlity 


a. complete agreement 

b. pettiness 

c. malevolence 

d. backward look 

e. calmness 

f. ability in many fields 

g. mental keenness 

h. generosity 


KEY: l-d,2.^3-h,4-b,5-a,6-c,7-c,8-f 




Can you w<prk with lh« ¥VOrds? (11) 


1. stoicism 

a. fearlessness 

2. intrepidity 

b. sparkle 

3. trepidation 

c. inward look 

4. scintillation 

d. uncomplaining attitude to 


pain or trouble 

5. urbanity 

e. falsity 

6. introspection 

f. polish, cultivation 

7. circumspection 

g. care, cautiousness 

8. speciousness 

h. fear 

KEY: 1-^.2-a, 3-h, 

4— b, 5— f, b— c, 7— g, 8— e 


Can you work with the words? (Ill) 


1. exurbs 

a. of one mind 

2. pusillanimous 

b. ill wUl 

3. unanimous 

c. pertaining to the city 

4. animus 

d. petty 

5. rustic 

e. self-analytical 

6. urban 

f. regions far from the city 

7. introspective 

g. cautious 

8. circumspect 

h. false, though plausible 

9. specious 

i. countrified 

KEY: l-f.2-<l,3-a.4-b,5-i,6-c.7-e. 8-g,9-li 


Can you work with the words? ((V) 

1. perspicacity 

2. perspicuity 

3. stoic 

4. scintilla 


a. clearness 

b. to be witty 

€« spend time in the country 
d. one who controls his em< 
tiODS 
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5. scintillate 

6. niral 

7. rusticate 

8. introspect 

9. perspicuous 

10. perspicacious 


e. Id look inwaid 

f. a very small amoimt 

g. keen intelligeiice 

h. clear» understandable 

i. keen*>minded 

]. pertaining to the country. 


KEY: 1-g. 2-a, 3^. 4-f, 5-b, 7-<, 8-e, 9-h, 1(M 


Do you understond the words? (i) 


1. Does life often seem pleasanter in yes n< 

retrospect? 

2. Are people of acuity gullible? yes 

3. Is perrp/cudty a common characteristic? YEk 

4. Is a person of ucumen likely to be naive? yes 

5. Is a /^mpicnottjr style of writing easy to yes 

read? 

6. Should all writers aihi at p^tolctiiiy? yes 

7. Is irmgnun I'm/ry a cWfuct^rlMic of yes no 

small-minded people? 

8. Does a person of*gifri//afffmoii$ mind yes no 

often think of petty revenge? 

9. Is a unom’moiir opinion one In which all YBS^ no 

concur? 


KEY: 1-yes, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-ycs, 6-ycs, 7-no, 8-ycs, 9-yes 


Do you understand the words? (It) 


1. b it easy to preserve one's ajuomm/iy 

YES 

NO 

under trying.circumstances? 



2. Do we tear onimur toward our 

YES 

NO 

enemies? 



3. Do we usually feel great mtlmor/iy 

YES 

NO 

toward our friends? 



4. Do we admire verjufility? 

YES 

NO 






5. DoettjfoleiiMiainyooiiqda^ 

YBS 

WO 

d. IsJloleimainaikof an uj Inhibited 

YES 

HO 

penonali^ 

7. Do cowards show infreiddify In the face 

YES 

wd 

of danger? 

8. Do cowards often feel a certain amount 

YES 

NO 

trepidation? 

9. Is a jcfnli/id of evidence a great 

YES 

NO 

amount? 



10. Do duU peof^e 

YES 

NO 

11. Is nrha/tily a characteristic of boorish 

YES 

NO 

people? 



KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-oo, 4-yes, S-no, 6-no, 7-oo, 8-yes, 

9-no, 


10-AO, 11-410 


Do you undorstond fhojwords? (Ill} 

1. Is New York City a fifrol community? 

YES 

NO 

2. Is a village an urban community? 

YES 

NO 

3. Do you rusticate in the city?. 

YES 

NO 

4. Are extroverts very introspective? 

YES 

NO 

5. Does an introvert spend a good deal of 

YES 

NO 

time in introspection? 

6. In dangerous circumstances. Is it wise to 

YES 

NO 

be circumspect? 

7. Do specious arguments often sound 

YES 

NO 


convincing? 


KEY; 1-no, 2-no, 3-no, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-ycs, 7-ycs 


Do yov undorstond the vrords? CIV} 


1. retrospect— prospect 

SAME 

opFosm 

2* acute — perspicacious 

SAME 

oppoa^ 

3. acumen— stupidity 

SAME 

opposite 

4w petiHPicwfais 

SAME 

WPOSIYB 



5. magnanimous — noble 

SAME 

opposrrs 

6. pusillanimoas — petty 

SAME 

OPPOSITS 

7. unananous— divided 

SAME 

OPPOSOTB 

8. equanimity — nervousness 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

9. animosity — ^hostility 

SAMS 

OPPOSITE 

10. animus-friendliness 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

11. versatility — ^monomania 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

12. stoidsm— cowardice 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

13. intrepidity — fear 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

14, trepidation — courage 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

15. scintilla — slight amount 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

16. urbanity — ^refinement 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

17, rustic— crude 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

18. rural — ^urban 

SAMS 

OPPOSITE 

19. Introspective — self-analytic 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

20. circumspect — careless 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

21. specious— true 

SAMS 

OPPOSITE 


KEY: 1-0, 2-S, 3-0. 4-0, 5-S, 6-S, 7-0, 8-0. 9-S, 10-0, 
11-0, 12-0. 13-0, 14-0. 15-S, 16-S. 17-S, 18-0, 19-S, 
20-0, 21-0 

Can yau recall the woVds? (0 



1. ability in many fields 

2. pertaining to the city (nd/.) 

3. to spend time in the country 

4. merest spark; small amount 

5. courage 

1. V- 


2. U- 


3. R- 


4. S- 


5. L- 




KEY: l-veisatility, 2-urban, 
trepidity 

3-ni8ticate, 

4-6cintilla, 5-in- 


Can you rocall the words? 00 

t. unflinching fortitude 
2. countrified; unpolished 


1. S- 

2. R- 









3. pertainiiig to the countryside 3. IL 

ladn 

4. a looking back to the past 4. R. 

5. nobleness of mind or spirit 5. M. 


KEY: 1-stoicism, 2-rustic, 3-rural, 4-retrospect. S-magnanimity 

Con you recall the words? (Ill) 


1. keen-mindedness 

1. A 

2. clear, lucid 

2. P 

3. petty, mean 

3. P 

4. all of one mind or opinion 

4. U 

5. ill will 

5. A 


or A ■ - 

KEY: 1 -acuity, 2-perspicuous, 

3-pusillanimous, 4-unanimous, 

5-animus or animosity 



Con you recall the words? (tV) 


1-4, keenness of mind 

IP 

nrP _ 


5 A 


^ A 


d A 

5. clearness of style or language 

6. one who keeps his emotions. 


6.‘S 

during times of trouble, 
hidden 


7. sophistication, courtesy. 

7. U 

refinement 

L 



KEY: l-perspicacity or perspicack>usiies8» 2 ncamifii, 3-*aaii^*\ 
4*acuteness (2-4 in any order), S-i[iefq[dcof^, 6-flota^'^ 
7-urbanity * , 
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Can you rucall the words? (V) 


1. pettiness of character 

1. p_ 

2. noun form of umi/i/moMS 

2. U_ 

3, mental calmness, balance 

3. E_ 

4. fear and trembling 

4. T_ 

5. to sparkle with wit and humor 

5. S 


KEY: l-pusillanimity, 2-unaiiimity, 3--equanimity, 4-trep- 
idation» S-scintillate 


Can you recall the words? (VI) 


1. a looking inward; an examining 

1. I- 

of one’s mental processes or 


emotional reactions 


2. cautious 

2. C- 

3. seemingly true, actually false 

3. 

4. to think of one’s mental 

4. L 

processes 


5. care, watchfulness 

5. C- 


KEY: l-introspecttvc, 2-circunispect, 3-specious, 4-introspcc' 
5-circumspection 


1HREE FURTHER TESTS 


I. matching 


WORD 

1. convivial 

2. indefatigable 

3. ingenuous 


MEANING 

a. frank 

b. noble, forgiving 

c. unflinching; unemotional 



4. perspicacloiis 

5. magoianiinous 

6. versatile 

7. stoical 

8. intrepid 

9. scintillating 
10. urbane 


d. courteous; polished; suave 

e. companionable, gregarious 
1 witty 

g. capable in many directions 

h. brave 

L keen-minded 
j. tireless 


KEY: 1-c, 2-j, 3-a. 4-i. 5-b. 6-g. 7-c, 8-h, 9-f, 10-d 


II. same or opposite? 


1. 

vivacious — sluggish 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

2. 

vital — crucial 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

3. 

ennui — boredom 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

4. 

bon vivant — ^gourmand 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

5, 

gourmet — ascetic 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

6. 

ingenuous — crafty 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. 

naive — sophisticated 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

8. credulous — skeptical 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

9 

disingenuous — insincere 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

10 

credo— belief 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 


KhY, I S, 3 -S, 4- S, 5-0, 6-0, 7-0, 8-0, 9-S. 10-S 


ill changing ports of speech 
Change these adjectives to nouns not ending in -ness. 


]. 

indefatigable 

1. 

2. 

perspK acious 

2. 

3. 

stoical 

3, 

4. 

urbane 

4. 

5. 

naive 

5. 

6. 

incredulous 

6. 

7. 

incredible 

7. 

8 . 

perspicuous 

8. 
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9. magnanimous 

10. pusillanimous 




9. 

10 . 


K£Y: 1 -indefatigability, 2-perspicacity, 3-stotcism, 4-urbanit3 
^ 5-naivet^, 6-incredulity, 7-incredibility, ^perspiciy^ 
^ 9-magnanimity, 10-pusillanimity 


CHAPTER REVIEW 


At Do you recognize the words? 

1. Tireless: 

(a) convivial, (b) indefatigable, (c]i^^^^til^ 

2. Frank, unsophisticated:, jj 

(a) ingenuous, (b) ingenious, (c) intrepid 

3. Unflinching, uncomplaining: 

(a) perspicacious, (b) urbane, (c) stoical 

4. Noble, forgivmg, generous: 

(a) pusillanimous, (b) unanimous, (c) m||piariim 

5. Between cities: 

(a) interurban, (b) intraurban, (c) exurban 

6. Giving ^irth to live young; 

(a> oviparous, (b) ovulation, (c) viviparous 

7. Tedhim, ^redom: 

(a) ennui, (b) joie de vivre, (c) vitality 

8. Connoisseur of choice food: 

(a) gourmet, (b) gourmand, (c) glutton 

9. Inexperienced in the ways of the world: 

(a) credulous, (b) naive, (c) credible 

10. Easily tricked; 

(a) gullible, (b) incredulous, (c) ingenious 

11. Backward look: 

(a) prospect, (b) retrospect, (c) introspection 

12. Cleariiess; 

(a) perspicacity, (b) perspicuity, (c) intrepidity 

13. Resentment; 

(a) ‘animosity, (b) stoicism, (c) urbanity 




14. Countrified: 

(a) rustic, (b) specious, (c) circumspect 


1— b, 2— a, 3— c, 4— c, 5~a, 6— c, 7--a, 8— a, 9—b, 10— a, 11— b, 
12-b, 13-a, 14-a 


B. Can you recognize roofs? 


ROOT EXAMPLE MEANING 

1. vivo vivacious 

2. sectus vivisection 

3. pareo viviparous 

4. ovum oviparous 

5. vita vital 

6- bon bon vivant 

7. credo credible 

8. specto spectator 

9. acuo acupuncture 

10. punctus punctuate 

11. pungo pungent 

12. animus animosity 

13. pusillus pusillanimous 

14. magnus magnanimous 

15. uni^s unanimous 

16. aequus iequ-) equanimity 

17. verto, versus versatile 

18. stoa stoical 

19. trepido trepidation 

20. scintilla - scintillate 

21. urbs - - - - — urban 

22. rus, ruris rural, rustic 


KEY: J-to live, 2-cut, 3-to give birth, produce, 4-egg, 5-life, 
6-good, 7-to believe, 8-to look, 9-to sharpen, 10-poin^ 
11-10 pierce sharply, 12-mind, 13-tiny, 14-big, great, 
large, 15-onc, 16-equal, 17-to turn, |8-p6ich, 19-to 
tiemble, 20-spark, 21 -city, 22-country, c4>uriti|yside 



TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AAAATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


1. Recalling the root vivo, to live, can you think of the verb 
that means to live on? 

Can you write the noun form? . 

2. How would you explain a vivarium? 

3. Recalling the meanings of Latin vita, what would you under- 

stand if someone asked you for your vita before you appeared for 
an interview for a professional position? 

4. Unus is Latin for one. Can you use this root to construct 
words meaning: 

(a) animal with one horn: 

(b) of one form: 

(c) to make one: 

(d) oneness: 

(c) one-wheeled vehicle: 

5. Annus is Latin for year; verto, versus, as you know, means 

to turn. Cm you, then, explain the word anniversary in teniis of 
its roots? 

6. How about universe and university in terms of their roots 
(unus, one; verto, versus, to turn)? 

(a) universe: 

(b) university: 

7- Use inter-, between, to form words of tl*e following meaiv 
ings: 

(a) between st^tes (adj.): 

(b) between nations (ody ): 

(c) in the middle benveen 

elementary and advanced (adj ) : 

(d) to break in (between 

people conversing) : 

(c ) between persons (adj . ) : — 




8. Use intra-, within, to form words with the following mean- 
ngs (all adjectives): 

(a) wiihin one state; 

(b) mV/j/'/j one nation; 

(c ) within one’s own person or niind: 

(d) the muscles: 

(Answers in Chapter IH) 


A'ORDS INFLUENCE YOUR THINKING 

By now, you have thoroughly explored hundreds upon hun- 
.Ireds of valuable wcirds and scores upon scores of important 
Tiretk and Latin roots. 

As you went along you stopped at frequent intervals to say 
iloud. think about, work with, and recall the words you were add- 
ng to your vocabulary. 

By now, therefore, the words you have been learning are proba- 
bly old friends of yours; the) have started to influence your think- 
ng, have perhaps begun to appear in your conversation, and have 
:ertainly become conspicuous in your reading. In short, they have 
3cen efTcctive in making changes in your intellectual climate. 

Let us pause now for another checkup of the success of your 
‘tudy. In the next chapter, you will find a second Comprehensive 
Test, Ti^ke the test cold if you feel that all the material is at you- 
ringertips; or spend a little lime reviewing Chapters 9, 10, 11, and 
12 if you believe such review is necessary. 


\,En(l of Session .^7) 
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HOW TO CHECK 
YOUR PROGRESS 

Comprehenshit Test II 


SESSION 38 


I— etymology 


ROOT 

1. seribo, scriptus 

2. aequus (equ-) 

3. malus 

4. dico, dictus 

5. volo 

6. facio 

7. bonus, bene 

8. fides 

9. dono 

10. nox, noctis 
IK equus 

12. libra 

13. taceo 


MEANING 


EXAMPL 

proscribe 

equivocal 

malign 

maledictior 

malevolent 

malefactor 

benevolent 

infidelity 

condone 

equinox 

equestrian 

equilibrium 

taciturn 



. Idquor 
. solus 

. venter, ventris 
. magnus 
. verbum 
. Volvo, volutiis 
. animus 
. dorsum 
. vox, vocis 
. fero 
. ambulo 
. somnus 


loquacious 

soliloquy 

ventral 

magniloquence 

verbatim 

voluble 

pusillanimous 

endorse 

vocal 

vociferous 

somnambulist 

somnolent 


-more etymology 

ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 


phanein 

v#> 

sycophant 

pntriv 

patricide 

nnymn 

cvnrknvm 

hnmnv 

homonvin 

phnrta 

. _ Vtrtmnnlirmo 

nrrhair^ 

m2ttnarr>fi 

mnt/fr m/itriv 

mafrrkn 

^-/»///^) 

ciiir>irt«k 

hnmn 


urnr 

11 vr^rir^iic 

mnritijv 


pyrny 

rkf o 


ofViAiet 





pnnpo 

Dunpencv 

untjv 

unanimous 

trfipidn 

intreoid 

scintllln 

scintillate 

Urhx 

iirh^r)hy 

rus, ruris 

rural, rustic 
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23. gnosis 

24. pan 

25. omnis 


prognosis 

pantheism 

omniscient 


lll^same or opposite? 

1. disparage — praise S O 

2. proscribe — prohibit 5 O 

3. placate — ^irritate 5 G 

4. taciturn — talkative 5 O 

5. cogent — ^brilliant 5 0 

6. atheistic — religious 5’ O 

7. convivial — unfriendly 5 O 

8. ingenuoui — naive 5 

9. perspicacious— -keen-minded S 

10. intrepid — fearful S 0 

11- malign — praise S 0 

12. inarticulate — verbal 5 0 

13. verbose — laconic S t ■ 

14. tyro — ^virtuoso S O 

15. megalomania — modesty 5 o 

16. satyriasis — nymphomania S 

17. claustrophobia —agoraphobia S O 

18. indefatigability — tirelessness 5 0 

19. credulous — skeptical S 0 

20. animosity — hostility S 0 


IV — matching 

1. is lewd and lustful a. chauvinist 

2. caters to the rich b. sycophant 

3. is an accomplished c. dilettante 

musician 

4. sneers at traditions d. iconoclast 

5. is the mother-ruler of a e. lecher 
family tribe, or nation 

6. has an irresistable urge f. tyro 
to steal 
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7. is excessively patriotic 

g* 

wrtuoso 

8. is a loud-mouthed woman 

h. 

termagant 

9. is a beginner 

i. 

matriarch 

10. is a dabbler 

J- 

kleptomaniac 

V — more matching 



1 . does not know whether 

a. 

dipsomaniac 

or not God exists 



2. is a criminal 

b. 

pyromaniac 

3. is a connoisseur of good 

c. 

agnostic 

food 



4. sets fires for revenge 

d. 

hypochondriac 

5. meets adversity or pain 

e. 

gourmet 

without flinching 



6. walks in his sleep 

f. 

stoic 

7. is obsessively addicted 

g- 

malefactor 

to drink 



8- has imaginary ailments 

h. 

somnambulist 

9. compulsively sets fires 

i. 

nymphomaniac 

10. is a woman who is 

j- 

incendiary 


sexually insatiable 


VI — recall a word 


1. to make unnecessary 1. O 

2. to flatter fulsoraely 2. A- 

3. to spread dander about 3. M. 

4. economical in speech 4. L- 

5. trite and hackneyed 5. B- 

6. word for word 6. V- 

7. killing of masses of people 7. G- 

8. inheritance from one’s father 8. P- 

9. belief in many gods 9. P- 

10. a person aggressively fighting 10. M 

for a cause 

11. sincere; valid; in good faith 11. B- 

F- 



12. babbling ceaselessly about 

12. G- 

trivia (adj.) 


13. to speak to oneself, as in a play 

13. S- 

14. masterpiece 

14. M. 


O- 

IS. unselfish; not revengeful 

15. WL 

16. able to walk after being 

16. A- 

bedridden 


17. inability to fall asleep 

17. L 

18. morbid fear of heights 

18. A- 

19. the killing of one's brother 

19. 

20. opposite in meaning (adj.) 

20. A- 

21. “joy of life” 

21. 



22. to rob of life or vigor 

22. D, 

23. inexperience, unsophistication 

23. N- 

24. scrupulously careful in the 

24. P_ 

observance of proper procedure 


25. clear, understandable (of style 

25. P- 

or language) 


26. wary, cautious, watchful 

26. CL 

27. a backward look 

27. R. 

28. all of one mind (adj.) 

28. U- 

29. uncomplaining in face of pain. 

29. S- 

misfortune, or emotional 


difficulties (adj.) 


30. between cities (adj.) 

30. l_ 


KEY; A correct answer counts one point. Score your points fo 
each part of the test, then add for a loial. 


1-to write, 2-equal, 3-bad, evil, 4-to say or tell, 5-to wish, 6 -to 
do or make, 7-good, well, 8-faith, 9-to give, 10-night, 1 1- horse, 
12-balance, pound, 13-to be silent, 14-lo speak, 

16-bclly, 17-big, large, great, 18- word, 19-t') roll, 20-n^ind, 
21-back, 22-voice, 23-to bear or carry, 24 -to walk, 25-siocp 

Your score: 
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1 

l-to show, 2-man, male, 3-father, 4-name, 5-the same, 6-sound, 
Mo rule, 8-mother, 9-to kill, killing, 10-person, 11-wife, 
12-husband, 13-fire, 14-God, 15-to live, 16-to believe, 17-to 
fierce sharply, 18-onc, 19-to tremble, 20-spark, 21-city, 
22-country (countiyside), 23-koowledge, 24-all, 25-all 

Your score: 


HI 

1-0, 2-S, 3-0, 4-0, 5-S. 6-0, 7-0, 8-S, 9-S, 10-0, 11-0, 
12-0, 13-0, 14-0, 15-0, 16-0, 17-0, 18-S, 19-0, 20-S 

Your score: 


IV 

1-e, 2-b, 3 g, 4-d, 5-i, 6-j, 7-a, 8-h, 9-f, 10-c 

Your score 


V 

1 -c. 2-g, 3-e, 4-;, 5-f, 6-h, 7-a, 8-d, 9-b, 10 -i 

Your score 


VI 

l~f)bviate, 2-adu!ate, 3“ia3lign, 4-laconic, 5- bansl, 6-verbdtim, 
7 gcnvKi le, 8-pafiimony, 9- polytheism, 10-nnlilant, 11 -bona 
fide, 12-garr‘ilous, j3-suliloquizc, 3 4- magnum opu<?, 15-mag- 
naniin\)i'i, 16-anibulutory, 17-iiisoinnia, 18 aciophobia, 19-frat- 
iicide. 20-anU)nyinous, vnre, 22-dcvitali7e, 

24- piiiictihou’?, 25-peicpiLuous, 26 -circumspect, 
27 nnaniinous, 29-su»ica’., 30 int«*i urban 

Youi score: 

Your lo<at score: 


^ii^'tiUrancr ot )”> h'\tl 

100 120 M is'oils v^ork; you '*rv* ;»• move light along 

80 >9 w diis fivicv*. i' ii< f« * I ' yon. 
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65- 79: Average work; you*re getting a good deal out of your 
study, but perhaps you should review thoroughly after 
each session. 

50- 64: Barely acceptable; work harder. 

35- 49: Poor; further review is suggested before you go on. 

0- 34: You can do much better if you really try. 

You might turn back for a moment to Chapter 8, in which you 
recorded your score on the first Comprehensive Test. Did you do 
better this time? Let’s make a record of both scores at this point 
for the sake of comparison and to give you a mark to shoot at in 
the Comprehensive Test you will take in Chapter 17. 

SCORES 

Test I (Chapter 8) : LL out of 1 20 

Test II (Chapter 13) : out of 120 


{End of Session B8) 
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PART THREE 


FINISHING WITH A FEELING 
OF COMPLETE SUCCESS 




14 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT 
COMMON PHENOMENA 
AND OCCURRENCES 

(Sessions 39—41 ) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

Whaf word aptly describes: 

• dire poverty? 

• emotion experienced without direct participation? 

• something which lasts a very short time? 

• an inoffensive word for an unpleasant idea? 

• light and easy banter? 

• someone who is cowlike in his stolidity? 

• homesickness? 

• harsh sound? 

• a meat-eating animal? 

• something kept secret? 
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SESSION 39 


This world, Robert Louis Stevenson once claimed — with, I think, 
questionable logic — is so full of a number of things that we should 
all be as happy as kings. 

1 doubt very strongly that happiness comes from the outside, or 
that kings are necessarily happy. But I will go this far (and no 
further) with Stevenson: the world is certainly full of a number of 
things. For instance, poverty and misery, hospitriis and insane asy- 
lums, slums and racial restrictions, cut-down forests and once fer- 
tile la ‘ids becoming progressively more arid, war and death and 
taxes and bumbling diplomats. I know that Stt-venson had a 
different sort of thing in mind, for romantic pixels tend to view the 
world through rose-tinted .spectacles, but it is often necessary to 
counter one extreme with another — and I simply wish to set the 
record straight. 

In this chapter wv, are going to discuss a number of things to be 
found in the world and in the minds of it.s inhabitants- -poverry 
and wealth; secondhand emotions; the relativity of time; praise of 
various sorts; small talk and how to indulge in it. animals; long- 
ings for the past; sounds; eating habits; and manv kind'? and con- 
ditions of secrecy. 

As you see, when you start exploring ideas, as wc constantly do 
in these jihapters, you never know what will turn up. 


IDEAS 


1 . for want of the green stuff 

There arc those ocopIc wlio arc forced (often throueh no fault 
of their own) to pursue an \ Msicn. L ofds dovo'd (‘f su^h luxu- 
ries as radiiis, Icicvistori ^ur'J en badifuhs, cioctrjf' orungc- 
juiee squeezcis, aut aiiobilcs. Iri' U/.'i', private 'W'lmmii^g po*-ls, 



etc., but lacking also in many of the pure necessities of living — 
sufficient food, heated homes, hot water, vermin- and rodent-free 
surroundings, decent clothing, etc. 

Such people live: 


in penury 


2. at least watch it 

All normal people want and need love and at least a modicum 
of excitement in their lives — ^so say the psychologists. If no one 
loves them, and if they can find no one on whom to lavish their 
own love, they may often satisfy their emotional . longings and 
needs by getting their feelings secondhand — ^through reading love 
stories, attending motion pictures, watching soap operas, etc. 

These are: 


vicarious feelings 


3. time is fleeting 

During the late winter and early spring of 1948-49, great num- 
bers of people went practically berserk joining and forming “pyra- 
mid clubs.’* If you have not heard of this amazing phenomenon, 1 
won’t attempt to describe it in any of its multifarious ramifica- 
tions, but the main point was that you paid two dollars, treated 
some people to coffee and doughnuts, and shortly thereafter (if 
you were gullible enough to fall for this gel- rich-quick scheme) 
supposedly received a return of some fantastic amount like $2,064 
for your investment. 

For a short time, pyramid clubs were a rage — soon they had 
vanished from the American scene. 

Anything that lasts for but a short time and leaves no trace is: 

ephemeral 


4. how not to coll a spade ... 

Words are only symbols of things* — the' are not the things 
themselves. (This, by the way, is one o» Uife basic tenets of seman- 
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tics.) But many people identity the word and the thing so closely 
that they fear to use certain words that symbolize things that are 
unpleasant to them. 

1 know that this is confusing, so let me illustrate. 

Words having to do with death, sex, certain portions of the 
anatomy, excretion, etc. are avoided by certain people. 

These people prefer circumlocutions — ^words that “talk around*' 
an idea or that mean or imply something but don’t come right out 
and say so directly. 


For example; 

WORD 


die 


CIRCUMLOCUTION 
expire; depart this life; pass away; 
leave this vale of tears 


sexual intercourse 
prostitute 

house of prostitution 

buttocks, behind 
breasts 


(intimate) relations; “playing house”; 
“shacking up” 

lady of the evening; fille de foie; 
painted woman; lady of easy virtue; 
fille de nuit; streetwalker; hooker 
house of lll'fame; bawdyhouse; 
house of ill-repute; bagnio; brothel; 
bordello; “house”; “massage parlor” 
derriere; rear end; butt; tail 
bosom; bust; curves 


^oilet powder room; little girl’s room; 

facilities; washroom; lavatory; head 
The left-hand column is the direct, non-pussyfooting word. The 
right-hand column is made up of: 


euphemisms 


5. small talk 

“Whenever I’m in the dumps, I get a new suit.” 

“Oh, so that’s where you get theral” 

“Lend me a dime — I want to phone one of my friends.” 
“Here’s a quarter — call them all.” 

“The doctor says I have snoo in my bloodl” 
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“Snoo? What*s snoo?” 

“Npt a dam! What’s new with you?** 

“What arc twinsr 
“Okay, what are twins?” 

“Womb mates!” 

“I look a twip yesterday.” 

“A twip?” 

“Yes, I took a twip on a twain!” 

These are examples of: 

badinage 


. everything but give milk 

You’ve seen a cow contentedly munching its cud. Nothing 
^ems capable of disturbing this animal — and the animal seems to 
'ant nothing more out of bfe than to lead a simple, vegetable ex- 
tence. 

Some people are like a cow — calm, patient, placid, phlegmatic, 
sgetable-like. They are: 

bovine^ 


. gopd old days 

Da you sometimes experience a keen, almost physical, longing 
>r associations or places of the past? 

When you pass the neighborhood in which you were born and 
here you spent your early years, do you have a sharp, strange re- 
:tion, almost akin to mild nausea? 

When you are away from home and friends and family, do 
leasant remembrances crowd in on your mind to the point where 
3ur present loneliness becomes almost unbearable, and you actih 
Jy feel a little sick? i 
This common feeling is called: 

nostalgufi 


Remember Ogden Nash's delightful definition? 

The cow is of the bovine ilk. 

One cod moo, the other end miik. 
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S. toundi Acil 9rai» 

Some sounds are so harsh, grating, and discordant Oat th< 
offend the ear« They lack all sweetness, harmony^ pleasantnes 
Traffic noises of a big city, electronic rock music, chdk squeakii 
on a Mackboaid. . . . 

Such blaring, ear-splitting, or spine-tingling sounds are called: 

cacophono 


9. eoting habits 

Lions, tigersi wolves, and some other mammals subsist entire 
on flesh. No spinach, salad greens, whole-wheat cereals, sugar, < 
spices — just gj^, red meat 
These mammals are: 


camivoro 


10. privote and public 

There are certain things most of us do in private, like taking 
bath. Some people like to engage in other activities in comple 
privacy— -eating, reading, watching TV, sleeping, for example. 

The point is that, while these activities may be conducted in pi 
vacy. Acre is never any reason for keeping them secret 

to Aeie are other activities that are kept not only prfvate,'b 
well-ihrouded in secrecy and concealed ton public knowled{ 
Theaa acdvffiei ait unethical, illegal, or unsafo— like having i 
aftiir wiA someone ndiose spouse n your best irien4 iMayii 
niKtaiy secrets to the enemy, traOig ia narcotics, brMng puN 
oflkials, etc. ‘ » 

Amngements, acti^dties, or meetings that tall under this cat 
9 »y are called: 


ckutdtsth 
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USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? 


1. penury 

2. vicarious 

3. ephemeral 

4. euphemism 

5. badinage 

6. bovine 

1. nostalgia 

8 cacophony 
9. carnivorous 
10. clandestine 


PEN'-yo-ree 

vI-KAIR'-ec-as 

o-FEM'-a-ral 

Y(5C)'-fd-mi2-dm 

BAiy-a-naj 

Bd'-vTn' 

no-STAL'-jo 

ko-KOP-o-nec 

kahr-NIV'-or-as 

klan-DES'-tin 


Can you work with the words? 

1. penury 

2. vicarious 

3. ephemeral 

4. euphemism 

5. badinage 

6. bovine 

7. nostalgia 

8. cacophony 

9. carnivorous 

10. clandestine 


a. impermanent 

b. banter 

c homesickness 

d. meat-bating 

e. circumlocution 
t harsh noise 

g. poverty 

h. secret 

k placid; stolid; cowUke 
). secondhand 


KEY: 1-g, 2-j, 3-a, 4^ 3-b, 6-4, 7-c, 8-f. 9-d, 10-4i 


Do you undershind tho wonki? (0 

1. Do wealthy people normally live in yes no 

penury? 
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2. Is a v/carl(Htf thrill one that comes from 

YES 

N> 

direct participation? 

3. Do ephemera/ things last a very short 

TBS 

H 

time? 

4. Is a euphemism the substitution of an 

YES 

N 

inoffensive term for another of the same 
meaning that may sound offensive, 
vulgar, or indelicate? 



5. Does hadinoge show lighthearted 

YES 


frivolity? 

6. Are bovine people high-strung and 

YES 


nervous? 

7. Does one get a feeling of nostalgia for 

YES 


past occurrences and relationships? 


v' 

8. Is cacophony pleasant and musical? 

YES 

• Ni 

9. Do carnivorous animals eat meat? 

Yhs 


10. Is a clandestine meeting conducted in 

YES 


secrecy? 


> 

KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-yc$, 4-yes, S-yes, 6-no, 

7-yc5, 

8^nc 

9-yes, lO^yes 




Do you understand the words? (Ill 


1. penury — affluence 

8AMB 

pPEOSTtl 

2. vicarious— actual 

SAMB 

OPPOSIT! 

3. ephemeral — eternal 

SAMB^i 

OPPOSITI 

4. euphemism — less offensive word 

SAMB 

OPPOSIT 

5. badinage — flight, teasing talk 

SAMg 

OPPOSIT 

6. bovine — high-strung 

SAME 

OPPOSIT 

7. nostalgia — ^longing for the past 

SAME 

OPPOSITI 

8. cacophon 3 F— euphony 

SAME 

OPPOSIT 

9. carnivorous — herbivorous 

SAME 

OPPOSIT 

10. clandestine — hiddeir 

SAMB 

OPPOSITI 


KBY: 1-0, 2-0, 3^. 4-S, 5-S, 6-0, 7-0, 8-0, 9-0, 10-S 
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(The new words used in this test will be discussed in later sec- 
ions of this chapte^) , 

Ion you reeaU the wotds? 

1. harsh sound 
2 having a short life 
3. dire poverty 

4 substitution of an indirect or 
pleasant word or phrase for a 
possibly offensive one of the 
same meaning 

5 experienced as a spectator, 
rather than as a participant 

6 acute feeling of homesickness 

7 light, half-teasing banter 

8 subsisting solely on meat 
9. cowhke, stolid 
1 0 secret; concealed 

KEY; l-cacophOny, 2>-ephetneral, 3->penury, 4-etiphemism, 
S-vicarious, 6-^ostalgia, 7-badinage, S-camivotidais, 
9-bovine, 10-clandestitie 


{End of ^ssion 39) 


SESSION 4» 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 
1 . money« and what i*( will buy 

The modem world operates largely by means of a price stnic- 
tuiert^-wealth and poverty are therefore words that Ihdiodte die 

* it 
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possession, on the one hand, or the lade, on the other, of money. 
Penury, from Latin penurla, need, neediness, is dire, abject pov- 
erty, complete lack of financial resources. It is one of the two 
strongest English words there are to denote absence of money, 
The adjective form, penurious (pa-NYOOr'-ee-as or pa-NdOR 
ee-as), strangely enough, may mean poverty-stricken, but more 
commonly signifies stingy, close-fisted, niggardly: so sparing in the 
use of mon^ as to give the appearance of penury. 

Penurious is a synonym of parsimonious (pahr'-sa-MO'-nee- 
as), but is much stronger in implication. A parsimonious person is 
stingy; a permrious person is twice as stingy. Penury, then, is pov- 
erty; penuriousness is stinginess, excessive frugality. The nour 
form ci parsimonious is parsimony (PAHR'-sa-md'~nec). 

A somewhat milder word than penury for poverty (if you car 
imagine a mild degree of poverty) is indigence (IN'-da-jans). In- 
digent (IN'-da-jant) people are not absolutely penniless — they are 
simply living in reduced circumstances, forgoing many creature 
comforts, forced to undergo the type of hardships that may ac- 
company a lack of sufficient funds. 

On the other hand, a close synonym of penury, and one ol 
equal strength, is destitution (des'-ta*T(5D'-sHan). Destituu 
(DES'-ta-tOOt) people do not even have the means for mere 
subsistence-«-as such, they are p)erhaps on the verge of starvation 
Penury and destitution are not merely straitened circum 
stances — they arc downright desperate circumstances. 

To turn now to the brighter side of the picture, the possessior 
of money, especially in increasing amounts, is exptessed b] 
affluence (AP-lOb-ans). Affluent (AF'-l(3C>-ant) people, peopU 
of affluence, or those living in affluent circumstances, are mon 
than comfortable; in addition, there is the implication that theii 
wealth is increasing. People who live in affluence probably owr 
laige and costly homes, run big, new cars, belong to expensive 
golf or country clubs, etc. 

A much stronger term is opulence (OP'-ya-lans), which no 
only implies much greater wealth than affluence, but in additioi 
suggests lavish expenditures and ostentatiously luxurious sur 
roundings. People of opulence own estates; drive only outra 
geously expensive and specially equipped cars (Rolls-Royces 
Mercedes-Benzes, Porsches, etc.); have a corps of servants, in 
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lading, a major-^omo; belong to golf and yadit and country 
lubs, etc., etc. Enibtoider die fantasy as much as you wish to. 
Opulent (OP>ya-bnt) may describe peqple, surroundings, Styles 
f life, or the like. 

Affluent Is a combination of the prefix ad-, to, toward (chang- 
ig to at- before a root beginning with /), plus the Latin verb ffuo, 
3 flow — affluence is that delightful condition in which money 
eeps flowing to us, and no one ever turns off the spigot Other 
/ords from the same root, flue, to flow, are fluid, influence, 
onfluence (a ^'flowing together”), fluent (the words flow 
mooihly), etc. 

Opulent is from Latin opulentus, wealthy. No other English 
^ords derive fr^m this root 


I, doing ond feeling 

If you watch a furious athletic event, and you get tired, thougn 
he athletes expend all the energy — ^that*s vicarious fatigue. 

If your friend goes on a bender, and as you watch him absorb 
)ne drink after another, you begin to feel giddy and stimulated, 
hat’s vicarious intoxication. 

if you watch a mother in a motion picture or dramatic play 
kuffer horribly at the death of her child, and you go through the 
iame agony, that’s vicarious torment 

You can experience an emotion, then, in two ways: firsthand, 
hrough actual participation; or vicariously, by becoming em- 
pathetically involved in another person's feelings. 

Some people, for example, lead essentially dull and colorless 
lives. Through their diildren, through reading or attending the 
theater, however, they can experience all the emotions felt by 
Dthers whose lives move along at a swift, exciting pace. These 
people live at second hand; they live vicariously. 


3. time Is relative 

Elephants and turtles live almost forever; human beings in the 
United States have a life expectancy in general of sixty-^ht to 
seventy-six years (though the gradual conquest of disease k oon- 
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standy lengthening our span);t dog$ live from seven to ten years 
^ and some insects exist for only a few hours or days. 

One such dion-lived creature is the dayfly, which in Greek wa 
'iia&ed ephemera. Hence anything so short-lived, so unendunn] 
that it scarcely seems to outlast the day, may be called ephemeral 
^nonym of ephemeral h evanescent (ev-a-NES'-ent), fleet 
^l^'^stil^ing for a remarkably'' Aort time, vanishing. Somethin] 
''IfitaYrgil^ like a feeling, may be called evanescent; it's here, an< 
^'binfoivysShcan quite comprehend it, it’s gone-^vanished. 

^ 'ThS^^tooUn is evanescence (ev'-a-NES'-ans); the verb is t( 

Evanescent is built on the prefix e- (ex-), out. the root vanesco 
^tb'¥aAidr,*1i(hd Ae adjective suffix 

The suffix -esce often, but not always, means begin to. -Escen 
may mean becoming or beginning to. Thus; 

adolescent — beginning to grow up; 

beginning to become an adult 
evanesce — begin to vanish 
^ convalesce — begin to get well after illness 
patrescenl^— beginning to rot; 

beginning to become putrid 
obsolescent — becoming obsolete 


4. on exploration of various qood things 


• euphemism is a word or expression that has been substitute 
for another that is likely to offend — it is built on the Greek prefi 
good, the root pheme, voioe^ and the noun suffix -ism (Etymc 
^Vnnething said in a good voice!”) Adjective; ei 
fj>hemis$ic (yOb*fa-MlSMik> 

I Other Bn^bh words constructed from the prefix eu< 

1. euphony (YOO^-fd*nee)— goiod sound, pleasant lilt c 
rhythm {phone, sound) 

Adjective: euphonic (yOO-FON'-ik) or euphonious (yOO-FO 
nee-os) 


for the 'United States: mules. 68 S years; femaU 
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2. eulogy (YO&'-lo-jce) — etymol^cally, •‘good speedi’*; a 
fonnal speech of praise, usually deliver^ as 
Logos in this term means word or speech, as it did'iii 
(Chapter 6). Logos more commonly means sciehile (a 
has the alternate meaning in eulogyi philology, monologue, ^ 
logue, epilogue (words upon the other words, or “after-words'*^, 
and prologue (words before the main part, “before-words," 
introduction). 

Adjective: eulogistic (y(50-l^JiS'-tik); verb: eulogize (Y<30-b- 
JTz'); person who delivers a (^<56^-la^jiSt) ^ 

"h. euphoria (yOO-FAWR'-ec-o) — ^good feeling, a sense of toei-’ 
tal buoyancy and physical well-being I 

Adjective: ei/pAof/c (yOO-FAWR'-ik) . \ " 

A, euthanasia (yoo'-tha-NAY'-zha) — etyipologically, . *‘goq^* 

death"; method of painless death inflicted pn people sufte^Hf^ 
from incurable diseases — not legal at the present tUn^, but. adt*, 
vocated by many people. The word derives from eur plus Grpejci^ 
thanatos, death. 


5. exploration of modes of expression* 

Badinage is a half-teasing, non-malicious, frivolous banter, in* 
tended to amuse rather than wound. Badinage has a close syao^ 
nym, persiflage (FUR'-sa-flahzhOt which is a little more derisive, 
a trifle more indicative of contempt or mockery — but still totaHy . 
unmalicious. , j, j 

In line with badinage and persiflage, there are four other Ipfms ’ 
of expression you should be familiar with: clichi (klec-SHAYOi* 
bromide (BRO'-mld'), platitude (PLAT-i>-t<50d), axtd aaodynag' 
(AN'-a-dln'). 

A clichi is a pattern of words which wa^ once new and fre^h, . 
but which now is so old, worn, and threadbare that only banal, 
unimaginative speakers and writers ever use it. Examples are: fast 
and furious; unsung heroes; by leaps and bounds; conspicuous by 
its absence; green with envy; etc. The most devastating criticism 
you can make of a piece of writing is to say, “It is full of cliches*'; 
the mo^t pointed insult to a person’s way of talking is, “You speak, 
in clicftes 



A bromide is any trite, dulU and probably fallacious remark 
that shows little evidence of original thinking, and that therefore 
convinces a listener of the total absence of perspicacity on the part 
of the speaker. 

For instance, some cautious, dull-minded individual mi^t warn 
you not to take a chance in these words: *‘Remember it*s better to 
be safe than sorry!** 

Your sneering response might be: “Oh, that old hromide!’* 

A platitude is similar to a clichd or bromide, in that it is a dull, 
trite, hackneyed, unimaginative pattern of words — ^but, to add in- 
sult to injury (clich^), the speaker uses it with an air of novelty — 
as if he just made it up, and isn’t he the brilliant fellow! 

An anodyne, in the medical sense, is a drug that allays pain 
without curing an illness, like aspirin or morphine. Figuratively, 
an anodyne is a statement made to allay someone*s fears or anxie- 
ties, not believed by the speaker, but intended to be believed by 
the listener. “Prosperity is just around the comer** was a popular 
anodyne of the 1930s. 

A bromide is also a drug, formerly used as a sedative. Sedatives 
dull the senses — the statement labeled a bromide comes from a 
speaker of dull wit and has a sedative effect on the listener. The 
adjective is bromidic (br5-MID'-ik), as in “his bromidic way of 
expressing himself.*’ 

Platitude derives From Greek platys, broad or flat, plus the noun 
sufiix -tude. Words like plateau (fiat land), plate and platter 
(flat dishes), and platypus (flat foot) all derive from the same 
root as platitude, a flat statement, i.e., one that falls flat, despite 
the speaker*s high hopes for it. The adjective is platitudinous 
(plat'-o-TOD-da-nas), as in, “What a platitudinous remark.*’ 

Anodyne is a combination of the negative prefix an- with Greek 
odyne, pain. Anodynes, as drugs, lessen pain; as statements, they 
are intended to reduce or eliminate emotional pain or anxiety. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 

PREFIX, ROOT, SUFFIX MEANING ENGLISH WORD 

1. penuria need, neediness J 

2. ad- (af-) to, toward 

3. fluo to flow 
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4. opulentus 

5. ephemera 

6. e-, ex-- 
1. vanesco 

8 ~esce 

9 -ent 

10. -ence 

11 . eu- 

12. pheme 

13 . ~ism 

14. phone 

15. -ic- 

16. -OW9 

17. logos 

1 8 -ize 

19 thanatos 

20 plalys 

21 fl/!- 

22 


wealthy 

dayfly 

out 

to vanish 
begin to 
adiective sufhx 
noun sufhx 
good 
voice 

noun suffix 
sound 

adjective suffix 
adjective suffix 
word, speech 
verb suffix 
death 

broad or flat 
negative prefix 
pain 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words^ (1) 


1. penurious 

pp-NY(5t>'-ee“?s or 

2. penuriousru'ss 

pa-NYOOR'-ce-os-nas or 
pa NCDR'-cc-as-nas 

3. par^tmoruofis 

pahr'-s3-MO'-nee-3S 

4. parsimony 

PAH R'-s.^-mo'-nee 

5 intUgem e 

IN'-d.vjans 

6 indigent 

IN'-dO“pnt 

7. destitnuon 

des'-ta-TC^' shan 

8. destitute 

DES'-t;»-t<50t 

9. affluence 

AF'-lCToons 

10 affluent 

AF'-I<Tb ant 

11. opulence 

OP'-y^lans 

12. opulent 

OP'-ya-Unt 
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Con you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. ^vanesc^U - 

2. evmescene^ 

3. evanesce 

4. euphemistic 
5 euphony 

6. euphemic ' 

7. euphonious 

8. ^oary 

9. euiogtstic 
10. eulogize 


ev'-»«NE9«-9nt 

cv'-a-yES'-ens 

cv'-e-NEy^ 

y< 30 -fo-MlS'-tik 

YCXy-ffi^rtee 

y^F<y-nce-as 

YOO'-»3-j4e 

y( 30 '-Id-JlS'-tik 

Y(S0'-l3-jTz' 


Can you pronounce the words? (Itt) 


t. euphoria 
2 euphoric 

3. euthanasia 
4 persiflage 

5. c/<c/i^ 

6 bromide 

7. bromtdic 

8. platitude 

9. platitudinous 

10. anodyne 


yOO-FAWR^-ee-o 

y<3t)-FAWR^ik 

yCf&'-th>NAY'“Zha 

PCR'-s3-flahzh' 

klee-SHAV' 

BRO'-mTd' 

br6-MIiy-ik 

PLAT-s-tcSOd 

plat'-3-TOCy-d3-n3S 

AN^-3-dTn' 


Con you work with the words^ (I) 

1 penurious 

2 indigent 

3. affluent 

4. evanescent 

5. euphemistic 
6 euphonious 

7. euphoric 

8. platitudinous 


a poor; of limited means 

b. inoffensive 

c. Hat. trite 

d. feeling tiptop 

e. wealthy 

f. pleasant in sound 
g stingy; tight-fisted' 
h. fleeting 


KEY. 1-g, 2-a, 3-e, 44i, 5-b, 6-f. 7-d, 8-c 



Con you work with the words? (IQ 


1. parsimony 

2. destitution 

3. oputence 

4 evanescence 

5 euphony 
pi, eupbona 
7. euthanasia 
8^ platjtutde 


a. lavish luxuty 
br painless d^t* 

c. pleasantsoDi 

d. trite remark 

e. impeniianeiice i m 
t feeling of well-being 

g. stinginess 

h. poverty 


KEY: 1-g, 2-h, 3-a, 4-t, S-c. 6-1, 7-b, 8 h1 


Can you work with the words^ (ItlK 


1. anodyne 

2 bromide 

3 persiflage 

eulogy 

S. penunousness 
6 indigence 
affluence 


a. ll^t,l^a^jib^er 

b. tightfistedness 

c. ii^tafehient IntehBed allay 

rf? fjoverty, Want' 

e. high/fortnal ptar 

f. w^lth 

g. trite ’Statement 


KEY: 1-c, 2-g, 3-a, 4-e, 5-b, 6-d, 7-f 


Con yeowoplM¥itb t he w o rd s? fiVl 


1. parsimonious 

2. destitute 

3. opulpnt 

4. vicarious 
euphonic 

6 eulogistic 
7. evanesce 
k. eulogize 


a begin to vanish 

b. stingy, frtigat 

c. highly praising ^ 
d hackneye^plua^n^ 

e- ostentgtioi(jl^wfial*))gf 

f. stiItedjn«p|:^Qli, 

g. pleasant-sounding 

h. in want 
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9 . bromidie 

10. dich6 


L secondhand 
J. praise 


KEY: 1-b, 2-h, 3-e, 4-i, 5-g, 6-c. 7-a, 8-j, 10-d 


Do you understand the words^ U) 


1. Do penurious people satisfy their 
extravagant desires? 

YES 

NO 

2. Is penuriousness the characteristic of a 
miser? 

YES 

NO 

3. If you are parsimonious with praise, do 
you lavish it on others? 

YES 

NO 

4. Are people with extremely low incomes 
forced to live a life of parsimony? 

YES 

NO 

5. Is indigence a sign of wealth? 

YES 

NO 

6. Are indigent people often aided by state 
welfare? 

YES 

NO 

7. If you live in a state of destitution, do 
you have all the money you need? 

YES 

NO 

8. Is a completely destitute person likely 
to have to live in want? 

YES 

NO 

9. Does a person of affluence generally 
have petty money womes? 

YES 

NO 

10. Are opulent surroundings indicative of 
great wealth? 

YES 

NO 

KEY: 1-no, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-ycs, 5-no, 6-yes, 7- 

1 

00 

i 

j 


10-yes 


OQjtOU undersfond the words? W 

1. Cte you eogege fai v£cwlo«i exploHs by no 

reading spy novels? 

2, Ik)e» mevmesoent feeling remaitt for a yes no 

oonsideraUe tiiiie? 
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3. Do parents generidltyiddalsa in 

TBS 

NO 

euphemisms in front of young children? 

4, b poetiy generally eaphcmlcMtf? 

YSS 

NO 

S. Dm a sincere eulogy indicate one’s 

TBS 

NO 

feeling of admiration? 

6. Is ei^phoWo a fading malaise? 

TBS 

NO 

7. Is enrhanosb practiced on animals? 

YES 

NO 

8. Is perji/fege an indication of 

YES 

NO 

seriousness? 

9. Does a liberal use of c/ich^s show 

YES 

NO 

original thinking? 

10. Is an anodyne intended to relieve fears? 

YES 

NO 

KEY: 1-ycs, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-yes, 5-yes, 6-no, 

7-yes. 

8-00, 

9-no, 10-yes 



Do you undursfond the words? (Ill) 



1. Is a p/a/i/ude flat and dull? 

YES 

NO 

2. If a person uses bromides, is he likely to 

YES 

NO 

be an interesting conversationaUst? 

3. If you indulge in persiflage* are you 

YES 

NO 

being facetious? 

4. Are the works of Beethoven considered 

YES 

NO 

euphonious? 

5. Can parents receive a vicarious thrill 

YES 

NO 


from their children’s triumphs? 


KEY: 1-yes, 2*no, 3-yes, 4-ycs, 5-yes 


Con yotf rocofl the worifo? 

1. a statement, iistihllyitiitriie» 1- A. 

wBant to alleviate fear 

2. Ught banter 2. P. 

3* a hockneyed phrase 3. C 
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4. fleeting — lasting a* verjDldioit 
^ time (adi. ) 

5. laiStfa^ry — delivered tk tonen 
of formal praise (nd;.) 

6. proeess of painlessly putting tc 
^ deaflya victim of an ineefcabie. 

1 diame 

7. stingy (adj.) 

’ k Ir 

8. in want {adl ) 

9. waslih 

10. immense wealth 
IT. adverb describing the manner 
t)f Tetqpohding empathetically to 
another’s acts 
"12: "Stinginess (noun) 

13—14. poverty 

"ft. inipermanence 
^16. pleasing sound 
17. substituting inoffensive words 
^ (adf.) 

^18. sense of well-being 
trite remark 
20. banal remark 
^!21. begin to vanish (v.) * 

22. poverty-stricken (adf.) 
J23:r24.. wealthy 0^9 

^ 25. fe elin g tiptop (adf,) 

26. pleasant in sound (nd/T) 

27. formal praise 

- 2flL. trite (nd/.) . 

29. flat, dull (od/.) 

20. to praise 



7. P- 
or P- 

8. D. 

9. A- 

10. O. 

11. V- 



19. B 

20. P 



^I^Y: 1-anodyne, 2-persiflage, 3-cllche, 4-evanescent, 5-culo- 
gistic, 6-euthanasia. 7-parsimoaious or penurious, 

420 ' 



S-destitutey 9-affluenoe^ 10-opulence» ll-vicarioiislyv 
12^aisiaiony or penurlousness, 13-indigeiice« 14-desti» 
tutioor 15-evaBesceace, Id-euphony, 17-«uphemistic, 
18-euphoria, 19-bromide, 20-platitude, 21-evaiiesce, 
22-indigent, 23-afl9uent, 24-opulent, 25-euphoric, 
26-euphonlc or euphonious, 27-eulogy, 28-bromidic, 
29-platituditious, 30-euiogize 


{End of Session 40) 


SESSION 41 


GiNS AND RELATED WORDS 


people ore the eroziest animals 

’ovine, placid like a cow, stolid, patient, unexcitable, is built on 
Latin word for ox or cow, bovis, plus die suffix nne, like, simi- 
lo, or characteristic of. To call someone bovine is of course far 
n complimentary, for this adjective is considerably stronger 
1 phlegmatic, and implies a certain mild contempt on the part 
he speaker. A bovine person is somewhat like a vegetable: eats 
grows and lives, but apparently is lacking in any strong feel* 

i. 

iumans are sometimes compared to animals, as in the follow^ 
adjectives: 

. leonine (LEE'-o-nln') — like a lion in appearance or temper- 
mt. 

. canine (KAY'-nTn^) — like a dog. As a noun, the word refers 
he species to which dogs belong. Our canine teeth are similar 
hose of a dog. 
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3. feline (FEB'-IEqO— W e may speak of fdine grace; 
or (Insultingly) of feline temperament when we mean that a per- 
son Is ‘*catty.*’ 

4. porcine (PAWR'-sln')— pigUke. 

5. vulpine (VUL'-pIn') — foxlike in appearance or tempera- 
ment. When applied to people, this adjective usually indicates the 
shrewdness of a fox. 

6. ursine (UR'-sin') — bearlike. 

7. lupine (LOO'-pIn) — ^wolilike. 

8. equine (EE"-kwIn') — horselike; “horsy.” 

9. piscine (PISMnO — ^fishlike. 

All these adjectives come from the corresponding Latin words 
for the animals; and, of course, each adjective also describes, or 
refers to, the specific animal as well as to the person likened to the 
animal. 


1. leo 

lion 

2. cams 

dog 

3. felis 

cat 

4. porcus 

pig 

5. vulpus 

fox 

6. ursus 

bear 

7. lupus 

wolf 

8. equus 

horse 

9. piscis 

fish 


The word for meat from a pig — pork — derives, obviously, from 
porous. Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, the Great Bear and the Lit- 
tle Bear, the two conspicuous groups of stars in the northern sk] 
(conspicuous, of course, only on a clear night), are so labeled bo 
cause in formation they resemble the outlines of bears. The feml 
nine name Ursula is, by etymology, little bear,” which, perhaps 
is a strange name to burden a child with. The skin disease lupu 
was so named because it eats into the flesh, as a wolf might 

2. you con*t go home ogoin 

Nostalgia, built on two Greek roots, nostos, a return, and algos 
pain (as in neur/tlgia, cardialgia, etc.), is a feeling you canH eve 
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understand until youVe experienced it — and you have probably 
experienced it whenever some external stimulus has crowded your 
mind with scenes from an earlier day. 

You know how life often seems much pleasanter in retrospect? 
Your conscious memory tends to store up the pleasant experiences 
of the past (the trauma and unpleasant experiences may get 
buried in the unconscious), and when you are lonely or unhappy 
you may begin to relive these pleasant occurrences. It is then that 
you feel the emotional pain and longing that we call nostalgia. 

The adjective is nostalgic (nos-TAL'-jik), as in “motion pic- ' 
tures that are nostalgic of the fifties,’* or as in, “He feels nostalgic 
whenever he passes 138th Street and sees the house in which he 
*ew up.” 

. soundings 

Cacophony is itself a harsh-sounding word — and is the only one 
hat exactly describes the unmusical, grating, ear-offending noises 
|vou are likely to hear in man-made surroundings; the New York 
subway trains thundering through their tunnels (they are also, 
[these days in the late 1970s, eye-offending, for which wc mi^t 
coin the term cacopsh, noun, and cacoptic, adjective), the traffic 
bjsdlam of rush hours in a big city, a steel mill, an automobile fac- 
tory, a blast fumace, etc. Adjective: cacophonous (k^-KOF'-o- 

These words are built on the Greek roots kakos, bad, harsh, or 
Jjgly, and phone, sound. 

Phone, sound, is found also in: 

1. ttlephone — etymologically, “sound from afar” 

2. euphony — pleasant sound 

3. phonograph — etymologically, “writer of sound” 

4. saxophone — a musical instrument (hence sound) invented 
t y Adolphe Sax 

5. xylophone — a musical instrument; etymologically, “sounds 
h rough wood” (Greek xylon, wood) 

6. phonetics (fa-NET-iks) — ^thc science of the sounds of !an- 
;uage; the adjective is phonetic (fo-NET-ik), the expert a phone-^ 
^cian (fO'-na-TISH'-an) 
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7. pJtoitlcsu-4he science of sound; also the method of teaching 
leading drilling the sounds of letters and ^llables 


4. the flesh and all 

Carnivorous combines carnis, flesh, and voro, to devour. A cnr- 
nivoraus animal^ or carnivore (KAHR'-nd-vawr^), is one whose 
main diet is meat. 

Voro, to devour, is the origin of other words referring to eating 
habhs: 

1. herbivorous (hur-BIV'-ar-es) — subsisting on grains, grasses, 
and other vegetation, as cows, deer, horses, etc. The animal is a 
herbivore (HUR'-ba-vawr'). Derivation: Latin herba, herb, plus 
voro, to devour 

2. omnivorous (om-NIV'-or-as)— eating everything: meat, 
grains, grasses, fish, insects, and anything else digestible. The only 
^cies so indiscriminate in their diet are humans and rats, plus, of 
course, some cats and dogs that live with people (in contrast to 
felines and canines — ^lions, tigers, bobcats, wolves, etc. — that are 
not domesticated). Omnivorous (combining Latin omnij:, all, with 
voro, plus the adjective suffix -ous) refers not only to food. An 
omnivorous reader reads everything In great quantities (that is, 
devours all kinds cf reading matter). 

3. voracious (vaw-RAY'-sh^s) — devouring; hence, greedy or 

gluttonous; may refer either to food or to any other habits. One 
may be a voracious eater, voracious reader, voracious in one's 
pursuit of money, pleasure, etc. Think of the two noun forms of 
loquacious. Can you write two nouns derived from voracious? 
( 1 ) , ( 2 ) 


5, “ollness ’ 

Latin omnis, all, is tiie origin of: 

1. omnipotent (om-NIP'-a-tant) — -ail-powerful, an adj*: :tive 
usually applied to God; also, to any ruler whose govcniing powers 
are unlimited, which allows for some exaggeration, as King 
Canute the Great proved to his sycophantic courtisrs when he or- 
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dered the tide to ccmie so far up the beach and no further. He got 
soaking wet! (Omnis plus Latin potens, potentis, powerful, as in 
potentate, a powerful ruler; impotent (IM^-pa-tant), powerless; 
potent, powerful; and potential, possessing power or ability not 
yet exercised). Can you write the noun form of omnipotent? 

2. omniscient (om^NISH'-ant) — all-knowing: hence, infinlt^y 

wise. (Omnis plus sciens, knowing.) We have discussed this adjec- 
tive in a previous chapter, so you will have no problem writing the 
noun: 

3. omnipresent (om'-no-PREZ'-ont) — present in all places at 
once. Fear was omnipresent in Europe during 1939 just before 
World War II. A synonym of omnipresent is ubiquitous (yOO- 
BIK'-wa-tds), from Latin ubique, everywhere. The ubiquitous ice 
cream vendor seems to be everywhere at the same time, tinkling 
those little bells, once spring arrives. The ubiquitous little red 
wagon rides around everywhere in airports to refuel departing 
planes. **Vhiquitous laughter greeted the press secretary’s re- 
mark,” Le., laughter was heard everywhere in the rooni. The noun 

forms are ubiquity (yOO-BlK'-wa-tee) or 

(Can you think of the alternate form?) 

4 omnibus (OM'-na-bas) — etymologically, “for all, including 
all.” In the shcjtened form bus we have a public vehicle for all 
who can i ±y , in a John Galsworthy omnibus we have a book con- 
taining all of Galsworthy’s works; in an omnibus legislative bill we 
have a bill containing ail the miscellaneous provisions and appro- 
priations left out of other bills. 


6. more flesh 

Note how cmnis, flesh, is the building block of: 

1. cornelian (kahr-NEEL'-yan) — a reddish color, the color of 
red flesh. 

2. carnival (KAHR'-na-val) — originally the season of merry- 
making just before Lent, when people took a last fling before say- 
ing **Carne vale!** “Oh flesh, farewell!” (Latin vale, farewell, 
goodbye). Today a carnival is a kind of outdoor entertainment 
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with games, rides, side shows, and, of course, lots of food — also 
any exuberant or riotous merrymaking or festivities. 

3. carnal (KAHR'-nal) — ^most often found in phrases like 
*"camal pleasures’* or **carnal appetites,** and signifying pleasures 
or appetites of the flesh rather than of the spirit — Whence, sensual, 
lecherous, lascivious, lubricious, etc. The noun is carnality (kahr- 
NAL'-a-tee). 

4. carnage (KAHR'-naj) — ^great destruction of life (that is, of 
human flesh), as in war or mass murders. 

5. reincarnation (ree'-in-kahr-NAY'-shan) — a rebirth or reap- 
pearance. Believers in reincarnation maintain that one’s soul per- 
sists after it has fled the flesh, and eventually reappears in the 
body of a newborn infant or animal, or in another form. Some of 
us, according to this interesting philosophy, were once Napoleon, 
Alexander the Great, Cleopatra, etc. The verb is to reincarnate 
(ree-in-KAHR'-nayt), to bring (a soul) back in another bodily 
form. 

6. incarnate (in-KAHR'-nat) — in the flesh. If we use this adjec- 
tive to call someone “the devil incarnate,'* we mean that here is 
the devil in the flesh. Or we may say that someone is evil incar^ 
note, that is, the personification of evil, evil invested with human 
or bodily form. The verb to incarnate (in-KAHR'-nayt) is to em- 
body, give bodily form to, or make real. 


7. dark secrets 

Clandestine comes from Latin clam, secretly, and implies se- 
crecy or concealment in the working out of a plan that is danger- 
ous or illegal. Clandestine is a close synonym of surreptitiom 
(sur'-op-TISH'-as), which means stealthy, sneaky, furtire, gener- 
ally bemuse of fear of detection. 

The two words cannot al>vays, however, be used interchange- 
ably. We may speak of either clandestine or surreptitious meetings 
or arrangements; but usually only of clandestine plans and 
of surreptitious movements or actions. Can you write the nour 
form of surreptitious? 


42 ^ 



REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 
SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. -ine 

like, similar 

2. ]€0 

to, characteristic of 
lion 

3. felis 

cat 

4. porcus 

pig 

5. canis 

dog 

6. vulpus 

fox 

7. ursus 

bear 

S. lupus 

wolf 

}. equus 

horse 

). piscis 

hsh 

1. nostos 

a return 

algos 

pai* 

4c 

adjective suffix 

i. kakos 

bad, harsh, ugly 

, phone 

sound 

. xylon 

wood 

. carnis 

flesh 

. voro 

to devour 

. herha 

herb 

omnis 

all 

~ous 

adjective suffix 

potens, potentis 

powerful 

sciens 

knowing 

. ubique 

everywhere 

4ty 

noun suflix 

vale 

farewell 

•al 

adjective suflix 

re- 

again, back 

•ate 

verb suffix 

in- 

in 


ENGLISH WORD 
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31. clam 

32. 

33. ' -ence 


secretly 
adjective suffix 
noun suffix 


USING THE WORDS 


Can you pronounce the words? (1) 


1. leonine 

LEE'-o-nTn' 

2. canine 

KAY'-nTn' 

3. feline 

FEE'-nn' 

4. porcine 

PAWR'-sIn' 

5. vulpine 

VUL'-pIn' 

6. ursine 

UR'-sIn' 

7. lupine 

LOD'-pin' 

8. equine 

EE'-kwIn' 

if. piscine 

PIS'-Tn' 

10. nostalgic 

nos-TAL'-jik 


Con you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. cacophonous 

ko-KOF-o-nos 

2. phonetics 

fo-NEr-iks 

3. phonetic 

fo-NET'-ik 

4. phonetician 

fO-no-TISH'-on 

5. carnivore 

KAHR'-no-vawi' 

6. herbivore 

HUR'-bo-vawr' 

7. herbivorous 

hur-BIV^-o.f-os 

8. omnivorous 

om-NIV'-or-os 

9. voracious 

vaw-RAY'-shos 

10. voracity 

vaw-RAS'-o-tce 

11. omnipotent 

oin-NIF«^tont 

12. impotent 

IM'-po-tant 

13. impotence 

IM'-po-tans 

14. omnipotence 

om-NIF-o-tons 



Con you pronounce the words? Cltl) 


1. omniscient ^ 

2. omniscience 

3. omnipresent 

4. omnipresence 

5. ubiquitous 

6. ubiquity 

7. ubiquitousness 

8. omnibus 


om-NISH'-ont 

om-NISH'-ons 

om'-no-PREZ'-ont 

om'-no-PREZ'-ons 

y<3D-BlK'-W3-tos 

y(5&-BIK'-W3-tee 

y<3t)-BlK'-wo-t3s-n3s 

OM'-na-bss 


Cor you pronounce the words? (IV) 


1. cornelian 

2. carnal 

3. carnality 

4. carnage 

5. reincarnation 

6. reincarnate (v.) 

7. incarnate (adL) 

8. incarnate (v.) 

9. surreptitious 
10, surreptitiousness 


Icahr-NEEL'.yon 

KAHR'-nal 

kahr-NAL'-o-tee 

KAHR'-naj 

ree'-in-kahr-NAY'-shan 

ree'-in-KAHR'-nayt 

in-KAHR'-not 

in-KAHR'-nayt 

sur'"dp-TISH'-os 

sur'-3p-TISH'-3S-n3S 


Con you work with the words? (1) 


1. leonine 

2. canine 

3. feline 

4. porcine 

5. vulpine 

6. ursine 

7. voracious 

8. omnipotent 

9. omnisdent 
10. surreptitious 


a. doglike 

b. greedy, devouring 

c. foxlike 

d. all-powerful 

e. stealthy, clandestine 

f. lionlike 

g. all-knowing 

h. bearlike 
L Catlike 

> J. piglike 


KEY I l"“f, 2— a, 3“- i, 4— j, 5— o, 6-4i, 7— b, 8— d, 9-‘jg, 10— c 
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Can you work with the words? (II) 

1. nostalgic 

2. cacophonous 

3. herbivorous 

4. omnivorous 

5. ubiquitous 

6. carnal 

7. incarnate 


a. harsh-sounding 

b. eating everything 

c. lewd, lecherous, lubricious 

d. found everywhere 
c. homesick 

f. grass-eating 

g. in the flesh 


KEY: 1-e, 2-a, 3-f, 4-b. 5-d, 6-c, 7-g 


Can you work with the words? (Hi) 

1. phonetics 

2. carnivore 
3- voracity 

4. omnipotence 

5. omniscience 

6. omnipresence 

7. omnibus 

8. carnelian 

9. carnality 

10. carnage 

11. surreptitiousness 

12. reincarnation 


a. universality 

b. a color 

c. infinite power 

d. furtiveness; stealth; sneaki- 
ness 

e. lechery, lasciviousness, lu- 
bricity 

f. infinite wisdom 

g. science of speech sounds 

h. slaughter 

i. a collection of all things 

j. greediness 

k. meat-eater 

l. a return to life in a new body 
or form 


KEY: 1-g, 2^k. 3-j. 4-<, 5-f, 6-a, 7~i, 8-b, 9-e, 10-h, 11-d, 
12 ^. 
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Can you work with the words? (lY) 

1. lupine 

2. equine 

3. piscine 

i. phonetician 

5. impotent 

5. ubiquity 

7. reincarnate (v.) 

8. incarnate (v.) 


a. iishlike 

b. powerless 

c. wolflike 

d. bring back into a new body 
or form 

e. occurrence, or existence, ev- 
erywhere 

f. horselike 

g. expert in speech sounds 

h. embody; make real;, put into 
bodily fonn 


KEY: 1-c, 2-f, 3-a, 4~g, 5-b, 6-c, 7-d, 8~h 


Do you understand the words? Ill 


1. A person of leonine appearance looks 

TRUE 

FALSE 

like a tiger. 



2. Canine habits refers to the habits of 

TRUE 

. FAl-SE 

dogs. 



3, Feline grace means catlike grace. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

4. Porcine appearance means wolflike 

TRUE 

FALSE 

appearance. 



5. Vulpine craftiness means foxlike 

TRUE 

FALSE 

craftiness. 



6. Ursine means bearlike. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

7. Nostalgic feelings refer to a longing for 

TRUE 

FALSE 

past experiences. 



8. Cacophonous music is pleasant and 

TRUE 

FALSE 

sweet. 



9. An elephant is a carnivore. 

TRUE 

FALSE 

10. Deer are /terb/voro(i5. 

TRUE 

FALSE 


KEY: 1-F, 2-T, 3^T. 4-F, 5-T, 6-T. 7-T, 8-F, 9-^F, lO-T 
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Do you understand the words? (11) 


1. An omnivorous reader does very little 
reading. 

TRUE 

F.\LS1 

2. A voracious eater is gluttonous. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

3. True omnipotence is unattainable by 
human beings. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

4. No one is omniscient. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

5. Fear of economic ruin was piactically 
omnipresent in tlie early 
nineteen-thirties. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

6. When an airpla ie lands for refueling, 
the uhiquitov^ little red gasoline wagon 
comes rolling up. 

TRUE 

FAX SI 

7. An author’s on nibus contains all his 
published waitings. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

8. Carnelian is a deep blue color. 

TRUE 

FALSi 

9. Carnalitv is nu’ch respected in a 
puritanical soci*Hy. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

10. There is considerable carnage in war. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

1 1. A surreptitious glance is meant to be 
conspicuous. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

12, A person who is evil incarnate is a 
vicious character. 

TRUE 

FALSI 

KEY: 1-F, 2~T, 3-T, 4-T, 5-T, 6-T. 7-T, 
11-F, 12-T 

8-F, 9-F, 

lO-X 


Con you recall the words? 


I— adverbs 

1-2. secretly (two forms) 1. C. 

2. S- 

io a harsh and noisy manner 3. CL 
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. in a homesick manner 
. in a greedy, devouring manner 


4. N. 

5. V-. 


LEY: l-clandestinely, 2~surreptitiously, S-cacophonously, 4-nos- 
talglcaliy, S-voraciously 


— nouns 

1. greediness 1. V. 

2. unlimited power 2 . O. 

3. infinite knowledge 3. O. 

4. a gathering of all things 4. O. 

5. lechery; indulgence in fleshly 5. C 

pleasures 

6. slaughter 6. C 

7. stealthiness; secretiveness 7. S- 

8. hat'-^h sound 8. C 

9. science of speech sounds 9. P- 

0, a return to life in new form 10. R 


CEY: 1- veracity, 2-omnipotencc, 3-oinniscicncc, 4-omnibus, 
5-car aliiv, h ^crirnage, 7-surreplitiousness, 8-cacophony, 
9-phonetics, j 0-reincarnation 


11 — odjectives 


1. lionhke 1. Lu. 

2. doglike 2. C 

3. catlike 3. F- 

4 cowlike 4. B.. 

5. foxlike 5. V. 

6 bearlikf- 6. U. 

7. homesick 7. N. 

S. grating in sound 8. C. 

9. meal-eating 9, C 

10. grass eatipg 10. H. 
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1 1 . all-eating; indiscriminate 

12. devouring; greedy 

13. in the flesh 


11. O— 

12. V_ 

13. L 


KEY: 1 -leonine, 2-can:ne, 3-felinc, 4~bovine, 5-vulpine, 6-ur- 
sine, 7~nostalgic, 8~cacophonous, 9-carnivorous, lO-her- 
bivorous, 1 1 -omnivorous, 1 2-voracious, 13-incarnate 


iV. more adjectives 


1. all-powerful 1. O 

2. all-knowing 2 O 

3. present or existing everywhere 3. O 

4. found everywhere 4. U 

5. lewd, lascivious, lecherous 5. C 

6. secret 6. C 


KEY: t -omnipotent, 2-omniscicnt. i -omnipresent, 4-ubiqui- 
tous, 5-carrial, 6-c!andcstinc 


V. final mop-up 

1. wolflike 

1. 

I^- 

2. horselike 

2, 

ll 

3. fishlike 

3. 


4. referring to speech sounds 

5. expert in speech sounds 

6. powerless 

4. 

P— - 

5. 

P 

6. 

I 

7-8. existejice eve where 

7. 

U 

or 

u 


8, 

o 

9. to bring back into another 

^ 9. 

K 

body or form 
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10. to embody, make real, or put 10. L 

into bodily form 


KEY: 1 -lupine, 2-equine, 3-piscine,' 4-phonetic, 5-phonetician, 
6-impoient, 7-ubiquity or ubiquitousness, S-omni- 
presence, 9-reincarnate, 10-incarnalc 


:hapter review 


.. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Utter want: 

(a) afliuonce, (b) opulence, (c) penury 
1. Experienced secondhand: 

(a) ephemeral, (b) vicarious, (c) evanescent 

3. Inoffensive circumUxjution: 

(a) badinage, (b) persiflage, (c) euphemism 

4. Homesick: 

(a) nostalgic, (b) bromide, (c) clandestine 

5. Meat-eating: 

(a) herbivorous, (b) voracious, (c ) carnivorous 

6. Stingy: 

(a) indigent, (b) pariimoiiiuus, (c) opulent 

7. Extreme flnanciai need: 

(a) destitution, (b) aflluence, (c> parsim^my 
5 Great and increasing weallli: 

(a) penuriousness, (b) affluence, (c) omnipresence 
Remaining for a short time: 

(a) euphemistic, (b) evanescent, (c) eulogisPc 
Sweet-sounding: 

(a) euphonious, (b) cacophonous, (c) euphoric 
. Praise glowingly: 

(a) evanesce, (b) eulogize, (c) reincarnate 
Sense of physical well-being: 

(a) euthanasia, (b) euphoria, (c) persiflage 


43 





13. Hackneyed expression: 

(a) anodyne, (b) badinage, (c) c1ich6 

14. catlike: 

(a) leonine, (b) feline, (c) canine 

15. Bearlike: 

(a) vulpine, (b) ursine, (c) porcine 

16. All-knowing: 

(a) omnipotent, (b) omniscient, (c) omnipresent 
17- Found everywhere: 

(a) ubiquitous, (b) omnivorous, (c) omnibus 

18. Destruction: 

(a) carnage, (b) carnality, (c) reincarnation 

19. Stealthy: 

(a) voracious, (b) surreptitious, (c) incarnate 


KEY: 1-c, 2-b, 3-c. 4-a, 5-c, 6-b, 7-a, 8-b, 9-b, lO-a, ll-b, 
12-b, 13-c, 14-b, 15-b, 16~b, 17-a, 18^, 19-b 


B. Can you recognize roots? 


ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 

1. penuria penury 

2. fluo affluent 

3. opulentus wealthy 

4. ephemera ephemeral 

5. vanesco evanescent 

6. pheme euphemism 

7. phone phonetics 

8. logos eulogy 

9. thanatos eurhanasia 

10. platys platitude, platypus 

11. odyne anodyne 

12. leo leonine 

13. fells — feline 

14. porous porcine 

15. cants - canine 

16. vulpus - --- vulpine 
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17. lupus . 

lupine 

18. equus 

equine 

19. piscis 

piscine 

20. nostos 

nostalgia 

21. algos 

nostalgic 

22. kakos 

cacophonous 

23. xyion 

xylophone 

24. carnis 

carnivorous 

25. voro 

omnivorous 

26. herba 

herbivorous 

27. omnis 

omnipotent 

28. potens, potentis 

impotent 

29. sciens 

omniscience 

30. ubique 

ubiquitous 

31. vale! 

carnival 

32. clam 

clandestine 




KEY: 1-want, neediness, 2-to flow, 3-wealthy, 4-dayfly, 5-to 
vanish, 6-voice, 7-sound, 8-word, speech, 9-death» 
10-flat, broad, 11-pain, 124ion, 13-cat, 14-pig, 15-dog, 
16-fox, 17-wolf, 18-horse, 1^-fish, 20-a return, 21-pain, 
22-bad, harsh, ugly, 23-wood, 24-flesh, 2S-to devour, 
26-herb, 27-all, 28-powerful, 29-knowing, 30-evcry- 
where, 31-farewelll, 32-secretly 


I TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AAAATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1. American poet William Cullen Bryant wrote a poem in 1811 
i called Thanatopsis. You are famHiar with both roots In the word. 
|Can you figure out the meaning? 


2. If you wanted to coin a word for the study or science of 
Ideath and dying, what would yod come up , with? 

3. Pheme, as^you know from euphemism, means voice. This 
|root derives from a Greek verb pharuu, to speak, which, as it trav- 
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eled through Latin, Old French, and Middle Eoglish, finally tool 
on the spelling phet^, phec*, or phes^. And you recall that thi 
Greek prefix pro- means beforehand or ahead (as in prognosis 
prologue, etc.). you now combine elements to form a won 
meaning: 

(a) to say beforehand; to foretell (an occurrence befon 

it actually happens)? 

(b) the foretelling of such an occurrence? 


(c) the person who foretells? 

4. Can you combine a Latin prefix and root to form words o 
the same meaning? 

(a) to foretell: 

(b) the act of foretelling: 

5. An eminent psychoanalyst, Richard Karpe of Connecticut 

has coined the term nostopathy (nos-TOP-o-Aee) for an emo 
tional disorder he diagnosed among a number of his patients wh( 
were returning veterans of World War n and of the Korean ant 
Vietnam wars. You know both roots in the word. Can you figun 
out the meaning? 


6. (^in a word that means: 

(a) the killing of foxes: 

(b) the killing of wolves; 

(c) the killing of lions, tigers, and other cats: — ^ 

(d) the killing of bears: 

7. Figure out an adjective that means: 

(a) fish-eating: 

(b) insect-eating: . 

8. Have you ever wondered whether the Canary Islands v 

named after the Latin root amis, dogf? Th^ were. Large, 
dogs inhabited the area. Pretty son^irds also abounded th 
What were these birds called? 

9. A new veib was coined some years ago, based on the L 
root poiens, potenUs, meaning (of a drug) to make more effec 



or powerful; to augment the effect of another drug. Can you ligufe 
out what this verb would be? - 

(Answers in Chapter 18) 


SeniNG USED TO NEW WORDS 

Reference has been made, in previous chapters, to the intimate 
relationship between reading and vocabulary building. Good books 
ind the better magazines will not only acquaint you with a host of 
new ideas (and, therefore, new words, since every word is the 
verbalization of an idea), but also will help you gain a more com- 
plete and a richer understanding of the hundreds of words you are 
learning through your work in this book. If you have been doing a 
sufficient amount of stimulating reading — and that means, at mini- 
mum, several magazines a week and at least three books of non- 
Ketion a month — ^you have been meeting, constantly, over and 
over again, the new words you have been learning in these pages. 
Every such encounter is like seeing an okl friend in a new place. 
You know how much better you understand your friends when 
you have a chance to see them react to new situations; similarly, 
you will gain a much deeper understanding of the friends you 
have been making among words as you see them in different con- 
texts and in different places. 

My recommendations in the past have been of non-fiction titles, 
but novels too are a rich source of additions to your vocabu- 
lary — provided you stay alert to the new words you will inevitably 
meet in reading novels. 

The natural temptation, when you encounter a brand-new word 
in a novel, is to ignore it — the lines of the plot are perfectly dear 
even if many of the authoz^s words are not. 

I want to counsel strongly that you resist the temptation to ig- 
lore the unfamiliar words you may meet in your novd reading: 
esist it with every ounce of your energy, for only by such resist- 

ice can you keep building your vocabulary as you read. 

What should you do? Don't rush to a dictionary, don't bother 
inderlining the word, don’t keep long lists of words that you will 
.,.^..*.... 11 .. — »^«wities arc likely to become 
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painful and you will not continue them tot any great length of 
time. 

Instead, do something quite simple — and very effective. 

When you meet a new word, underline it with a mental pencil. 
That is, pause for a second and attempt to figure out its meaning 
from its use in the sentence or from its etymological root or prefix, 
if it contains one you have studied. Make a mental note of it, say 
it aloud once or twice — and then go on reading. 

That’s all there is to it. What you are doing, of course, is 
developing the same type of mind-set toward the new word that 
you have developed toward the words you have studied in this 
book. And the results, of course, will be the same — ^you will begin 
to notice the word occurring again and again in other reading you 
do, and finally, having seen it in a number of varying contexts, 
you will begin to get enough of its connotation and flavor to come 
to a fairly accurate understanding of its meaning. In this way you 
will be developing alertness not only to the words you have stud- 
ied in this book, but to all expressive and meaningful words. And 
your vocabulary will keep growing. 

But of course that will happen only if you keep reading, 

I do not wish to recommend any particular novels or novelists, 
since the type of fiction one enjoys is a very personal matter. You 
doubtless knew the kind of story you like — mysteiy, science 
Action, spy, adventure, historical, political, romantic. Western, bi- 
ographical, one or all of the above. Or you may be entranced by 
novels of ideas, of sexual prowess, of fantasy, of life in different 
segments of society from your own. No matter. Find the kind of 
novel or novelist you enjoy by browsing in the public library or 
among the thousands of titles in bookstores that have a rich as- 
sortment of paperbacks as well as hardbacks. 

And then read! And keep on the alert for new words! You will 
And them by the hundreds and thousands. Bear in mind: people 
with rich vocabularies have been reading omnivorously, vora 
ciously, since childhood — ^including the ingredients listed in sm’ill 
print on bread wrappers and cereal boxes. 


(End of Session 41) 



-Brief Intermission Eight- 


HOW TO SPELL A WORD 


The spelliiig of English words is ardiaic» it*s confusing, if s need- 
lessly complicated, and, if you have a sense of humor, it's down- 
right comical. In fact, any insulting epithet you might wish to level 
against our weird methods of putting letters together to form 
words would probably be justified--but if s our spelling, and we're 
stuck .with it 

How completdy stuck we are is illustrated by a somewhat ludi- 
crous event that goes back to 1906, and that cost philanthropist 
Andrew Cam^e $75,000. 

Working under a five-year grant of funds from Cam^e, and 
headed by the esteemed scholar Brander Matthews, the Simplified 
Spelling Board published in that year a number of reconv- 
mendations for bringing some small semblance of order out of the 
great chaos of Engiirii spelling. Thdr suggestions affected a mere 
three hundred words out of the half million then in the language. 
Here ate a few examples, to give you a general idea: 

SPELLING THEN CURRENT SIMPLIFIED SPELLING 

mediaeval medieval 

doubt dout 

debtor dettor 

head bed 

though tho 
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through 

thru 

laugh 

laf 

tough 

tuf 

knife 

nife 

theatre 

theater 

centre • 

center 

phantom 

fantom 


These revisions seemed eminently sensible to no less a per- 
sonage than the then President of the United States, Theodore 
Roosevelt. So delighted was he with the new garb in which these 
three hundred words could be clothed that he immediately or- 
dered that all government documents be printed in simplified 
spelling. And the result? Such a howl went up from the good citi- 
zens of the republic, from the nation's editors and schoolteachers 
and businessmen, that the issue was finally debated in the halls of 
Congress. Almost to a man, senators and representatives stood 
opposed to the plan. Teddy Roosevelt, as you have doubtless 
heard, was a stubborn fellow — but when Congress threatened to 
hold up the White House stationery appropriation unless the Pres- 
ident backed down, Teddy rescinded the order. Roosevelt ran for 
re-election some time later, and lost. That his attitude toward 
spelling contributed to his defeat is of course highly doubtful — 
nevertheless an opposition New York newspaper, the day the re- 
turns were in, maliciously commented on the outgoing incumbent 
in a one-word simplified-spelling editorial; “THRU!” 

Roosevelt was not the first President to be justifiably outiaged 
by our ridiculous orthography. Over a hundred years ago, when 
Andrew Jackson was twitM on his poor spelling, he is supposed 
to have made this characteristic reply, “Well, sir, it is a damned 
poor mind that cannot think of more than one way to spell a 
wordl” And according to one apociyphal version, it was Jackson's 
odd spelling that gave birth to the expression “okay.“ Jackson 
thought, so^ goes the story, that “all correct” was spelled “or! koi 
rect,” and he used O.K. as the abbreviation for these words when 
be approved state papers. • 

Many years ago, the British playwright George Bernard Shaw 
offered a dramatic proposal for reducing England's taxes. Just 
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eliminate mmecessafy letters fironi our nnwiddy spc^g. he said, 
and you’ll save enough money in paper and printing to cdt every- 
one’s tax rate in half. Maybe it would work, but it’s never been 
put to the test — and the way diings look now, it never will be. 
Current practice more and more holds spelling exactly where it is, 
bad thou^ it may be. It is a scientific law of language diat if 
enough people make a ’’mistake,” the ”mistake” becomes accepta- 
ble usage. That law applies to pronunciation, to grammar, to word 
meanings, but not to spelling. Maybe it’s because of our misbe- 
gotten faith in, and worship of, the printed word — maybe it’s be- 
cause written language tends to be static, while spcficen language 
constantly changes. Whatever the cause, spelling today success- 
fully resists every logical effort at reform. ’’English spelling,” said 
Thorstein Veblen, ’’satisfies all the requirements of ^ canons of 
reputability under the law of conspicuous waste. It is ardiaic, 
cumbrous, and ineffective.” Perfectly true. Notwithstanding, it’s 
here to stay. 

Your most erudite friend doubtless misspells the name of the 
Hawaiian guitar. 1 asked half a dozen members of the English de- 
partment of a large college to spell the word — without mcception $ 
they responded with ukelele. Yet the only accepted form is 
ukulele. 

Judging from my experience with my classes at Rio Hondo Col- 
lege, half the population of the country must think the word is 
spelled alright Seventy-five per cent of the members of my dasses 
can’t spell embarrassing or coolly. People will go on misspelling 
these four words, but the author!^ spellings will remain impervi- 
ous to change. 

Well, you know the one about Mohammed and the mountain. 
Though it’s true that we have modernized spelling to a micro- 
scopic extent in the last eij^ty years {traveler, center, theater, mo- 
dieval, labor, and honor, for example, have pretty much replaced 
traveller, centre, theatre, mediaeval, labour, and honour), still the 
resistance to change has not observably weakenejd. If spellings 
won’t change, as it probably won’t, those of us who oonsid<v our- 
selves poor spellers will have to. We’ll just have to gjUnp and go 
to the mountain. 

Is it hard to become a good speller? I have demonstrated over 
and over again in n^ classes that anyone of normal intelligence 
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and average educatkma} background can becojne a good speller in 
very little dme. 

What makes the ta^ so easy? 

First — investigations have proved that 95 per cent of the 
spelling errors that educated people make occur in just one hun- 
dred words. Not only do we all misspell the same words — but we 
misspeU them in about the same way. 

Scmnd — correct spelling relies exclusively on memory, and the 
most effective way to train memory is by means of association or, 
to use the technical term, mnemonics. 

If you fancy yourself an imperfect or even a terrible speller, the 
chances are very great that you*ve developed a complex solely be- 
cause you misspdl some or all of the hundred words with which 
this Intermission deals. Whra you have conquered this single list, 
and I shall immediately proceed to demonstrate how easy it Is, by 
means of mnemonics, to do so, 95 per cent of your filing 
diflkulties win in all likelihood vanish. 

Let us start with twenty-five words from the list In the first col- 
mnh you will find the correct spdling of eadi, and in the second 
column ttie simple mnemonic that will forevermore fix that correct 
spelling hi your memory. 


CORRBCT SPELUm 

1. all right 


2. coolly 

3. supersede 


4 . succeed 

5. proceed 

6. exceed 


MNEMONIC 

Two words^ no matter what it means. 
Keep in mind that it’s the opposite of 
cHl wrong. 

Of course you can speU cool — simply 
add the adverbial aiding -ly. 

This Is .the only word in the language 
ending in -sede (the only one, mind 
you — there isn’t a single other one so 
spelled). 

The only three words in the entire 
language ending In -ceed. When you 
think of the three words in the order 
givm here, the initial letters form the 
be^nning of SPEED. 
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7. cede, precede, 
recede, etc* 

8. procedure 


9. stationeiy 

10. stationary 

11. recommend 

12. separate 

13. comparative 

14. ecstasy 

15. analyze 

16. paralyze 

17. repetition 

18. irritable 

19. inimitable 

20. absence 


21. superintendent 

22. conscience 

23. anoint 

24. ridiculous 

25. despair 


All other words with a similar-sound* 
ing final syllalde end in -cede. 

One ci the double e^s of proceed 
moves to the end in the noun form, 
procedure. 

This is the word that mean^ paper, 
and notice the -er in paper. 

In this spelling, the words means 
standing, and notice the -a in stand. 
Commend, which we all spell 
correctly, plus the prefix re-. 

Look for a rat in both words. 

to sy (sigh) with ecstasy 
Ihe only two non-technical words in 
the whole language ending in -yze. 
First four letters identical with those 
in the allied form repeat. 

Think of allied forms irritate and 
imitate. 

Think of tlie allied form absent, and 
you will not be tempted to misspell 
it abscence. 

The superintendent in an apartment 
house collects the rent — ^thus you 
avoid superiniendant. 

Science plus prefix con-. 

Think of an ointment, hence no 
double n. 

Think of the allied form ridicule, 
which we usually spell correctly, thus 
avoiding rediculous. 

Again, think of another form — 
derperate — and so avoid d/rpair. 


Whether or not you have much faith in your spelling ability, 
you will need very little time to conquer the preceding twenty-five 
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demons. Spend a few minutes, now, on each of those words in the 
list that you're doubtful of, and then test your success by means of 
the exercise below. Perhaps to your astonishment, you will find it 
easy to make a high score. 


A test of your learning 


Instructions: After studying the preceding list of words, fill in 


the missing letters correctly. 


1. a 

-right 

2. coo 

— y 

3. super — 

— 

4. suc-_ 

...... 

5. pro 

.... 

6. ex 

_ 

7. pre 

... 

8. procL. . 

dure 

9. statio 

ry (paper) 

10. statioi . 

ry (still) 

11. sep. 

rate 

12. compar. 

tive 

13. re 

.JO end 


14. ecsta 

15. anal e 

16. paral t 

17. rep tition 

18. irrit ^ble 

19. inimit ble 

20. ah ence 

21. superintend mt 


22. con 

nr<a> 

23. a 

oint 

24. r 

diciilous 

25. d 

— spair 


Mere repetitious drill is of no value in learning to spell a word 
correctly. You’ve probably heard the one about the youngster who 
was kept after school because he was in the habit of using the 
ungrammatical expression *1 have went” Miss X was going to 
cure her pupil, even if it required drastic measures. So she ordered 
him to write “I have gone” one thousand times. “Just leave your 
work on my desk before you go home,” she said, “and I'll find it 
when I come in tomorrow morning.” Well, there were twenty 
pages of neat script on her desk next morning, one thousand lines 
of “I have gone’s,” and on the last sheet was a note from the 
child. “Dear Teacher,” it read, “I have done the work and I have 
went home.” If this didn’t actually happen, it logically could have, 
for iu any drill, if the mind is not actively engaged, no learning 
will result. If you drive a car, or sew, or do any familiar and repe- 
titious manual work, you know how your hands can carry on an 
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accustomed task while your mind is far away. And if you hope to 
learn to spell by filling pages with a word» stop wasting your time. 
All you'll get for your trouble is writer’s cramp. 

The only way to learn to spell those words that now plague you 
is to devise a mnemonic for each one. 

If you are never quite sure whether it’s indispensible or indis^ 
pensable, you can spell it out one hundred, one thousand, or one 
million limes — and the next lime you have occasion to write it in 
a sentence, you’ll still wonder whether to end it with -ible or -oble. 
But if you say to yourself just once that able people are generally 
indispensiible, that thought will come to you whenever you need 
to spell the word; in a few seconds you’ve conquered another 
spelling demon. By engineering your own mnemonic through a 
study of the architecture of a troublesome word, you will become 
so quickly and completely involved with the correct spelling of 
that word that it will be impossible for you ever to be stumped 
again. 

Let us start at once. Below' you will find another twenty-five 
words from the list of one hundred demons, each offered to you in 
both the correct form and in the popular misspelling. Go through 
the lest quickly, checking off what you consider a proper choice in 
each case. In that way you will discover which of the twenty-five 
you would be likely le get caught on. Then devise a personal 
mnemonic for^each word you fiunked, writing your ingenious re- 
sult out in the n^argin of the page. And don’t be alarmed if some 
of your mnemfljnics turn out kind of silly — the sillier they are 
the more likely you are to recall them in an emergency. One of my 
pupils, who could not remember how many I's to put into tran-- 
qiiillity (or is it tranquility?) ^ shifted his mind into high gear and 
came up with this: the old days life was more tranquil than 

today, and people wrote with quills instead of fountain pens. 
Hence — tranquillity^ Another pupil, a girl who always chewed 
her nails over irresistible before she could decide whether to end 
it with -/h/e or -able, suddenly realized that a certain brand of 
lipstick was called irresistible, the point being of course that the 
only vowel in lipstick is / — Whence, -iblel Silly, aren't they? But 
they work. Go ahead to the test now; and see how clever — or 
silly — you can be. 
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SPaUNG TEST 


1. a. supprise . 

b. surprise 

•2. a. inoculate oujkt 

b. innoculate 

3. a. definitely 

b. definately 

4. a. priviledge 

b. privilege 

5. a. Incidently 

b. Incidentally 

^6. a. predictible 

b. predictable 

7. a. dissipate 

b. disippate 

8. a. descriminate 

b. discriminate 

9. a. description 

b. discription 

10. a. baloon 

b. balloon 

«11. a. occurence 

b. occurrence 

•12. a. truely 

b. truly 

*13. a. arguement 

b. argument 

14. a. assistant 

b. asisstant 

IS. a. grammer 

b. grammar 

16. a. parallel 

b. paralell 

17. a. drunkeness 

b. drunkenness 

18. a. suddeness 

b. suddenness 

/ 19. a. embarassment 

b. embarrassment 

'20. a. weird 

b. wierd 

-21. a. proDounciation 

b. pronunciation 

22. a. noticeable 

b. noticable 

23. a. developement 

b. development 

24. a. vicious 

b. viscious 

25. a. insistent 

b. insistent 


KEYi 2r^f 3~fl, 4— b, 5— bj 6— b» 7— ft, 8*b, 10-4>, 11— b, 

12-b, 13-b, 14-a, 15-b, 16^ 17-b, 18-b, 19-b, 20-a, 
21— b, 22— ft, 23— b, 24— ft, 25*^ 


By now you're well on the my toward developing a definite su- 
periority complex about your speUing— which isn't a half-bad 
tiling, for Tve learned, working with my students, that many peo- 
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pie think they're awful speUers» and have completely lost faith in 
their ability, solely because they get befuddled over no more than 
two dozen or so common words that they use over and over again 
and always misspell. Every other word they spell perfectly, but 
they still think they’re prize boobs in spelling until their self- 
confidence is restored. So if you’re beginning to gain more assur- 
ance, you’re on the right track. The conquest of the one hundred 
common words most frequently misspelled is not going to assure 
you that you will always come out top man in a spelling bee, but 
it’s certain to clean up your writing and bolster your ego. 

So far you have worked with hfty of the one hundred spelling 
demons. Here, now, is the remainder of the list. Test yourself, or 
have someone who can keep a secret test you, and discover which 
ones are your Waterloo. Study each one you miss as if it were a 
problem in engineering. Observe how- it’s put together and devise 
whatever association pattern will fix the correct form in your 
mind. 

Happy spelling! 


SPELLING DEMONS 

These fifty words complete the list of one hundred words that 
most frequently stump the inexpert spellers: 


1. embarrassing 

14. 


2. judgment 

15. 

perseverance 

3. indispensable 

16. 

until (but till) 

4. disappear 

17. 

tyrannize Ua 

5. disappoint 

18. 

vacillate 

6. corroborate 

19. 

oscillate 

7. sacrilegious 

20. 

accommodate 

8. tranquillity 

2K 

dilettante 

9. exhilaration 

22. 

changeable 

10. newsstand 

23. 

accessible 

11. license 

24. 

forty 

12. irresistible 

25. 

desirable 

13. persistent 

26. 

panicky 
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27. seize 

28. leisure 

29. receive 

30. acliieve 

31. holiday 

32. existence 

33. pursue 

34. pastime 

35. possesses 

36. professor 

37. category 

38. rhythmical 


39. vacuum 

40. benefited 

41. committee 

42. grievous 

43. conscious 

44. plebeian 

45. tariff 

46. sheriff 

47. connoisseur 

48. necessary 

49. sergeant 

50. misspelling 
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15 


HOW TO TALK 
ABOUT WHAT GOES ON 

{Sessions 42-44 ) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

Whqt verb, ending in -afe, meansz 
e to exhaust? 

• to scold severely? 
e to deny oneself? 

• to repeat the main points? 

• to be a victim of mental or intellectual stagnation? 

• to pretend? 

• to hint? 

• to make {something) easier to bear? 
m to show sympathy? 

• to waver indecisively? 
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SESSION 42 


WORDS are symbols of ideas — and we have been learning, 
discussing, and working with words as they revolve around certain 
basic concepts. 

Starting with an idea (personality types, doctors, occupations, 
science, lying, actions, speech, insults, compliments, etc.}, we 
have explored the meanings and uses of ten basic words; then, 
working from each word, we have wandered of! toward any ideas 
and additional words that a basic word might suggest, or toward 
any other words built on the same Latin or Greek roots. 

By this natural and logical method, you have been able to make 
meaningful and lasting contact with fifty to a hundred or more 
words in each chapter. And you have discovered, I think, that 
while five isolated words may be difficult to learn in one day, fifty 
to a hundred or more related words are easy to learn in a few ses- 
sions. 

In this session we learn words that tell whafs going on, what*s 
happening, what people do to each other or to themselves, or 
what others do to them. 


IDEAS 


1 . complete exhaustion 

You have stayed up all ni^t. And what were you doing? Play- 
ing poker, a very pleasant way of whiling away time? No. Engag- 
ing in some creative activity, like writing a short stoiy, planning a 
political campaign, discussing fascinating questions with friends? 
No: 

The examples I have offered are exciting or stimulating — as 
psychologists have discovered, it is not work or effort that causes 
fatigue, but boredom, frustration, or a similar feeling. 
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You have stayed up all night with a very sick husband, wife, 
liild, or dear friend. And despite all your ministrations, the pa- 
ent is sinking. You can see how this long vigil contains ail the el- 
ments of frustration that contribute to mental, physical, and 
ervous fatigue. 

And so you are bushed — ^but completely bushed. Your exhaus- 
on is mental, it is physiological, it is emotional. 

What verb expresses the effect of the night's frustrations on 
ou? 


to enervate 


. tongue-lashing 

You suddenly see the flashing red light as you glance in your 
ear-view mirror. lt*s the middle of the night, yet the police flasher 
s clear as day — and then you hear the low growl of the siren. So 
ou pull over, knowing you were speeding along at 70 on the S5- 
nile-an-hour-limit freeway — after all, there was not another car in 
ight on the deserted stretch of road you were traveling. 

The cop is pleasant, courteous, smiling; merely asks for your 
Iriver's license and registration; even says “Please.” 

Feeling guilty and stupid, you become irritated. So what do you 
lo? 

You lash out at the officer with all the verbal vituperation 
veiling up in you from your self-anger. You scold him harshly for 
lot spending his time looking for violent criminals instead of har- 
issing innocent motorists; you call into question his honesty, his 
mbition, his fairness, even his ancestry. To no avail, of course-i- 
ou stare at the traffic ticket morosely as the police cruiser pulls 
iway. 

What verb describes how you reacted? 

to castigate 


1. altruistic 

Phyllis is selfless and self-sacrificing. Her husband's needs and 
Icsires come first — even when they conflict with her own. Clothes 
or her two daughters are her main concern — even if she has to 
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wear a seven-^year-old coat and outmoded dresses so that Pai 
and Evelyn can look smart and trim. At the dinner table^ s 
heaps everyone’s plate — awhile she herself often goes witho 
Phyllis will deny herself, will scrimp and save — alt to the end tl 
she may offer her husband and children the luxuries that her h 
self-esteem does not permit her to give herself. 

What verb expresses what Phyllis does? 

sethabne(!i 


4. repetition 

You have delivered a long, complicated lecture to your cUi 
and now, to make sure that they will remember rhe irnpoif, 
points, you restate the key ideas, the main thoughts. You oft^j . 
short, a kind of brief summary, step by step, omitting all extrai 
ous details. 

What verb best describes what you do? 

to rccapUul 


5. no foie de vivre 

Peiftaps you wake up some gloomy Monday morning (why ji 
dutt Monday is always the worst day of the week?) and begin 
think of the waste of the last five years. Intellectually, there I 
been no progress — you’ve read scarcely half a dozen boo 
hsven’t made one new, exciting friend, haven’t had a startling 
misual thought. Economically, things arc no better — same < 
debts to meet, same old hundred dollars in the bank, same \ 
Job, same old routine of the eight-to-five workdays, the tuna fi 
or diteken salad sandwich for lunch, the same dreary ride hon 
What a lifel No change, nothing but routine, sameness, monoto 
—and for what? (By now you’d better get up— this type of thii 
idgjiever leads anywhere, as you’ve long since learned.) 

What verb describes how you think you live? 


to vegeti 
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pretenso 

our neighbor, Mrs Brown, pops in without invitation to tell 
of her latest troubles with (a) her therapist, ^b) her 
dresser, (c) her husband, (d) her children, and/ or (t) her 
ecologist 

ince Florence Brown is dull to the point of enni i and .mvway 
have a desk piled high with work you were pJanninj? to light 
I, you find it diihcuh to concentrate on whai she is saying 
^ever, you do not wish to offend her by sending liei pa< king, 
2ven by appeanng to be uninterested, so you pretf nd rapt ai- 
tion, nodding wisely at what you hope 'ire the right places 
Vhat verb describes this feigning of mtertst'> 

to simulate 


ilight hint, no more 

''ou are an author and are discussing with your editor the pos- 
e avenues of publicity and advertising tor your new book At 
point in the conversation the editor makes several statements 
ch might — or might not— be constiued to mean ihct the com- 
ly IS going to promote the book heavily For example, “If we 
some real money behind this, we might sell a few c 'piCo,” or 
wonder if it would be a good idea to gel you on a few talk 
ws “ No unequivocal commitments, no cle ir cut promises, 
y the slight and oblique mention of possibilities 
Vhat verb expi esses what the editor is doing^ 

to intimate 


'icipful 

Aspirin doesn’t cuie anv diseases Yet this popular and incv 
is ve diug IS aniversally used to lighten and relieve sanous un 
isant syniptoms of disease aches and pains, fever inflammi- 
is, etc 

A hit Verb expresses the action of aspirin'^ 

lo aHcvi h 
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9 . when the bell tolls 


John Donne's lines (made famous by Ernest Hemingway): 

No man is an Hand, intire of it selfe; every man is a peea 
of Urn Continent, a part of the maine; if a Clod bee washec 
away by the Sea, Europe is the lesse, as well as if a Promon 
tone were, as well as if a Manner o1 thy friends or of thin* 
owne were; any mans death diminishes me, because / am in 
volved in Mankinde; And therefore never send to know fo 
whom the bell tolls; It tolls for thee. 

are truer than you may think; any person who views anochi 
pain with complete detachment or indifference is siiutting off 
poitant feelings. 

When people have suffered a bereavement (as through dent 
vdien they have been wounded by life or by friends; then is 
dme they most need to feel that they are not alone, that you sh 
their misery with them even if you cannot directly alleviate tl 
sorrow. Your sympathy and compassion are, of course, allevlat 
enough. 

What verb signifies this vicarious sharing of sorrow with soi 
one who directly suffers? 

to commisa 

10. when two men propose 

%ouid you marry John or George? (You’re strongly 
equally attracted to both.) John is handsome, virile, teiu 
George is stable, reliable, dependable, always there when 
need him. George loves you deeply; John is more exciting. 
decide on John, naturally. 

But wait — ^marrying John would mean giving up George, 
with George you always know where you stand; he’s like the K 
of Gibraltar (and sometimes almost as dull). So you change y 
mind — it’s George, on more mature reflection 
• But how happy can you be with a husband who is not cxciti 
Maybe John would be best after all. . . . 



The pendulum swings back and forth — ^you cannot make up 
our mind and stick to it. (You fail to realize that your indecision 
roves that you don’t want to marry either one, or peihaps dont 
’ant to give either one up, or possibly don’t even want to get mar- 
ed.) First it’s John, then it’s George, then back to John, then 
leorge again. Which is it, which is it? 

What verb describes your pendulum-like indecision? 

to vacillate 


THE WORDS 


n you pronounce the words? 


enervate 

EN'-ar-vayf 

castigate 

KAS'-ta-gayt' 

self^bnegate 

self-AB'-na-gayt' 

recapitulate 

ree'-ka-PICH'-o-lay 

vegetate 

VEJ'-o-tayt' 

simulate 

SIM'-ya-layf 

intimate 

IN'-to-mayt' 

alleviate 

o-LEE'-vee-ayt' 

commiserate 

ko-MIZ'-a-rayt 

vacillate 

VAS'-a-layt 

you work with the words? 

enervate 

a. deny oneself 

castigate 

b. stagnate 

self-abnegate 

c. suggest; hint 

recapitulate 

d. sympathize 

vegetate 

e. waver 

simulate 

f. exhaust 

intimate 

g lessen; light 
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9 commiserate i. pretend 

10. vacillate j. censure; scold; slash at ve 

bally 

KEY: 1-f, 2-3, 3 a, 4-h, 6-i, 7 c, 8-g, 9-d, lO^ 


Do you understand the words^ (•! 

1. Should >ou feel enervated after a good yes 

night’s sleep? 

2. Do motorists who have been caught yes 

speeding sometimes start caMi^atmg the 

trafiRc officer? 

3. Do people who are coniplctelv yfs 

self-abnegating say *‘Nol” to their 

needs and desires? 

4. When you recapitulate, do you cover yes 

new material? 

5. Do people possessed of joie de vivre yes ^ 

usually feel that they are vegetating^ 

6. When you simulate alertness, do you yes ^ 

purposely act somnolent? 

7. When you intimate, do you make a yes > 

direct statement? 

8. Does aspirin often have an alleviating yes h 

effect on pain? 

9. Do we naturally com/nuerute with YES ^ 

people who have suffered a 

bereavement? 

10« Do decisive people often vnc/7/nfe? yes ^ 

KEY: 1-no, 2-ycs, 3-^cs, 4-no, 5-no, 6-hd, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-yc 
10-no 
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Do you understand the words? (11) 


I . enervated — exhilarated 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

2. castigate — praise 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

3. self-ahnegaie — deny oneself 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

4. recapitulate — summarize 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

5 vegetate — stagnate 

wSAME 

OPPOSITE 

0. simulate — pretend 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. Ultimate — hint 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

8. alleviate- -make worse 

S^ME 

OPPOSITE 

9. commiserate- -sympathize 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

10. vacillate- -decide 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

KEY: 1-0, 2-0, 3- S, 4-S, 5-S, 6-S, 7-S 

8-0, 9-S, 

10-0 


Can you rerol' the words'^ 

1. psetend 1 S 

>cold 2. C 

? sacrifice one'** dcM res 3 S 

4. vavei 4. V 

5. uxhaubt 5. E 

sympathize 6. C 

7 summarize 7 R 

8. lighten 8. A 

9. hint 9. I 

iO. stagnate 10. V 


KEY: i-siniu)ate, 2~castigate, 3-self-abncgatc, 4-vaciUate, 5-en- 
ervate, 6^ommiserate, 7-recapitulatc, 8~aUeviatc, 9-intL- 
mate, 10-vegetatc 


(End of Session 42) 
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SESSION 43 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1. more than fatigue 

When you are enervated, you feel as if your nerves have been 
ripped out— or so the etymology of the word indicates. 

Enervate is derived from e- {ex-)^ out, and Latin nervus, nerve. 
Enervation (en'-or-VAY'-shen) is not just fatigue, but complete 
devitalization — physical, emotional, mental — as if every ounce oi 
the life force has been sapped out, as if the last particle of energy 
has been drained away. 

Despite its similar appearance to the word energy, enervation is 
almost a direct antonym. Energy is derived from the Greek prefix 
en*, in, plus the root ergon, work; erg is the term used in physics 
for a unit of work or energy. Synergism (SIN'-Dr-jiz-^^m) — the 
prefix sy/i-, together or with, plus ergon — is the process by which 
two or more substances or drugs, by working together, produce a 
greater effect in combination than the sum total of their individual 
effects. " ' 

Alcohol, for example, is a depressant. So are barbiturates and 
other soporifics. Alcohol and barbiturates work .synergisticaliy 
(sin'-ar-JIS'-tik'-lce) — the effect of each is increased by the oihei 
if the two are taken together. 

So if you*re drinking, don’t take a sleeping pill — or if you must 
take a pill for your insomnia, don’t drink — the combination, if not 
lethal, will do more to you than you may want done! 

Synergy (SIN'-er-jce), by the way, is ah alternate form ol 
Xynergism. ^ 

i. Var6d punistiiiijen 

Castigate is derived bom a Latin verb meaning to punish; ii 
present-day usage^ the verb generally refers to verbal punishment 
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usually harsh and severe. It is somewhat synonymous with sc(M, 
criticize, rebuke, censure, reprimand, or berate, but much stronger 
than any of these — rail at, rant at, slash at, lash out at, or tongue- 
lash is a much closer synonym. When candidates for office cas- 
tigate their opponents, they do not mince words. 

Can you construct the noun form of castigate? v 


3. saying “No!" to oneself 

Abnegate is derived from Latin ab-, away fas in aosem}, plus 
nego, to deny — self-abnegation (ab'-na-GAY'- ihan), then, is self- 
denial. Nego itself is a contraction of Latin neg-, not, no, and aio, 
I say; to be self-abnegating is to say “No!** to what you want, as if 
some inner censor were at work whispering, “No, you can’t have 
that, you can’t do that, you don’t deserve that, you’re not good 
enough for that. . . .” 

To negate (no-GAYT') is to deny the truth or existence of, as 
in “The atheist negates God”; or, by extension, to destroy by 
working against, as in, “His indulgence in expensive hobbies 
negates all his wife’s attempts to keep the family solvent.” Can 
you write the noun form of the verb negate? 

Negative and negativity obviously spring from the same source 
as negate. 


4. heads and headings 

l>atin caput, capitis means head. The captain is the head of any 
group; the capital is the '"head city” of a state or nation; and to 
decapitate (dec-KAP'-a-tayt') is to chop off someone’s head, a 
popular activity during the French Revolution after the guillotine 
was invented. Write the noun form of decapitate: o-. 

Latin capitulum is a little head, or, by extension, the heading, or 
title, of a diapter. So when you recapitulate, you go throug^i the 
chapter headhugs again (re-), etymologically speaking, or you 
summarize or review the main points. 

Remembering how the noun and adjective forins are derived 
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from adulate (Chapter 9)» can you write the required forms of re- 
capitulate? 

NOUN: 

adjective: 

When you capituhit: etymologically you 

arrange in heading.^, or, aj> the mcannir of the verb naturally 
evolved, you anange nmdifions of surrmdei, as when an army 
capitulates to the eneni) force.. uiKVr p'carrant^ed conditions; or, 
by further nr.iuial exicnsiou, you stop rest:. ting a’ld give up, as in, 
“He realized there was no longer any poiru in resisling her ad- 
vances, so he reluctantly capitulated/' Can you write the noun 
form of capitulate? 

5 . mere vegetables 

VcgeiMe is fivun i.ilin veg'ro, to live and grow, which is what 
vegetables do — but that’s all they do, so to vi'i^rtutt, is, by impli- 
cation, to do no inoic than stay aFo e, stuck in a nit, leading an 
inactive, unstimulating, cmotiotniriy ar: i intellectually istngnctnt 
existence. Vei^etation ( vej'-^TAY -shon) is any dwU, passive, stiig- 
nant existence; also any plant life, as the thick via:cujtion of a 
jungle. 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 

SUFFIX MEANING 


1. B’ (eX’) 

out 

2. nervus 

nerve 

3. en- 

in 

4. ergon 

work 

5. syri- 

with, together 

6. -ic 

adjective suffix 

7. •ion 

noun suffix 

8. ab- 

away 

9. nego 

to deny 


ENGLISH WORD 
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10. caput, capitis 

11. de- 

12. capitulum 

13. re- 

14. -oty 

15. vegeto 


head 

negative prefix 
little head, 
chapter heading 
again 

adjective suffix 
to five and ciow 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? 

1. enervation 

2. synergism 

3. synergy 

4. synergistic 

5. castigation 

6. self-abnegation 

7. negate 

8. negation 

9. decapitate 

10. decapitation 

11. recapitulation 

12. recapitulatory 

13. capitulate 

14. capitulation 

Can you work with the words? 

1. enervation 

2. synergism, synergy 

3. castigation 

4. aelf-^bnegation 

5. 

decapitation 


en'-sr-VAY'- shan 

SfN'-or-jiz-sm 

SIN'-sr-jee 

sin'-^^r“JIS'‘tik 

kas'-t9-GAY'“Sh3n 

self-ab'-na-GAY'-shan 

na-GAYT' 

nji-GAY'-shon 

dee-KAP'- 0 -tayt' 

dee-kap'-s-TAY^-shan 

ree-ka-pich'-o-LAY'-shan 

ree-k'.?-PICH'-a-b-tawr'-ee 

k3-PlCH'-3-layt' 

ka-pich'-a-LAY'-shon 


a. tongue-lashing 

b. denial; destruction 

c. a lopping off of one’s heaO 

d. summary; review of mail 
points 

e. self-denial 

f. utter exhaustion; menta 
emotional, and physical drai: 



7. recapitulation 

8. capitulatim 


g. a working together for 
greater effect 

h. surrender 


KEY; 1-f. 2-h, 3-a. 4-c, 5-b, 6-c, 7-^. 8-g 


Do you understand the words? 


1. enervating — refreshing 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

2. synergistic — neutralizing 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

3. castigation — scolding 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

4. self-abnegation — egoism 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

5. negate — accept 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

6. decapitate — behead 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. recapitulatory — summarizing 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

8. capituh'itc — resist 

same 

OPPaSITE 

KEY; I--0, 2-0. 3-S, 4-0, 5-0, 6-S, 7- 

-S,8-0 



Con you recall the words? 


1. to give in 1. C 

2. working together for greater 2, S 

effect {adj.) ) 

3. total fatigue 3. E 

4. for the piupose of sununarizing 4. R 

or review (adj.) 

5. self-denial 5. S -A. 

6. deny; render ineffective; nullify 6. N 

7. process by which two or more 7. S 

substances produce a greater or S u:: — 

effect than the sum of the 

individual effects 

8. to cut off the head of 8. D- 
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9. strong censure 

10. to surrender 


9. CL 

10. CL 


KEY: 1-capitulate, 2~synergistic, 3-enervation, 4-recapitulatory, 
5-self-abnegation, (^negate, 7-synergism or synergy, 
8-decapitate, 9-castigation, 10-capitulate 


{End of Session 43) 


SESSION 44 


ORIGINS AND RELATED WORDS 


1 . not the real McCoy 

Simulate is from Latin Simula, to copy; and simuh itself derives 
from the Latin adjectives similis, like or similar. 

Simulation (.sim'-y^-LAY'-sh^n), then, is copying the real 
thing, pretending to be the genuine article by taking on a similar 
appearance. Tfie simulation of joy is quite a feat when you really 
feel depressed. 

Genuine pearls grow inside oysters; simulated pearls are syn- 
thetic, but hxik like the ones from oysters. (Rub a pearl against 
your teeth to tell the dillerencc- -the natural pearl feels gritty.) So 
the frequent advertisement an inexpensive necklace made of 
“genuine simulated pearls” can fool you if you don’t know the 
woid — yuu're bong offered a genuine fake. 

Lyissimulation (d^-sim'-ya-L.W'-.shsn) is something else! When 
you dissimuhiti (dr, SlM'-y^layt'), you hide your true fceliggs 
by making a pretense of oppo.sile feelings, friioii again, maybe 
it's not something completely else*) 

Sycophants are great Mssimuiators- they may feei contempt, 
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but show admiration; they may feel negative^ but express abso- 
lutely positive agreement. 

A close synonym of dissimulate is dissemble (d;»-SEM'-bal), 
which also is to hide true feelings by pretending the opposite; or, 
additionally, to conceal facts, or one's true intentions, by decep- 
tion; or, still further additionally, to pretend ignorance of facts 
you'd rather not admit, when, indeed, you're fully aware of them. 

The noun is dissemblance (da-SEM'-blans). 

In dissimulate and dissemble, the negative prefix dis- acts 
largely to make both words pejorative. 


2. hints and helps 

The verb intimate is from Latin intimus, innermost, the same 
root from w'hich the adjective intimate (IN'-td-mot) and its noun 
intimacy (IN'-ta-ma-sce) are derived; but the relationship is only 
in etymology, not in meaning. An intimation (in'-ta-MAY'-shon) 
contains a significance buried deep in the innermost core, only a 
hint showing. As you grow older, you begin to have intimations 
that you are mortal; when someone aims a .45 at you, or when a 
truck comes roaring down at you as you drive absent-mindedly 
against a red light through an intersection, you are suddenly very 
sure that you are mortal. 

Alleviate is a combination of Latin levis, light (not heavy), the 
prefix oJ-j.jo, and the verb suffix. {Ad- changes to at- before a 
root starting with /-.) 

If something alleviates your pain, it makes your pain lighter for 
you; if I alleviate your sadness, I make it lighter to bear; and if 
you need some alleviation (a-lee'-vee-AY'-sh^n) of your prob- 
lems, you need them made lighter and less burdensome. To allevi- 
ate is to relieve only temporarily, not to cure or do away with. 
(Relieve is also from Icvis, plus re-, again — to make lighter easy 
again.) The adjective form of alleviate is alleviative (si-LEE'-vee- 
ay'-tiv) — aspirin is an alleviative drug. 

Anything light will rise- — so from the prefix e- (ex-), out, plus 
levis, wc can con.‘,trucr the verb elevate, eiymologically, to raise 
out, or, actually, i juse up, as to elevate one'? spnits, raise them up, 
make them lighter; or vlriate someone to a higher position, which 
is whajt jin elevator does. 



Have you ever aeen a peiloniiaiice of magic in which a penoo 
or an object appamitly rises in the air as if floating? That's tevim- 
thn (lev' -a-TAY'-shan) — rising through no visible means. (Pve 
watched it a dozen times and never could flgure it out!) The veri>» 
to so rise, is levitate (LEV'-a-tayt'). 

And how about levity (LEV'-a-tee)? That's lightness too, but 
of a different sort — lightness in the sense of frivolity, flippancy, 
joking, or lack of seriousness, especially when solemnity, dignity, 
or formality is required or more appropriate, as in **tones of lev- 
ity/' or as in, “Levity is out of place at a funeral, in a house of 
worship, at the swearing-in ceremonies of a President or Supieme 
Court Justice,” or as in, “Okay, enough levity — ^now lefi get 
down to business!” 


3. shoring someone's misery 

Latin miser, wretched, the prefix con- (which, as you know, be- 
comes com- before a root beginning wiUi m-), together or with, 
and the verb suffix -ate are the building blocl^ from which com- 
miserate is constructed. “1 commiserate with you,” then, means, 
“I am wretched together with you — share your misery.” The 

noun form? 

Miser, mherly, miserable, misery all come from the same root 


4. swing and sway 

Vacillate — note the single c, double / — derives from Latin 
vacillo, to swing back and forth. The noun form? 

People who swmg back and forth in mdecision, who are irreso- 
lute, who can, unfortunately, see both, or even three or four, sides 
of every question, and so have difficulty making up their minds, 
are vacillatory (VAS'-o-l^tawr'-ee). They are also, usually, am- 
bivaHent (am-BIV'-a-lont) — ^they have conflicting and simulta- 
neous emotions about the same person or thing; or they want to 
go but they also want to stay; or they love something, but they 
hate it too. The noun is anibivalence (am-BIV'-o-bns) — from 
ambi both. (Remember ambivert and ambidextrous from Chap- 
ter 3?) 



Ambivalence has best been defined (perhaps by Henny Youn^ 
ma^i — ^if he didn't say it first, he should have) as watching your 
mother-in-law drive over a cliff in your new Cadillac. 

To vacillate is to swing mentally or emotionally. To sway back 
and forth physically is oscillate — again note the double I — (OS - 
a-laytO, from Latin oscillum, a swing. A pendulum oscillates, the 
arm of a metronome oscillates, and people who’ve had much too 
much to drink oscillate when they try to walk. The noun? 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 


SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. Simula 

to copy 

2. similis 

like, similar 

3, dis- 

pejorative prefix 

4. od- (fl/-) 

to, toward 

5. levis 

light 

6. -ate 

verb suffix 

7. -ion 

noun suffix 

8. c- (ex-) 

out 

9. intiraus 

innermost 

10. miser' 

wretched 

11 . vacillo 

to swing back and 
forth 

12. ambi- 

both 

13. oscillum 

a swing 


ENGLISH WORD 


USING THE WORDS 


Con you pronounce the words? 

1. simulation 

2. di ^simulate 


sim'-ya-l.AY'-shon 
da-SlM -yj-layf 
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3. dissimulation 

4. dissemble 

5. dissemblance 

6. intimation 

7. alleviation 

8. alleviative 

9. levitate 

10. levitation 
[1. levity 

12. commiseration 

13. vacillation 

14. vacillatory 

15. atnbivalent 

16. ambivalence 

17. oscillate 

18. oscillation 


dd-sim'-y^LAY'-shsn 

dd-SEM^-bd 

dd-SEM'-bbns 

in'-ta-MAY'-sh^n 

d-lee'-vee-AY'-shon 

d-LEE'-vee-ay'-tiv 

LEV'-3-tayt' 

lev'-a-TAY'-shan 

LEV'-d-tee 

ko-miz'-a-RAY'-shan 

vas'-a-LAY'-shan 

VAS'-a-la-tawr'-ee 

am-BIV'-a-lant 

am-BlV'-a-lans 

OS'-a-layf 

os'-a-LAY'-shan 


«an you work with the words? (I) 

1. simulation 

2. dissemble 

3. intimation 

4. alleviation 

5. levitate 

6. levity 

7. commiseration 

8. vacillation 

9. ambivalence 

10. oscillation 


a. hint 

b. flippancy or joking when se- 
riousness is required 

c. a sharing of grief 

d. physical swaying; swinging 
action, as of a pendulum 

e. a swin^g back and forth in 
indecision 

f. pretense 

g. conflicted and contrary feel- 
ings 

h. rise in the air (as by magic 
or illusion) 

i. pretend 

j. a lightening; a making less 
severe 


KEY: 1-1, 2-4, 3-a, 4-j, 5-*, 6-b, 7-c, 8-e, 9-g. 10-d 
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Can you work with Hio words? CIO 

1. dissimulate 

2. dissemblance 

3. alleviative 

4. levitation 

5. vacillatory 

6. ambivalent 

te 


a. pretense of ignorance 

b. a rising and floating in air 

c. having simultaneous and con 
traiy feelings 

d. tending to swing back an 
forth in indecision 

e. to swing back and forth lik 
a pendulum 

f. to hide real feelings by pi 
tending opposite feelings 

g. tending to ease (pain, bi 
deiis, suffering, etc.) 


K-PV. i_f^ 2-a, 3-g. 4-b, 5-d, 6--C, 7-h; 


Do you understand the words? 


1. simulated — genuine 

.SAME 

OPPOS’ 

2. dissimulate- -pretend 

SAME 

OPPOSI 

3. dissemble — be truthful 

S^MR 

OPPOS 

4. intimation — hint 

SAM R 

OPPOS 

5. alleviation — reduction 

SAME 

OPPOS 

6. levitate — sink 

Sa M P 

oppo*; 

7. levity — ^flippancy 

SAME 

OPPOS 

8. vacillation-decisiveness 

SAME 

OPPOS 

9. ambivalent — confused 

Sa M R 

OPPOS 

n 

v\)r 

or pns' 


KEY: l-O, 2-S, 3- C, 4-S, 5-S, 6-0 7-S. O. <) S- i( 



!an you recalLthe words? 


1. to swing back and fotth 

1. 

2. feeling both ways at the same 

2 A_ 

time (adf,) 


3. to conceal real feelings 

3. D- 


or D— 

4. pretense 

4. S— 

5 to pretend ignorance though 

5. D-. 

knowing the facts 


6 joking; frivolity; flippancy 

6. L-- 

7 indecisive 

7. V_ 


or 

8 to rise in the air, as by illusion 

8. L-. 

9 tending to ea«e ( pain, etc ) 

9. A- 

(adj.) 

or A— 

10 ii sharing of another’s grief 

10. C- 


in) 


^EY: 1-oscillate, 2-ambi\a]ent, 3~dissimulate or dissemble, 
4~^imulation, 5-dissemble, 6-levity, 7-vacillatory or vacil- 
lating, 8-Icvitate, 9-alIcviative or alleviating, lO-^ommiser- 
ation 


lAPTER REVIEW 

Oo you recognize the words^ 

O^niplcte exhaustion* 

(a) synergism, (b) eueivation, negation 
Co-operaiion in producing effects: 

(a) synergy, (b) castigation, (c'‘ capitulation 
U>p off the head of: 

(a) castigate, (b) capitulate, (c> decapitate 
deny »eiidcr ineffective • 

(n) castigate, (b) negate, (c) lecapitulalc 
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5. stagnate: 

(a) intimate, (b) simulate, (c) vegetate 

6. conc^ment of true feelings; 

(a) simulation, (b) dissimulation, (c) dissemblance 

7. sympathy: 

(a) levity, (b) ambivalence, (c) commiseration 

8. indecisiveness: 

(a) vacillation, (b) oscillation, (c) dissimulation 

9. aware of contrary feelings: 

(a) aUeviative, (b) dissimulating, (c) ambivalent 


KEY: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c, 4-b, 5-c, 6-b and c, 7-c, 8-a, 9^0 


B. Can you recognize rooti? 

ROOT MEANING 

a 

1. nervus 

2. ergon ' 

3. nego — 

4. caput, capitis 

5. capitulum 

6. vegeto 

7. Smulo - 

8. similis 

9. ievis 

10. intimus 

11. miser 

12. vacillo 

13. ambi‘ 

1 4. oscillum 


EXAMPLE 

enervate 

energy 

*self*abnegati 

decapitate 

recapitulate 

vegetate 

dissimulate 

similarity 

levity 

intimation 

commiserate 

vacillate 

ambivalent 

oscillate 


KEY: 1-ncrve, 2-work, 3-deny, 4-head, S-little head, chap 
heading, 6-live and grow, 7-to copy, 8-like, simil 
9-light, lO-innermost, 11-wretched, 12-swing back a 
forth, 13-both, 14-a swing 
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EASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 


We have previously met the Greek prefix syn-, together or with, 
n synonym (“names together**) and sympathy (“feeling with”), 
ind again in this chapter in synergism (’‘working together”). 

5yn- is a most useful prefix to know. Like Latin con-, (together 
)r with) and ad- (to, toward), the final letter changes depending 
)n the first letter of the root to which it is attached. Syn- Incomes 
ym- before b, m, and p. 

Can you construct some words using yy/i-, or sym-? 

1. Etymologically, Jews are “led together** in a house of wor- 

hip (agogos, leading). Can you construct the word for this tem- 
)lc or place of worship? - . 

2. There is a process by which dissimilar organisms live to- 
;cther (bios, life) in close association, each in some way helping, 
ind getting help from, the other (like the shark and the pilot 
ish). What word, ending in -sis, designates such a process? 


What would the adjective form be? 

3. Using Greek phone, sound, write the word that etymo- 
ogically refers to a musical composition in which the sounds 

)f all instruments are in harmony together 

Using the suffix -ic, write the adjective form of this 

vord; — — 

4. Combine sym- with metron, measurement, to construct a 

vord designating similarity of shape on both sides (i.e., “measure- 
nent together**): — . 

Write the adjective form of this word: — — . 

5. Syn- plus dromos, a running, arc the building blocks of s 
nedical word designating a group of symptoms that occur (i.e. 
™) together in certain diseases Can you figure out the word' 


6. The same dromos, a running, combines with Greek hippos 
torse, to form a word referring lo a place in ancient Greece ir 
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which horse and chariot races were run. The word? . 

7. Hippos, horse, plus Greek potamos, river, combine to form 
word designating one of the three pachyderms we discussed in a 
earlier chapter. The word? 

(^AnswctA in Chapter 18,) 


PICKING YOUR FRIENDS* BRAINS 

You can build your vocabulary, I have &aid, V)y increasing yoi 
familiarity with new ideas and by becoming alert to the new vvor« 
you meet in your reading of magazines and books. 

There is still another productive method, one that will be partu 
ularly applicable in view of all the new woids you arc learniii 
Jfrom your study of these pages. 

That method is picking your friends* brains. 

Intelligent people are interested in words because words ai 
symbols of ideas, and the person with an alert mind is always ii 
terested in ideas. 

You may be amazed, if you have never tried it, to hnd that yo 
can stif'^up an animated discussion by asking, in a social grou 
that you attend, **What does 

mean?” (Use any woiTthat particularly fascinates you.) Someor 
in the group is likely to know, and almost everyone will be willir 
to make a guess. From that point on, others in the group will as 
questions about their own favorite words (most people do hai 
favorites), or about words that they themselves have in son 
manner recently learned. As the discussion continues along the: 
lines, you will be introduced to new words yourself, and if yoi 
friends have faiiiy good vocabularies you may strike a rich vein i 
pay dirt and come away with a large number of words to add i 
your vocabulary. 

This method of picking your friends* brains is particularly frui 
ful because you will be learning not from a page of print (as 
this book or as in your other reading) but from real live pcrsoi 
— the same sources that children use to increase their voca 



laries at such prodigious rates. No learning is quite as effective as 
le learning that comes from other people — ^no information in 
rint can ever be as vivid as information dial comes from another 
uman being. And so the words you pick up horn your friends 
/ill have an amazingly strong appeal, will hiake a lasting impres- 
ion on your mind. 

Needless to say, your own rich vocabulary, now that you have 
ome this far in the book, will make it possible for you to contrib- 
ite to your friends' vocabulary as much as, if not more than, you 
ike away — ^but since giving to others is one of the greatest 
ourccs of a feeling of self-worth, you can hardly complain about 
tiis extra dividend. 


(End of Session 44) 



--Brief Intermission Nim 


TAKE THIS SPELLING TEST 


Even in the most painstakingly edited of magazines, a silly litt 
misspdling of a perfectly common word will occasionally appes 
How the enor eluded the collective and watchful ^es of the e<! 
tor« the associate editor, the assistant editor, the typesetter, at 
the proofreader, no one will ever know — ^for practically eve 
reader of the magazine spots it at once and writes an indigna 
letter, beginning: *l>idn*t you ever goto sdiocd. . • T 

Evoi if you went to school, you*re going to have plenty of tio 
ble spotting the one misspelled word in each group below. Ai 
not one of these words will be a demon like spkygmomanomet 
(a device for measuring blood pressure) or piccalilli (a high 
seasoned relish), which no one would ever dare spell without fii 
checking with a dictionary. On the contrary, every word will be 
the conunon or garden variety that yon might use every day 
your social or business correspondence. 

Nevertheless, you’re letting yourself in for ten minutes of re 
trouble, for you will be working with fifty particularly diffici 
ipdling words. So put op your thinkii^ cap befcm you begin. 

A fi^i^lozen high s^tol teachen vriio took this test were ah 
|b make an average score of only five proper dioices. Can you < 
Wftpft Six or seven right is very good; ei|^ or nine right is exa 
lent, and lOtf fISr nnmai Wirtatyn" as an absolute expert 
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Check the misspelled word in each group. 

A: 1— surprise, 2r-disappear, 3-lnnoculate, 4~description, 5— rec- 
ommend 

B; 1-privilege, 2-separate, 3-incidentalIy, 4-dissipate, 5-occur- 
ence 

C: 1— analize, 2— argument, 3— assistant, 4-comparative, 5-tnily 

D: 1 -grammar, 2-drunkeness, 4-parallel, 4-sacrilegious, 5-con- 
science 

E: 1— precede, 2— exceed, 3- accede, 4-procede, 5— concede 

F: 1 -pronunciation, 2>noticab]e, 3-desirable, 4-holiday, 5- 
anoint 

G: 1-wierd, 2-scize, 3-achicve, 4-receive, 5- leisure 

H: 1 -superintendent, 2-persistent, 3-resistant: 4-insistent, 
5-perseverence 

I: 1-accessible, 2-permissible, 3-mimitabIe, 4— iiresistable, 5-ir- 
ritable 

J; 1 -pursue, 2-pastlme, 3-kidnapped, 4-rhythmical, 5-exhil- 
larate 


iOSY: A-3 (inoculate), B-5 (occurrence), C-1 (analyze), 
D-2 (drunkenness), E-4 (proceed), F-2 (noticeable), 
G-1 (weird), H-5 (perseverance), 1-4 (irresistible), J-5 (ex- 
hilarate) 
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16 


HOW TO TALK ABOUT 
A VARIETY or 
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

(Sesuons 45- -46) 


TEASER PREVIEW 

What ending ‘n -ous, describes scmconn who Js: 

• fawning, U’n'Uiy at:^*nrtviij transpuaitiy \tVr Ingratiating? 
m ?iaiiging, 'll, ysatt^ fied, c < »w/ lattu n v ^ 

• mohln^h, haifjhiifv l( ntempiuoiis, arrinjitni? 

• n^usily iwabUbome, urntanciVabii'? 

• habiVialiy \horf oi ccsh'^ 

• aurntixc and nfurUoas to H'otru 

• harmUsv*^ 

• fond of liquor"^ 

• palf*, gtinnf, haggard? 

• jneiuncholy, 5**rrf*wiul? 



SESSION 45 


There are th^juiijnch of Hnalibl? wonJs that end in the letters -ou^ 
— a Latin suHix meaning fuil r.f 

The central theme ab-jul the w.ii Js in this chaptei i evolve 

is the idea of ‘'tuilncS'” — and as yon wiii shoitly see, you can be 
full of oimpIiaiKC and servilely; full of complaints; full of snob- 
bery; full of noise: full of no money; full of -semanship; full of 
harnilessnc'.s; full of Iiv|»ior; fuil of deathly pallor; and full of sor- 
row*;. 

For each of these itleris Hnehsh has a w.^d'-und the person with 
a rich vucabularly knows the exact wt»fd to describe what someone 
is full of. 


IDEAS 

I . corj'pJ'once 

The LatJi* root .wqttnr nu ans r> Inih/w- ind those who follow 
rather than lead arc usja’ly in a rncimk subordinate, oi infesior 
position. People who engage in ct^tain fields of endeavor — 
waiters, clerks, and servants, for example — are forced, often con- 
trary to their natural temperaments, to act excessively courteous, 
pleasant, obliging, even subset \icnt and humble. They must follow 
the lead of their customers or employers, bending their own wills 
according to the desires of those they serve. They arc, etyniologi- 
cally, full of following after, or — ^ 

obsequious 


related words: 

1, obsequies — In a funeral cortege, the mourners follow after 
the corpse. Hence, obsequies ace the burial ceremonies, the funeral 
rites. 
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2. subsequent — A subsequent letter, paragraph, time, etc. is one 
that follows another. 

3. sequel — A sequel may be a literary work, such as a novel, 
that follows another, continuing the same subject, dealing with 
the same people or village, etc. or it may be an occurrence that 
grows out of or follows another, as in, “Just wait until you hear 
the sequel to the story!** 

4. sequence — ^In order, one item following another, as in, “The 
sequence of events of the next few days left him breathless.** 

Any other word containing the root sequ- is likely to have some 
relationship to the idea of following. 


2. complaints 

The Latin root queror means to complain — and anyone full of 
complaints, constantly nagging, harping, fretful, petulant, whin- 
ing, never satisfied, may accordingly be called — 

querulous 


3. snobbery 

The Latin root cilium means eyelid; super means above; and 
above the eyelid, as anyone can plainly see, is the eyebrow. Now 
there are certain obnoxious people who go around raising their 
eyebrows in contempt, disdain, and sneering arrogance at ordi- 
nary mortals like you and me. Such contemptuous, sneering, over- 
bearingly conceited people are culled — 

supercilious 


4 . noise 

The Latin root strepo means to make a noise. Anyone who is 
unruly, boisterous, resistant to authority, unmanageable — and in 
a noisy, troublesome manner — ^is 


obstreperous 



5. fnoneyless 

The Latin root pecus means cattle — and at one time in human 
history a person's wealth was measured not by stocks and bonds 
but by stocks of domestic animals, which was a lot more logical, 
since you get milk and leather and meat from cattle — true wealth 
— and all you get from the stock market is a headache. 

Someone who had lots of pecus, then, was rich — someone 
without pecus was indigent, destitute, ''broke.” And so today we 
call someone who is habitually without funds, who seems generally 
to be full of a complete lack of money — 


impecunious 

This word is not a synonym of indigent, acstitute, or poverty-- 
stricken; it does not necessarily imply living in reduced circum- 
stances or want, but quite simply being short of cash — habitually. 

RELATED WORD*. 

1. pecuniary — pertaining to money, as in, a pecuniary consid- 
eration, pecuniary affairs, etc. 


6. horses 

The French word cheval means horse; and in medieval times 
only gentlemen and knights rode on horses — conunon people 
walked. Traditionally (but not, I understand, actually) knights 
were courteous to women, attentive to female desires, and self- 
sacrificing when their own interests came in conflict with those 
of the fair sex. Hence, we call a modern man who has a knightly 
attitude to women — 

chivalrous 


RELATED WORDS: 

{Cheval, horse, conics from Latin cabalUts, aii inferior horse. 
Callabus is found in Fnglish words in liit* spelling caval-,) a 

1. cavalcade — A jnocession ot persons v)n horseback, as in a 
parade. 

2. - -As a m.Hin, a c aulirr was once a mounted soldier. 
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As an adjective, cavalier describes actions and attitudes that an 
haughty, unmindful of others* feelings, too offhand, such attribute 
often being associated with people in power fthe military beinj 
one of the powers-lhat-be). Thus, “He answered in a cavalier man 
ner** would signify that he was arrogant in his answer, as if th< 
questioner were taking a little too much privilege with him. Oi 
“After the cavalier treatment I received, I never wished to return,' 
signifying that I was pretty much made to feel unimportant an< 
inferior. Or, “After her cavalier refusal, Fli never invite her t< 
another party,** signifying that the refusal was, perhaps, curt, ofi 
hand, without any attempt at apology or courtesy. 

3. cavalry — ^The mounted, or “horsed” part of an army. 

4. chivalry — ^Noun form of chivalrous. Can you write the alter 

nate noun form ending in -ness? 

5. chivalric — Less commonly used adjective form, identical I 
meaning to chivalrous. 

Another l.atln loot for horse, as you know, is equus, found i 
words we have already discussed: 

1. equestrian — A horseman. 

2. equestrienne — A horsewoman. 

3. equine — Horselike. 


7. no hor.m done 

The lalin root noceo means to injure; someone who need caus 
you no fear, so harmless is that person, so unable to interfere, s 
unlikely to get you into trouble, is called — 


innocuoi 

RELATED WORDS: 

1. innocent -Not guilty of crime or initry. 

2. noxious — Hnnnful, poisonous; unwholesome. 

8. Gkphotic 

The i.alin Aoot bibo means to drink; and one who is reneral 
found with one foot up on the brass rail, who likes to tipple bi 



yond the point of sobriety — vrho^ in short, has an overfondness 
for drinks with a pronounced alcoholic content, is called, usually 
humorously — 

bibulous 


RELATED WORDS: 

1. imbibe — To drink in, soak up, absorb. If we use this verb 
without specifying what is drunk, as in, “He likes to imbibe/* the 
implication, of course, is always liquor; but imbibe may also be 
used in patterns like ** imbibe learning” or “In early infancy she 
imbibed a respect for her parents.” 

2. bib — Upper part of an apron, or an apronlike. napkin tied 
ai-ound d child’s neck. In either case, the bib prevents what is 
clrunk (or eaten) from spilling over, or dribbling down, on the 

clothing. 


9. like detjti. itself 

The La:ir. ^cn ra means to fail — one's fmal tall is of course 
always in nciitSi. ar.d so someopj who looic.s like a corpse (figura- 
iivclv speaking), vJio is pale, th*n, Iciggaid, eyes deep-sunk, 

iniihs wasted, in other words the ex.-enc opposite of the picture 
< glowing htailii, is ci*Med — 

cadaverous 


J waTLD words; 

\. (adaver — corps?, hie- .•’.» / e'pccc:l;y us f- n- surgical 

■? i-.v-vr/e/i.'- -Ffyrru- ' ‘'tMi;: y ti ivn* ‘tie- is a pi-slix 

Xiv «M'- of whic’i', y- .e (b'M comb dov. n, decline , 

(Jo.vn; eic i. If I'omcl'n.. « / 'Cadi-nr state, ii i:- dcteiio- 
^ oe-'o!T5ing corrupt < {^dacdncr is a state 

c‘i*cay. Ucncrally decodin' J k.guiativcly 

">hey ief''r not to nc<Uiii ph , a.. ' ' ■\v 'i C'^ati body), but 

’* moral or sniriin-r -'ecav 


pnin and irMSvry 

he Laf.fi lorl ■ r'can^ 


who is 
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mournful and sad» whose melandioly comes from physical pain or 
mental distress, who seems to be suffering or grieving, is called— 

dolorous 


RELAIED words: 

1. dolor — poetic synonym of srief. 

2. doleful — word referring somewhat humorously to exag- 
gerated dismainess, sadness, or dreariness. 

3. condole — Etymologically, to suffer or grieve with (Latin 
con-, with, together). Condole is a somewhat less commonly used 
synonym of commiserate, a verb we discussed in Chapter IS. The 
noun condolence is much more frequently heard than the verb, as 
in, **Let me offer you my condolences" usually said to someone 
mourning the death of a friend or relative. You have heard of 
condolence cards, and no doubt have sent your share of them. 
When you condole with somebody who has sustained a loss, usu- 
ally by death, you arc saying, in effect, *1 am suffering or grieving 
with you.’* 


REVIEW OF ETYMOLOGY 


PREFIX, ROOT, 



SUFFIX 

MEANING 

1. 

sequor 

to follow 

2. 

queror 

to complain 

3. 

cilium 

eyelid 

4. 

super 

above 

5. 

strepo 

to make a noise 

6. 

pecus 

cattle 

7. 

-ary 

adjective suffix 

8. 

im~ (in-) 

negative prefix 

9. 

cheval 

horse 

10. 

callabus icaval-) 

inferior horse 

11. 

-ous 

adjective suffix 

12 . 

-tc 

adjective suffix 

13. 

eg ms 

horse 

14. 

-ine 

like, similar to, 
characteristic of 


ENGLISH WORD 
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.5. bibo 
,6. ini'- On-) 
.7. cado 

8. de- 

9. -enl 
>0. -ence 
il. con- 


JSING THE WORDS 
k. THE BASIC WORDS 


ob-SEEK'-wec-ss 
KWAIR'-3-bs 
s<30'-p3r-SI L'-ee-3S 
9b-STREF-3r-3S 
im'-p®-KY C5D'-nee-9S 
SHIV'-3l-r35 
^NOK'-y<5D-3S 

ka-DAV'-or-os 
DOL'“3r-3S or Do' I'^r-ss 

m you work with the words ^ (I) 

a. snobbish 

b. harmless 

c. gaunt 

d. short of funds 

e. fawning; excessively, ingra- 
tiatingly, polite 

f. sorrowful 

g. addicted to drink 

h. courteous to women 



ilan you pronounce the words? 

1. obsequious 

2. querulous 

3. supercilious 

4. obstrepetous 

5. impecunious 

6. chivalrous 

7. innocuous 
S. bibulous 

? cadaverous 
}. dolorous 


to drink 
in 

to fall 
down 

adjective suffix 
noun suffix 
with, together 
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9. cadaverous 
10. dolorous 


L complaining 
j. unmanageable 


KEY: 1-e, 2-i, 3-«, 4-j, 5-d, 6-h, 7-b, 8-g, 9-c, 10-f 

Con you work with the words? (Ill 


Match each word in the first column with one from the second 
column that is opposite in meaning. 

1. obsequious 

a. content; uncomplaining; sat- 


isfied 

2. querulous 

b. affluent 

3. supercilious 

c. healthy 

4. obstreperous 

d. rude 

5. impecunious 

e. sober 

6. chivalrous 

f. dangerous 

7. Innocuous 

g. humble 

8. bibulous 

h. misogynous 

9. cadaverous 

i. happy; cheerful 

10. dolorous 

j. quiet 

KEY: 1^, 2-a, 3-g, 4-i, 5-b. 7-f, 8-e, 9-c, 10-i 


Do you understand the words? 


1. Do people usually 

YES 

NO 

‘ command our respect? 

2. Are people satisfied? 

YES 

NO 

3. Arc supejrctltcHis people usually 

YES 

NO 

popular? 

4. Is a person of affluence impecfmibi/5? 

YES 

NO 

5. Do some women like c/nva/rous men? 

YES 

NO 
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6. Are /nnocttoitf people dangerous? 

YES 

HO 

7. Is a bibidous character a teetotaler? 

YES 

. HO 

8. is a cadaveromAooking individual the 

YES 

NO 

picture of health? 



9. Is a dolorous attitude characteristic of 

YES 

NO 

jovial people? 



10. Is an obstreperous child di0icult to 

YES 

NO 

manage? 




KEY: 1-no, 2-no, 3-iio, 4-no, 5-yes, 6-no, 7-no, 8-no, 9-no, 
IG-yes 


Can you recall the words? 


1. sorrowful 

1. D. 

2. servilely attentive; overly polite 

2. 0- 

3. haggard; gaunt; pale 

3, C. 

4. complaining; whining 

4. Q. 

5. addicted to alcohol; likely to 

5. B- 

drink past the point of sobriety 


6. arrogant; haughty 

6. 

7 harmless 

7. L 

8. noisily unmanageable 

8. 0. 

9. attentive and courteous to 

9 a 

women 


10. short of money; without funds 

10. L 


KEY: 1-dolorous, 2^bsequious, 3-cadaverous, 4-querulous, 
S-bibulous, 6-supercilious, 7-imiocuous, S-obstreperous^ 
9-chivalrous, IQ-impecunious 


{End of Session 45) 
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SESSION 46 


B. RELATED WORDS 

Can you pronounce the words? (i) 

1. obsequies 

2. subsequent 

3. sequel 

4. sequence 

5. pecuniary 

6. noxious 

7. imbibe 

8. dolor 

9. doleful 

10. cavalcade 

11. cavalier (ad/.) 

Can you pronounce the words? (II) 

1. cavalry 

2. chivalry 

3. chivairic 

4. condole 

5. condolence 

6. equestrian 

7. equestrienne 

8. equine 

9. cadaver 

10. decadent 

11. decadence 

Can you work with the words? 

1. obsequies 

2. subsequent 

3. sequel 


OB'-S3-kweez 

SUB'-sa-kwont 

SEE'-kwal 

SEE'-kwans 

pa-KY (3&'-nee-air'-ee 

NOK'-shas 

im-BiB' 

Dd'-lar 

D6L'-fal 

KAV'-ai-kayd' 

kav-a-LEER' 


KAV'.al-ree 

SHIV'-al-ree 

sha-VAL'-rik 

kan-DOL' 

kon-DO'-lans 

a-KWES'-tree-an 

a-KWES'-tree-en' 

EE'-kwIn' 

ka-DA V'-ar or ka-DAY'-var 
DEK'-a-d^nt or da-KAY'-dant 
DEK'-a-dans or da-KAY'-dans 


a. proper order 

b. drink; absorb; take in 

c. harmful, poisonous 
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4. sequence 

5. pecuniaiy 

6. noxious 

7. imbibe 

8. dolor 

9. doleful 

10. cavalcade ' 

11. cavalier (ad/.) 

12. cavalry 

13. equestrian 

14. equestrienne 

15. equine 

16. cadaver 

17. decadent 

18. decadence 

19. chivalry 

20. condolence 


d. pain, sorrow (poefic) 

e. coining later or aftenrard 

f. procession of mounted lidefli 

g. offhand, haughty 

h. a following event or literary 
work 

1 . horsewoman 

j. pertaining to money 

k. mounted military division; 
soldiers on horseback 

l. funeral rites 

m. exaggeratedly sorrowful 

n. horselike 

o. horseman 

p. spiritual decline 

q. morally decaying 

r. corpse 

s. expression of sympathy 

t gallant courtesy to women 


KEY: 1-1, 2-€, 3-h, 4-^^ 5-j, 6-c, 7-b, 8-d, 9-m, lO-f, 11-g, 
12-k. 13-0. 14-i 15-n. 16-r, 17-q, 18-p, 19-t, 20-s 


Do you understand the words? (H 


1. Are speeches usually made during 

YES 

NO 

obsequies? 


*' 

2. Did Margaret Mitchell write a sequel to 

YES 

NO 

Gone with the Wind? 

3. Are these numbers in sequence: 5, 6, 7, 

YES 

NO 

8,9,10,11? 

4. Do banks often handle the pecuniary 

YES 

NO 

details of an estate? 



, 5. Is arsenic a noxious chemical? 

YES 

NO 

6. Do children sometimes imbibe wisdom 

YES 

NO 

from their parents? 

1 7. If a song is sung in tones of dolor, is it 

YES 

NO 

a happy song? 
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8. 1$ a countenance a happy one? yes 

9, Does a cava/coile contain horses? yes i 

10. Does a^cova/ier attitude show a spirit of yes ) 

humility? 

KEY: l-yes, 2--no, 3-ycs, 4— yes, 5-yes, 6-yes, 7-no, 8-no, S 
yes, 10-no 

Do you understand the words? (11) 

1. Is a cavalry officer usually a good yes ^ 

horseman? 

2. Would an equestrian statue of General yes ^ 

Grant show him with or on a horse? 

3. Is an equestrienne a man? yes n 

4. Do humans possess many equine yes ^ 

characteristics? 

5. Is a cadaver alive? yes n 

6. Is an iconoclast likely to consider yes n 

religion a decadent institution? 

7. Is decadence a desirable quality? yes n 

8. Is cHtvalry dead? yes n 

9. Is it appropriate to condole with yes n 

someone who has suffered a loss 

through death? 

10. Are condolences appropriate at a yes 

wedding ceremony? 

KEY; 1-ycs, 2-yes, 3-no, 4-no, 5-no, 6-ycs, 7-no, 8-yes, or nc 
depending on your point of view, 9-yes, 10-no (unles 
you're misogamous) 


Do you underitond the words? till) 

1. obsequies — rites 

2. subsequent — ^preceding 


SAME 

SAME 


OP POSIT 
OPPOSI r 
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3. pecuniary — financial 

SAME 

OFPOSITB 

4. sequence — order 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

5. noxious— liannful 

SAME 

OPPOSITB 

6. imbibe— drink 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

7. dolor — delight 

SAME 

OPPOSITB 

8. doleful — merry 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

9 cavalier— courteous 

SAME 

OPPOSITB 

10 cadaver— corpse 

SAME 

OPPOSITE 

11. decadent — ^resurgent 

SAME 

OPPOSltg 

12. chivaliy — ^gallantry to women 

SAME 

opposiri 

13 condolences — congratulations 

SAME 

OPPOSITB 


KEY. 1-S, 2-0. 3-S. 4-S. 5-S, 6-S. 7-0, 8-0, 104^ 

11-0, 12-S, 13-0 


Can you recall the words? 

1 harmful 

2 a literary work or an event that 
follows another 

3 drink in 

4 pottic word for sorrow 

5 burial ceremonies 

6 horseman 

7 horsewoman 

8 horselike 

9 following (Oiij ) 

10 relating to money {adj ^ 

1 1 exaggeratedly sad 

1 2 proper order 

1 3 parade of mounted riders 

14 offhand; unmindful of 
another’s feelings 

15. mounted soldiers 

1 6 a corpse 

17 morally deteriorating (adj ) 

1 8 spiritual decay 

19 expression of sympathy 


I. N- 

2 Su. 

3 L- 

4. D- 

5. O- 
6 E- 

7. E. 

8. E 

9. S- 
10. P- 

II. D. 

12. E. 

13. a 

14. a 

15. C 

16. C 
' 17. D. 

18 a 

19. C 
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20. gallantry to women 


20. CL. 


KEY: Innoxious* 2-sequel» 3-imbibe, 4-dolor, 5-obsequies, 
6-equestrian, 7-equestrienne, 8-equine, 9-subsequent, 
10-pecuniary, 11-doleful, 12-sequence, 13-cavalcade, 
14-cavalier, 15-cavaliy, 16-cadaver, 17-decadent, 18— 
decadence, 19-condolence, 20-chivalry or chivalrousness 


CHAPTER REVIEW 

A. Do you recognize the words? 

1. Excessively polite and fawning: 

(a) querulous, (b) obsequious, (c) supercilious 

2. Noisily troublesome: 

(a) querulous, (b) impecunious, (c) obstreperous 

3. Courteous and attentive to women: 

(a) querulous, (b) chivalrous, (c) supercilious 

4. Complaining, nagging: 

(a) querulous, (b) supercilious, (c) innocuous 

5. Haughtily disdainful: 

(a) Supercilious, (b) bibulous, (c) dolorous 

6. Gaunt, corpselike: 

(a) noxious, (b) cadaverous, (c) doleful 

7. Hi^handed: 

(a) supercilious, (b) cavalier, (c) decadent 

8. Moral decay: 

(a) decadence, (b) obsequies, (c) sequence 
^^JExpression of sympathy: 

(a) bibulousness, (b) dolefulness, (c) condolence 
10. Courtesy to women: 

(a) dolor, (b) chivalry, (c) decadence 


KEY: 1-b, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a, 5-a, 6-b, 7-b, 8-a, 9-c, 10-b 





B. Con you recognize roots? 


ROOT 

1. sequor 

2 . q^eror 

3. cWum 

4. super 

5. strepo 

6. pecus 

7. cheval 

8. caballus {caved-) 

9. equus 
10. cado 


MEANING EXAMPLE 

subsequent 

querulous 

supercilious 

supervision 

obstreperous 

pecuniary 

chivalry 

cavalier 

, equine 

decadence ♦ 


KEY: 1-to follow, 2-to complain, 3-eyelid, 4-above, 5-to make 
a noise, 6-cattle, 7-horsc, 8-(inferior) horse, 9-horse, 
10-to fall 


TEASER QUESTIONS FOR THE AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

1. In logic, a conclusion not based on the evidence is called a 
non sequitur; by extension, the term is applied to any statement 
that appears to have no connection or relevance to what was said 
before. Knowing the root sequor, how would you define this term 
etymologically? — “ 


2. Sequor, like many other Latin verbs, has another form some- 
what differently spelled. (Remember verto, versus and loquor, 
locutus?) The other form of sequor is secutus. Can you define the 
following words in terms of the root? 

(a) second: 

(b) consecutive: — 

(c) persecute: 

rd) prosecute: — 
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' 3. Latin super, above or over, is used as a prefix in hundred: 
of English words. Can you figure out the word starting with super 
that fits each etymological definition? 

(a) above others (in quality, position, etc.) 


(b) above the surface; not in depth {adj.) 


(c) (flowing) above what is necessary; more thai 

needed (adj ) 

(d) above (or beyond) the natural (Gdj.) 


(e) to oversee; be in charge of (v.) 

4 Cado, to fall, is found in the following English words (some 
times the root is spelled ~cid). Can you define each word in term 
of its etymological parts? 

(a) cadence: 

(b) occidental: 

(c) deciduous: 

(d) incident: 

(c) accident: 

(f) coincidence: 

5. The negative prefix in- plus doleo. to suffer, forms an ad 
jectivc that etymolo^icaUy means not ^ufrerin^ {pain), but actuoU 
means idle; lazy; disliking or work. Can you figure out th* 

English word? 

Can you write the noun foim? 

6 What docs the feminme name Doln.-cs mean eiymologicallv 


{End f’f Session 46') 
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-Brief Intermission Ten 


ANOTHER CHECK ON YOUR SPELLING 


In each line you will find four words — one of them purposely, 
subtly, and perhaps unexpectedly misspelled. It’s up to you to 
check the single error. If you can come out on top at least fifteen 
times out of twenty, you’re probably a better speller than you real- 
ize. 

1. (a) alright, (b) coolly, (c) supersede, (d) disappear 

2. fa) inoculate, (b) definaiely, (c) irresistible, 

(d I recommend 

3. (a) incidentally, (b) dissipate, (c) seperaie, (d) balloon 
4 (a) argument, (b) ecstasy, (c) occunance, (d) analyze 

5. fa; sacriicglous, (b) weird, (c) pronunciation, (d) repitition 
b fa; dyiinkencss, (b) embarrassment, fc) weird, (d) irritable 

7. ta; noticeable, (b) supenntendant, (c) absence, 

(d) development 

8. (a) vicious, (b) conscience, (c) panicy, (d) amount 

9. (a) accessible, (b) pur.sue, (c) exhilaiate, (d'l insistant 

10. (a) naivete, (b) necessary, (c) catagosv, (d) professor 

11. (a) rhythmical, (b) sergeant, (c) vaccuiirn, (d) assassin 
12 (a) benefitted, (b) allotted, (c) corroborate, (d) despair 

13. (a) diphtheria, (b) grandeur, (c) rediculous, (d; license 

14. (a) tranquillity, (b) symmetry, (c) occassionally, 

(d) privilege 
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r5. (a) taniff, (b) tyranny, (c) battalion, (d) archipelago 

16. (a) bicycle, (b) geneology, (c) liquefy, (d) bettor 

17. (a) defense, (b) batchelor, (c) stupefy, (d) parallel 

18. (a) whisky, (b) likable, (c) bookkeeper, (d) accomodate 

19. (a) comparitive, (b) mayonnaise, (c) indispensable, 

(d) dexterous 

20. (a) dictionary, (b) cantaloupe, <c) existance, (d) ukulele 


KEY: 1-a (all right), 2-b (definitely), 3-c (separate), 4-c (occur- 
rence), 5-d (repetition), 6-a (drunkenness), 7-b (superin- 
tendent), 8-c (panicky), 9-d (insistent), 10-c (category), 
11-c (vacuum), 12— a (benefited), 13-c (ridiculous), 14-c 
(occasionally), 15-a (tarifT), 16-b (genealogy), 17-b 
(bachelor), 18— d (accommodate), 19-a (comparative), 
20~c (existence) 
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HOW TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 


Comprehensive Test III 


SESSION 47 


-etymology 

ROOT MEANING 

fluo 

phemc 

platys 

jelis 

piscis 

nostos 

kakns 

carnis 

voro 

omnis 

patens, potentis 

uhiqiie 

lupus 

doleo 

porcus 

thanatos 


EXAMPI E 
afllucnt 
euphemism 
platitude 
feline 
piscine 
nostalgia 
cacophony 
carnivorous 
voracious 
omnivorous 
impotent 
ubiquity 
lupine 
dolorous 
porcine 
euthanasia 
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17. canis 

18. vulpus 

19. algos 

20. odyne 

21. logos 

22. sciens, scientis 

23. ursus 

24. phone 

25. penuria 


canine 

vulpine 

nostalgic 

anodyne 

eulogy 

omniscient 

ursine 

euphonious 

penury 


It — more etymology 

ROOT, PREFIX 

1. nervus 

2. ergon 

3. nego 

4. caput, capitis 

5. capita him 

6. vegeto 

7. simulo 

8. similis 

9. levis 

10. intimus 

11. miser 

12. vacillo 

13. ambi'- 

14. oscillum 

15. sequor, secutus 

16. queror 

17. 

18. super- 

19. strepo 

20 . 

21 . 

22. caballus {caval-) 

23. loquor, loculus 

24. cudo 

25. vanesco 


EXAMPLE 
enervate 
energy 
negation 
decapitate 
recapitulate 
vegetate 
simulate 
similarity 
alleviate 
intimate (v.) 
commiserate 
vacillate 
ambivalent 
oscillate 
obsequious 
querulous 
supercilious 
superior 
obstreperous 
impecunious 
equine 
cavalier 
circumlocution 
decadence 
evanescent 
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til — some or opposUe? 

1. penury — affluence 

2. vicarious — ^secondhand 

3. ephemeral — evanescent 

4. badinage — ^persiflage • 

5. cacophony — euphony 

6. clandestine — surreptitious 

7. parsimonious — extravagant 

8. indigent — opulent 

9. destitute — ^impecunious 

0. euphemistic — indirect 

1. cliche — ^bromide 

2. platitudinous — original 

3. voracious — gluttonous 

4. omniscient — ignorant 

5. omnipresent — ubiquitous 

6. carnal — libidinous 

7. carnage — slaughter 

8. enervated — exhilarated 

9. castigate — condone 

0. simulate — ^pretend 

^ — matching 

WORDS 

1. alleviating 

2. cavalier (adj.) 

3. vacillating 

4. obsequious 

5. querulous 

6. obstreperous 

7. innocuous 
8 cadaverous 
9. doloious 
0. noxious 


S O 

s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 
s o 


DEFINITIONS 

a. excessively polite or servile 
b gaunt, corpselike 

c. noisy 

d. poisonous 

e highhanded 

f. sad 

g. nagging, complaining 

h. harmless 

i. soothing 

j. constantly changing one's 
mind 
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Y— more matching 

1. condolence 

2. decadent 

3. levity 

4. levitation 

5. surreptitious 

6. cacophony 

7. reincarnation 

8. omnivorous 

9. impotence 

0. bovine 

■—recall a word 

1 . lionlike 

2. doglike 

3. catlike 

4. piglike 

5. foxlike 

6. bearlike 

7. horselike 

8. all-powerful 

9. in the flesh 

10. to stagnate 
n. secret 

12. meat-eating (adj.) 

13. lasting a very short time 

14. stingy; tight-fisted 

15. feeling contradictory ways at 
the same time iadj.) 

16. speech of praise 

17. a feeling of well-being, both 
physical and emotional 

18. statement intended to allay 
pain or anxiety 


a. a rising into the air 

b. harsh sound 

c. powerlessness 

d. a return to life in a new form 

e. devouring all; eating every- 
thing 

£. expression of sympathy 

g. cowlike; phlegmatic; stolid 

h. morally deteriorating 

i. joking 

j. stealthy; secret 


1. L. 

2. C 

3. R 

4. P. 

5. V. 

6. U. 

7. R 

8. O. 

9. L- 

10. V. 

11. c 

12. C 

13. E. 

14. P. 
P. 

15. A. 

16. R 

17. E- 

18. A. 
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1. mercy death 

19. E. 

). science of speech sounds 

20, P- 

. all-powerful 

21. O.. 

h to give in; to stop resisting 

22. C. 

L a working together for greater 

23. S- 

effect 

or SL- 

i. to behead 

24. D- 

i. relating to, pertaining to, or 

25. P- 

in^'olving money (a^j,) 


harmless 

26. T.^ 

^ tending to drini:. a lot (a^^j.) 

27. B- 

; to e.‘.press sympathy; to share 

28. C- 

,?ufiering, paia '•r gnef (' with) 

or r\_ 

>. snobb»sh: contemptuous; 

29. S_ 

haughty; arrrgant 


mounUd soldieis 

30. C- 


FiY: A correct Jiiswer co'ints one point. Score your points for 
each part o: the test, then add for a total. 


to ilow 3 -Sat, hror.d, 5~fi<h, 6-a return, 

i’arsh, bad, Uf?>, 8 iksh, 9 -to devour, id all, ll-powerful, 

2' evt•^y^vhe^e, 5 3~wc«f, 14 -to sutler, grieve, 15-pig, 16-death, 
dv;g, i 8-fox, 19-pairi, 2d -paiu, 21-word, speech, 22-know- 
r, 23'-bc ir, 24— Sound, 25-want, neediness 

Your score; 

[ 

nerve. 2-work, 3-to deny, 4— head, 5-little head, chapter head- 
ig, 6“to live and grow, 7- to copy, 8-like, similar, 9-light, 10— in- 
jrmost, ll-vvretched, 12-to swing back and forth, 13-both, 14-a 
v'lng, 15-to follow, 1 6-to complain, I7~cychd, 18-above, 19-tOr 
lake a noise, 20-cattlc, 2 i -horse, 22-(infeiior) horse, 23-to 
. eak, 24-to fall, 25-to vanish 

Your score: . 
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1-0, 2-S, 3-S, 4-S, 5-0, 6-S, 7-0, 8-0, 9-S, 10-S, 11 
12-0, 13-S, 14-0. 15-S, 16-S, 17-S, 18-0, 19-0, 20-S 

Your score: 


IV 

1— i, 2— Oy 4—®, 5— ga 7— h, 8— b, 9— f, 10— d 

Your score: 


V 

1— f, 2— rh, 3—1, 4—0, 5— j, 6— b, 7”^, 8— e, 9— c, 10— g 

Your score: 


VI 

1-teonine, 2-caAine, 3-feline, 4-porcinc, 5-vulpinc, 6-ursi 
7-equine, 8r-oiunipotent, 9-incarnate, JO-vegetate, 11-cland 
tine, 12-camivorous, 13-ephemeral, 14-penurious or paj 
monious, 15-ainbivalent, 16K-etilogy, 17-euphoria, 18-anody. 
19-euthanasia, 20-phonetics, 21 -omnipotent,. 22-capituh 
23-synccg*sm or synergy, 24-decapitate, 25-pccuniary, 26- 
nocuous, 27-bibuIocs, 28-condoJe or commiserate, 29-superc 
ous, 30-cavalry 

Your score: 


Your total score: 


Significance of Your Total Score: 

100-120: Masterly 
80>^99: Good 
65-79: Average 
50-64: Barely acceptable 
35-49: Poor 
0-34: Terriblel 
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CORES 

"EST I (Chapter 8) : 

“EST II (Chapter 13 ) • ZI 

ESTIII (Chapter 17 )* "" out of 120. 

— out of 120: 


{End of Session 47) 
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HOW TO CHECK 
YOUR STANDING AS 
AN AMATEUR ETYMOLOGIST 

(Answers to Teaser Questions in Chapters 3-7, 9—12, 
and 14—16) 


CHAPTER 3: 

1. Anihrop'^cHtUrir fan'-thro- pr SFN' trik'j , unjcctivi^ hi 
on anthropos, mankind; Grech' krntntn, rmtc! and tin; adjc 
suffix -tc, describes thinking, assumptions, rLas<»inng. etc. tc:if ^ 
mankind as the central fact» or uiiimato aim, the nniver o. 7' 
noun f<>rms are citl-er (mthropoccntri\ni < an'-thr-'-pn-SFri'-tT 
am) 01 cmthropoccmncity (.an'~thio pr*'-spn- rt* IS'-o tee). 

2. Andrornnnia (an'-dro-MAV'-nec a), a combination 
andros, man (male), plus n‘a lia, madness sHniiJics an obst'^isl 
with males. jPcr.son* undromcinlac, one a ho is rnad abou'. n^vii; < 
jective: andromamacGi fan'-dr3-ni;>-Nr o-k d). 

3. Gynandrous (ji-NAN"-dr;js), combining; vyv'-, wom.-n, 
andros, man (male), describes: 

a. plants in which the male an-i female ore/nis arc united, in ^ 
same column; or 

b. people who physically have both male and fernalo sexual « 
gans, often one or both in rudimentary form; or 

c. (a more recent meaning) people who exhibit, or aro \Ni!li 
to own up to, the male and female emotional characteristics tl 
everyone possesses. 
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The word may have the roots in reverse, becoming androgynous 
an'DROT-o-nas), with all three meanings identical to those of 
ynandrous. 

Hermaphroditic (hur>maf-rd>D!T'<ik), a combination of demies, 
le Greek god who served as, messenger or herald (in Roman 
lythology, this god was known as Mercury, and is conv^tionally 
ictured with wings on his heels), and Aphrodite, the Greek god- 
ess of love and beauty (in Roman mythology, Venus'), has either 
f the first two meanings of gynandrous. 

The noun form of gynandrous is gymndry (jl-NAN'-drec) ; of 
ndrogynous, androgyny (an-DROJ'-r>-nee); of hermaphroditic, 
ermaphroditism (hur-MAF'-ro-df-tiz-sm) . 

The individual plant is an andrognye (AN'-dra-jin); plant or 
erson, ^hermaphrodite (hur-MAF-r^dlt'). 

4. Monomania (mon-n-MAY'-nee-a), combining monos, one, 
nd mania, madness, is an obsession with one thing, or obses- 
VC ness in one area. Person: monomaniac; adjective: monomani’- 
cal ( mon'-o-ma-Nr-a-kal ) . 

5, A misandrist (mis-AN'-drist), combining misein, to hate, 
ilh andros, man (male), hates men. Noun: misandry (mis-AN'- 
ree). Adjective: misandrous (mis-AN-dras). 


heck your learning 


ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 

. anthropos anthropocentric 

. kentron anthropocentrism 

. andros androinania 

. mania andromaniac 

, gyne gynandrous 

. Hermes - hermaphrodite 

. Aphrodite — . hermaphroditic 

. monos -- monomania 

. misein — misandry 


!EY: l--mankind, 2-centcr, 3-man (male), 4-madness, 5-womaii, 
6-Hennes, the messenger of the gods, 7-Aphrodite, god- 
dess of love and beauty, 8-one, 9-to hate 
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1. Pedodontia (pee-ds-DON^-sho) is the specialty of cl 
dentistry — paidos, child, plus odontos, tooth. Specialist: pe 
dontist. Adjective: pedodontic. 

2. Cardialgia (kahr^-dee-AL^'-jd), heart pain — kardia, he 
plus algos, pain. 

3. Odontalgia (6'-don-TAL'-jd), toothache. 

4. Nostalgia (nos-TAL'-je). Adjective: nostalgic. 


Check your learning 

PREFIX, ROOT 

1. patUos Iped-) 

2. kardia 

3. algos 

4. odontos 

5. riostos 


MEANING EXAMPLE 

pedodontia 

cardialgia 

odontalgia 

pedodontist 

nostalgia 


KEY: l--child, 2-heart, 3-pain, 4-tooth, 5-a return 


CHAPTER 5: 


L Eighty to eighty-nine years old. From Latin octogir 
eighty. People of other ages are as follows: 

(a) 50-59: quinquagenarian (kwin'-kwa-ja-NAlR'-ee-an) 

(b) 60-69: sexagenarian (seks'->-ja-NAlR'-ee-an) 

(c) 70-79: septuagenarian {sep'-ch<5b-o-jo-NAlR'-eeon) 

(d) 90-99: nonagenarian (non'-o-je-NAIR'-ee-aiO 

(e) 100 and over: centenarian (sen'-te-NAlR'-ee-an) 

2. Cacophony (ka-KOF'-o-nee), Adjective: cacophonous (1 
KOF-a-nas). 


5, Cacopygian (kak'-d-PU'-ee-on). 

♦. Telescope {tele- plus skopein, to view) or telMnoculars; 
ephone; television. 


sck your learning 

REFIX, ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 


1 

I 

notnoAnorian 

quinquaginta 

miSn/lfiaoionorian 

sexagintn 

Ci»v o CMn a i>i a ft 

septuaginta 

CAntnaflr^narian 

nnn/igintn 

n/\n a (Tftn '• "1 a n 

rt'Ntum 

. _ rAfifftnarian 

kakos 

r>a/«rtrkhrkntf 

phnn^ 

carophonoiis 


nnr^nnvcristn 


television 

skopein 

telescope 


Y: 1 --eighty, 2-fifty, S-sixty, 4-scventy, 5-ninety, 6-onc hun- 
dred, 7-ugly, harsh, bad, 8-sound, 9-buttock, 10-dis- 
tance, from afar, 1 1-to view 


^PTER 6i 

. Sophomore; from sophos plus moros, foolish, the word cty- 
iogically designates one who is half wise and half foolish. The 
xtivc sophomoric (sof-a-MAWR'-ik) describes people, atti- 
cs, statements, writings, etc. that are highly opinionated, self- 
Jred, and coming off as if wise, but which in reality are imma- 
\ inexperienced, foolish, etc. 

. Sophisticated (sa-FlS'-ta-kay'-tad). The verb Js sophisti- 
tlie noun sophistication. One who is worldly-Vsfee is a 50- 
uicate (ss»-FIS'-to-k£t). 


50 : 



Sophisticated has in recsent years taken on the add^ meanini 
highly developed, mature, or complicated: appealing to a man 
intellect: or aware and knowledgeable. Examples: sophisticc 
machinery, electronic equipment; a sophisticated approach; 
sophisticated audience, group, staff, faculty, etc. 

3. One who is obsessed with books, especially with collect 
books. 

4. (a) speaking one language, (b) speaking two languages, < 
^>eaking three languages. 

Multilingual (multus, many, plus lingua) — speaking many h 
guages. 

A linguist is one who is fluent in many languages, or else an < 
pert in linguistics (or both). 

Multus, as indicated, means many, as in multitude, multip 
multiple, multicolored, multifarious, muitilaieral, etc., etc. 

5. (a) France, (b) Russia, (c) Spain, (d) Germany, t 
Japan, (f) China. 

6. (a) androphile, (b) gynephUe (or philogynist), (c) pet 
phiie, (d) zoophile, (t) botanophile. 

But pedophilia (pec'-da-FIU-ee-id) is another story. A pec 
philiac sexually molests young children — such love little kids c 
do without! 


Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING EXAMPT P 

1. sophos sophomore 

2. moros sophomoric 

3. biblion bibliomani? 

4. mania bibliomania 

5. lingua linguist 

6. monos monolingua 

7. bi^- bilingual 

8. rrf- trilingjal 

9. mulUiS multilingual 

10. Franco^ Francophile 

11. Russo^ Russophile 

12. Hispano- Hispanophil 

13. Germano^ Gennanoph 



14. Mpponor 

15. Sino^ 

16. andros 

17. gyne 

18. philein 

19. paidos (pi.d-) 

20. zoion 

21. hotanc 


Nipponophfle 

Smopbile 

aodrophile 

gynephiJe 

philogynist 

pedophile 

zoophile 

botanophile 


KEY* 1-wisc, 2 toohsh, 3-buok, xnadnes-^, 5-tc»ngue, 6- one, 
7-two, 8“t>j-ee, 9 -many, lO-F'-ince, 11-Kussia, 

12-Spain, 13-Ge*‘»iiafiy, 14-3apan, 15~China, 16-man 
(male), 17-womaii lh-»o Jove, 19-child, 20-anima], 
2' plant 


CHAPTER 7. 

1 A notable Is ^omt-o it wcjI kno\^n 

2. To notify is, etymologically, to o known--- notus + -fy, a 
denvatioii oi facio, to make 

Notice, as a noun, is what make-* something known to notice, 
us a verb, is to obscive (something or sonieone) that it, he, or 
slic becomes known lo the observer 

-/ >, as a verb sulfix, means to make So i mphfy to make 
simplt, clarify, to make clear, liqufp, to mai^e liquid; putrtly, 
to make (or bci onif-'' lottcn oi putrid, stupefy to make «'tupid, or 
dumb, with dsumishment (note the -e piecediiig the suffix in 
hquejy, putrefy, stupefy), jortify, to make strong, rectify, to make 
right or correct, etc , etc. 

3. Chronograph (KRON'-a-giaf) is an instrument that meas- 
ures and records short intervals of time 

4. To generati is to give birth to, figuratively, or to create’ or 
produce, as a turbine generates power, a person’s presence gener^^ 
at€\ fear, etc The noun is generation, which, in another context, 
also designates the people born and living about the^ same time 
(the older, previous, or next genetatton, the Depression genera- 
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tlon, etc.), or a period, conventionally set at about thirty years, 
between such groups of people. 

To regenerate is to give birth to again, or to be 4>om again. 
Some creatures can regenerate new limbs or parts if these are 
lost or cut olf— -or the limbs or parts regenerate. 

Re- means, of course, again; or, in some words, as recede, 
regress, etc., back, 

5. Omnipotent (om-NIP'-o-tont) — all-powerful; omnis plus 
potens, potentfs, powerful. 

Omnipresent (om'-ns-PREZ'-ant) — present all over, or every- 
where. 

Nouns: omnipotence, omnipresence. 

6. Anaphrodisiac (dn-ar-ra-DIZ'-ee-ak') — ^both a noun and 
an -idjective. Saltpeter is supposedly an anaphrodisiac; so, some 
people say, is a cold shower, which is highly doubtful. The best 
temporal^ anaphrodisiac is probably sexual intercourse. Some 
women who were teen-agers when Elvis Presley was at the height 
of his popularity have told me that the young man's gyrating hips 
were aphrodisia^al- A will take their word for it, as Elvis has 
never turned me on. On the other hand, if you want to talk about 
Diane Keaton or Raquel Welch ... or especially Marilyn 
Monroe . . . 


Check your learning 

PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 

1 . notus 

‘ 2. chronos 

3. graphein 

4. genesis 

5. re-. 

6. omnis 

7. potens, potentis 

8. an- 


EXAMPLE 

notify 

chronograph 

chronographic 

generate 

regenerate 

omnipotent 

omnipotence 

anaphrodisiac 


KEY: 1-known, 2^timc, 3-to write, 4-birth, 5-agaln, 6-aII, 
7-powcrful, S- not (negative) 



CHAPTER 9: 


1. Magnanimity (mag'-n^NIM'-^-tee). Adjective; magnani- 
mous (mag-NAN'-d-raas). 

2. Bilateral (bI-LAP-ar»al), as in a bilateral decision, i.c., one 
made by the two sides or two people involved. On the other hand, 
a unilateral (ydD-no^LAT'-ar-ol) decision is made by one person, 
without consultation with others. 

3. Transcribe, Noun; transcription. A stenc >rapher transcribes 
shorthand notes into English words, or a muSiCal transcriber ar- 
ranges or adapts a musical composition for an instiiiment, group, 
etc. other than the one for which the work was originally written. 

4. Malaria was once thought to have been caused by the **bad 
air** of swamps; actually, it was (and is) transmitted to humans 
by infected anopheles mosquitoes breeding and living in swamps 
and other places where there is stagnant water. 

5. Confection, The word is hardly used much today with this 
meaning, except perhaps by members of ah older generatipn who 
remember confectioner's shops and confectionery stores. Now 
such places arc called ice cream stores (or ice cream parlors) and 
are run, at least on the west coast, by Baskin-Robbins or Farrell’s; 
or they are called candy shops; or, when I was growing up, candy 
stores, where the kids all hung out, and candies could be bought 
for a penny apiece, with Hershey bars selling for a nickel (that’s 
why they are called “the good old days”). 

Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 

1. magnus magnanimous 

2. animus magnanimity 

3. hi- bilateral 

4. unus unilateral 

5. latus, lateris unilateral 

6. trans- transcribe 

7. scribo, scripius transcription 
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S. malus 
9. con-^ 

10. /flcio {fee-) 


malaria 

confection 

confectionery 


KEY: 1-big, large, great, 2-mtnd, 3-two, 4-one, S-side, 6-across, 
7-to write, 8-bad, evil, 9-togethcr, 10-to make 


CHAPTER 10: 

1. Modus operandL Method (or mode) of working (or operat- 
ing). Pronounced Md'-das op'-a-RAN'-dl, the word is not, ol 
course, restricted to the special methods used by a criminal, but 
may refer to the method or style of operating characteristic ol 
any other professional. Modus vivendi (MO'das va-VEN'-dl) 
etymologically “method of living,** is the style of life characteristic 
of a person or group. 

2. Circumscription, To circumscribe also means, figuratively, tc 
write (a line) around (one*s freedom of action) ^ so that one is 
restricted, limited, hemmed in, as in. “a life circumscribed b> 
poverty, by parental injunctions, or by an overactivc conscience, 
etc.,” Of*' -“actions circumscribed by legal restraints.’* The nour 
circumscription has the figurative meaning also. 

3. Somniloquent (scm-NlL'-s-kwnnt). Noun: somniloquena 
(sdm-NIL'-o-kwans) or somniloquy (som-NIL'-a-kwee), the lattei 
noun also designating the words spoken by the sleeper. One whe 
habitually talks while asleep is a somniloquist (sarn-NIL'-a- 
kwist). 

4. An aurist is an ear specialist, more commonly called ar 
otologist i6-TOL'-o*jist), from Greek otos, ear. Noun: otology. 
Adjective: otological (6-ta-LOJ'-9-kaI>. 

It is difficult at this point to resist telling a well-knowii stor} 
about medical specialists. In fact it’s impossible to resist, so here ii 
is: 

A dentist, doing his first extraction on a patient, was under- 
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itandably nervous. When he got the molar out, his hand shook, he 
ost his grip on tlie instrument^ and the tooth dropped down into 
he patient's throat. 

said the doctor. “You*re outside my specialty now, 
fou should see a laryngologist! [lair'-ing-COL'-^jist— ? larynx 
)r throat specialist].” 

By the time the unfortunate victim got to ihe laryngologist, the 
ooth had worked its way much further down. 

The laryngologist examined the man. 

“Sorry,” said the doctor, “ You’re out-nde tny i,pec;aUy now. 
Yovi should see a gastiulogisl! [gas-TROL'-o-lst stomach spe- 
cialist].” 

The gastroiogisl X-rayed die patient. “Sor/y.” die dt»ctor, 
‘die tooth has irave’cd into your iov/cr intestines. You should see 
.in enterologisti [c-n' to-ROL'-s-jist-— an intc.siinal .ipccialisij.’ 

The cr.terolo^'^t look some X rays. “Sony, the ooth isn’t there. 

It must have gi iie dowm farther. Yon shonLi see a proctologist! 
[[>rok-TOL'-3-jist--a specialist in diseases of rh.'. fectuiii; from 
Greek proktoSt anus].” 

Our patient Is ivv- on the pro*to;.'-Lv: x vrvj'MiMing table, in the 
p oper wifaovv-kiree pooitiou. The d.'ctor ; I"».ei(cd a pici*o- 
scope and is lookin;: throut;h u 

“Good bcHvon:., nan! You'v'. uot a tooti» up dicie! You s-iould 
see a dervirt!’' 

5. Aural (AW;< ol) rcfeis tc» ihc cars or to :nc sense or phe- 

nomenon of healing. MotHu^rnf icpuicuciloii. o: nnisic over a 
laJio or by a phono^^raph r-'coi.;, rof example, has opiy one 
''Ource of sound, and techn cally bliCMdil oe called tnofiophomc 
>.inon'-o-hC;N'-ik;- -monos, one, plus plume, sound. Binaural 
may mean hnvm}’ fwo cars or tint use of l*oih ears, or, 

tecently, descriptiw oj sound i*ori twD ^uumes, giving a stereo- 
I'hontc (stfccr'-ee-o-FON'-ik) dfcct — deep, solid, plus 

phone. 

6. A nociaathulnt (nok'T.AM'-b\'i-i!'’t i v-^ilks ai wojc, 

noitis, night, plus amhufOj to w\dk. Motn. m trmihuHsm i nok-o 
TAiVr-byn-Iiz-sm ) . 

7. Somnific (som-Nib'-ik) : a somnific iecluro, movie, elTect, 
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8. Circumambulate (sur'-ksm-AM'-bya-layt'). To circumnavi- 
gate is to sail around — Urcum, around, plus navis, ship. 


Check your learning 

PREFIX, ROOT 

1. modus 

2. operandi 

3. VIVO 

4. circum- 

5. scribo, scriptus 

6. somnus 

7. loquor 

8. aurus 

9. otos 

10. proktos 

11. stereos 

12. phone 

13. monos 

14. bi- 

15. nox, noctis 

16. ambulo 

17. facio (fie-) 


MEANING EXAMPLE 

modus operandi 

modus operandi 

modus Vivendi 

circumscribe 

circumscription 

somniloquent 

somniloquence 

aurist 

otology 

proctologist 

stereophonic 

stereophonic 

monaural 

binaural 

noctambulist 

noctambiilism 

somnific 


KEY: 1-mode, method, 2-of working, 3-^ to live, 4-around, 5-to 
write, 6-sleep. 7-to speak, to talk, 8-ear, 9-ear, 10-anus, 
il-decp, solid, 12-sound, 13-oiie, 14-two, 15-night 
16-to walk, 17-to make 


CHAPTER 11; 

1. Matronymic (niat'-ra-NlM'-ik). Or, if you prefer to use the 
Greek root for mother (meter, metr-), metronymic. The Greek 
word meirn, uterus, derives from meter, naturally enough, sc 
metritis is inflammation of the uterus; metralgia is uterine pain 
endometriosis (en'-dd-mee'>tree-0^-«is) is any abnormal condi- 
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tion of the uterine lining — endo. Inside; metra, uterus; -oj/s, ab* 
normal condition. 

2. (a) An incendiary statement^ remar]c, speech, etc. figura- 

tively enfiames an audience, sets them afice, gets them 
excited, galvanizes them into action, etc. 

(b) Incense (IN^-sens) is a substance that sends off a 
pleasant odor when burned— often, but not neces- 
sarily, to mask unpleasant or telltale smells, as of ma- 
rijuana smoke, etc. 

(c) To incense (in-SENS^) Is to anger greatly, i.c., to 
“burn up.” “Fm all burned up” is etymologically an 
accurate translation of “Fm incensed” 

3. (a) Ardent (AHR'-dant) — burning with zeal, ambition, 

love, etc., as an ardent suitor, worker, etc. 

(b) Ardor (AHR'-dar) — the noun form of ardent — burn- 
ing passion, zeal, enthusiasm, etc. Alternate noun: 
ardency (AHR'-don-see). 

4. Megaphone, 

5. Megalopolis (meg'-a-LOP'-a*lis), 

6. Police, Poiiiics, 

7. Bibliokleptomiiniac (bib'-lee-d-klep'-tty-MAY'-nee-ak): one 
who has an obscfsion for stealing books. Not too many years ago, 
an author titled his book, Steal This Book!, perhaps hoping to 
appeal to bibliokleptomaniacs; if the appeal was successful enou^, 
his royalty statements must have been minuscule indeed! 

Gynekleptomaniac, 

Pedokleptomaniac, 

Androkleptomaniac. 

Demokieptomaniac. 

If you prefer to use shorter words, compulsive kidnapper or 
bsessive abductor will do as well for these words. 

8. Acromaniac. 

Agoramaniac. 

Claustrontuniac. 

9 . Kleptophobc; pyrophobe; pyncphohv; androphobe; demo- 
hohe. 

Triskaidekaphobia (tris'-kl-dck'-a-FO'-bec-a) is the morbid 
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dread of the number 13, from Greek triskai, three, deka, ten, and 
phobia. 

10. Gnosiology (nQ'-see-OL'-Hcc)» *:he science or study ol 
knowledge. 

11- Amadeus is love (Latin amor) God (Latin deus). Thco- 
philus is love (Greek philos) G^xi (Gieek iheos). GotUieb ii 
love (German Lieb) God (German Goi'O- 

Perhaps this explains why he starieu at tiic age o, 

four and wcute forty-ouc r.ymphonies. 

12. Cellophane — cellulose made to be transpa'-ent, i.e., to shov 
what*s wrapped in it. 

13. Byptfglycemia (hI'p6“gri-SEE*-rriee-o;“--low blo(>d sugai 
a common ailment today, thiiUtjh 1 believe the AM A has callet 
it a “non-disease” (Gieek hypos » under; glyk_ sweet; h uma 
blood). 

Haima, Mood, is found in many Engli sh words, the root spelle* 
either him- or Here arc a fevs v/itli their etymological incLt 
pretations- 

( a ' rhnye- excessive bloc d flovv . 

(b) A/irrhfi — “no Mf^cd — actuaily a patbolocic.!) redne 
tion red blood cotpcsclcs. 

(c) Hematoio/y — ^c^t*^lcc of bioc»a (and its diseases). 

(d) Hemophilia — '‘love of blood ’ — actually a hcjedirar 
condition, occurring in males, in which the blood clot 
too siowl) . 

(c) HemoqloNn — ^“blood gobnlvs’* — ru tually the red co 
oiing matter of the red blc'od coipuscles. 

Hypergiya mia is the opposite ot hynoglycemiu, 

14. (a) Foniheon (PAN'-ihce-on')~ u tompie built in Ron 

in 11 B.c, for "all the gods.” 

(b) Piindemotilum (pan'-d;» MO' nce-sm) — a word snj 
posedly coined by piHJt John Milton in Paradise Lo 
to signify the dwelling place of all the demons; no 
any wild and noisy disorder. 

(c) Panorama (pan'-thRAM'-^ or pan'-a-RAH'-ma)— 
view (or a picture of such a view) all around — pa 
all, plus horama, view. Tlie adjective: panoram 
(pan'-a-RAM'-ik). 

15. Monarchy — rule by one peisor 



ck your looming 

PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 

mater, matris 

onyma 

meter 

metra - — 

endo-- 

incendo, incensus — 

ardo 

megalo^ 

polls — 

demos 

akros 

agora 

daustrum 

triskat — 

deka 

gnosis 

amor — 

deus — — - 

theos - 

philos 

phanekt 

hypos 1 — 

glykys 

haima 

on- ■ ■ ■ 

hyper- 

pan 

horama 

archein . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ 

monor u ■■ — 


EXAMPLE 

matronymic 

metronymic 

metronymic 

metritis 

endometriosis 

incendiary 

ardent 

megalopolis 

police 

demoldeptomaniac 

acromaniac 

agoramaniac 

claustiomaniac 

triskaidekaphobia 

triskaidekaphobia 

gnosiology 

Amadeus 

deity 

Theophilus 

hemophilia 

cellophane 

hypoglycemia 

hypo^cemia 

hemorrhage 

anemia 

hyperglycemia 

Pantheon 

panorama 

monarch 

monarchy 


iY: 1-iBoliier. 2-4Uune. 3-aotli«, A-tOttat, S-tuUe, 6-to set 
on fiie^ 7-to bum. 8-U» huie. gieat, lO-pMpi^' 
ll-14iJM«; 12-nHlBet ptace^ I3-«iidosed plaee. 
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14-diree» 15-ten, 16-knowledge, 17-love, 18-< 
19-God, 20-love, 21-to show, 22p-iinder, 23-sv 
24-blood, 25-not, negative, 26-over, 27-all, 28-v 
29-to rule, 30-one 


CHAPTER 12t 

1. Survive, Noun: survivd^ 

2. Vivarium (vI-VAIR'ee-am) — enclosed area in which pi 
and (small) animals live in conditions resembling their nat 
habitat. The suffix -ium usually signifies place where — solariur 
place for the sun to enter, oi where one can sunbathe; oQuari 
a place for water (Latin aqua, water), or fish tank; podiun 
place for the feet (Greek podos, foot), or speaker’s platform; 
ditorium, a place for hearing (or listening to) concerts, plays, 
(Latin audio, to hear). 

3. Vita (VlMa), etymologically, life, is one’s professional 
career r6sum6. 

4. (a) Urdcorn (Latin cornu, horn). 

(b) Uniform, 

(c) Unffy (^fy, from facio, to make). 

(d) Unity, 

(e) Unicycle (Greek kyklos, circle, wheel). 

5. Anniversary — a year has turned. 

6. (a) (/itiVerje— everything toming as one. 

(b) University — highest institute of education — ^unive 
subfects taught, learned, etc., i.e., the curriculum co' 
the universe, is in no way restricted, etc. 

7. (a) Interstate, 

(b) International. 

(c) Intermediate. 

(d) Interrupt (Latin rumpo, ruptus, to break). 

' (e) Interpersonal. 



8. (a) intrastate. 

(b) intranational 

(c) inb c.personal or intrapsychic, 

(d) Intramuscular. 

Check your learning 


PREFIX, ROOT MEANING EXAMPLE 

1. vivo — survive 

2. podos. — podium 

3. vita vita 

4. cornu unicorn 

5. kyklos — unicycle 

6. annus — anniversary 

7. verto, versus universe 

8. unus university 

9. inter- interstate 

10. intra- intrapsychic 


KEY: 1-to live, 2-foot, 3-life, 4-horn, 5-circle, wheel, 6-year, 
7-to turn, 8-one, 9-between, 10-within 


lAPTER 14: 

1. “View of Death.’* 

2. Thanatology. 

3. (a) Prophesy (PROP-o-sr). 

(b) Prophecy (PROF'-a-see), 

(c) Prophet (PROP-ot). 

4. (a) Preset. 

(b) Prediction. 

^•sNostopathy — “disease” (tensions, insecurities, conflicts) on 
urning home after leaving the service. Some veterans could not 
^ the freedom and responsibilities of being on their own. The 
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Aimy, Navy, or Force had fed and dothed diem and made 
dedsioDS for them; now th^ had to readjust to civilian life. 

6. (a) Vulpicide. 

(b) Lupicide. 

(c) Felicide. 

(d) Ursicide. 

7. (a) Piscivorous (pe-SIV'-ar-as). 

(b) Insectivorous (in^-sdc-TlV'-ar-as). 

8. Cofiariaf, what else? 

9. Potentiate (pa-TEN'-shee-ayt^). 


Check your learning 

PREFIX, ROOT MEANmO 

1. thanatos 

2. logos 

3. opsis 

4. pheme 

5 . pro- 

6. pre- 

7. dico,dictus 

8. nostos 

9. pathos 

10. vuipus 

11. Utpus 

12. felis — 

13. unus 

14. piscis 

15. Vitro 

16. caedo i-cide) 

17. canis 

18 potens, potends 


EXAMPLE 

thanatology 

thanatology 

Thanatopsis 

prophecy 

pn^het 

predict 

predict 

nostopathy 

nostopathy 

vulpicide 

lupidde 

felidde 

ursicide 

piscivorous 

insectivorous 

insecticide 

canary 

potentiate 


KBY: 1-death, 2-edeiioe, study, 3-vlew, 4-voloe, 5-befoiehafid 
d-before, 7-to say or t^, 8;-a return, 9-dlsease, 10-fox, 
ll-wol^ 12-cat, 13-bear, 14-dsh, 15-devoar, 16-to kill 
(kiHing), 17-dog, 18-pow^ul 
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CHAPTER 15t 


L Synagogue. 

2. Symbiosis (sim'-bI-6"-sis). Adjective: symbiotic (silIf-b^ 
OTMk). 

People (for example lovers, spouses, parent and child, etc.) 
also may live in a ^mbiotic relationship, each depending on the 
other for important services, emotional needs, etc.; each also pro- 
viding these for the other. 

3. Symphony; symphonic. 

4. Symmetry (SIM'-e-tree); symmetrical (sa-MET-ra-kal) or 
symmetric (sa-MET-rik). 

5. Syndrome (SIN'-drOm). 

6. Hippodrome (HlP-a-drOm'); the word today is often used 
as the name of a movie theater or other place of entertainment. 

7. Hippopotamus. 


Check your learning 

PREFIX, ROOT MEANING 

1. synr 

2. agogos 

3. bios 

4. phone 

5. metron 

6. dromos 

7. hippos 

8. potamos 


EXAMPLE 

synagogue 

synagogue 

symbiosis 

symphonic 

symmetry 

syndrome 

hippodrome 

hippopotamus 


KEY; 1-^ith, together, 2-lcader, leading, 3-life, 4-sound, 
5-measurement, 6-a running, 7-horse, 8-river 
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CHAPTER 16< 


1. Non sequitur (non SEK'-W9-t9r) — does not fottow. 

2. (a) Second — following after the first. 

(b) Consecutive — following m proper order 

(c) Persecute — ^to follow (i.e., pursue) throug)i and 
through: hence to annoy, harass continually for no good 
reason. 

(d) Prosecute — to follow before; hence to pursue (some- 
thing) diligently or vigorously in order to complete it 
successfully (prosecute a campaign); or to start, or en- 
gage in, legal proceedings against, especially in an of- 
ficial capacity. 

3. (a) Superior. 

(b) Superficial. 

(c) Superfluous (sa-PUR'-flOb-os). Noun: superfluity (sdb'- 
par-FLOCy-d-tee) . 

(d) SupernaturaL 

(e) Supervise. 

4. (a) Cadence (KAY^-dans) — ^fall and rise of the voice in 

speaking; hence inflection, rhythm beat, etc. of sound or 
music. Adjective: cadent (KAY'-dant). 

(b) Occidental (ok'-sa-DEN'-tal) — etymologically, falling. 
Hence relatiog to western countries, since the sun falls 
in the west; also, a native of such a country. Noun: Oc- 
cident (OK'-sa-dant). The sun rises in the east, so 
Latin orfor, to rise, is the origin of the Orient, oriental, 
etc., and also of the verb orieru (AW'-ree-enf). To or- 
ient is to adjust to a place or situation; etymologically, 
to turn, or face, east Noun: orientation. **rm finally 
oriented^* does not mean that Tm easternized or facing 
east, but that 1 have become familiar with, and comfort- 
able in, a place, job, situation, etc. So to disorient (disr 
AW'-ree-entO is to remove (8omeone*$) orientation, or 
to confuse or bewilder, especially in reference to locality, 
direction, etc. Noun: disorientation. 
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(c) Deciduous (do-SIJ'-iSCHOs) — falling down (Latin prefix 
de-). This adjective refers to trees whose leaves fall 
(down) every autumn. 

(d) Incident — ^that which falls upon, befalls, or happens. 

(e) Accident — that which falls to (ac- is a respeiling of ad- 
to, toward) someone or something (by chance). 

(f) Coincidence — co- is a respelling of con-, together. A 
coincidence occurs when two things befall, or happen, 
together, or at the same time, and by chance. 

5. Indolent (IN'-do-lant). Nohn: indolence (IN'-da^lans). 

6. Dolores — ^from Spanish Maria de los Dolores, Mary of the 
lorrows; hence, I guess, someone who is generally sorrowful, 
hough the few Doloreses I have known do not live up to their 
itymology. 


f heck your learning 

PREFIX, ROOT 
1 1. sequor, secutus 
1 2. per- 
3. pro- 
4, super- 
s' fluo 
6. cado 
7. orior 
8. dis- 
9. ad- (ac-) 

0. doleo 
1 in- 


MEANINO EXAMPLE 

non sequitur, second 

persecute 

prosecute 

superior 

superfluous 

cadence 

Orient 

disorient 

accident 

indolent 

indolence 


CEY: 1-to follow, 2~through, 3-beforchand, 4-above, 5-to flow, 
6-to fall, 7-to rise, 8-negativc prefix, 9-to, toward, 10-to 
suffer, to grieve, 11-negative prefix 
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19 


HOW TO KEEP BUILDING 
YOUR VOCABULARY 


At commencement exercises, whether in elementary school, h 
school, or college, at least one of the speakers will inevitably pc 
out to the graduates that this is not the end — not by a long si 
It is only the beginning; that’s why It is called **commencemef 
etc., etc. 

Of course the speaker is right — ^no educative pnxess is ever 
end; it is always the beginning of more education, more leaxni 
more living. 

And that is the case here. What has happened to you as a re: 
of your reaction to the material and suggestions In this b(X)]i 
only the beginning of your development. To stop increasing y 
vocabulary is to stop your intellectual growth. You will wish, I 
sure, to continue growing intellectually as long as you rem 
alive. And with the momentum that your weeks of hard 
have provided, continuing will not be at all difficult. 

Let me offer, as a summary of all 1 have said througihout 
book, a recapitulation of the stq>8 ycm must take so that your 
cabulary will keq> growing and growing. 

SHEFONE* You must become receptive to new 

Words won’t come chasing after you — you must train your 
to be on a constant lookout, In your reading and Ustening, for \ 
words that other people know and you dent 




STEP TWO. You must read more. 

As an adulty you will find most of the sources of your supfriy of 
new words in books and magazines. Is your reading today laigdy 
restricted to a quick perusal of the daily newspaper? Hien you 
will have to change your habits. If your aim is to l^ve a mspakst 
vocabulary, you will have to make the time to read at least one 
book and several magazines every week. Mot just this week and 
next week — but every week for the rest of your life. 1 have never 
met a single person who possessed a rich vocabulary who was not 
also an omnivorous reader. 

STEP THREE. You must learn to add to your own voeahulay 
the new words you meet in your reading 

When you see an unfamiliar word in a book or magazine, do 
not skip over it impatiently. Instead, pause for a moment and say 
it over to yourself — get used to its sound and appearance. Then 
puzzle out its possible meaning in the context of the sentence. 
Whether you come to the right conclusion or not, whether indeed 
you are able to come to any intelligent conclusion at all, is of no 
importance. What is important is that you are, by this process, 
becoming superconscious of the word. As a result, you will sud- 
denly notice that this very word pops up unexpectedly again and 
again in all your reading — ^for you now have a mind-set Ibr it 
And of course after you’ve seen it a few times, you will know 
fairly accurately not only what it means but the many ways in 
which it can be used. 

STEP FOUR. You must open your mind to new ideas. 

Every word you know is the translation of an idea. 

Think for a few minutes of the areas of human knowledge diat 
may possibly be unknown to you — ^psychology, semantics, science, 
art, music, or whatever. Then attack one of these areas methi^ 
cally — ^by reading books in the field. In every field, from the sim- 
plest to the most abstruse, there are several books written for the 
average, untrained lay reader that will give you both a good grasp 
of the subject and at the same time add immeasurably to your vo- 
cabulary. College students have large vocabularies because they 
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are reqnired to expose themselves constantly to new areas of 
learning. You must do the same. 

STEf fIVE. You must set a goal. 

U you do nothing about your vocabulary, you will learn, at 
most, twenty-five to fifty new words in the next twelve months. By 
conscious effort you can horn several thousand. Set yourself a 
goat of finding several new words every day. This may sound am- 
bitious — but you will discover as soon as you start actively look- 
ing for new words in your reading, and actively doing reading of a 
more challenging type, that new words are all around you — that 
is, if you're ready for them. And understand this: vocabulary 
building snowballs. The results of each new day's search will be 
greater and greater — once you provide the necessary initial push, 
once you gain momentum, once you become addicted to looking 
for, finding, and taking possession of new words. 

And this is one addiction well worth cultivating/ 
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APPENDIX 


SOME ESOTERIC PHOBIAS 


the Greek roots on which these words 


(You will recognize many of 
are constructed) 

ain aerophobia 
animals: zoophobia 
beauty: callophobia 
birth: genophobia 
Uood: hemalophobia 
breasts: mastophobia 
burglars: scelerophobia 
burial alive: taphephobia 
cats: ailurophobia 
change: neophobia 
chndbirth: maieusiophobia 
childrens pedophobia 
colors: chromophobia 
crowds: ochlophobia 
darkness: nyctophobia 
death: thanatophobia 
depths: bathpphobia 
disease: pathophobia 
doctors: iatrophobia 
dogs: cynophobia 
dying: thanatophobia 
emptiness: kenopbobia 


everything: pantophobia 

eyes: ophthalmophobia 

fear: phobophobia 

feces: coprophobia 

feet: podophobia 

female genitals: eurotophobia 

filtb: mysophobia 

tire: pyrophobia 

fish: ichthyapbobia 

fog: homidilophobia 

food: cibophobia 

foreigners: xenophobia 

freaks: teratophobia 

frogs: batnichophobia 

ghosts: phasmophobia 

hands: chirophobia 

hair: trichophobia 

healers or bealfaig: iatrophobia 

heat: thermophobia 

heU: stygiophobia 

horses: hippophobia 

insects: entomopbobia 
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nil ml n 

■aPnilMHil yWwWpilOOW 

iHitlifeWi nefiloiihobia 
phoCopliobfai 
Mtropliobia 
•ndrophobia 

polyphobia 
: famophobia 
phaimacophobia 
nka: mino^iobia 

spectrophobia 

ochlophobia 

BMrtlMilModi Rietrophobia 
MMithm: kinesophobia 
aakadBcaix gymnophobia 
a eedi c f: belonophobia 
BaffMCK neo{rtiiobia 
Bightt nyctophobia 
oceans: thalassophobia 
odois: osmophobia 
old ages geiaphobia 
old men: gerontophobia 
patau algophcbia; odynophobia 
people: demophobia 
plants: botanophobia 
pleasa re: hcdonophobia 
pobom toxiOophobia 
poverty: peniophobia 
proetftntea: poraophobta 
pnniibment: poinophobia 
lain: ombrophobia 
red: erythrophobia 
riven: potamophobia 
harpaxophobia 
homophobia 
aeu genophobia 
•exoal Interc o o nw coitophobia 
sinning: peccatophobla 
skin: deimatophobia 
p: hypnophobia 

microphobia 
smothering: pnigeiophobia 


cfaioaopbobia 
aoHtnde: aiilQ|diobia;i 
phobia 

sonnds: acoosticophdlia 
speaking: hdophobia 
speaking akmdi phniia|fcobih 
speech: logophobia 
spMen: arachneophobia 
staifs: climacophobia 
Stan: siderophobia 
stealing: kleptophobia 
stillness: eremiophobia 
strangen: xenophobia 
strength: sthenophobia 
study: logophobia 
sunlight: heliophobia 
tapeworms: taeniophobia 
taste: geumophobia 
teeth: odontophobia 
thieves: kleptophobia 
thinking: phionemophobia 
thirteen (the number): triskaidek* 
aphobia 

thiret: dipsophobia 
thunden brontophobia 
tirae: chr mophobia 
togeChcre ns: synophobia 
travel: hoJophobia 
ugliness: cacophobia 
voices: phemophobia 
vomltliig: emetophobia 
walldlog: basiphobia 
watching: scoptophobla 
ifnter: hydrophobia 
weakncm: asthenophobia 
wealths plutophobia 
wind: anemophobia 
women: gynephobia 
words: logophobia 
work: ergophobia 
writing: graphophobia 
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